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I was eight years old the first time someone called me 

a nigger. It happened in elementary school one morning when I 

started to feel sick. I was in bad enough shape to call my mother 

at her factory job at Chrysler. I dutifully went to the school of- 

fice, where they dialed the number on the emergency contact 

card and handed me the phone. Nervously, I asked to speak 

with Laurie McCaulley, but the man on the other line said I 

had the wrong number and abruptly hung up. We tried calling a 

second time, but the same man replied with something like, “I 

told you that you have the wrong number. . . . Can’t you niggers 

even use the phone?” 

I was aware of my blackness before that phone call, 

but it was wrapped in the soothing warmth of normalcy. My 

church was black; my school was black, and my sports teams 

were black. When we cleaned our home, black soul music 

played in the background. On the phone that morning, I expe- 

rienced my blackness as the object of derision. I recall the rage 

building alongside my awareness of powerlessness. I had been 

emotionally assaulted, but there was no way to respond. 

Black children collect these slights as they navigate the 

cities and towns, the highways and back roads of these United 

States. The anger grows, and we often have no place to put it, 

so we turn to the closest thing at hand. We harm each other and 

violently demand the respect of our black friends and neighbors 

because we are hounded by disrespect in white spaces. I grew 

up around black men who hit black women, and I was helpless 

to stop it. The rage grew. I was mad at white people. I was mad 

at my own people. I was infuriated by my own helplessness. 

The history of black people in this country is a litany 

of suffering. As far back into America’s story as we want to 

g0, we will see the heavy boot of white supremacy stepping on 

the backs of black women and men. What can we do with our 

anger, our pain? How does Christianity speak to it? What does 

the cross have to say, not simply to human suffering but to the 
particular suffering of African Americans? 

The Cross Breaks the Wheel 
Let me be clear: The cross of Jesus Christ is not an 

intellectual apologetic that explains away the whip and chain 

as instruments of God’s larger purposes. We do not believe that 

our slavery was intended for America’s salvation. We do not 

hold to some broken and distorted application of Joseph’s story 

(Gen. 50:19-21). No, what happened to the enslaved and their 

descendants was and remains an unmitigated evil. 

But how does God respond to our cries? Not with fac- 

ile appeals to free will—that some people will abuse it and do 

evil things like slavery. Nor does he respond as he did to Job, 

merely by revealing his sovereign glory and silencing our ques- 

tions and complaints. 

Continued on page 2
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God's Answer to Black Rage 
Continued from page 1 

What is God’s first answer to black suffering (and the 

wider human suffering and the rage that comes alongside it)? It 

is to enter it alongside us as a friend and redeemer. The answer 

to black rage 1s the calming words of the Word made flesh. The 

Incarnation that comes all the way down, even unto death, has 

been enough for us to say yes, God, we trust you. 

We trust God because he knows what it means to be at 

the mercy of a corrupt state that knows little of human rights. 

Rome and the antebellum South may not be twins, but they 

are definitely close relatives. On the cross we meet a God who 

experienced injustice in the flesh, and who knows the plight of 

innocent sufferers around the world. 

But what reaches out and grabs the heart of the black 

Christian is not simply that Christ was innocent of the charges 

levied against him. If that were the full message of the Cross, 

Jesus would merely be another in a long line of martyrs. Jesus 

stands out as the truly innocent sufferer who had done nothing 

wrong. 

We are not slave owners. Nonetheless, we have par- 

ticipated in the harm of others, in ways large and small. The 

results have come back from the analysis of the human con- 

dition, and the data is clear: We are all sinners. Jesus is not. 

The Christian tradition says that the innocent one suffered for 

us individually and corporately to bring us to God (Gal. 2:20; 
Rom. 4:25). It is only by looking at our enemies through the 

lens of the Cross that we can begin to imagine the forgiveness 

necessary for community. What do black Christians do with 

the rage we rightly feel? We send it to the cross of Christ. 

If you dig deep enough into the past of any person or 

group, you will find wrong. As Paul expressed it: “All have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). It 1s 

only by remembering that God’s forgiveness costs him some- 

thing that I find the divinely given power to pay the cost of 

forgiveness instead of revenge. The sword gives birth to the 

sword, but the cross breaks the wheel. 

This dynamic is not unique to the African American 

context; is 1t also the story of first-century Israel. Jesus came 

into a world in which his fellow Jews had every reason to be 

angry at Rome. They were an occupied country—overtaxed, 

exploited, and subject to all the indignities of colonial rule. 

