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Between around-the-clock news reports, interviews with public health experts, and pundits hashing out the pros and 

cons of different disease-fighting strategies, we’re hardly at a loss for information and perspectives on COVID-19. Yet there are 

still many questions we struggle to answer with complete confidence: Why has this happened? What should we do in response? 

And where is God in all of this? In “God and the Pandemic,” British theologian N. 1: Wright shows how Scripture speaks to 

our confusion and uncertainty. Here are some of his observations. Read this entire interview at: christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/ 

july-web-only/god-pandemic-nt-wright-coronavirus-aftermath. html. 

When COVID-19 hit, it seemed many of us Chris- 

tians were taken by surprise. Do you think the Western church 

has been living with comfort and security for so long that we 

have forgotten how to deal with darkness, suffering, and cri- 

SIs? 

Absolutely! I was talking to a senior church leader a 
few weeks ago about this, and he remarked: “You know, Tom, 

we don’t do lament very well. We’re not used to it. But nor do 

we do celebration terribly well either. What we mostly seem 

to do is complacency.” And I think he’s right. I keep hearing 

Christians asking, “Could this be the end of the world?” And I 

want to remind them that things like this have happened again 
and again. For example, in 1917-18, there was the great Span- 

ish flu pandemic, during which churches in some parts of the 

world were shut for a year. We forget that we have been here 

before. 

Furthermore, for my baby boomer generation, which 

grew up after World War II, we haven’t had a war on our home 

territory. We haven’t had a pandemic. Sure, we’ve had a cou- 

ple of economic crises, but we’ve managed to weather those, 

more or less. So we’ve just muddled along and carried on as 

though nothing too bad is going to happen. We forget about 

history. 

I was fascinated when I recently reread the letters of 

Martin Luther how he had to cope with this kind of stuff ev- 

ery few years, either for himself or for people in neighboring 

towns who cried out, Help! We’ve got a great epidemic. Peo- 

ple are dying. What do we do?“ Luther talks about obeying the 

rules concerning taking medicine, helping practically where 

you can, and not getting in the way and giving the disease to 

others if you might be infectious. He was very pragmatic, ef- 

Continued on page 2
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Humble and Practical 
Continued from page | 
  

fectively saying, This is how we cope. Let’s not make a big 

theological fuss about it. 

Overall, I think part of our problem is the rationalism 

of the last two or three hundred years in the Western world, 

which has soaked into the Church because the rationalist crit- 

ics of Christianity have said things like: “Aha, look, modern 

science shows us that Christianity is false!” In response, ratio- 

nalist Christians have said, “No, let’s show how it is all com- 

pletely rational!” That can lead to us wanting to have the an- 

swer to everything, 

and so we want 

to say things like: 

“Because God is 

sovereign, he must 

either have done 

   
   

me. And this is one of the things that marks out the Christian 

faith as distinct from pretty well any other worldview that I 

know. 

Toward the end of my book, I talk about the Church 

and its response to various lockdown orders. I argue that our 

willingness to suspend in-person gatherings and conduct ser- 

vices online may have accidentally reinforced the secular idea 

that faith is a private activity. How do we navigate the tension 

between the call to corporate worship and the importance of 

public health? 

I begin with the point that Luther made that we must 

not spread infection. That’s irresponsible. It’s playing around 
with other people’s 

lives. And if we 

love our Church 

  

Today, January 9, 2021 
Bishop Donald Hanchon 

this deliberately 

or at least permit- 

ted it deliberately.” 

We think that we 

should be able to 

see what he’s up to. 

But I really don’t 

think we are given 

that kind of access. 

One of my 

favorite moments 

in the New Testa- 

ment is in Paul’s 

letter to Philemon 

    and men of St. Ambrose. The gift and grace of 
the Holy Spirit will be given in Confirmation to... 
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buildings more 
completes the Sacraments of than we love our 

Initiation for these young women neighbors, then 
woe betide us.... 

