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“The Hill We Climb” 
Amanda Gorman made history on January 20, 2021 when she became the youngest inaugural poet during President Joe 

Biden's swearing-in ceremony in Washington. The 22-year-old Los Angeles resident, first national youth poet laureate and Harvard 

graduate was invited to speak at the event by First Lady Jill Biden, who had previously seen the poet do a reading at the Library of 

Congress. Gorman is a Mass-going, practicing Catholic at St. Brigid Parish in Los Angeles. 

Gorman wasn t given any direction in what to write, but that she would be contributing to the event's theme of “America 

United.” She was about halfway finished with the piece when, on January 6", rioters stormed the Capitol Building. Gorman ended 

up staying up late following the unprecedented attack and finished her piece, “The Hill We Climb,” that night. The poet, whose work 

examines themes of race and racial Justice in America, felt she couldnt “gloss over” the events of the attack, nor of the previous few 

  

years, in her work. 

“We have to confront these realities if we re going to move forward, so that’s also an important touchstone of the poem, 

said in a New York Times interview. “There is space for grief and horror and hope and unity, and I also hope that there is a breath for 

Joy in the poem, because I do think we have a lot to celebrate at this inauguration.” 

Gorman drew inspiration from the speeches of American leaders during other historic times of division, including Abraham 

Lincoln and the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Here is the text of Gorman’s poem, “The Hill We Climb,” in full. 

” 

she 

When day comes, we ask ourselves, where can we = and a time where a skinny Black girl descended 

find light in this never-ending shade? from slaves and raised by a single mother can 

dream of becoming president, 
The loss we carry. A sea we must wade. . 

only to find herself reciting for one. 
We braved the belly of the beast. 

And, yes, we are far from polished, far from 

pristine, but that doesn’t mean we are striving 

to form a union that is perfect.We are striving to 

forge our union with purpose. 

We’ve learned that quiet isn’t always peace, and 

the norms and notions of what “just” is 

isn’t always justice. 

       
   

    
          
       

And yet the dawn is ours before we knew it. y 
To compose a country committed to 

i A Pity) all cultures, colors, characters and 

j.. Conditions of man. 

    

   

Somehow we do it 

Somehow we weathered and wit- ps ‘, 

nessed a nation that isn’t bro- ft 

ken, but simply unfinished. 
And so we lift our gaze, not 

=» to what stands between 

, us, but what stands 

before us. 

  

a ie rT] 

  

We, the succes- 

sors ofa — 

coun-    
Continued on page 2
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The Hill We Climb, 
Continued from page | 
  

We close the divide because we know to put our 

future first, we must first put our differences aside. 

We lay down our arms 

so we can reach out our arms to one another. 

We seek harm to none and harmony for all. 

Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true. 

That even as we grieved, we grew. 

That even as we hurt, we hoped. 

That even as we tired, we tried. 

That we’ll forever be tied together, victorious. 

Not because we will never again know defeat, 

but because we will never again sow division. 

Scripture tells us to envision that everyone shall sit 

under their own vine and fig tree, and no one shall 

make them afraid. 

If we’re to live up to our own time, then victory 

won’t lie in the blade, but in all the bridges we’ve 

made. 

That is the promise to glade, the hill we climb, 

if only we dare. 

It’s because being American is more than a pride 

we inherit. 

It’s the past we step into and how we repair it. 

We’ve seen a force that would shatter our nation, 

rather than share it. 

Would destroy our country if it meant delaying de- 

mocracy. 

And this effort very nearly succeeded. 

But while democracy can be periodically delayed, 

it can never be permanently defeated. 

In this truth, in this faith we trust, for while we have 

our eyes on the future, history has its eyes on us. 

This is the era of just redemption. 

We feared at its inception. 

We did not feel prepared to be the heirs of such 

a terrifying hour. 

But within it we found the power to author a new 

chapter, to offer hope and laughter to ourselves. 

