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Patron in time of Pandemic 
March 19" is the Feast of St. Joseph. Pope Francis 

has dedicated the Year 2021 to this great saint. With his apos- 

tolic letter “Patris corde” (“With a father’s heart’’), the Pope 

invited the universal church to meditate on and pray for the 

patronage of the foster father of Jesus. 

Joseph’s example and patronage come at the perfect 

time. At a time when a global pandemic has forced millions 

to live hidden away, isolated and alone, we can see Joseph as 

a model of the hidden life. We know, too, that Joseph died be- 

fore Jesus’ public ministry; Mary’s husband was undoubtedly 

familiar with suffering. So we can see him as our patron, too, 

praying for us as he understands our struggles with illness. 

But what do we know about Joseph? 
Like many saints whose lineage can be traced back to 

the earliest days of the church, very little is known of St. Jo- 

seph, besides what we learn from the few lines written about 

him in the Gospels. He was of King David’s line and engaged 

to a young woman from Nazareth. Mary was found, quite 

unexpectedly, to be pregnant. But Joseph, “being a righteous 
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,” as the 

Gospel of Matthew tells it, planned to dissolve his betrothal 

quietly. Even before Jesus was born, then, Joseph’s tender 

compassion and forgiving heart were on full display. 

But God had other plans. As with another troubled 

Joseph—a patriarch in the book of Genesis—God used a 

dream to reveal his redemptive plans for the carpenter from 

Nazareth. In the dream, an angel let Joseph in on Mary’s se- 

cret: “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit.” That same angel, after the birth of Mary’s son, ad- 

vised Joseph to take the child and his mother to Egypt to flee 

the murderous King Herod. And Joseph listened. 

There are a few more stories about the boy Jesus— 

he is lost on a journey and found teaching in the temple— 
and then we reach the hidden part of our savior’s life. All the 

Gospel of Luke says about those 18 years is this: “And Jesus 

increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human 

favor.” Those years were Joseph’s time. A time spent caring 

for his foster son and teaching him carpentry. In Joseph’s 

workshop in Nazareth, Jesus would have learned about the 

raw materials of his craft: which wood was best suited for 

chairs and tables, which worked best for yokes and plows. An 

experienced Joseph would have taught his apprentice the right 

way to drive a nail with a hammer, to drill a clean and deep 

hole into a plank and to level a ledge or lintel. 

Joseph would also have passed on to Jesus the values 
Continued on page 2
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St. Joseph 
Continued from page | 

required to become a good carpenter. You need patience (for waiting until the wood 

is dry and ready), good judgment (for ensuring that your plumb line 1s straight), per- 

sistence (for sanding until the tabletop is smooth) and honesty (for charging people 

a fair price). Alongside his teacher, a young Jesus labored and built, contributing 

all the while to the common good of Nazareth and the surrounding towns. It is not 

difficult to imagine that the virtues Jesus learned from his teacher—patience, judg- 

ment, persistence and honesty—served him well in his later ministry. Joseph helped 

fashion Jesus into what the theologian John Haughey, S.J., called “the instrument 

most needed for the salvation of the world.” 

  

But almost as soon as Jesus started his ministry, Joseph disappears—at 

least in the Gospel narratives. Significantly, Joseph is not listed among the guests 

at the wedding feast at Cana, which marked the beginning of the public ministry of 

Jesus. Did he die before his son had reached adulthood? 

At an art exhibit at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City 

several years ago, I came upon a portrait entitled “The Death of Saint Joseph.” In 

the huge portrait, painted by Francisco Goya, an ailing Joseph lies in bed. Standing 

beside his bed is a youthful-looking Jesus, perhaps 16 or 17 years old, beardless, 

wearing a long tunic, eyes trained intently on Joseph. Sitting by the bed is Mary. 

Goya’s painting beautifully captures the sadness that must have surrounded 

the early death of Joseph. A similar sadness has been with us for many months, the 

sadness that surrounds the deaths of so many from Covid. 

