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T The Church observes ihe } passage of time through the liturgical calendar - which includes feasts such as Easter and 

Christmas, and seasons such as Lent and Advent. In addition, however, popes can set aside time for the Church to reflect 

more deeply on a specific aspect of Catholic teaching or belief. Pope Francis has declared 2021 as a year to focus on 

Saint Joseph. In making his declaration, Pope Francis noted that this year marks the 150° anniversary of the saint's desig- 

nation as patron of the Universal Church by Pope Pius IX. The following is an excerpt of Pope Francis’ proclamation. 

WITH A FATHER’S HEART: that is how Joseph 

loved Jesus, whom all four Gospels refer to as “the son of Jo- 
seph.” Matthew and Luke, the two Evangelists who speak most 

of Joseph, tell us very little, yet enough for us to appreciate 
what sort of father he was, and the mission entrusted to him by 

God’s providence. 
We know that Joseph was a lowly carpenter, betrothed 

to Mary. He was a “just man,” ever ready to carry out God’s 
will as revealed to him in the Law and through four dreams. 
After a long and tiring journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem, 

he beheld the birth of the Messiah in a stable, since “there was 

no place for them” elsewhere. He witnessed the adoration of 

the shepherds and the Magi, who represented respectively the 
people of Israel and the pagan peoples. 

Joseph had the courage to become the legal father of 
Jesus, to whom he gave the name revealed by the angel: “You 

shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” As we know, for ancient peoples, to give a name to a 

person or to a thing, as Adam did in the account in the Book of 
Genesis, was to establish a relationship. 

After Mary, the Mother of God, no saint is mentioned 

more frequently in the papal magisterium than Joseph, her 

spouse. My Predecessors reflected on the message contained in 
the limited information handed down by the Gospels in order to 

appreciate more fully his central role in the history of salvation. 
Blessed Pius [X declared him “Patron of the Catholic Church,” 

Venerable Pius XII proposed him as “Patron of Workers” and 
Saint John Paul II as “Guardian of the Redeemer.” Saint Joseph 
is universally invoked as the “patron of a happy death.” 

Now, 150 years after his proclamation as Patron of 

the Catholic Church by Blessed Pius IX, I would like to share 
some personal reflections on this extraordinary figure, so close 
to our own human experience. For, as Jesus says, “out of the 

abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.” My desire to do so 
increased during these months of pandemic, when we expe- 

Continued on page 2
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rienced, amid the crisis, how “our lives are woven together 
and sustained by ordinary people, people often overlooked. 

People who do not appear in newspaper and magazine head- 
lines, or on the latest television show, yet in these very days 

are surely shaping the decisive events of our history. Doctors, 
nurses, storekeepers and supermarket workers, cleaning per- 

sonnel, caregivers, transport workers, men and women work- 

ing to provide essential services and public safety, volunteers, 

priests, men and women religious, and so very many others. 
They understood that no one is saved alone... How many 
people daily exercise patience and offer hope, taking care to 

spread not panic, but shared responsibility. 
How many fathers, mothers, grandparents and teach- 

ers are showing our children, in small everyday ways, how to 
accept and deal with a crisis by adjusting their routines, look- 

ing ahead and encouraging the practice of prayer. How many 
are praying, making sacrifices and interceding for the good of 

all.” Each of us can discover in Joseph — the man who goes un- 
noticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence — an intercessor, 

a support and a guide in times of trouble. Saint Joseph reminds 

us that those who appear hidden or in the shadows can play an 
incomparable role in the history of salvation. A word of recog- 

nition and of gratitude is due to them all. 

A tender and loving father 
Joseph saw Jesus grow daily “in wisdom and in years 

and in divine and human favour.” As the Lord had done with 
Israel, so Joseph did with Jesus: he taught him to walk, taking 
him by the hand; he was for him like a father who raises an 

infant to his cheeks, bending down to him and feeding him. 

In Joseph, Jesus saw the tender love of God: “As a 

father has compassion for his children, so the Lord has com- 
passion for those who fear him.” 

Even through Joseph’s fears, God’s will, his history 
and his plan were at work. Joseph, then, teaches us that faith 

in God includes believing that he can work even through our 
fears, our frailties and our weaknesses. He also teaches us that 

amid the tempests of life, we must never be afraid to let the 

Lord steer our course. At times, we want to be in complete 
control, yet God always sees the bigger picture. 