So, while once we asked, how could we possibly 

prevail over catastrophe, now we assert, how could 

catastrophe possibly prevail over us? 

We will not march back to what was, but move to 

what shall be: a country that is bruised but whole, 

benevolent but bold, fierce and free. 

We will not be turned around or interrupted by 

intimidation because we know our inaction and 

inertia will be the inheritance of the next genera- 

tion, become the future. 

Our blunders become their burdens. 

But one thing is certain. 

If we merge mercy with might, and might with right, 

then love becomes our legacy and change our 

children’s birthright. 

So let us leave behind a country better than the 

one we were left. 

Every breath from my bronze-pounded chest, we 

will raise this wounded world into a wondrous one. 

We will rise from the golden hills of the West. 

We will rise from the windswept Northeast where 

our forefathers first realized revolution. 

We will rise from the lake-rimmed cities of the 

Midwestern states. 

We will rise from the sun-baked South. 

We will rebuild, reconcile, and recover. 

And every known nook of our nation and every 

corner called our country, 

our people diverse and beautiful, will emerge bat- 

tered and beautiful. 

When day comes, we step out of the shade of 

flame and unafraid. 

The new dawn balloons as we free it. 

For there is always light, if only we’re brave 

enough to see it. 

If only we’re brave enough to be it. 

Catholic Volunteer Network 
Would you like to make a difference in your commu- 

nity, the country, or the world? Do you want to serve those in 

need and work for social justice? Check out Response 2021, 

a free guide listing nearly 200 faith-based volunteer programs 

and thousands of opportunities. Volunteers serve full-time for 

periods of one week to one year or more across the United 

States and in more than 100 countries worldwide. Summer and 

school break opportunities are also available. Our volunteers 

are from all walks of life — from high school to senior citizens 

and every stage in between. Positions are available for both 

single and married volunteers, including those with children. 

Contact Catholic Volunteer Network to receive your 

free copy of Response 2021, at https://catholicvolunteernet- 

work.org.
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Au 
hings 
onsidered 

In the United States, the month 

of February calls us to focus on Black 

History — a call made more urgent in the 

light of the events of last summer which 

saw the biggest protests for racial jus- 

tice and civil rights in a generation. 

Our nation watched in horror 

as a video showed the death of George 
Floyd, a Black man gasping for air and 

calling for his mother as a white police 

officer knelt on his neck for nearly nine 

minutes. Floyd’s death in Minneapolis 

in May forced a new national reckoning 

about racial injustice 

Despite a worsening Covid-19 

pandemic, tens of thousands of Ameri- 

cans took to the streets to demand 

change — first in Minneapolis, and later 

in New York, Washington, Portland, 

Detroit and elsewhere — many of them 

chanting Floyd’s dying words, “I can’t 

breathe!” The demonstrations were 

largely peaceful, but as anger boiled 

over, some protesters clashed with po- 

lice and stores were looted or set on fire. 

In 2020, there was a renewed 

focus on the still-unresolved legacy of 

the Civil War as monuments to pro- 

slavery Confederacy figures were taken 

down or toppled by protesters. Across 

the South the Confederate flag was 

banned as a symbol of slavery and white 

supremacy. Even the stereotyical Uncle 
Ben and Aunt Jemima got broomed. 

There were further protests — in 

August when police shot another Black 

man, Jacob Blake, in Kenosha, Wis- 

consin, and again in September when a 

grand jury decided not to bring homi- 

cide charges against police officers in- 

volved in the fatal shooting of Breonna 

Taylor, an ER technician in Louisville, 

Kentucky. 

Arriving in the midst of all 

this is a modest book, Reading While 
Black, by an African-American Epis- 

copal Priest — Esau McCaulley. It re- 
ceived the Book of the Year award from 

Christianity Today and thus merited 

our Marcellina’s Book Club recommen- 

dation for Black History Month. 