But on the other 

hand, I worry that 

online worship can 

easily tempt us into 

saying, “Oh, we 

don’t need to meet 

in person, because 

these are spiritual 

matters.” 

So you can 

worship God in 

your bedroom, in 

your pajamas, as 
about the slave On-     much as anywhere 
  esimus. He writes, 

‘Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little 

while was that you might have him back forever” (1:15). In 

other words, Paul thinks that perhaps he might be able to see 

what God was up to in this situation. But he’s not going to say 

so definitively. 

There’s a humility here that we need. Now that could 

spill over backwards into an attitude of “We know nothing, 

so who cares?” That wouldn’t be wise either, because we are 

given guidelines. But knowing all the details is, as the saying 

goes, above our pay grade. It’s God’s job. Our job, when God 

lets us know what we have to do in this particular situation, is 
to get on with it. 

[And] tears in the Gospels sometimes are the crucial 

element. What they show ts that the God who made the world, 

who became human as Jesus of Nazareth, is not sitting up- 

stairs somewhere, looking down and saying, “Okay, I'll sort 

out your mess.” Rather, he’s the God who comes and gets his 

hands dirty and gets his hands pierced in order to be where we 

are and to rescue us from there. It’s profoundly comforting to 

know that when I am grieving, as Paul says in Romans 8, Je- 

Sus 1S grieving with me, and the Holy Spirit is grieving within 

else? Well, in a 

sense you can. But Christianity is a team sport. It’s something 

we do together. Think of the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, graciousness, gentleness, faithful- 

ness, and self-control (Gal. 5:22—23). All of those are things 

we do together. You can’t be practicing them apart from one 

another. And so the sooner we can come back together wisely, 

the better. 

As for receiving the Eucharist, yes, we can [in a 

metaphysical way] receive that on the screen, but there 1s also 

a sense of fasting, of deprivation, of exile, because the body 

of Christ — the larger family of the people of God — is not 

physically present with us. 

I’ve long thought that the most important response to 

evil and suffering isn’t words so much as action, even action 

that may be costly. Jesus modeled this for us. So, in light of 

the suffering caused by the pandemic: What should Christians 

be doing now? How then should we live? 

There’s a fascinating passage in Acts 11, where the 

disciples in Antioch hear from a prophet that there’s going 

to be a famine. They don’t respond by saying: Oh dear, what 

Continued on page 7
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Growth is vital to human life; 

the body and mind must grow to stay 

alive. Catholics believe that the soul 

also needs to grow to maturity in the 

life of grace, just as the human body 

must grow through childhood, adoles- 

cence, and adulthood. The Sacrament 

of Confirmation is the supernatural 

equivalent of the growth process on the 

natural level. It builds on what was be- 

gun in Baptism and what was nourished 

in Holy Eucharist. It completes the 

process of initiation into the Christian 

community, and it matures the soul for 

the work ahead. 

This is one reason why here 

at St. Ambrose we schedule the Sac- 

rament of Confirmation for our young 

people on the Feast of the Baptism 

of Jesus. Scripture tells us that at the 

baptism of Jesus, a voice from heaven 

was heard to say; “You are my beloved 

son....” Jesus experienced a deep and 

all-embracing oneness with God, and 

an overwhelming sense of being the be- 

loved. The love which passes between 
Jesus and the Father in the Holy Spirit 

became the animating force of his life, 

expressed with passionate urgency in 

his words and actions. At his baptism in 

the Jordan River, Jesus has a “growth 

spurt” in his life’s mission. 

I want all the young people 

being confirmed this weekend to feel 

that same confidence that they too are 

the “beloved” of God. I’ve observed 

that already in them as they talked with 

me during their pre-confirmation inter- 

views. You can get that same sense of 

“animation” these young people have as 

you read the prayers to the Holy Spirit 

that our confirmandi have composed. 

With the grace of this sacrament, I’m 

confident that the future of our Church 

is in good hands. 

As for just about all things in 

parish life, we’ve had to make accom- 

modations in the instruction process 

and in how we celebrate the sacrament 
of Confirmation. A number of students 

elected to postpone reception of the sac- 

rament until later in the year when the 

pandemic recedes. 