An obedient father 
As he had done with Mary, God revealed his saving 

plan to Joseph. He did so by using dreams, which in the Bible 

and among all ancient peoples, were considered a way for him 
to make his will known. 

Joseph was deeply troubled by Mary’s mysterious 

pregnancy. He did not want to “expose her to public disgrace,” 
so he decided to “dismiss her quietly.” 

In the first dream, an angel helps him resolve his grave 

dilemma: “Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a 

son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.” Joseph’s response was immediate: “When Jo- 

seph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord com- 
manded him.” Obedience made it possible for him to surmount 
his difficulties and spare Mary. 

In his role as the head of a family, Joseph taught Jesus 

to be obedient to his parents, in accordance with God’s com- 
mand. During the hidden years in Nazareth, Jesus learned at 

the school of Joseph to do the will of the Father. That will was 
to be his daily food. Even at the most difficult moment of his 

life, in Gethsemane, Jesus chose to do the Father’s will rather 

than his own, becoming “obedient unto death, even death on a 
cross.” The author of the Letter to the Hebrews thus concludes 

that Jesus “learned obedience through what he suffered.” 

An accepting father 
Joseph accepted Mary unconditionally. He trusted in 

the angel’s words. “The nobility of Joseph’s heart is such that 
what he learned from the law he made dependent on charity. 
Today, in our world where psychological, verbal and physical 

violence towards women is so evident, Joseph appears as the 
figure of a respectful and sensitive man. Even though he does 

not understand the bigger picture, he makes a decision to pro- 
tect Mary’s good name, her dignity and her life. In his hesita- 

tion about how best to act, God helped him by enlightening his 

judgment.” 
Often in life, things happen whose meaning we do not 

understand. Our first reaction is frequently one of disappoint- 
ment and rebellion. Joseph set aside his own ideas in order to 

accept the course of events and, mysterious as they seemed, 
to embrace them, take responsibility for them and make them 

part of his own history. Unless we are reconciled with our own 
history, we will be unable to take a single step forward, for we 

will always remain hostage to our expectations and the disap- 
pointments that follow. 

Joseph is certainly not passively resigned, but cou- 
rageously and firmly proactive. In our own lives, acceptance 
and welcome can be an expression of the Holy Spirit’s gift 

of fortitude. Only the Lord can give us the strength needed to 
accept life as it 1s, with all its contradictions, frustrations and 

disappointments. 
Just as God told Joseph: “Son of David, do not be 

afraid!” , so he seems to tell us: “Do not be afraid!”” We need 

to set aside all anger and disappointment, and to embrace the 

way things are, even when they do not turn out as we wish. Not 
with mere resignation but with hope and courage. In this way, 
we become open to a deeper meaning. Our lives can be mi- 

raculously reborn if we find the courage to live them in accor- 
dance with the Gospel. It does not matter if everything seems 

to have gone wrong or some things can no longer be fixed. 
God can make flowers spring up from stony ground. Even if 

our heart condemns us, “God is greater than our hearts, and he 
knows everything.” 

Nor should we ever think that believing means find- 
ing facile and comforting solutions. The faith Christ taught us 

is what we see in Saint Joseph. He did not look for shortcuts, 

Continued on page 7
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Home. That word has meant 

more im recent months. As Covid-19 

spread across the globe and shelter-in- 

place orders followed, many people 

were able to hunker down in a famultar, 

safe space to ride out the unprecedented 

pandemic. 

As aresult, a lot of houscholds 

are spending more time with their im- 

mediate families, enjoying regular fam- 

ily dinners, game nights and praying to- 

gether. Families that were overextended 

and drifting away from each other now 

enjoy the togetherness that was once a 
hallmark of a simpler age. 

Today’s Feast of the Epiphany 

has always contained an element of 

the sacredness of the family home as 

a place to encounter Christ. Scriptures 

account of the Magi’s visit begins with 

the phrase: “On entering the house” — 

a detail that has been overlooked by 

countless nativity scenes which deptct 

the Three Kings tromping around in the 

staw-filled stable. 

Take a mornent to pray m and 

over your home this Epiphany. Keep 

your decorations up throughout this 

week and keep the hiehts outside of 

your house burning brightly — a refer- 

ence to the star that guided the Magi. 