I’m struck by how Fr. Mc- 

Caulley uses solid biblical scholarship 

to bring the Bible back into the center 

of our consciousness on issues of race 

and discrimination. Hopefully this book 

will launch a new kind of conversation 

among Christians in how we approach 

the highly fraught and difficult subject 

of racism. 

We are trying to find a format 

wherein we can discuss Reading While 

Black under the curent Covid restric- 

tions. Maybe we can hold a discussion 

limited to 25 persons with a live web 

link — at the end of the month. Get a 

copy of this book, and if you are so mo- 

tivated to discuss its challenging ideas 

further, send me an email with your 

interest and preferences for a Sunday 

morning or a weekday night session. 

FIA VA DI 

February 2" is Candlemas. 

The name is taken from the custom of 

blessing the year’s supply of candles 

on this day — the 40" after Christmas. 
It marks the day the infant Jesus was 

brought into the Temple and acclaimed 

by the elder Simeon as “the light of rev- 

elation to the Gentiles.” 

Candlemas, is attached to the 

older feast of Imbolc (a Gaelic festival) 

and the quarter-day between the Winter 
Solstice and Vernal Equinox and thus it 

marks the first, unofficial day of spring. 

In centuries past, Christians would 

flock to the churches to obtain the can- 

dles blessed on this day for the power of 

these candles to dispel darkness, death, 
illness, demons — and nearly anything 

else that might be considered dangerous 

to humans. Candlemas candles were 

widely reputed as one of the most pow- 

erful weapons in the medieval arsenal 

against evil. 

Accordingly we will celebrate 

Candlemas with an evening proces- 

sion and mass this Tuesday at 7:00 

p.m. when candles for home use will be 

blessed and made available. 

Perhaps an even more endur- 
ing part of Catholic culture is the use 

of these candles to bless throats on the 

Feast of St. Blaise. To simplify the 

schedule this year, we’ll bless throats 

following this week’s mass on Tuesday 

evening. And at noon on Wednesday, 

February 3", ina brief scripture service, 

we'll offer throat blessings again. So 

Ambrosians will have both an evening 

and a mid-day opportunity to partici- 

pate in some of the most cherished ritu- 

als of our heritage. 

FI HEA DI 

As part of the Family of Par- 

ishes (FoP) restructuring plan, St. Am- 

brose has been directed to conduct a 

SWOT analysis. Facilitated by a “Mis- 

sionary” from the Archdiocese of De- 

troit (AoD), this two-hour, in-person 

meeting is supposed to gather thoughts 

and ideas from our parishioners on the 

strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 

and threats (SWOT) within our parish. 

This feedback will then be 

linked back to our survey and parish 

overview which we completed late last 

year. The AoD’s intent is to use this 

information to fit together the various 

moving parts of the FoP — from preserv- 

ing the identity of our parish — to mak- 

ing clergy assignments — to developing 

strategic plans. This is serious stuff they 

are talking about here. 

We’re looking at Wednesday, 

February 24" as a possible evening to 
meet with our Missionary, Mary Hanni- 

gan. I am sure that the AoD would like 

as little input as possible from parish- 

ioners on this, otherwise they wouldn’t 

be doing it in the middle of a pandemic. 

But it is important to the future of our 

parish that a vocal number of Ambro- 

sians come to defend the character and 

direction of this parish. If you can come 

in person on the 24", reserve one of the 

25 spaces by email or phoning us. 

Between now and then, refresh 

your memory by re-reading our parish 

overview report which appeared in the 

November 29" issue of this bulletin. 

You can access it at stambrosechurch. 

net/bulletins. 

TRP
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Faith Formation Station 

“Catholic education is above all a question of communicating Christ, 

of helping to form Christ in the lives of others.” - Pope St. John Paul IT 

In both this Sunday and last Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus amazes those around 

him with the charismatic command of both his actions and his words. Jesus, as 

teacher, brings those around him to trust in and follow his Father’s word. He is so 

compelling that many of them, like Simon and Andrew, leave everything behind to 

follow him and to become teachers - “fishers of men” themselves. 