Because of limited seating, 

we're live-streaming the liturgy so that 
other friends and family members can 

participate electronically. That will start 

at 1:30 on January 9", and it will be the 

liturgy that we broadcast for this week- 

end. Bishop Donald Hanchon is our 

confirming prelate. 
FA Pd 

As we look back at the 

attendance this past Christmas 

season, we made some obser- 

vations. First, there was a nice 

sense of cooperation when 

requested to pre-register for a 

seat. As it was, everyone was 

accommodated and just about 

everyone got their first choice. 

Starting next week, there will 

be no need to pre-register. 

Second, we probably 

scheduled too many masses. 

I thought that the sentimental draw of 

Christmas would lure more people to 

live worship, but any increase was not 

overwhelming. The 8:00 Christmas Eve 

mass was sparsely attended and drew 

away from the midnight mass celebra- 

tion. 

Thirdly, the popularity of time- 

shifting and watching mass online has 

a popular following. So popular that I 

am concerned that once the pandemic 1s 

corralled, we’re going to have our work 

cut out for us convincing the faithful to 

come back to worship in person. 

The “engagement numbers” 

for each livestream have been very 

strong. Engagements can include ac- 

tions such as reacting to, commenting 

on or sharing, viewing a photo or video 

or clicking on a link. Midnight mass 

had the highest engagement number of 

747, followed by the Feast of the Epiph- 

any which garnered 599 engagements. 

Christmas and New Year’s eves were 

roughly equal at about 377 engage- 

ments each. 

The Archbishop’s dispensa-   

tion from the obligation to attend mass 

on the weekend expires with the First 

Sunday of Lent which is February 21". 

I have my doubts as to whether or not 

it will be safe even then to remove all 

restrictions on the size of our assembly. 

I’m certain that it will be a little longer 
before we bring back the choir, con- 

gregational singing, and so many other 

community-building things that are 

hallmarks of our Eucharist. It’s going to 

be a long, slow rebuilding process. 
FAA 

In discussions with Kelly 

Woolums, our director of Religious 

Education, we’ve come 

to the conclusion that 

for the beginning of 

this second semester of 
classes, we will retain 

the remote learning 

model. While I am anx- 

ious to salvage some 

direct classroom time, 

the problem is an insuf- 

ficient number of fami- 

lies and faculty willing 

to return for face-to- 

face instruction. While I think that the 

online program we are using 1s a good 

one, it is no substitute for building a 
student/teacher relationship and for at- 

tending weekend mass as a family. The 

pandemic continues to eat away at the 

patterns of parish life. 
FAA 

The annual Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity begins in a little over 

a week on Monday, January 18" and 

continues with and concludes Monday, 

January 25". Because of the pandemic, 

most public inter-religious events are 

not being held this year. But there is a 

wealth of materials that you can access 

for personal prayer. 

The 2021 theme is, “Abide in 

my love... you shall bear much fruit.” 

(John 15:1-17) You are invited to par- 

ticipate in these and other ecumenical 
opportunities electronically. 

Preparatory materials for the 

2021 WPCU can be found through the 

World Council of Churches and the 

Graymoor Ecumenical and Interreli- 

gious Institute websites. 
TRP
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"| searching for a 
_ | fresh new way to 

| pray every day of 
| the year? Daily 

| Prayer 2021 is your 

_ | guide to prayer that 

|| includes scripture, 

| psalmody, a brief 

  

    ~ reflection, general 
intercessions, and a closing prayer. It is 

ideal for personal and family reflection 

upon the word of God. This also makes 

an excellent gift for a senior, a newly- 

wed or for a student away at college. 

These prayerbooks are $10 

each — which 1s a modest investment in 

someone’s spiritual formation. To pick 

up a copy of this year’s Daily Prayer 

2021, call the rectory office at 822-2814. 