Joseph is traditionally invoked as the patron of a “happy death.” But his 

could not have been a happy death for Jesus or Mary. The Gospels tell us nothing 

about their mourning. There are no lines about Mary’s grief, no verses about Jesus’ 

sadness. The Holy Family, then, is like many families today who grieve the loss 

of parents and grandparents, aunts and uncles, brothers and sisters, and children 

during this pandemic. So much of their grief, too, must be done in isolation, not 

appearing in any headlines. 

Joseph’s life says to all of us, “God sees.” 
The hiddenness of Joseph’s life can also speak to those overwhelmed by 

the pandemic, who wonder if God is with them, if God sees. Appearing only briefly 

in the Gospels, given no words at all to speak, Joseph leads a life of quiet service to 

God, a life that remains almost totally unknown to us. And yet his life—filled with 

countless hidden, unseen, unrecorded acts of love—was of infinite value. Joseph’s 

life says to all of us, “God sees.” 

His hidden life is intimately shared by millions of people making their way 

through the pandemic: the health care worker on the frontlines whose sacrifices 

are hidden even from her family. The single parent who cannot confide to anyone 

her intense worry about her children. The adult child of an aging parent living in 

a nursing home, terrified about the spread of illness among elderly residents. The 

checkout person, the public transit worker, the maintenance person, barely eking 

out a living before this year’s economic crisis, who now have no way of “working 

from home.” The priest who has celebrated countless funerals for Covid victims 

and their families, worried that he wasn’t able to comfort them as he would hope to. 

The Covid patient dying alone, weeping in frustration and anguish, wondering what 

is happening. 

So many hidden lives. So many unseen acts of love in this pandemic. So 

many secret prayers raised to heaven. The husband of Mary and foster father of 
Jesus understands them all. St. Joseph, patron of the hidden life, patron in this pan- 

demic, pray for us, this year and forever. 

By James Martin, S.J. for the December 13, 2020 issue of America Magazine. 

  

  

    

  

Lenten 

Observances 
« Lent is the liturgical sea- 

son which runs from Ash 

Wednesday until the Mass of the 

Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday. 

¢ Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 

are days of fota/ fast and abstinence 

from meat. 

¢ All the Fridays of Lent are days of 

Abstinence from meat. 

« The Law of Abstinence from meat 

binds persons from the completion of 

their 14" year — from the day after 

their 14" birthday, throughout life. 

« The Law of Abstinence forbids 

the use of meat, but not eggs, milk 

or products or condiments made of 

animal fat. Permissible are soups 

flavored with meat, meat gravy and 

Sauces. 

« The Law of Fasting binds persons 

from the completion of their 18" 

year to the beginning of their 60" 

year, 1.¢., from the day after their 

59" birthday. 

« The Law of Fasting allows only 

one full meal a day, but does not 

prohibit taking some food in the 

morning and evening, observing as 

far as quantity and quality are con- 

cerned — approved local custom. 

The order of meals is optional; i.e. 

the full meal may be taken in the 

evening instead of at midday. Also: 

(1) the quantity of food taken at the 

two lighter meals should not exceed 

the quantity taken at the full meal. (2) 

the drinking of ordinary liquids does 

not break the fast. 

«In keeping with the spirit and mean- 

ing of the Lenten fast, Catholics are 

encouraged to observe the Good 

Friday fast through Holy Saturday 

and until after the celebration of the 

Easter Vigil. 
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Au 
hings 
onsiened 
We've finalized the Holy Week 

schedule for this year. Essentially it is 

the same as previous years — with the 

exception of social distancing and con- 

tact tracing. 

We made the decision not to 

require reservations for the High Holy- 

days as we did for Christmas. We were 

not exactly slammed when it came to 

attendance in December, and the extra 

liturgies we added expecting that a lot 

more people would want to come to 

church over Christmas were actually 

very lightly attended. So we reasoned 

that we should not have to worry about 

over taxing the attendance limit. Our 

“safe” building capacity, which we have 

been holding at 25% for the past year is 

now increased to 50%. And we will be 

slowly ramping up to that between now 

and Palm Sunday. 

With the dispensation for mass 

attendance no longer in force (except 

for some generous exceptions) we hope 

to see a sizeable return of our parishio- 

ners — well, actually we have been see- 

ing that for the past couple of months! 