Nonetheless, these early Jewish Christians, who had all the 

historical ammunition needed to seek the ruin of their Gentile 

oppressors, made it their mission to convert a largely hostile 

Roman world. 

This call to transform rage into love and forgiveness 

can be misheard as justifying continued abuse and acquiesc- 

ing to mistreatment. But the theological energy of the Bible is 

toward liberation. The Exodus speaks of freedom from slavery, 

and the New Testament speaks of freedom from sin. God does 

not intend for his people to remain in bondage forever. 

Further, the New Testament calls on believers to help 

those who are suffering. According to James, a “pure and fault- 

less” religion “is this: to look after orphans and widows in their 

  

  

distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 

(1:27). How could we offer victims of abuse anything less than 

the end of their suffering when we have the power to grant it? 

James does not say, “Tell the orphans and the widows to put up 

with suffering.” He says to the Christian, “Help them!” 

The Final Vindication 
It would be dishonest to say that the Cross’s answer 

to evil is always emotionally satisfying. Looking at the pres- 

ent and the historic suffering of my people, there are times | 

feel closer to Psalm 137 (“Happy is the one who repays you 

according to what you have done to us”) than Luke 23:34 (“Fa- 

ther, forgive them’). 

It is precisely when anger reigns in my heart that I 

must remember the Resurrection. Without it, the forgiveness 

embedded in the cross is the wistful dream of a pious fool. But 

I am convinced that the Messiah has defeated death. I can for- 

give my enemies because I believe the Resurrection happened. 

I am convinced the God who had the power to judge me did 
not. Instead he invited me into communion with his Son, and 

through that union I discover the resources to love that I did 

not possess before. 

But more than that, the Resurrection is the final vindi- 

cation of all black hopes and dreams. If black anger arises from 

the disregard of black bodies, then resurrected black bodies 
are God’s ultimate affirmation of our value. When God finally 

calls the dead to life, he calls them to life with their ethnic 

identity intact (Rev. 7:9). 

One day, God will judge all wickedness. This is both 

comforting and terrifying. It makes me long for everyone to 

take advantage of God’s offer of forgiveness in Christ. Chris- 

tian eschatology breeds compassion. Many years into my 

Christian life I still feel the anger, but the Cross and the reality 

of God’s power have changed me. I want the oppressor to re- 

pent and find healing. I want him or her to be free as well. 

Adapted from Reading While Black by Esau McCaul- 

ley. Copyright © 2020 by Esau McCaulley. Used by permis- 

sion of Inter Varsity Press, PO. Box 1400, Downers Grove, IL 

60515-1426. www.ivpress.com 

Day 
Could you be searching for a fresh new 

way to pray every day of the year? Daily 

Prayer 2021 is your guide to prayer that 

includes scripture, psalmody, a brief 
reflection, general intercessions, and a 

closing prayer. It is ideal for personal and 

family reflection upon the word of God. 

This also makes an excellent gift for a 

senior, a newlywed or for a student away 

at college. 
These prayerbooks are $10 each — which is a mod- 

est investment in someone’s spiritual formation. To pick up a 

copy of this year’s Daily Prayer 2021, call the rectory office at 

822-2814.
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Our Christmas 2020 Collection 

tabulations are now complete. Ht was 
rather rernarkable considering the eco- 

nomic consequences of stay-at-home 

orders and precautionary quarantining 

which affected U.S. households at ev- 

ery income level. A full, one-third of 

Amiericans have lost income since the 

coronavirus pandemic began. 

Yet for 2020 end-of-year grv- 

ing, Ambrosians made donations of 

$461,230 to their parish. This is a very 
respectable number when you consider 

that these contributions were made 

when attendance was slim at all our 

Christinas masses. 

This amount compares very 

favorably to gifts made for Christmas 

2019, which totaled $262,000 (realiz- 

ing that $100,000 of that amount came 

from a one-time donor). 

And consider that the Christ- 

mas Collection of 2018, when there 

were no extenuating Covid circum- 

stances, amounted to $144,843, which 

puts the recent 2020 Christrnas Collec- 

tion ahead of that! 

The trend | am seemg is that a 

significant number of Ambrosians re- 

main steadfast in their year-round giv- 

ing throughout the pandemic — wheth- 

er they attend Mass in person, or watch 
it via livestream, or time-shift on video. 