We've prepared kits to make 

an Epiphany Home Biessing easier 

for you. Some of our catechists will be 

dropping these kits off at their students’ 

homes. You can pick one up at church, 

or at our office. Use the one from last 

year if you stil have it. Check out our 

website for the prayers. 

As | write this colunm, it was 

uncertain if Congress and the President 

will have passed the bill which would 

restore unemployment benefits and 
provide the additional funding which 

would help more than 12.6 million 

Americans who are currently unem- 

ployed. 

In addition, an estimated 30- 

49 million people in America could 

be at risk of eviction in the next sev- 

eral weeks. Many property owners will 

struggle to pay their mortgages and 

property taxes and maintain properties. 

The Covid crisis has sharply increased 

the nsk of toreclosure and bankruptcy, 
especially among small property own- 

ers; long-term harm to renter families 

and indrviduais. 

In local terms, this translates to 

as many a8 34,000 low-income renter 

households just in the City of Detroit 

that may be facing eviction as the cold 

of January sweeps down on us. 

We'll continue our Sabbath 

Suppers for the folks in the homeless 

shelter. Our response won't ever be 

large enough, but that should not deter 

us from offering what comfort we can 

give. Our chapter of the St. Vincent 

dePaul Society handies the bulk of the 

calls for utility bills and emergency 

food and housing. They look to the 

whole parish to give them the resources 

they need. And what are those? First, 

it’s more help. W you have some soctal 

work in your background, or if you have 

time on your hands, join the St. Vincent 

dePaul Society. Consider it especially 

if you or your family have been helped 

im the past. Second, purchase some gitt 

cards tor groceries and supplies. Con- 

sider a cash card. Or just make out a 

check to the St. Vincent dePaul Soci- 

ety - St. Ambrose Conference so they 

can apply emergency funds when and 

where needed. 

Unlike the 2008-2009 financial 

crisis where we could point fingers at 

responsible people and institutions, no 

one is at fault for Covid -19. We are all 

im this together. Lots of people are get- 

ting hurt, through no fault of their own. 

Likewise, lots of people are stepping 

forward to help and I believe this new- 

found generosity will build community 

and improve our societal well-being, 
PHA PE ox 

In the face of the roultrple 

cYISIS We are experiencing, it's embar- 

rassing for me to ask for something for 

ourselves. This week we enter the sec- 

ond half of our Fiscal Year. While we 

have yet to tally up December receipts 

and the Christmas/end of year gifts, { 
know we've got some holes to phag in 

the budget. There is small matter of a 

$19,000 envelope shortfall and a loss of 

cur rebate from the de-railed Catholic 

Services Appeal. We’ve seen some re- 

markable support from our parishioners 
during the pandemic. [ understand that 

these are difficult economic times for 

many. As such, we’re called to be cau- 

tious and generous as best fits our cir- 

cumstances. I hope that these who are 

able to donate can continue to do so. 
Christmas gifts to the parish 

are exempt from the regular 7°% taxa- 

tion apphed by our Archdiocese. This 

makes the end of the year a great time 

to donate to St. Ambrose. In order to 

qualify for any Federal tax deductions, 

your checks must be dated on or before 

December 31%. 
FE 

Next weekend, we celebrate 

the Sacrament of Confirmation with our 

9 orade Religious Education Students. 

Talking with them in their face-to-face 

interviews, | was very impressed with 

the diversity of talents and the genume- 

ness of their religious zeal. Even though 

we had to cobble together parts of their 

preparation because of social distanc- 

ing, i does not seem to have curbed 

therr enthusiasm. 

Because we are limited as to 

the number of persons who can be in 

attendance at the Confirmation cer- 

emony, we've scheduled the sacrament 
to be administered earlier in the day — 

next Saturday. As it is, the confirmand: 

are only being allowed five passes in- 

cluding their sponsors and thernseives. 

To allow the rest of their families and 

friends an opportunity to participate, 

we will Facebook Live the event. That 

will also be the literey we will broad- 

cast for that weekend. So you can tune 

into mass as early as 1:30 next Saturday 

afternoon rather than waiting for the 

regular Sunday morning 8:00 upload. 

Can you believe that youve 

made it to the end of my cohumn again 

without me once mentioning the Fam- 

ily of Parishes reorganization plan? You 

can’t expect that to continue! 