Every year St. Ambrose is blessed with a dedicated team of catechists who 

are the foundation of our program — humble and faith-filled individuals whose ac- 

tions and words communicate Christ to the students and families of this parish. It is 

their weekly lesson-planning and living the Good Word that brings others closer to 

Christ and inspires discipleship. This year is no different. We have eight adults and 

three high school students who have taken up the ministry of catechesis amid the 

challenges of the day and of an online format. They have uniquely forged their own 

pathway to allow the Spirit to filter into the digital divide of our classrooms this 

year. I watch their videos every weekend before posting them on Sunday and I can 

honestly say that I laugh, I cry, and I pray alongside them. I learn something new 

about myself and my faith each week from the catechists’ curated lesson videos and 

from the students’ honest and candid responses. Even with so much community 

that seems missing when we are not gathered in person, one can see and feel the 

presence of Christ in our postings. 
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| This Sunday is the 15" class of the year. The catechists and I cannot be- 

| lieve that we are more than halfway through the year already. We have 95 families 

| enrolled in the program with a total of 138 students in 1‘t— 9" grades. This is an 

| O | desire to prepare for my impressive number, considering how easy it would be for families to let religious 
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LJ | would simply like to learn | 

| 
| 

Baptism into Christianity. | education slip by the wayside during these stressful and trying pandemic times. Of 

| 
| 
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| 
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| 
| 
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more about the Catholic Faith. 

the roughly 50% of families who responded to a survey sent earlier this year, all 

respondents felt satisfied with the online programming format at that time. 20% 

of families reported that students were engaging with the lessons independently, 

and 30% reported that they were doing the lessons together as a family. The other 

50% of families expressed that they were doing a combination of independent and 

family lessons. A total of 6 families expressed interest in small in-person gather- 

ings and 3 expressed an interest in online family zoom sessions; we are looking 

into faith formation options for these families and will reach out with details soon. 

When it came to self-reporting Mass attendance, 25% of families report attending 

Mass in person, 25% report watching Mass virtually and the other 50% report that 

they are not participating in Mass at this time. It is our prayer that in the months 

ahead, our families will reclaim their Sunday and attend Mass virtually or in per- 

son — perhaps it will be a Lenten commitment. We will continue to reach out to our 

families and our catechists to see how best we can support them in building up the 

domestic church as well as brainstorm and plan for next year’s program. 

L) I've been Baptized as a Christian 

and now desire to join in Catholic 

Communion. 

LY I'm non-Catholic, but married to a 

Catholic, and now wish to join the 

Catholic Church. 

L I'm Catholic and | would like to 

complete my initiation into the 

Catholic Church by celebrating 

Confirmation and/or Communion. 

UL I'm Baptized Catholic and would 

like to learn more about my faith 

and how to practice it. 

L) | want to propose someone for 

Catholic Church membership and 

offer to serve as their sponsor. 

When I was looking for a quote on teaching to begin my article this week, 

I came across another piece that spoke to me as well: “/f you want to build a 

ship, dont drum up people to collect wood and dont assign tasks and work, but 

rather teach them to long for the endless immensity of the sea” — Antoine de Saint- 

Exupery. In the field of religious education, I believe we do need the wood and 

the work — the knowledge of the theology and foundations of our faith — but most 

importantly, we need the longing for Christ as our compass. I think our catechists 

do this well. 

God bless our students and our families for their commitment to their faith 

formation this fragmented academic year. God bless our catechists for steering the 

L) | would be willing to help with an 

R.C.1.A. program. 

L) | have other needs, requests, and 

questions. Please contact me. 

| Return this to the Parish Rectory or place it in the 
| Collection basket. 