The push we made to “on- 

line giving” three years ago has been a 

saving grace in this regard. Providing 

digital options tor donating has proved 

essential for our parish. I have to think 

that this will continue to grow in impar- 

tance as society at large automates its 

banking as well as its giving habits. 

But its not enough fust to offer 

an electronic giving option. The time 

has come to prioritize it. Ultimately, the 
spiritual discipline of giving will have 

an almost exclusive digital expression 

in the future as we move toward a cash- 

less society. 

If you haven't already switched 

your contributions to our electronic giv~ 

ing platform, please consider doing so 

this calendar year. 

St. Ambrose Parish, through 

Christian Financial Credit Union, is 

equipped to make electronic transters from 

your checking account or credit card via 

our website. You can make a single dona- 

tion or you may set up automatic weekly, 

monthly or quarterly contributions on a 

schedule. Go to stambrosechurch.net for 

miormation on electronic giving. A call 

to Pegey at our office can help you set 

this ap. 

Tam beyond grateful to every- 

one who remembered us and supported 

our parish over the Christmas holidays. 
PPE 

Since there was no “children’s 

ftturey” on Christmas Eve this vear, i 

should not come as a surprise that the 

Pregnancy Aid Society didn’t do quite 

as well in the gift department. There 

were noticeably fewer infant and baby 

essentials collected. 

So, we're delaying the deliv- 

ery (no pun intended) of the gifts we 

have arnmassed until the first week of 

February allowing you time to partici- 

pate in this pragmatic way of showing 

your support for infant lives. ft isn’t 

enough for us to rant against abortion 

politics as an abstract moral principal 

if we don’t also do all in our power to 

provide essentials to young moms who 

have made a challenging decision to 

carry their babies to term. 

You can drop off gifts for Preg- 

nancy Aid when you come to mass next 

weekend, or you can have new-born es- 

sentials” gifts sent to us at the rectory. 
PPE 

AS part of the Family of Par- 

ishes (FoP) restructuring plan, St. Am- 

brose has been directed to conduct a 

SWOT analysis. Facilitated by a “Mis- 

sionary” from the Archdiocese of De- 

trot (AcD), this two-hour, in-person 

meeting is supposed to gather thoughts 

and ideas from our parishioners on the 

strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 

and threats (SWOT) within our parish. 

This feedback will then be 

linked back to our survey and parish 

overview which we completed late last 

year. The AoD’s intent is to use this 

information to fit together the various 

moving parts of the FoP — from presery- 

ing the identity of our parish — to mak- 

me clergy assignments — to developing 

strategic plans. This is serious stuff they 

are talking about here. 

We're looking at Wednesday, 

February 24" as a possible evening to 

meet with our Missionary, Mary Hanni- 

gan. I have difficulty assuring her and 

the AocD that this meeting will be face- 
to-face given Covid issues of assembly. 

ht seems odd that such an im- 

portant session that ts destined to deter- 

mune the shape of our parish far into the 

future could be relegated to two hours 

governed by quarantine restrictions. 

What's the rush? 

But this only remforces my 

continuing criticism that this is the 

wrong time for our Archdiocese to be 

mandating the FoP program. Or does 

the AoD want to expeditiously move 

this program as fast as they can during 

the cover of the pandemuc since it wil 

encounter less face-to-face resistance? 

At some point, one way or an- 

other, we will converse with Ms. Hanni- 

gan. Ifyou want to be an integral part of 

that conversation, let us know. 

Between now and then, refresh 

your memory by re-reading our parish 

overview report which appeared in the 

November 29" issue of this bulletin. 

You can access it at stambrosechurch. 

net/bulletins. 

We are also being asked to 

form a “Prayer Team’ specifically to 

beseech God to guide this PoP program. 

(He’s going to need a lot of help since 

rH seems to me that the devil couldn’t do 

better in creating parochial chaos.) 

My idea is to resurrect a pro- 

gram that was begin by Sister [rene 

Kerich years ago which enlisted parish- 

toners who were home-bound or sick as 

Muanisters of Prayer. 

Pd like to start with this group. 

We'll be contacting those on our sick 

list, but there are others in the parish not 

on this list who have God’s ear in their 

foneliness and/or suffering. Tf that de- 

scribes you, please consider joining this 

mirustry. We need your voice. 
TRP
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Name 

  

  

Home Phone 

  

Work Phone 

  

Email Address 

  

O 

| would simply like to learn 

more about the Catholic Faith. 

| desire to prepare for my 

I've been Baptized as a Christian 

and now desire to join in Catholic 

Communion. 