It would be important for some 

of our ushers to return back to active 

duty now as we juggle safe seating pro- 

tocols. For the time being I do not ex- 

pect the choir to return, nor will there 

be a need for a full complement of Eu- 

charistic Ministers. If you have been 

a part of those ministries, shoot us an 

email and let us know when you will be 

available for duty. We’ll have to have 

some sort of a chalk-talk to discuss pro- 

cedures. 

For Palm Sunday, we will 

go back to three weekend masses, the 

11:15 being preceded by the proces- 

sion from the Academy Building down 

the ceremonial walkway to the Church. 

For the other two masses that weekend, 

Palms will be distributed in an indoor 

procession — unless there is another 

Covid spike and you receive word oth- 

erwise. Even if you are vaccinated, we 

ask that you still wear masks and ob- 
serve social distancing at church for the 

foreseeable future. 

Easter weekend will see the 

Saturday Vigil at 8 p.m. and two masses 

on Sunday at 8:30 and 11:15 a.m. 

The mass on Holy Thursday 

evening will once again allow for the 

participation of our second grade First 

Communicants. Good Friday will see a 

Biblical Stations of the Cross at noon 

and the Liturgy of the Presanctified at 

1:30. There will be no Stations in the 

Street this year, but our virtual Stations 

for Justice will be on line from mid- 

night to midnight on all the Fridays of 

Lent, including Good Friday. 

FI VA 

By the way, we’ve logged more 

than 700 reaches for Stations this Lent 

— 10 times more than we ever saw in 

person! Given similarly strong numbers 

for weekend mass, we will continue to 

offer the liturgy online for the foresee- 

able future. It clearly has found a con- 

sistent following — including among 

Ambrosian ex-pats who are now living 

in other parts of the world. 

Our Stations for Justice is a 

major production for our parish. Since 

it involves the skills of almost 20 per- 

sons, we could never do this on a week- 

ly basis — except through video taping. 

It is available online only on the Fridays 

of Lent from midnight to midnight. 

FI VA 

We’re hitting about 300 Lenten 

Dinners leaving the ARK every week. 

We’ve got the order/pick up system 

functioning really well, with a mini- 

mum of hiccups — we only had one fam- 
ily order from St. Ambrose in Ohio this 

week! 

We can handle more orders (es- 

pecially early ones!). Here’s an online 

ordering link you can share with your 

friends: _https://www.st-ambrose-lent- 

en-dinners.com/s/order. If you ordered 

before 11:59 p.m. the Thursday evening 

before the Friday dinner, we’ll give you 

a dollar discount off each meal. Please 

Mass on 
the Thursday 

evenings of Lent 

private confessions 
at 6:00 p.m. 

Mass on the 

Fridays of Lent 
at noon. 

Stations for Justice 

on line all day. 

Private confessions 
i on the Saturdays 
|| of Lent at 3:00 p.m.   

read the steps in the online process 

carefully so you don’t miss the prompt 

for ordering a pickup time. 

We can definitely use more 
volunteers. It’s a different kind of vol- 

unteer experience (packing dinners 

instead of selling wine or desserts to a 

roomful of folks). But it’s still lots of 

fun. Our teens are there in force — how 

about some of their dads? Call Peggy 

at 313-822-2814 to let her know when 

you can volunteer for one of the three 

remaining Lenten Dinners. 

Effective now through April 

19", the State of Michigan has relaxed 

the rules for indoor dining to 50% of a 

dining room’s capacity — or 100 people, 

whichever is less. That immediately 

prompted calls from parishioners want- 

ing to book the ARK for events. We 

have decided to not schedule any pri- 

vate events until after Easter, but we are 

taking reservations for dates after that. 

Presuming that the Covid num- 

bers don’t spike again, we will book 

ARK gatherings for 100 persons or less. 

All current health precautions must be 

agreed to — including contact tracing; 

mask-wearing when not eating; no 

more than 6 people at a table; and each 

table being separated by at least 6 feet. 

TRP
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Dispensation Expired 
While the general dispensation 

that relieved all Catholics in the Archdio- 

cese from their moral obligation to attend 

Mass on Sundays and holy days has ex- 

pired, the Archbishop said he will continue 

to grant “particular dispensations’ to those 

in need, including those who are at high 

risk of Covid-19. 