TRP
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A STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 

for the New Year 

Good and gracious God, 

a new year of grace is upon us, 
giving us impressions 

of crisp beginnings 
new goals, a fresh sense of hope. 

Though we cling to our own 

expectations 

for the year ahead, 

we know you alone 

are the sovereign of our future, 

Lord of our lives, and the source 

of whatever good we may do. 

We thank you, O Lord, 

for the gift of the days and weeks 
you have entrusted to us. 

Teach us to be good stewards 

of our time ahead, 

that we go about our days 

keeping you 

at the center of our lives. 

In the midst of our daily pursuits 

and activities, 

focus our eyes 

on the needs of others; 

help us respond with compassion 

to the poor; 

and open our hearts 

to a suffering world. 

We ask for a year of peace, 

a year that brings an end 

to hatred and the pandemic, 

and a year where we find 

a deeper joy 

that can only be found in you. 

We ask this 

through Christ your Son 

who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, 

One God, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

  

eShe Zep 

  
      

2 Welcome to St. Ambrose! 
SP <e i20, Va St. Ambrose Parish continues to grow, 

é 

— == not only in spivit, but also in numbers. 

t, Gums 5, fPe- On behalf of our parish community, 
quaseem © . _ | th | 
@Quee now beginning its 104" yeav of existence, 

. qe 
we warmly welcome all those who have 

m m registered with us this past yeay. 

Mr. & Mrs. James Mackinnon on Vernier in the Woods 

Mr. & Mrs. James Barrett on Roslyn in the Woods 

Mr. Dan Driscoll on Maryland in the Park 

Mr. Zachary Kowalczyk on Woodmont in Harper Woods 

Mr. William Mallow on Grayton in the Park 

Mr. & Mrs. John Cunningham on Thorn Tree in the Woods 

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Myers on E. Kings Ct. in the Farms 

Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Krajniaki on Trombley in the Park 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Bates on Anita in the Woods 

Mr. & Mrs. Neil Leising on Hunt Club in the Woods 

Ms. Jeniifer Ferkovich on Beaconsfield in the Park 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Huvaere on Torrey Road in the Woods 

Mr. & Mrs. Jason Keast on Lincoln in the City 

Mrs. Noelle Lothamer on Eastlawn in Detroit 

Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Seng on Nottingham in the Park 

Ms. Hannah Schramke on Nottingham in the Park 

Ms. Megan Hart on Neff in the City 

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Grider on Barrington in the Park 

Mr. Michael Andrzejczyk on Woodcrest in Harper Woods 

“Che Covid Pandemic has resulted in the lowest number 
of new registrants in thee decades. Ve anticipate that 

those who have delayed joining the parish will do so in the 

new year. dven if you ave just a member of our on-line 

worshiping community, you can become a member of St 

Ambrose Pavish by registering your household. Call 313- 
822-2814 ov email stambroseQcomcast.net. 
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Faith Formation Station 

Happy and Holy New Year! The beginning of a new year is a time for 

prayerful gratitude. I am especially grateful for our amazing team of dedicated, 

creative, and faith-filled catechists. I am also grateful for the program parents who 

are the primary educators in the faith of their child/ren and they allow us to share 

that challenge and privilege. 

Families can begin this New Year by blessing their homes. One way to do 

this is to pick up an Epiphany Blessing Box in Church and follow the directions 

for blessing your home with chalk, holy water, and incense. You can continue the 

blessing in your home by placing a small item from each room in your house on the 

table where you share most of your meals. Place a candle in the center of the table 

with all the ttems arranged around it. Light the candle. Have members of your fam- 

ily form a circle around the table and hold up their hands, palms up, as in a posture 

of receiving. Thank God for the warmth and security of your home and ask God to 

bless your home and every person who resides in your home with peace of his Son, 

Jesus. Pray for the special items and what they represent — a book might represent 

bedtime stories; a cross might represent your faith; pillows comfort, spoons meals 

shared. Invite everyone to say “Amen” together at the end of the blessing. 

The Christmas Season begins with the Vigil Masses on Christmas Eve and 

ends with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. This year the Baptism of the Lord 

is Sunday January 10°. St. Ambrose always celebrates Confirmation as close to the 

Baptism of the Lord each year to mark the connection between Baptism and Con- 

firmation. In between Christmas, New Years, and the Baptism of the Lord this year 

falls the Epiphany of the Lord on Sunday January 3“. The Epiphany marks the end 

of the 12 Days of Christmas. 