I'm non-Catholic, but married to a 

Catholic, and now wish to join the 

Catholic Church. 

I'm Catholic and | would like to 

complete my initiation into the 

Catholic Church by celebrating 

Confirmation and/or Communion. 

I'm Baptized Catholic and would 

like to learn more about my faith 

and how to practice it. 

| want to propose someone for 

Catholic Church membership and 

offer to serve as their sponsor. 

| would be willing to help with an 

R.C.1.A. program. 

| have other needs, requests, and 

questions. Please contact me. 

| Return this to the Parish Rectory or place it in the 
| Collection basket. 

| 

| 
| 

| 
| 

| 
| 

| 
| 

| 
| 

| 
| 

| 
| 

| 
| 

| 
| 

| 
| 

| 
| 

| 
Baptism into Christianity. | 

| 
| 

| 
| 

| 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

The Buzz 
The deadline for writing this article came before the presidential inaugu- 

ration. I’ve read that Joe Biden will be sworn in with his hand on a 127-year old 

family bible. Now, hanging out around the Church for as long as I have, a sort of 

occupational hazard took over my brain with the question: I wonder what version 

(and if Catholic, which translation) is this bible? In doing a quick look up, I found a 

much more complicated — and uncertain — range of answers than anticipated. I sort 
of thought that before the mid-1960s, the only English-language Catholic version 

was known as the Douay-Rheims Bible (going back to the start of the 17" Century). 

But noooooooo000.... Check it out for yourself. 

I still remember in later high school the excitement of going to the semi- 

nary book store and buying a copy of The Jerusalem Bible. | felt so progressively 

liberal! It was a special time in the Church and in our nation and in me! So, if any 

of you learn what specific version of the bible was used with President Biden this 

past week, let me know. 

sea ae 

Speaking of God’s Word, this weekend in the Liturgy we are confronted 

with demons, miracles and prophets. Sounds more like the title for a novel and 

movie than a liturgical theme. But here in the dead of winter, we’re being chal- 

lenged with the heart of what it means to be a disciple in very dramatic terms. 

In Mark’s Gospel, today’s passage is Jesus’ first miracle. Driving out a 

demon sets the theme of His whole mission: to rid the world of evil, and replace it 

with His teaching — the Good News — wholeness/holiness — fulfilled in eternal life. 

As one commentator put it, miracle stories in the Gospels aren’t there so much to 

prove that Jesus is God, but more, what kind of God He is. And by extension, if we 

are in communion with Him, what kind of disciples are we to be! 

So the challenge is — what miracle of driving out evil and replacing it with 

the authoritative power of Christ are you working on right now? Prophets provide 

us with a work-list if we need one. But at the end of the day, we should be able to 

say that there is less evil in the world we touch than when we started. When you’ve 

been watching/hearing about the news in our country over the last month, has your 

heart been on the side of hate or healing? Ever thought of yourself as a miracle 

worker? There is no more important miracle needed than to replace a demon with 

goodness, and there is no better time to start this disciple-vocation than today. 

sea ae 

Lent is less than a month away — Ash Wednesday will be here on the 17". 

But over the next couple of weeks, there are still some very special winter dates for 

us to celebrate. Tuesday, February 2", is the 40" day after Christmas. Since the year 

386, Christians have marked the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple on this day 

with the use of candles. These recall the famous words of Simeon, who, with the 

prophetess Anna, held Jesus in his arms and declared Him “a revealing light to the 

Gentiles, the glory of your people Israel.” 

It is customary to offer candles blessed on this day to the faithful for use at 

home. At. St. Ambrose we will have a special mass with this blessing at 7:00 p.m. 

on February 2". Boxed sets of these candles will be available for you in church 

after mass. Or you can make arrangements to obtain a set through the rectory. But 

there’s more... . Since the next day is the feast day of St. Blaise, we will also offer 

the ancient blessing of throats after the evening mass on the 2™. On Wednesday the 

3, we will continue to use newly blessed candles to invoke the saint’s intercession 

in protecting our health ... and to make vaccines extra effective as well ... at noon 

on Wednesday, February 3". 

I trust our prayers on both these days will help encourage us to use many 

God-given talents and abilities to defeat demons of “darkness” and disease through- 

out the year. Our world desperately needs every disciple of Christ to do this. 