Continued on next page...
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St. AMBROSE (Fe ye 
LENTEN BUFFET Lively 

never been so easy! 

All the deliciousness * Give tithes and offerings from your 
; ; - rtph 

WUMROONsnsnecROA@cUA AG - Donate anytime, anywhere 
¢ Track your donations 

¢ Make us your home church 

on Givelify 

* Free to download and use 

q) a)a" 
givelify.com/app 

The ongoing pandemic means that we can't have in- 
person dining, but we can offer the next best thing! 

The ARK will fill your carry out order on Fridays 
from February 19 through April 2; 5:00-8:00 p.m. 
The menu includes a salad, soup du jour, fried or 
baked cod, tater tots, and macaroni & cheese along 
with a roll and vegetable. A weekly special meatless 
entrée will be available. Desserts are also available 

       for purchase. or 

Cost is $14.00 per adult meal (includes 2 pieces abd 
of fish, tater tots, macaroni and cheese, vegetable, seuieantoed ordi 
roll and butter). Child's meal (includes fish, tater @ AppStore 

tots, macaroni and cheese and veggie) is $10.00. 3 Ne - y, 
Ala carte items include: the weekly special entrée - 

The Beehive 
  $4.00; deluxe salad bar - $3.00; soup du jour 

Place your order NY peer er = is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
; ray ; St. Ambrose Catholic Community 

NOLO) aner ee Friday Wace J Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

ou ROO ciay ara 5 Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 
19-April 2) by ordering \ =a \\ me Pe Py Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 
online at https://www.st- Nace ae Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 
ambrose-lenten-dinners ni i Minister of Music: Dr. Norah Duncan IV 

Office Manager: Peggy O'Connor 
Secretary: Mary Urbanski elt Me lm OVACe UNION TeMe IITs 

at 313-822-2814. 

We will take orders over the phone Masses: On the Lord’s Day - 
Sacramental Celebrations 

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 10:00 a.m. 

Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 

infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

or “walk ups” on the day of the event.   
Faith Formation Station ... continued Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 

; ; office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

toria Hugh, Elizabeth Puleo-Tague, Lauri Read, Grant Ruttinger, Julianna Tague, Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 

Kurt Vatalaro, Cassidy Woolums. after the deceased's passing. 

. Directory 
REMINDERS: ; Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 

° 8 Grade Confirmation Parent & Student Meeting: February 10, 2021 at Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

7:00 p.m. via Zoom. We will outline the sacramental preparation guidelines and Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 

review all dates and assignments for the candidates’ journey ahead. Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 
nd . . . Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

. 2 Grade First Eucharist Parent Meeting: February 24, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 

via Zoom. This meeting will review the sacrament of the Eucharist as well as all Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
upcoming programming dates and details. Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net     Kelly Woolums 
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Liturgy Schedule 
February 1 

Weekday 4" Week in Ordinary Time 

February 2 

The Presentation of the Lord 

7:00 p.m. — Mass & Blessing of Throats 

February 3 

St Blaise, bishop & martyr 

12:00 noon — Blessing of Throats 

February 4 

Weekday — 4" week in Ordinary Time 

February 5 

St Agatha, virgin & martyr 

First Friday 

8:30 a.m. — Abel Busque, Sandy Band 

lowe 

February 6 

St Paul Miki & Companions, martyrs 

4:00 p.m. — Mass - For all People 

February 7 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

10:00 a.m. — Mass — For all People 

Scriptures for the 4" 
Week in Ordinary Time 
Monday, February 1 

Heb 11: 32-40 

Ps 31: 20-24 

Mk 5: 1-20 

Tuesday, February 2 

Mal 3: 1-4 

Ps 24: 7-10 

Heb 2: 4-18 

Lk 2: 22-40 or 2: 22-32 

Wednesday, February 3 

Heb 12: 4-7, 11-15 

Ps 103: 1-2, 13-14, 17-18a 

Mk 6: 1-6 

Thursday, February 4 

Heb 12: 18-19, 21-24 

Ps 48: 9-11 

Mk 6: 7-13 

Friday, February 5 

Heb 13: 1-8 

Ps 27: 1, 3, 5, 8b-9c 

Mk 6: 14-29 

Sataurday,February 6 

Heb 13: 15-17, 20-21 

Ps 23: 1-6 

Mk 6: 30-34 

Sunday, February 7 

Jh 7: 1-4, 6-7 

Ps 147: 1-6 

1 Cor 9: 16-19, 22-23 

Mk 1: 29-39 

  