There is a famous quote that says, “All who wander are not lost.” I always 

think of this on the feast of the Epiphany, when the Wise Men took a journey with 

only a star to follow. They did not know what they would find at the end of their 

travels, only the promise of something new and wonderful. For many of us by the 

time of the Epiphany, the tinsel on our tree is beginning to wilt, our decorations 

may have come down, and the post-Christmas blues might be setting in. Why not 

plan an adventure on Epiphany weekend to see if there is something wonderful to 

be discovered? 

e Set out on a car trip where the destination is less important than the journey. 

e Go hiking ata nearby metro or state park; we have many amazing parks here in 

Michigan. See what the Lord God has made all around us in nature. 

e On Epiphany Sunday, take a new way home after Mass; you never know what 

you might find. Before dinner, read the story of the Magi visiting Jesus in Mat- 

thew’s Gospel (2:1-12). At dark, take one last walk through the neighborhood 

to look at the Christmas lights to talk about how Jesus is the light of the world! 

REMINDERS: 

e Classes resume January 10". As classes are at home and online this year; we do 

have class over the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday. See your Friday Fam- 

ily emails for details for catechist home blessing visit information and other 

program updates. 

e Confirmation is Saturday January 9" at 1:30 p.m. Please pray for the 26 can- 

didates, their sponsors and families who will be celebrating at this special res- 

ervation-only liturgy. Thank you to their catechist, John Clark, who faithfully 

prepared them for the sacrament. Confirmation Practice is Friday, January 8" 

6:30 p.m. in church — All candidates and a sponsor or parent must attend. 

Kelly Woolums 

The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
St. Ambrose Catholic Community 

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 

Minister of Music: Dr. Norah Duncan IV 

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor 
Secretary: Mary Urbanski 

Sacramental Celebrations 

Masses: On the Lord’s Day — 

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 10:00 a.m. 

Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 

infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 

office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

proposed date to make arrangements. 

Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 

after the deceased's passing. 

Directory 
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 

Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 

Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 

Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net       
E-Donations 

St. Ambrose Parish 1s equipped 

to make electronic transfers from 

your checking account or credit card 

on our website. Christian Financial 

Credit Union brings parishioners and 

friends the ability to make an electronic 

contribution to St. Ambrose on a regular 

or one-time basis. 

Your checking account or 

credit card may be used to make a 

single donation; or you may set up 

automatic weekly, monthly or quarterly 

contributions on a schedule. This 

solution is not meant to replace the 

current envelope method of collection, 

but instead to provide an additional 

alternative for those who might prefer to 

make their contributions electronically. 

We hope this additional 

financial service allows you another 

way to manage your stewardship to St. 

Ambrose. Visit stambrosechurch.net for 

more information on electronic giving.
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Liturgy Schedule 
January 4 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, religious 

January 5 

St. John Neumann,, bishop 

January 6 

St. Andre Bessette, religious 

January 7 

St. Raymond Penyafort, priest 

January 8 

Christmas Weekday 

January 9 

Christmas Weekday 

1:30 p.m. - Confirmation Liturgy 

4:00 p.m. Mass - For all People 

January 10 

The Baptism of our Lord 

8:30 a.m. - Mass - For all people 

11:15 a.m. - Mass- For all people 

*Liturgies marked as Facebook live 
will also be accessible throughout the day. 

Stewardship Reflection 
Notice the order of events in 

the Magi’s visit. First, they knelt be- 

fore Jesus and prayed to Him. Then 

they presented Him with their gifts. 

We, too, must take time to pray before 

we present our gifts to the Lord. We 

never know what God may be asking 

us to share! 

Scriptures for the 
Season of Christmas 
January 4 

1 Jn 3:22-4:6 

Ps 2: 7be-8, 10-12a 
Mt 4: 12-17, 23-25 

January 5 

1 Jn 4: 7-10 
Ps 72: 1-4, 7-8 

Mk 6:34-44 
January 6 

1 Jn 4: 11-18 
Ps 72: 1-2, 10, 12-13 

Mk 6: 45-52 
January 7 

1 Jn 4: 19-5: 4 

Ps 72: 1-2, 14, 15be, 17 
Lk 4: 14-22a 

January 8 
1 Jn 5:5-13 

Ps 147: 12-15, 19-20 
Lk 5: 12-16 

January 9 
1 Jn 5: 14-21 

Ps 149: 1-6a, 9b 

Jn 3: 22-30 
January 10 

Is 42: 1-4, 6-7 
Ps 29: 1-2, 3-4, 9-10 

Acts 10: 34-38 
Mt 1: 7-11 

  

  

“Che Captism of the Lovo 
Saturday, January 9, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. - Confirmations (Facebook Live) 

Saturday, January 9, 2021, Mass at 4 p.m. 