Others who may continue to be 

excused from their Sunday obligation in- 

clude: 

« Those who are ill or whose health 

would be significantly compromised 

were they to contract a communicable 

illness; 

Those who care for the sick, home- 

bound or infirmed or someone in a 

high-risk category; 

Pregnant women; 

Those age 65 or older; 

Those who cannot attend Mass for 

other reasons (such as a lack of 

transportation or being turned away 

because of capacity limits); and 

Those who have “significant fear or 

anxiety of becoming ill by being at 

Mass.” 

Anyone who exhibits — flu-like 

symptoms or believes they might be as- 

ymptomatically carrying COVID-19 or an- 

other communicable illness also are asked 

not to attend Mass “as an act of justice and 

charity” toward others, Archbishop Vigner- 

on states. 

“In allowing the general dispen- 

sation to expire, we welcome back to Mass 

all Catholics who have already been en- 

gaged in other activities that would pres- 

ent a similar or greater risk of exposure, 

such as eating out at restaurants, travel- 

ing, partaking in non-essential shopping, 

and widening one’s circle of contacts,” 

the Archbishop wrote. “These individuals 

should also prepare to return to Mass in 

recognition of its preeminence in our lives 

as Catholics.” 

Masses will still be offered online 

and serve as “a means to help Catholics 

nourish their souls when they could not be 

present for Mass. 

St. AMBROSE 
LENTEN BUFFET 
FAIA RO (cH (00S fossa 
with the convenience of Carry Out! 

The ongoing pandemic means that we can’t enjoy 
in-person dining, but we can offer the next best thing! 

The ARK will fill your carry out order on Lenten Fridays 
from February 19" through April 2"°— 4:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

The menu includes a salad, soup du jour, fried or baked 

cod, tater tots, and macaroni & cheese along with a 
roll and vegetable. 

AMT ell A WMS) OcC CUMIN cll lesisimeAIICcloMm ILI OlemreN ell IClO](¢F 

Desserts are also available for purchase. 

Cost is $15.00 per adult meal — includes 2 pieces of 
UUSSAPIN LCC CO) Han nc (Or- CONT ALO MOL Teese HIN (<10 (et 10]oHm (I 

UOMO Iee 

Child’s meal — includes fish, tater tots, macaroni and 

cheese and veggie is $10.00. 

Ala carte items include: the weekly special entrée 

at $4.00; deluxe salad bar at $3.00; soup du jour at $2 
per bowl; and desserts at $2 each. 

Place your order by noon each Friday by ordering 
online at https://www.st-ambrose-lenten-dinners.com/ 
or by calling our office at 313-822-2814. 

We will take orders over the phone or “drive ups 

VAM NTene NMC) MIN eA e118 

ae 
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The Buzz 
How is your Lent going so far? This is Laetare (Be Happy) Sunday. If 

it has been going well and you can perceive the spiritual growth going on in your 

heart and soul . . . laetare! Lent is more than half over. If that hasn’t happened or 

you really haven’t started to journey into the desert of prayer, fasting, and almsgiv- 

ing... laetare...there’s still time. Take a step or two. It’s worth it! 

ror 

One thing I am “non laetus” about very much today is the shift to Daylight 

Saving Time and the corresponding loss of an hour’s sleep. I hope you remem- 

bered to reset your clocks ahead one hour last night if you planned to celebrate the 

10:00 a.m. mass here this morning. It’s always disappointing to share the news 

with folks who show up at 11:00 — especially if they were trying to be obedient to 

the Archbishop’s lifting of the general dispensation from participating in church. 

That dispensation — but still with a ton of exceptions in place — ended yesterday. 

Nevertheless, the onset of DST is a harbinger of the approaching vernal 

equinox — Spring. I understand that astronomically it begins this coming Saturday, 

March 20°, at 5:37 a.m. At this time I anticipate that next Saturday morning I will 

still be recuperating from DST and Wednesday’s as well as Friday’s Feastdays . . . 

and therefore not yet arisen (after all, it’s still Lent and not quite Easter!) to greet 

the new season. If you happen to be up at 5:37 Saturday morning, say Hi for me. 

ror 

You just read a reference to a couple of very loved and famous Feastdays 

coming up this week. On Wednesday the 17" we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. And 

two days later on the 19", it is the Feast of St. Joseph. 