MLK Memorial Mass 
A champion of civil rights, 

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s dreams were 

much aligned with many of our Catholic 

teachings: care for the poor and vulner- 

able; solidarity in our one human fam- 

ily, regardless of race, ethnicity, reli- 

gious, or economic differences; the life 

and dignity of all people; fair wages and 

treatment in civic matters; peace, equal- 

ity, and social justice among all; and dis- 

cipleship of Christ. Join a livestreamed 

Mass at aod.org/livemasses on Monday, 

January 18" at 11 a.m. to celebrate the 

life and work of Dr. King. To attend 

Mass in person at the Cathedral of the 

Most Blessed Sacrament please register 

and save your seat at mlk-jr-memorial- 

mass.eventbrite.com. 

Vincentian Reflection 
After Jesus was baptized, he 

saw the Spirit of God descending like 

a dove and a voice was heard: “You are 

my beloved Son, with you I am well 

pleased.” As we help our neighbors 

in need, we also can hear these same 
words. As you place your gift in the 

St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box, or write 

a check, know that you are a sign of 

God’s love to our neighbors in need 

and you give the reason to believe, 

hope and trust. That’s a special gift. 

Faith Formation Station 
Our amazing group of confirmandi were prepared for Confirmation during a very 

stressful time. It is my honor to share with you their heart-felt prayers to the Holy Spirit. 

Please keep these young people in your prayers as they continue their faith journey as con- 

firmed members of our Church. Kelly Woolums 

ome Holy Spirit to fill my heart and my soul and help my spirit grow. Please give me the gift of 

Wisdom, that | can absorb your teachings. Please give me the gift of Understanding, that | can 
understand the people around me. Please give me the gift of Knowledge, that | can use it to help my 
community through daily struggles. Please give me the gift of Courage, that | can carry your message 
without fear. Please give me the gift of Counsel, that it will help me lead my community through tough 
times. Please give me the gift of Love, which will be my guiding principle in everything | do. Please 
give me the gift of Fear of the Lord to keep me focused on my path to salvation. - LIVA BAER 

ome, Holy Spirit, | am in awe by the actious you have performed for those who are worthy. | shall 
devote my life to you, as you are all-knowing and kind. Please watch over me and guide me the 

right way and | shall give my thanks to you. —- ELLA B/TER 

ome, Holy Spirit, guide me toward a life of faithfulness that | prepare for. Give me strength dear 
Lord, that | might spread your gracious word to others who have become lost upon your path 

of righteousness. May you please shine your light on me and save me, Lord Almighty Father. — 
ZACHARY CARDENAS 

ome, Holy Spirit. Please help ease the nervousness and anxiousness that | am experiencing 
before Confirmation. Thank you, God, for helping me through this journey. Thank you for blessing 

me and my family. | will continue to follow in your footsteps and spread the word of God through 
my journey to heaven. Thank you, God, for blessing me with a wonderful family, amazing friends, 
and giving me this opportunity to have an outstanding relationship with God. | am very excited to be 
confirmed to my church. Thank you, God, for everything you have done. - LAUREN CARRON 

ome, Holy Spirit, guide me on my path in life. Give me the Wisdom to make the right decisions. 
Give me the Strength to live a good Christian life. Send the Holy Spirit into my heart to remain 

forever. Thank you for the many Blessings you have bestowed upon me. | am grateful for my family 
and for those who love me. | pray for my friends, that they too may find God and establish a close 
relationship with Him. You are the Way, the Truth, and the Light. - LOUIS C/ERPIAL 

ome Holy Spirit of God, take me as a disciple. Guide me, enlighten me, guide me down this path. 
Help me, bind my hands so they do no evil. Help me, covering eyes so | may not see evil. Cover 

my mouth, so it says no evil. Lead me into the fullness of the truth. - MASON COLE 

ome, Holy Spirit be with us always. Show us how to use the Gifts the Holy Spirit has given us. 
Wisdom, Understanding, Wonder & Awe, Reverence, Right Judgment, and Courage. Guide us, 

strengthen us, purify us. Restrain our hands, so that they may do no evil. Conceal our eyes, so that 
they may see no evil. Seal our lips, so that they may speak no evil. Lead us toward the direction of 
what is right. Satisfy us with your Peace. Enlighten us with your Love. Surround us with your Grace. 
Long Live Christ our King. - ALYSSA FLORES 