Sunday, January 10, 2021, Mass at 8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 

Out of an abundance of caution, we have opened mass to a congregation of 25% of 

the building's capacity — roughly 150 persons. You should reserve your seats in 

order to attend in person. Go to: stambroseparish1 .flocknote.com/signup/20686. 

If you cannot access the online form, call us at 313-822-2814. Face masks and 

social distancing is required. Our church building is sanitized prior to each liturgy. To 

participate from home go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish. On January 16" and 17" 

we return to the 4:00 Saturday and the 10:00 Sunday schedule.     

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 

To operate, each week our parish 

  

requires a minimum Of............... $10,100.00 

On Sunday, December 27, 2020 

in envelopes we received........... $4,913.00 

in the loose collection ...............000. $918.00 

in electronic donations ................ $5,831.00 

for a total Of oo... ccececccceeeeeeeeeees $11,662.00 

Over budget for the week............ $1,562.00 

Number of envelopes mailed ............... 782 

Number of envelopes used .................4. 44 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Bp. Thomas Gumbleton, Mae Christine 

Busque, Pat Blake, Karen Culver, 

Ann Sullivan Kay, Donald Miriani, 

Bonnie McKenna, Jeanne Noto, David 

Schumacker, Matthew Elias, George 

Bucec, Emilie Kasper, Darby O’ Toole, 

Anna Noto Billings, Eileen O’Brien, 

Liz Linne, Donna Barnes, Alexandra 

Cullen, Charmaine Kaptur, Frank 

Gregory, Alex Billiu, Jerry Hansen, 

Jackie Walkowski, Kristen Kingzett, 

Maria Simcina, Albina  Checki, 

Brian Tague, Sharif Hannan, Shirley 

Whelan, Anne Purvis, Chris Walsh, 

Jerry Gutowski, Erin Hernandez- 

Andrzejezyk, Kevin O’Connor, and 

those suffering and __ hospitalized 

worldwide with COVID-19. 

A Mindful Pause 
Begin the New Year with a 

healthy new practice: mindfulness. 

Participate in directed online mindful- 

ness sessions that help you calm your 

mind and open your heart. 

Sister Esther Kennedy, OP, of- 

fers four half-hour virtual sessions of 

A Mindful Pause at 4:00 p.m. EST on 

Thursdays, January 7, 14, 21, and 28. 

A Dominican Sister of Adrian, retreat 

leader, and spiritual director, Sister Es- 
ther has facilitated monthly Mindful- 

ness Days at Weber Center for years. 

Sessions can be _ accessed 

through live stream, webercenter.org/ 

mindful-pause/. Recordings can be 

found at the same link on the day after 

each session. A Mindful Pause is open 

to all people free of charge; donations 

are appreciated. 

52 Sundays 
“52 Sundays” is a dynamic 

guide to help families reclaim the 

Lord’s Day with prayer, activities, 

food, and more. Created by the Arch- 

diocese of Detroit, it offers simple, 

practical, and fun ways to spend time 

as a family learning more about the 

Catholic faith each Sunday of 2021 52 

Sundays will help your family encoun- 

ter God’s love and grow as joyful mis- 

sionary disciples! Be sure to place your 

order early to ensure adequate delivery 

time. Get your copy today (or give it as 

a gift) for just $9.95 before it’s sold out 

like it did last year! Order 52 Sundays: 

http://www.4lpi.com/52-sundays/
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With a Father’s Heart 
Continued from page 2 

but confronted reality with open eyes and accepted personal 
responsibility for it. 

  

A creatively courageous father 
As we read the infancy narratives, we may often won- 

der why God did not act in a more direct and clear way. Yet 
God acts through events and people. Joseph was the man cho- 
sen by God to guide the beginnings of the history of redemp- 
tion. 