Patrick is special to our parish ever since the days of its founding by Fr. Pat- 

rick Cullinane. The Saint’s statue has a place of reverence in the niche just to the left 

of the Book of the Gospels. I also know that Fr. Tim has placed the fiscal health of 

our parish over the last few decades under his intercessory patronage. So, how about 

sometime on Wednesday, to say a prayer or two to St. Patrick to continue to intercede 

for us again as we face a year of transition into a Family of Parishes. 

Then on Friday, we celebrate St. Joseph. Our Holy Father Francis has des- 

ignated this the Year of St. Joseph. It may be a good time to take a renewed look at 

this major, but quiet figure in salvation history. But do it biblically. Start by calling 

to mind everything you know about him, and identify from where and when those 

ideas (and mental picture/images) came. Next, read the Gospel passages about 

Joseph. There aren’t many — mostly in Matthew, and some in Luke. Compare and 

contrast, as they say. And pray .. . especially about corresponding aspects and 

experiences in your own life. You'll be surprised about how many there are. 

And pray on Friday too for Joseph’s intercession on behalf of our parish as 

we attempt to embrace the vision God is giving us for the future, and to navigate 

through the threats that face us as living members of the Body of Christ. We all call 

Mary our Blessed Mother. But in communion with Jesus, we’re also able to admit 

to some very real fatherly guidance from Joseph as well. Laetare. 

ror 

One more item about St. Joseph. There is a tradition in some Catholic cul- 

tures of a St. Joseph’s Table. I have read that the table is decorated with very sym- 

bolically shaped breads, often totally coated with sesame seeds. The main point of 

the custom is that no one may be turned away from this table — especially the poor. 

So on St. Joseph’s Day, make an honest plan to bring non-perishable food to 

the baskets in the back vestibule of our church, make a donation to our St. Vincent de 

Paul Society for the poor in our neighborhood, use the parish Lenten folders (quarters 
or some other form of monetary donation) to the Kay Lasante medical clinic in Haiti, 

or choose some other concrete form of pure almsgiving. Such Lenten giving brings 

the gift of joy right back to the giver. So I say, Laetare, y’all! 

Chuck Dropiewski 

  

Learning 
to Pray    
Marcellina’s 
Book Club 

In Learning to Pray: A 
Guide for Everyone, Jesuit 

| James Martin, one of Amer- 
ica’s most beloved spiritual 
leaders and the New York 
Times bestselling author of 

| The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) 
——— Everything and Jesus: A Pil- 

grimage teaches anyone to converse with 
God in this comprehensive guide to prayer 

Martin lays out the different styles and 
traditions of prayer throughout Christian 
history and invites us to experiment and 
discover which works best to feed our 
soul and build intimacy with our Creator. 
Father Martin makes clear there is not 
one secret formula for praying. But like any 
relationship, each person can discover the 
best style for building an intimate relation- 
ship with God, regardless of religion or 
denomination. Prayer, he teaches us, Is 
open and accessible to anyone willing to 
open their heart. 

  

  
The Beehive 

is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
St. Ambrose Catholic Community 

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 

Minister of Music: Dr. Norah Duncan IV 

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor 
Secretary: Mary Urbanski 

Sacramental Celebrations 

Masses: On the Lord’s Day — 

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 10:00 a.m. 

Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 

infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 

office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

proposed date to make arrangements. 

Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 

after the deceased's passing. 

Directory 
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 

Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 

Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 

Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net 
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Liturgy Schedule 
March 15 

Weekday 4" Week of Lent 
March 16 

Weekday 4" Week of Lent 
March 17 

St. Patrick, bishop 

March 18 

St. Cyril of Jerusalem bishop & doctor 

7:00 p.m. — Mass - Florence Ciaramitaro, 

William Ciaramitaro, 

Pat & Theresa Pfaedtner, Zoja Pjetri. 

March 19 

St. Joseph, spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

12:00 — Mass — John & Catherine Guinn 
Lee & Birthune Beard, Connie Kosel 

March 20 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

4:00 p.m. — Mass — For All People 

March 21 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

10:00 a.m. - For All People 

Spending Spotlight 
We're down two part-time clean- 

ing positions. Our staff picked up most of 

the slack. Yet the cost of extra cleaning ser- 

vices of the church, ARK and rectory for the 

month of February was $1,950. 