Lord, how wonderful You are. | am so grateful that | can take a step deeper into my relationship 
with You. | thank You for loving me enough to send your Son into the world, not to condemn me 

but that |, through Him might be saved. Lord | give You my heart, my mind, and my soul for these 
things all belong to You. | have been changed for the better because of You. - CATE HAMPTON 

ome Holy Spirit and fill me with your grace. Help me welcome God’s goodness. Thank you, Lord, 
for my wonderful life filled with your love. Please help people open their eyes and souls to you. 

Thank you, God, for your undying love. - DAILEY JOGAN 

oly Spirit help me grow from the hard times I’ve had and will have. Look over those who have 
helped me. Thank you for all that you have done for me and continue to do. Help me be prepared 

for Confirmation. - ELLA JOHNSON 

Co Holy Spirit, please keep me safe and always show me the right path in life. - SARA JOHNSON 

Core: Holy Spirit, and breathe into me so my thoughts and desires may all be holy. Move in me 
so my words and actions may all be holy. Attract my heart, Holy Spirit, so all that | love may be 

holy. Strengthen me that | may defend all that is holy and help those who have lost their way. For only 
through God, the Father Almighty, can our lives be fulfilled and completed. For only through Jesus, His 
only Son, can we have faith in our salvation. For only through the Holy Spirit can we have the strength 
and charisma to spread the Word of the Lord. For only through faith in the Holy Trinity may we be good 
disciples of Christ, be saved from sin and eternal damnation, and be complete in our worldly life and 
in the next. - PAUL KAMINSKI
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Core Holy Spirit, help me confirm to this religion. | am so glad | practice this religion. God is 
so great. | feel happy for my faith to be forever. | promise to always have faith in God, Jesus, 

and the Holy Spirit. Thank you God for everything in my life, for my family and my memories. | am 
so incredibly grateful to have what | have. | will always be kind to my neighbors like Jesus would. 
| praise you always. Thank you for all the things | am so blessed to have. — /SABELLA KURAS 

ome Holy Spirit, Thank you for being in my life. Please give me wisdom and understanding. 
Help guide me through this important time. | give thanks to you for all you have done for me, 

my family, and my community. As you guide me, please help guide others that are less fortunate. 
— ANDRES LINK 

ome, Holy Spirit, fill me with light. | shall never break away form you. | thank you for your 
kindness and forgiveness. You are the inspiration in me. | shall act with kindness to those who 

lack it. | believe you will guide me in the right direction and will watch over me. Thank you, Holy 
Spirit, for your light. - MALVINA LUBANSK! 

ome Holy Spirit, | will follow you for the rest of my life and | will follow the Bible’s ways. | 
thank you for my life and prosperity. | wish to keep everyone healthy and happy. — VINCENT 

MAFFESOLI 

— oly Spirit thank you for your guidance during my Confirmation journey. | ask for your continued 
guidance throughout high school and as | enter into adulthood. Please look over my family 

and friends during this trying time. | ask all of this through Christ Our Lord. - MATEO MELE 

ome Holy Spirit and please guide me through my Confirmation journey and faithful decision. 
Thank you for all you have done. | love you God. — LIAM O’BYRNE 

ome Holy Spirit, guide me through hardships and easy times. Please watch over me. Please 
bless my family and |, as well as my peers who are also getting confirmed this year. Please 

continue to bless my family and | with food, water, and a roof over our heads. Thank you, God, 
truly, for everything you do for me and others. Please pray for my siblings that they succeed in 
school. | am blown away by everything you have made for us. - ALAYNA OKONOSK! 

