
   
St mbrose 

arish MARCH 21, 2021 

BEEHIVE 
  

Re 

a 

a 
a 

= Co A 

eS 
at Wie Ob 

ee 

(Uae pei 

  

Guas] 

a 
PIERRE | 

BO 

ere Fa r 
~ i ie 

ot a 

In Augie of last year, Cardinal Robert Sarah, prefect of the Vatican’s dicastery for liturgy and sacraments, sent a 

letter to bishops around the world, urging a return to Mass, with proper safety protocols observed amid the coronavirus 

pandemic. Below is a partial text of that letter: 

The Lord Jesus began his public ministry by call- 

ing to himself a group of disciples to share with him the life 

and proclamation of the Kingdom; from this small flock the 

Church is born. Scripture uses the image of a city to describe 

eternal life: the heavenly Jerusalem (cf. Rev 21). A city is a 

community of people who share values, fundamental human 

and spiritual realities, places, times, and organized activities 

and who contribute to building the common good. 

While the pagans built temples dedicated only to the 

divinity, to which people had no access, Christians, as soon 

as they enjoyed freedom of worship, immediately built plac- 

es that were domus Dei et domus ecclesiae — house of God 

and the house of the Church — where the faithful could rec- 

ognize themselves as the community of God, a people sum- 

moned for worship and constituted as a holy assembly. For 

this reason, the house of the Lord presupposes the presence 

of the family of the children of God. 

The Christian community has never sought isola- 

tion and has never made the Church a city with closed doors. 
Formed in the value of community life and in the search of 

the common good, Christians have always sought insertion 

into society, while being aware of an otherness - to be in the 

world without belonging to it and without being reduced to it 
(cf. Letter to Diognetus, 5-6). And even in the pandemic emergen- 

cy, a great sense of responsibility has emerged. In listening to 

and collaborating with civil authorities and experts, the Bish- 

ops of the Church “were prompt to make difficult and painful 

decisions, even to the point of suspending the participation 

of the faithful in the celebration of the Eucharist for a long 
period.” 

AS soon as circumstances permit, however, it is nec- 

essary and urgent to return to the normality of Christian life, 

which has the church building as its home and the celebration 

of the liturgy, especially the Eucharist, as “the summit toward 

which the activity of the Church is directed, at the same time 
it is the font from which all her power flows” (Sacrosanctum 

Concilium, 10). 

Aware that God never abandons the humanity He 

has created, and that even the hardest trials can bear fruits of 

grace, we have accepted our distance from the Lord’s altar as 

a time of Eucharistic fasting, useful for us to rediscover its 

vital importance, beauty and immeasurable preciousness. As 

soon as is possible, however, we must return to the Eucharist 

with a purified heart, with a renewed amazement, with an in- 
Continued on page 7
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Lenten Observances 
¢ Lent is the liturgical season which runs from Ash Wednesday until the Mass of the 

Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday. 

«Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of total fast and abstinence from meat. 

¢ All the Fridays of Lent are days of Abstinence from meat. 

* The Law of Abstinence from meat binds persons from the completion of their 14" year 

— from the day after their 14" birthday, throughout life. 

¢ The Law of Abstinence forbids the use of meat, but not eggs, milk or products or 

condiments made of animal fat. Permissible are soups flavored with meat, meat gravy 

and sauces. 

¢ The Law of Fasting binds persons from the completion of their 18" year to the beginning 

of their 60" year, i.e., from the day after their 59" birthday. 

¢ The Law of Fasting allows only one full meal a day, but does not prohibit taking some 

food in the morning and evening, observing as far as quantity and quality are concerned 

— approved local custom. The order of meals is optional; i.e. the full meal may be taken 

in the evening instead of at midday. Also: (1) the quantity of food taken at the two lighter 

meals should not exceed the quantity taken at the full meal. (2) the drinking of ordinary 

liquids does not break the fast. 

¢ In keeping with the spirit and meaning of the Lenten fast, Catholics are encouraged 

to observe the Good Friday fast through Holy Saturday and until after the celebration 
of the Easter Vigil.       

Communal 
Penance 
Services 

Saturday, March 27" 

at 2:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 31* 

at 7:00 p-m. 

Vincentian Reflection 
In the Gospel today, Jesus says 

“Whoever serves me must follow me, 

and where I am, there also will my ser- 

vant be. The Father will honor whoever 

serves me.” When we help the poor, we 

are truly followers of Jesus, servant of 

the poor. As you place your gift in the 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul poor box, 

know that you are a sign of God’s love 

to those who are suffering, and you give 
them Easter hope and joy. 

/ Holy Week & Easter 2021 
at St. Ambrose Parish 

SATURDAY, MARCH 27 
Penance Service - 2:00 p.m. 

  

Palm Saturday Mass at 4:00 p.m. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 28 
Palm Sunday Mass - 8:30 a.m. 
Palm Procession and Mass — 11:15 a.m. 
beginning at the Academy building 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31 
Penance Service - 7:00 p.m. 

THURSDAY,APRIL 1— HOLY THURSDAY 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper - 7:00 p.m. 
Private adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the church until midnight 

FRIDAY, APRIL 2 — GOOD FRIDAY 
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion and Death - 1:30 p.m. 
Carry-out Lenten Dinner from the ARK - 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 3 — HOLY SATURDAY 
Blessing of Easter Food - 12:00 noon 

THE GREAT EASTER VIGIL MASS - 8:00 p.m. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 4 — EASTER SUNDAY 
Easter Mass at 8:30 a.m. 
Easter Mass at 11:15 a.m.
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Au 
cl hings 

onsidered 

Not suprisingly, our Marcel- 

lina’s Book Club selection, Learning to 
Pray: A Guide for Everyone, by Jesuit 
James Martin, hit the New York Times 

best-selling list a couple of weeks ago. 
He has written more than a dozen best 
spiritual sellers. 