Scriptures for the 4" 
Week of Lent 
March 15 

Is 65: 17-21 

Ps 30: 2, 4-6,11-12a, 13b 

Jn 4: 43-45 

March 16 

Ez 47: 1-9, 12 

Ps 46: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9 

Jn 5: 1-16 

March 17 

Is 49: 8-15 

Ps 145: 8-9, 13c-14, 17-18 

Jn 5: 17-30 

March 18 

Ex 32: 7-14 

Ps 106: 19-23 

Jn 5: 17-30 

March 19 

2 Sm 7: 4-5a, 12-14a, 16 

Ps 89: 2-5, 27, 29 

Rom 4: 13, 16-18, 22 

Mt 1: 16, 18-21, 24a or 

Lk 2: 41-5la 

March 20 

Jer 11: 18-20 

Ps 7: 2-3, 9b-12 

Jn 7: 40-53 

March 21 

Jer 31: 31-34 

Ps 51: 3-4, 12-15 

Heb 5: 7-9 

Jn 12: 20-33 

  

  

‘Fifth Sunday in Kent 
There will be two Masses here on the weekend of March 21-22; 

Saturday at 4:00 p.m. and Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

Over Lent, we are slowly open more seating at mass to a congregation 

up to 50% of the building’s capacity — roughly 300 persons. 

To participate electronically, go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish where the 

Saturday liturgy will be available for viewing starting at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday. 

The general dispensation from the Sunday obligation by our Arch- 

bishop has expired - with particular dispensations granted. For specifics, 

log onto: https://www.aod.org/comehometohope-dispensation     

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum Of............... $10,100.00 

On Sunday, March 7, 2021 

in envelopes we received........... $5,612.00 

in the loose collection ................. $1,792.02 

in electronic donations ................ $3,661.00 

for a total Of oo... ceeceeeeeee $11,245.02 

Over budget for the week......... .. 
$1,145.02 

Number of envelopes mailed ............... 709 

Number of envelopes used .................00. 50 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Bp. Thomas Gumbleton, Mae Christine 

Busque, Pat Blake, Karen Culver, 

Donald Miriani, Bonnie McKenna, 

Jeanne Noto, David Schumacker, 

Matthew Elias, George Bucec, Emilie 

Kasper, Darby O’Toole, Anna Noto 

Billings, Eileen O’Brien, Liz Linne, 

Donna Barnes, Alexandra Cullen, 

Charmaine Kaptur, Frank Gregory, Alex 

Billiu, Jerry Hansen, Jackie Walkowsk1, 

Kristen Kingzett, Maria Simcina, 

Brian Tague, Sharif Hannan, Shirley 

Whelan, Anne Purvis, Chris Walsh, 

Jerry Gutowski, Kevin O’ Connor, Mike 

Lesnau, Giovanni Morreale and those 
suffering and hospitalized worldwide 

with COVID-19. 

Support the Lay Faithful 
during Transition to 
Family of Parishes 

As shepherds of _ their 
people, pastors and clergy are 
facing a particular opportunity to 
guide and support their parishioners 
throughout a period of significant 
transition. Here’s what parishioners 
in other dioceses found most helpful: 
vimeo.com/502876478/630a77bbSf 

Men of the 
Hearts Podcast 

Introducing the new podcast 

from the Office of Priestly Vocations! 

Join Fr. Craig Giera and Fr. David Pel- 

lican as they explore the richness of 

priestly vocations and share how each 

of us can support this mission. 

The Office for Priestly Voca- 

tions 1s the chief promoter of voca- 

tional awareness for the priesthood 

in the Archdiocese of Detroit. We are 

Men of the Hearts because both the Im- 

maculate Heart of Mary and the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus beat as one to animate 

the call in young men. 

In this first episode of Men of 

the Hearts, hosts Fr. Craig Giera and Fr. 

David Pellican introduce themselves, 

their vocation stories, and what to ex- 

pect in the future of the podcast. 