ome, Holy Spirt, I’m thanking you for blessing me with my amazing family and friends. For 
leading and guiding me through life and listing to my prayers. There are so many reasons | 

praise you. You always listen and help me. You give me a purpose and you give me the strength 
to get through any obstacle life throws at me. | ask for your blessing and your admiration to 
continue on my journey as a faithful Christian and Catholic. My petition for myself is to be brave 
and courageous and kind like you. | am going to help and volunteer whenever | can. | also pray to 
you to ask for help. Help for the sick, the poor, and the people in need. Please help other people 
as you have helped me. — CLA/RE OTTINGER 

ome, Holy Spirit and protect my soul as | travel on my journey of life. May | be just, right, and 
do good. May the Gifts of the Holy Spirit never leave my mind. May my family be safe and 

protected and my friends as well. | thank the Holy Spirit and God for helping me throughout life 
and may God the Father Almighty always look down upon me as | will always have faith in Him. 
Glory to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. - L/AM RAETHER 

ome, Holy Spirit | adore you because of your greatness. My favorite petition prayer is the Our 
Father because we ask for forgiveness for our sins. Every time before | eat dinner or when 

something good happens to me, | take a moment to thank God for what has happened. | pray for 
my friends and family to stay safe during these times. | praise God because | am understanding 
of his words and what he has done for us. - KLO/E ROY 

Cone Holy Spirit. Thank you God for all you have done for me and my family. You have guided 
me through many hurdles, and | came out a better man. Thank you for guiding me through 

these times. Please look over me and my family for years to come. Thank you for all you have 
done for us, and please heal the sick and wounded. — JACK RYAN 

ome, Holy Spirit | pray you keep everyone safe. | pray that my love for God grows and grows. 
| pray that | become a better version of myself after Confirmation. | give thanks to you for 

keeping my family and | healthy. | pray you keep the other kids healthy and without harm. | pray 
that | will continue to take the right path which is closer to you. But most of all, | pray you prepare 
me for the next chapter of my life. | pray you prepare me for everything to come. | love you Lord. 
Thank you for everything. In the Lord’s Name. - JACKSON RYBICKI! 

ome, Holy Spirit guide me along the journey you call life. Bless me through prayer to you. 
Bless the other Confirmation candidates. Thank you, God, for getting me through this journey. 

Bless me with the strength to continue. Praise you God for all you have done for me. — MAD/SON 
TURNBULL 
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Donations to our church have 

never been so easy! 

* Give tithes and offerings from your 

smartphone 

* Donate anytime, anywhere 
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¢ Make us your home church 

on Givelify 

* Free to download and use 
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The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
St. Ambrose Catholic Community 

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 

Minister of Music: Dr. Norah Duncan IV 

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor 
Secretary: Mary Urbanski 

Sacramental Celebrations 

Masses: On the Lord’s Day — 

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 10:00 a.m. 

Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 

infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 

office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

proposed date to make arrangements. 

Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 

after the deceased's passing. 

Directory 
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 

Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 

Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 

Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net   
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Liturgy Schedule 
January 11 

Weekday 1 week in Ordinary Time 

January 12 

Weekday 1 week in Ordinary Time 

January 13 

St. Hilary, bishop & doctor 

January 14 

Weekday 1 week in Ordinary Time 

January 15 

Weekday 1 Week in Ordinary Time 

January 16 

Weekday 1 Week in Ordinary Time 

4:00 p.m. Mass - For all People 

January 17 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

10:00 a.m. Mass - For All People 

*Liturgies marked as Facebook live 
will also be accessible throughout the day. 

Spending Spotlight 
Mass-goers (in person and on- 

line) are noticing and letting us know that 

the sound quality in church has improved 

a great deal over the last few weeks. This 

is due to the fact that we have upgraded 

the sound system as well as begun to in- 

stall a permanent camera system for our 

video masses. The cost for this special — 

and very necessary — project: $28,348. We 

have sent a check for half of that so far. 