  

‘Fifth Sunday in Ordinary ¢ Cime 
There will be two Masses here on the weekend: 

Saturday at 4:00 p.m. and Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

Out of an abundance of caution, we have opened mass to a congregation of 25% 

of the building’s capacity — roughly 150 persons. 

It will no longer be necessary to register for a seat, but contact informa- 

tion will be required of all in attendance. Face masks and social distancing is 

likewise required. Our church building is sanitized prior to each liturgy. 

To participate electronically go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish where the Satur- 

day liturgy will be availible for viewing starting at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday. 

  

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum Of............... $10,100.00 

On Sunday, January 24, 2021 

in envelopes we received........... $4,431.00 

in the loose collection ........0....... $8,698.00 

in electronic donations ................ $3,736.00 

for a total Of oo... ceeeeeeee $16,855.00 

Over budget for the week........... $6,755.00 

Number of envelopes mailed ............... 782 

Number of envelopes used ..............00..... 48 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Bp. Thomas Gumbleton, Mae Christine 

Busque, Pat Blake, Karen Culver, 

Donald Miriani, Bonnie McKenna, 

Jeanne Noto, David Schumacker, 

Matthew Elias, George Bucec, Emilie 

Kasper, Darby O’Toole, Anna Noto 

Billings, Eileen O’Brien, Liz Linne, 

Donna Barnes, Alexandra Cullen, 

Charmaine Kaptur, Frank Gregory, 

Alex Billiu, Jerry Hansen, Jackie 

Walkowski, Kristen Kingzett, Maria 

Simcina, Brian Tague, Sharif Hannan, 

Shirley Whelan, Anne Purvis, Chris 

Walsh, Jerry Gutowski, Kevin 

O’Connor, Aida Busque, Mike Lesnau 
and those suffering and hospitalized 

worldwide with COVID-19. 

  

  

Candlemas 
Tuesday, February 2™ is the 

feast of The Lord's Presentation. Catho- 
lics have been observing this festivity 
since at least the year 386 when, on that 
date, pilgrims to the Holy Land recorded 
their participation in candlelight proces- 
sions, recalling the meeting that Simeon 
and Anna had with the infant Jesus, "the 
light of revelation”. 

Candles blessed on this feast 

are considered to be especially potent. 
For this reason, it's Catholic custom to of- 

fer Candlemas candles blessed on Feb- 

ruary 2" to the faithful for use at home. 

We will use these newly 
blessed candles to honor St. Blaise. 
Blaise was the Bishop in what we know 

as modern day Arme- 
nia. He once saved a 

boy from choking to 
death, and for this 
reason, he is invoked 

against diseases of 
the throat. 

In accord with 
custom, we will in- 
voke the protection 
of St. Blaise on 
those who come to 
have their throats 
blessed on his 
feast day. Well 
conduct individual 
throat blessings 
next Tuesday, 
February 2" after 

7 p.m. Mass and on 
Wednesday, Febru- 
ary 3", at noon.        



  GregonyyArchbistopyot Washington,,D.C. 