To listen, visit detroitpriestly- 

vocations.com or subscribe to the Men 

of the Hearts Podcast on Apple Pod- 

casts, Google, or Spotify.
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The Catholic Church’s commitment to dialogue with 

other churches and with other religions flows from the Gos- 

pel, but Pope Francis said he knows some Catholics disagree. 

“Often you must take a risk” to promote harmony, he told 

reporters March 8 as he flew back to Rome from Baghdad. 
“There are some criticisms: “The pope isn’t courageous, he’s 

reckless.’ He’s doing things against Catholic doctrine. He’s 
$99 a step away from heresy.”’ Still, he said, through prayer and 

listening to the advice of experts and aides, he has become 

convinced that God wants the church — and all humanity, for 

that matter — to continue promoting a sense of belonging to 
one human family. 

And, he said, it does not matter if some religions, 

sects or groups seem further from sharing that vision. “The 

rule of Jesus is love and charity,” the pope said. “But how 

many centuries did it take us to put that into practice?” 

Preaching and living “human fraternity” — recogniz- 

ing that all men and women, created by God, are members of 

the same human family and brothers and sisters to one another 

is a process that requires effort, emphasis and repetition. 

“You are human. You are a child of God. You are my brother 

or sister,” the Pope said. 

With sporadic violence continuing in Iraq, the pope’s 

trip March 5-8 involved a massive security operation with the 

deployment of thousands of police and military officers. Even 

the Vatican police and Swiss Guards wore bulletproof vests 

under their dark suits, an unusual practice on a papal trip. 

But the other danger was posed by COVID-19 and 

the risk that people gathering to see the pope, who has been 

vaccinated, would create a surge in the already-rising number 

of cases in Iraq. Pope Francis said the pandemic — not the se- 

curity issue — was what made him repeatedly think, “maybe, 

maybe not” about the visit. 

Decisions about foreign trips are “stewed over time,” 

the pope said. “I thought so much, prayed so much” about the 

Iraq trip because of the coronavirus pandemic, “and in the end 
I made the decision freely, but 1t came from within. And I said 

to myself the one who helped me decide this will take care of 

the people.” 

And even though many experts do not expect the 

pandemic to be resolved by the fall, Pope Francis said he has 

  

promised to go to Budapest, Hungary, for a day in September 
to celebrate the closing Mass of the International Eucharistic 

Congress, which was postponed from 2020. The other trip he 

would like to make soon, he said, is a visit to Lebanon. 

Asked about his meeting March 6 in Najaf with Ayatol- 

lah Ali al-Sistani, an authority figure for Shitte Muslims tn Iraq 

and around the world, Pope Francis described him as “a great 

man, a wise man, a man of God.” The meeting, he said, “was 

good for my soul” and was another step on the path of promoting 

greater understanding and cooperation with Muslims. 
  

   Pope Francis meets 
Grand Ayatollah Sistani   A 

The day after meeting the ayatollah, Pope Francis 

traveled to Mosul, a city terrorized and left largely in ruin by 

Islamic State militants who controlled the area from 2014 to 

2017. Even though he said he had seen photos of the ruined 

churches of Mosul, Pope Francis said standing amid the rub- 

ble was “unbelievable, unbelievable.” 

But even more touching, he said, was the testimony 

of survivors, including of a mother who lost a son, who spoke 

about the importance of forgiveness and of rebuilding. “We are 

great at insulting people and condemning them,” he said, but 

too many people have forgotten the power of forgiving others. 

“T don’t know if the trips will slow down now, but 

I can tell you that on this trip, I’ve felt more tired,” he said, 

adding that being 84 comes with some baggage. However, he 

said, he does enjoy being with people, especially “after these 

months of imprisonment” because of the pandemic and the 

lockdown in Italy. 

“T feel different when I am far from the people,” he 

said, adding that he would continue to follow the recommen- 

dations of government health authorities as far as holding gen- 

eral audiences or other events that could attract a large public. 

“Closeness to the people of God” is an essential part of being 

a priest, the pope said. “The only ones who save us from pride 

are the holy people of God,” otherwise priests run the risk of 

acting like “an elite caste.” 

By Cindy Wooden for the Catholic News Service. 

March &, 2021 aboard the Papal Flight from Iraq to Rome.
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