Scriptures for the 1“ 
Week in Ordinary Time 

January 11 

Heb 1: 1-6 
Ps 97: 2b, 6, 7c, 9 

Mk 1: 14-20 
January 12 

Heb 2: 5-12 

Ps 8: 2ab, 5-9 
Mk 1: 21-28 

January 13 
Heb 2: 14-18 

Ps 105: 1-4, 6-9 
Mk 1: 29-39 

January 14 
Heb 3: 7-14 

Ps 96: 6-7c, 8-11 

Mk 1: 40-45 
January 15 

Heb 4: 12-16 
Ps 78: 3, 4bc, 6c-8 

Mk 2: 1-12 
January 16 

Heb 4: 12-16 
Ps 19: 8-10, 15 

Mk 2: 13-17 

January 17 
1 Sm 3: 3b-10, 19 

Ps 40: 2, 4,7-10 
1 Cor 6: 13c-15a, 17-20 

Jn 1: 35-42 

  

  

Second Sunday in Orvdinary “Time 
There will be two Masses on here on the weekend 

— Saturday at 4:00 p.m. and Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

Out of an abundance of caution, we have opened mass to a congregation of 25% 

of the building’s capacity — roughly 150 persons. 

It will no longer be necessary to register for a seat, but contact informa- 

tion will be required of all in attendance. Face masks and social distancing is 

likewise required. Our church building is sanitized prior to each liturgy. 

To participate electronically go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish.     

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 
To operate, each week our parish 

  

requires a minimum Of............... $10,100.00 

On Sunday, January 3, 2021 

in envelopes we received........... $2,809.00 

in the loose collection ............0...00.. $831.00 

in electronic donations .............. $10,306.00 

for a total Of ooo... cceeeeceeeereeee $13,946.00 

Over budget for the week........... $3,846.00 

Number of envelopes mailed ............... 782 

Number of envelopes used ..............00..... 49 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Bp. Thomas Gumbleton, Mae Christine 

Busque, Pat Blake, Karen Culver, 

Donald Miriani, Bonnie McKenna, 

Jeanne Noto, David Schumacker, 

Matthew Elias, George Bucec, Emilie 

Kasper, Darby O’Toole, Anna Noto 

Billings, Eileen O’Brien, Liz Linne, 

Donna Barnes, Alexandra Cullen, 

Charmaine Kaptur, Frank Gregory, 

Alex Billiu, Jerry Hansen, Jackie 

Walkowski, Kristen Kingzett, Maria 

Simcina, Brian Tague, Sharif Hannan, 

Shirley Whelan, Anne Purvis, Chris 

Walsh, Jerry Gutowski, Kevin 

O’Connor, Abel & Aida Busque, 

and those suffering and hospitalized 

worldwide with COVID-19. 

Our Dead 
When Dr. Kenneth Michael 

Nowicki retired from Hutzel/Harper 

Hospitals in 1997, it was acknowl- 

edged by actual count that he had read 

and interpreted a total of 381,891 ra- 

diographs. This was just a portion of 
his medical career which included ser- 

vice to the Marine Corps, a board certi- 

fied radiologist in nuclear medicine and 

faculty member at Wayne State. 
Dr. Nowicki was born on the 

east side of Detroit. He attended U of 
D High School and then U of M and its 
Medical School where he matriculated 
at the top of his class. He enlisted in 
the Navy and served during the Cuban 
Missile Crisis. In 1961, he married his 

wife, Rose Marie [Zalewski] a nurse he 
had met at Harper Hospital. After mili- 
tary service, Ken returned to live with 
his family in Birmingham, Royal Oak, 
and finally Bloomfield Hills. 

Among his interests were 
movies, the theatre, concerts, opera 

and an unwavering love for the Detroit 
Lions. In retirement, Dr. Ken enjoyed 
spending time with his family, garden- 
ing and taking long boat rides in the 
Florida Keys. 

At age 85, Dr. Ken died on 

Christmas day 2020, and his funeral 

mass was celebrated here at St. Am- 

brose on December 30" by Fr. Tim 

Pelc and Fr. Richard Cassidy of Sacred 

Heart Seminary. 