Inayearfullof protests againstracism, 
the first Black U.S. Cardinal comes at 

a historic moment 
Archbishop Wilton Gregory has become the first Black U.S. prelate to as- 

sume the rank of cardinal in the Catholic Church, a historic appointment that came 

after a summer of nationwide demonstrations against racial injustice. 
Gregory’s appointment announced in October by Pope Francis alongside 12 

other newly named cardinals, elevates a leader who has drawn praise for his handling 

of the sexual abuse scandal that has roiled the church. The Washington-area Arch- 

bishop also has spoken out in recent days about the importance of Catholic leaders 

working to combat the sin of racial discrimination. 

The 72-year-old Gregory, ordained a priest in his native Chicago in 1973, 

took over leadership of the capital’s Archdiocese in 2020 after serving as Archbishop 

of Atlanta, Georgia since 2005. The ceremony making his elevation official was held 

in Rome on Nov. 28, 2020. 

Gregory helped shape the Church’s “zero tolerance” response to the sexual 

abuse scandal while serving as president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

from 2001 to 2004. During that period, the bishops adopted a charter designed to gov- 

ern its treatment of sexual abuse allegations made by minor children against priests. 

The Church’s efforts since 2004 have helped achieve a sharp reduction in child-sex 

abuse cases. But some abuse continues to occur, and the Church’s procedures for 

addressing abuse continue to incur criticism from those who feel there’s a lack of 

consistency and transparency. 

More recently, amid nationwide protests this summer, Gregory made head- 

lines for issuing a statement critical of President Donald Trump’s visit to the Saint 
John Paul II National Shrine. That presidential visit to the shrine came one day af- 

ter demonstrators were forcefully cleared to facilitate Trump’s visit to an Episcopal 

church in Washington, and Gregory responded that he considered “it baffling and rep- 

rehensible that any Catholic facility would allow itself to be so egregiously misused 

and manipulated.” 

During a June dialogue hosted by Georgetown University, Gregory talked 

frankly about his own response to the racial unrest and emphasized the value of 

Church involvement in pressing social issues. 

Cardinal Gregory said: “The Catholic Church exists within society. It 1s a 

leaven. It is supposed to be a source of renewal, conversion. But we are Catholics 
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who live in the American environment, 

and therefore we share some of the very 

same problems that the wider society 

does: racism, inequality, a lack of op- 

portunity.” 

The most prominent Catholic 

in Gregory’s Archdiocese is President 

Joe Biden — the second Catholic presi- 

dent in American history. When asked 

about what kind of relationship the Car- 

dinal hoped to forge with him, particu- 
larly in light that some other Catholic 

bishops have challenged the president’s 

Catholic credentials and admissibility 

to Holy Communion, Gregory said: “I 

want to begin a relationship with him 

that allows us to have a serious conver- 

sation, knowing full well that there are 

issues that he and I will be diametrically 

opposed to, but hopefully also being 

able to capitalize on issues that we can 

advance together. I don’t want to go to 

the table with a gun on the table first. 
“T certainly would like to see 

his approach to the status of immigrants 

more positively advanced. I’d like to 

see his position on the environment, on 

equality, racial justice. I would like to see 

those things as part of the conversation.” 
When asked about serving in 

our nation’s capital during a time of 

deep division here in the United States, 

Cardinal Gregory said: “As I’ve said 

already, the Church lives within society. 

We don’t float above society. We’ re im- 
mersed in the world in which we try to 

serve. So one of the things that I would 

hope is that I could foster a spirit of en- 

counter. The Holy Father, Pope Francis, 

loves to use that word, and I think with 

good reason. We have to encounter peo- 

ple. And encounter means not just talk- 

ing to them, but also listening to them 

and trying to understand the world in 

which they live. Hopefully by that kind 

of openness and dialogue, we can foster 

a spirit of collaboration and understand- 
ing. That’s part of my job. And it’s a part 

of my job that I welcome.” 

By Elana Schor, Associated Press 

for the October 26, 2020 issue of 

America magazine. americamagazine. 

org/ along with https://religionnews. 

com/2020/12/11/cardinal-wilton-grego- 

ry-on-joe-biden-race-and-covid-19/
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