Chuck Dropiewski
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Prayer Vigil for Life 
Catholics across the country are encouraged to observe a nationwide 

prayer vigil from Thursday, January 28" to Friday, January 29", 2021 marking the 

48" anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton 

decisions legalizing abortion through nine months of pregnancy. Since those deci- 

sions, over 60 million abortions have been performed legally in the United States. 

Each January, the National Prayer Vigil for Life is hosted by the U.S. Con- 

ference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Pro-Life Secretariat, the Basilica of the 

National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, and The Catholic University of 

America’s Office of Campus Ministry to pray for an end to abortion and a greater 

respect for all human life. 

While thousands of pilgrims typically attend the vigil in person each year, 

the Basilica will not be open to the public for the 2021 vigil due to local attendance 

restrictions in place because of the coronavirus pandemic. In response, this year, 

for the first time ever, in addition to the televised Mass, bishops in dioceses across 

the country will be taking turns leading live-streamed holy hours every hour on the 

hour throughout the all-night vigil. 

The vigil will begin with a live broadcast at 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, Janu- 

ary 28" from the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 

Washington, D.C. with a rosary, followed by Mass opening the National Prayer 

Vigil for Life. The principal celebrant and homilist for the opening Mass will be 

Archbishop Joseph Naumann of Kansas City in Kansas, who is chairman of the 

Committee on Pro-Life Activities for the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(USCCB). After the Mass and throughout the night, holy hours led by bishops from 

various dioceses around the country will be broadcast on the USCCB’s website. 

The vigil concludes at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, January 29" with Mass celebrated by 

Archbishop William Lori of Baltimore. 

“Now, more than ever, our nation is in need of prayer for the protection 

of the unborn and the dignity of all human life,” said Archbishop Naumann. “I am 

happy to be joined by bishops in dioceses across the country who are hosting pro- 

life prayer events, including during the overnight hours of Eucharistic adoration. | 

invite all Catholics to spend time with Our Lord and join in this nationwide vigil 

for life.” 

The schedule of the 2021 National Prayer Vigil for Life is listed below. 

(All times are in Eastern Time.) 

Thursday, January 28": 

8:00 p.m. National Rosary for Life 

8:30 p.m. Opening Mass with Archbishop Naumann 

9:45 p.m. Holy Hour for Life 

11:00 p.m. Live-stream of holy hours throughout the night 

Friday, January 29": 

8:00 a.m. Closing Mass with Archbishop Lori 

The live television broadcasts on January 28" from 8:00-11:00 p.m. and 

on January 29" from 8:00-9:00 AM will be provided by the Eternal Word Televi- 

sion Network (EWTN) and will also be available via live-stream on the Basilica’s 

website. Live-streaming information for the overnight bishop-led holy hours from 

various dioceses will be provided on the USCCB’s website. 

usccb. org/news/202 I/dioceses-across-usa-participating-nationwide-prayer-vigil 

  

  

  

Marcellina’s 
Book Club 

Reading While Black 
is a personal and schol- 
arly testament to the power 
and hope of Black biblical 
interpretation. At a time in 
which some within the African 
American community are 
questioning the place of the 

Christian faith in the struggle for justice, 
New Testament scholar Esau McCaulley 
argues that reading Scripture from the 
perspective of Black church tradition is 
invaluable for connecting with a rich faith 
history and addressing the urgent issues 
of our times. 

Esau McCaulley (PhD, St. Andrews) is 
assistant professor of New Testament at 
Wheaton College, a priest in the Anglican 
Church in North America and a contributing 
opinion writer for The New York Times. His 
numerous articles appear in outlets such 
as Christianity Today, The Witness and The 
Washington Post. 

  

  

  
The Beehive 

is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
St. Ambrose Catholic Community 

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 

Minister of Music: Dr. Norah Duncan IV 

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor 
Secretary: Mary Urbanski 

Sacramental Celebrations 

Masses: On the Lord’s Day — 

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 10:00 a.m. 

Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 

infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 

office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

proposed date to make arrangements. 

Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 

after the deceased's passing. 

Directory 
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 

Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 

Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 

Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net   
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Liturgy Schedule 
January 25 

The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle 

January 26 

Ss. Timothy & Titus, bishops 

January 27 

St. Angela Merici, virgin 

January 28 

St. Thomas Aquinas, priest & doctor 

January 29 

Weekday 3” week in Ordinary Time 

January 30 

Weekday 3” Week in Ordinary Time 

4:00 p.m. Mass - For all People 

January 31 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

10:00 a.m. Mass - For All People 

°The Saturday liturgy will be broadcast on 
Sunday morning beginning at 8:00 a.m. 