Ken was predeceased by his 

parents, and wife, Rose Marie. He is 

survived by his sons, Michael (Karen), 

Charles, and his brother, Roger.



JANUARY 10, 2021 - THE BEEHIVE 

  

Humble and Practical 
Continued from page 2 
  

can this mean? Is God angry with us? Does this mean the Lord is coming back? No, 

they’re very practical. They ask: Who is going to be most at risk? What can we do 

to help? And who should we send? 

The result is that Paul and Barnabas are sent off to Jerusalem with money 

for the poor church there. It’s similar at the start of John 9, the story of the man born 

blind. Jesus is relentlessly practical and discourages his disciples from asking whose 

fault this was or whether some sin was to blame. It wasn’t actually anybody’s fault. 

The important question is what God would have us do in response. 

So for us, we should start with our neighbors, friends, and family, asking 

who we could help by bringing some food, tools, or medical supplies. Maybe our 

congregations could get involved with something like running a food bank. In short, 

we should ask: What can we do? 

In his book “Dominion: How the Christian Revolution Remade the World,” 

the historian Tom Holland points out that many things the Church and only the 

Church used to do have now been taken on by the wider secular society. Thus many 

doctors and nurses who would not call themselves Christians have picked up this 

strong imperative to look after people, even at the potential cost of their own lives. 

That is a noble thing. But in the ancient world, 1t was only the Christians who did 

that. So in a sense, some of that Christian ideal has spread out into the world. And 

we should thank God for that. 

But in the Church, we have been doing things like medicine, care of the 

poor, and education from day one. They are deep in the church’s DNA. So Christians 

should be reclaiming that tradition and holding onto it—and not just when there’s a 
pandemic going on. 

Bishop N.T. Wright 

E-Donations 
St. Ambrose Parish is equipped to make electronic transfers from your 

checking account or credit card on our website. Christian Financial Credit Union 

brings parishioners and friends the ability to make an electronic contribution to 

St. Ambrose on a regular or one-time basis. 

Your checking account or credit card may be used to make a single 

donation; or you may set up automatic weekly, monthly or quarterly contributions 

ona schedule. This solution is not meant to replace the current envelope method 

of collection, but instead to provide an additional alternative for those who might 

prefer to make their contributions electronically. 

We hope this additional financial service allows you another way to manage 

your stewardship to St. Ambrose. Visit stambrosechurch.net for more information 

on electronic giving. 

A Mindful Pause 
Begin the New Year with a healthy new practice: mindfulness. Participate 

in directed online mindfulness sessions that help you calm your mind and open 

your heart. 

Sister Esther Kennedy, OP, offers four half-hour virtual sessions of A 

Mindful Pause at 4:00 p.m. EST on Thursdays, January 14, 21, and 28. A Domini- 

can Sister of Adrian, retreat leader, and spiritual director, Sister Esther has facili- 

tated monthly Mindfulness Days at Weber Center for years. 

Sessions can be accessed through live stream, webercenter.org/mindful- 

pause/. Recordings can be found at the same link on the day after each session. A 

Mindful Pause is open to all people free of charge; donations are appreciated.   

Name 

  

  

Home Phone 

  

Work Phone 

  

Email Address 

  

O 

| would simply like to learn 

more about the Catholic Faith. 

| desire to prepare for my 

I've been Baptized as a Christian 

and now desire to join in Catholic 

Communion. 

I'm non-Catholic, but married to a 

Catholic, and now wish to join the 

Catholic Church. 

I'm Catholic and | would like to 

complete my initiation into the 

Catholic Church by celebrating 

Confirmation and/or Communion. 

I'm Baptized Catholic and would 

like to learn more about my faith 

and how to practice it. 

| want to propose someone for 

Catholic Church membership and 

offer to serve as their sponsor. 

| would be willing to help with an 

R.C.1.A. program. 

| have other needs, requests, and 

questions. Please contact me. 

| Return this to the Parish Rectory or place it in the 
| Collection basket. 

| 
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| 
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Baptism into Christianity. | 
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