If at times God seems not to help us, surely this does 

not mean that we have been abandoned, but instead are being 
trusted to plan, to be creative, and to find solutions ourselves. 

The Gospel does not tell us how long Mary, Joseph 
and the child remained in Egypt. Yet they certainly needed to 

eat, to find a home and employment. It does not take much 
imagination to fill in those details. The Holy Family had to face 

concrete problems like every other family, like so many of our 

migrant brothers and sisters who, today too, risk their lives to 

escape misfortune and hunger. In this regard, I consider Saint 

Joseph the special patron of all those forced to leave their na- 
tive lands because of war, hatred, persecution and poverty. 

That child would go on to say: “As you did it to one of 
the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 
me’. Consequently, every poor, needy, suffering or dying per- 
son, every stranger, every prisoner, every infirm person is “the 

child” whom Joseph continues to protect. For this reason, Saint 
Joseph is invoked as protector of the unfortunate, the needy, 
exiles, the afflicted, the poor and the dying. Consequently, the 

Church cannot fail to show a special love for the least of our 
brothers and sisters, for Jesus showed a particular concern for 

them and personally identified with them. From Saint Joseph, 
we must learn that same care and responsibility. We must learn 

to love the child and his mother, to love the sacraments and 

charity, to love the Church and the poor. Each of these realities 

is always the child and his mother. 

A working father 
In our own day, when employment has once more 

become a burning social issue, and unemployment at times 

reaches record levels even in nations that for decades have en- 
joyed a certain degree of prosperity, there is a renewed need 
to appreciate the importance of dignified work, of which Saint 

Joseph is an exemplary patron. 

Work is a means of participating in the work of salva- 
tion, an opportunity to hasten the coming of the Kingdom, to 
develop our talents and abilities, and to put them at the service of 

society and fraternal communion. It becomes an opportunity for 
the fulfillment not only of oneself, but also of that primary cell 

of society which is the family. A family without work is particu- 
larly vulnerable to difficulties, tensions, estrangement and even 

break-up. How can we speak of human dignity without working 

to ensure that everyone is able to earn a decent living? 

Working persons, whatever their job may be, are coop- 

erating with God himself, and in some way become creators of 

the world around us. The crisis of our time, which is economic, 

social, cultural and spiritual, can serve as a summons for all 
of us to rediscover the value, the importance and necessity of 
work for bringing about a new “normal” from which no one is 
excluded. Saint Joseph’s work reminds us that God himself, in 

becoming man, did not disdain work. The loss of employment 
that affects so many of our brothers and sisters, and has in- 
creased as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, should serve as a 

summons to review our priorities. Let us implore Saint Joseph 
the Worker to help us find ways to express our firm conviction 

that no person at all, no family should be without work! 

Fathers are not born, but made. A man does not be- 

come a father simply by bringing a child into the world, but by 

taking up the responsibility to care for that child. Whenever a 

man accepts responsibility for the life of another, in some way 
he becomes a father to that person. 

Being a father entails introducing children to life and 

reality. Not holding them back, being overprotective or pos- 
sessive, but rather making them capable of deciding for them- 

selves, enjoying freedom and exploring new possibilities. A 
possessive love ultimately becomes dangerous: it imprisons, 

constricts and makes for misery. God himself loved human- 

ity with a chaste love; he left us free even to go astray and set 

ourselves against him. The logic of love is always the logic 
of freedom, and Joseph knew how to love with extraordinary 
freedom. He never made himself the center of things. He did 
not think of himself, but focused instead on the lives of Mary 

and Jesus. 

Joseph found happiness not in mere self-sacrifice but 
in self-gift. In him, we never see frustration but only trust. His 

patient silence was the prelude to concrete expressions of trust. 
Our world today needs fathers. It has no use for tyrants who 
would domineer others as a means of compensating for their 

own needs. It rejects those who confuse authority with authori- 
tarianism, service with servility, discussion with oppression, 

charity with a welfare mentality, power with destruction. Every 
true vocation is born of the gift of oneself, which is the fruit of 

mature sacrifice. The priesthood and consecrated life likewise 
require this kind of maturity. Whatever our vocation, whether 

to marriage, celibacy or virginity, our gift of self will not come 
to fulfilment if it stops at sacrifice; were that the case, instead 

of becoming a sign of the beauty and joy of love, the gift of self 
would risk being an expression of unhappiness, sadness and 
frustration. 
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