Spending Spotlight 
Keeping St. Ambrose - staff 

healthy is important... but not inexpensive. 

Michigan Catholic Conference provides 

our staff with top-notch medical imsur- 

ance coverage. The cost of insuring seven 

St. Ambrose employees is $5,246.50 per 

month, which includes $4,955 for medi- 

cal, $255 for dental and $36.50 for vision. 

Scriptures for the 3" 
Week in Ordinary Time 

January 25 

Acts 22: 3-16 or Acts 9: 1-22 
Ps 117: 1-2 

Mk 16: 15-18 
January 26 

2 Tm 1: 1-8 or Ti 1: 1-5 

Ps 96: 1-3, 7-8a, 10 
Mk 3: 31-35 

January 27 
Heb 10: 11-18 

Ps 110: 1-4 
Mk 4: 1-20 

January 28 
Heb 10: 19-25 

Ps 24: 1-4b, 5-6 

Mk 4: 21-25 
January 29 

Heb 10: 32-39 
Ps 37: 3-6, 23-24, 39-40 

Mk 4: 26-34 
January 30 

Heb 11: 1-2, 8-19 
(Ps) Lk 1: 69-75 

Mk 4: 35-41 

January 31 
Dt 18: 15-20 

Ps 95: 1-2. 6-9 
1 Cor 7: 32-35 

Mt 1: 21-28 

  

  

‘Fourth Sunday in Ovdinary ¢ Lime 
There will be two Masses here on the weekend: 

Saturday at 4:00 p.m. and Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

Out of an abundance of caution, we have opened mass to a congregation of 25% 

of the building’s capacity — roughly 150 persons. 

It will no longer be necessary to register for a seat, but contact informa- 

tion will be required of all in attendance. Face masks and social distancing are 

likewise required. Our church building is sanitized prior to each liturgy. 

To participate electronically, go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish where the 

Saturday liturgy will be available for viewing starting at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday. 

  

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 
To operate, each week our parish 

  

requires a minimum Of............... $10,100.00 

On Sunday, January 17, 2021 

in envelopes we received........... $2,517.00 

in the loose collection ................. $1,430.00 

in electronic donations................ $3,296.00 

for a total Of oo... cccececeeeeseeeeeeees $7,243.00 

Under budget for the week........... $2.857.00 

Number of envelopes mailed ............... 782 

Number of envelopes used ..............00..... 38 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Bp. Thomas Gumbleton, Mae Christine 

Busque, Pat Blake, Karen Culver, 

Donald Miriani, Bonnie McKenna, 

Jeanne Noto, David Schumacker, 

Matthew Elias, George Bucec, Emilie 

Kasper, Darby O’Toole, Anna Noto 

Billings, Eileen O’Brien, Liz Linne, 

Donna Barnes, Alexandra Cullen, 

Charmaine Kaptur, Frank Gregory, 

Alex Billiu, Jerry Hansen, Jackie 

Walkowski, Kristen Kingzett, Maria 

Simcina, Brian Tague, Sharif Hannan, 

Shirley Whelan, Anne Purvis, Chris 

Walsh, Jerry Gutowski, Kevin 

O’Connor, Abel & Aida Busque, 

and those suffering and hospitalized 

worldwide with COVID-19. 

  

  

Candlemas 
Tuesday, February 2™ is the 

feast of The Lord's Presentation. Catho- 
lics have been observing this festivity 
since at least the year 386 when, on that 
date, pilgrims to the Holy Land recorded 
their participation in candlelight proces- 
sions, recalling the meeting that Simeon 
and Anna had with the infant Jesus, "the 
light of revelation”. 

Candles blessed on this feast 

are considered to be especially potent. 
For this reason, it's Catholic custom to of- 

fer Candlemas candles blessed on Feb- 

ruary 2" to the faithful for use at home. 

We will use these newly 
blessed candles to honor St. Blaise. 
Blaise was the Bishop in what we know 

as modern day Arme- 
nia. He once saved a 

boy from choking to 
death, and for this 
reason, he is invoked 

against diseases of 
the throat. 

In accord with 
custom, we will in- 
voke the protection 
of St. Blaise on 
those who come to 
have their throats 
blessed on his 
feast day. Weill 
conduct individual 
throat blessings 
next Tuesday, 
February 2" after 

7 p.m. Mass and on 
Wednesday, Febru- 
ary 3", at noon.        
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