Fr. Martin has a way of speak- 
ing spiritually to a secular audience in an 
engaging way. Perhaps that is because 
he came to the faith through the door 
marked “executives only”. He received 
his bachelor’s degree in economics from 
the Wharton School of Business and 
was employed at General Electric in 
New York City and later at GE Capital 
in Stamford, Connecticut. 

Dissatisfied with the corporate 
world, and after viewing a documentary 
on the life of Trappist monk Thomas 
Merton, Martin became more deeply 
involved in the Catholic Church and 
entered the Jesuits in August 1988. Dur- 
ing those studies, Martin earned a M.A. 
in philosophy from Loyola University 
Chicago and a M.Div. from the Weston 
Jesuit School of Theology and a Th.M., 
also from the Weston School, in 1999. 

He was ordained a priest in 1999. 

Listen to Fr. Martin talk about 

his latest book on the Commonweal 

Magazine Podcast. He talks about why 

we think we can “converse” with God? 

Why can prayer be so difficult, and at 

times impossible? Is there a right way 

to do it? Martin shares his thoughts on 

these questions, but he also takes on a 

bigger one: why do humans pray at all? 

You can tune in and listen now 

at commonwealmagazine.org/podcast/ 

why-we-pray. 

Learning To Pray makes great 
reading for the end of Lent and Holy 
Week. It also makes a really nice Easter 
gift for someone you know who 1s strug- 

gling with conversing with God. 

FI HEA DI 

The recent directives from the 

Vatican and our Archdiocese regarding 

the celebration of the liturgies of Holy 

Week during the pandemic are a curious 

mixture of precautions and relaxations. 

Masks continue to be required 

as 1S hand sanitizing and social dis- 

tancing of six feet between families 

as church architecture allows. The ex- 

change of peace continues to be omitted 

as does Holy Communion under both 

species. Altar servers are invited back. 

Processions on Palm Sunday 

are allowed and palms can be distribut- 

ed using gloves. Foot washing on Holy 

Thursday is optional — but we think we 

have a really nice solution for doing this 

while maintaining pandemic protocols. 

Also on Holy Thursday, there will be no 

Eucharistic procession after mass, but 

there will be private adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament. 

On Good Friday, the special 

prayer added by Pope Francis last year 

for an end to the pandemic reappears. 

There will be no kissing the cross. 

The directions for an outdoor 

blessing of the Easter Fire are a bit 
muddy — “allowed if safe within certain 

circumstances”. The issue here seems 

to be maintaining good social distanc- 

ing. Individual candles for the Easter 

Vigil are considered dangerous because 

of blowing them out. Baptismal water 

can be used for sprinkling, but each per- 

son being baptized needs a fresh pitch- 

er. Holy Water stoups and fonts, how- 

ever, can once again be filled after the 

vigil. Hymnals and cards remain out of 

the pews, but disposable worship aids 

can be used because communal singing 

(through a mask) is encouraged. 

Archbishop Vigneron will not 

be confirming adults on Pentecost at 

Blessed Sacrament Cathedral this year. 

Instead, any priest who has faculties 

from the Archbishop is given permis- 

sion to confirm any Catholic — along 

with the Elect and Candidates for Full 

Communion as usual — at the Easter 

Vigil 2021. If a Catholic is not able to 

attend the Easter Vigil this year, priests 

can request and receive permission to 

Mass on 
the Thursday 

evenings of Lent 

private confessions 
at 6:00 p.m. 

Mass on the 

Fridays of Lent 
at noon. 

Stations for Justice 

on line all day. 

Private confessions 
i on the Saturdays 
|| of Lent at 3:00 p.m.   

perform these Confirmations at another 

time. If you or someone you know has 

not been confirmed, now is a good time 

to take advantage of this permission. 

Our church seems to under- 

stand that televised and live-streamed 

services are wildly popular with Catho- 

lics. And while reminding us that such 

electronic media are no substitute for 

the live, eucharistic Communion, these 

servies are not disallowed. 

With the limits of our current 

audio/visual team, we want to share 

the unique Holy Week liturgies with as 

many as possible. Palm Sunday servic- 

es will be taped on Saturday, March 27" 

for broadcasting the next day begin- 

ning at 8 am. The Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper will be live-streamed at 7 p.m. 

on April 1. On Good Friday, the Pre- 

sanctified liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 

will be live streamed beginning at 1:30 

p.m. Our Stations for Justice will be 

available for viewing all day on Good 

Friday. The Easter Vigil will be live- 

streamed beginning at 8 p.m. on Holy 

Saturday, April 3". As of this writing, 

we do not have a camera crew for any 

broadcasting on Easter Sunday morn- 

ing. There may be time to train a new 

person should one arise from the parish. 

TRP
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Dispensation Expired 
While the general dispensation 

that relieved all Catholics in the Archdio- 

cese from their moral obligation to attend 

Mass on Sundays and holy days has ex- 

pired, the Archbishop said he will continue 

to grant “particular dispensations’ to those 

in need, including those who are at high 

risk of Covid-19. 

Others who may continue to be 

excused from their Sunday obligation in- 

clude: 

« Those who are ill or whose health 

would be significantly compromised 

were they to contract a communicable 

illness; 

* Those who care for the sick, home- 

bound or infirmed or someone in a 

high-risk category; 

« — Pregnant women; 

* — Those age 65 or older; 

* Those who cannot attend Mass for 

other reasons (such as a lack of 

transportation or being turned away 

because of capacity limits); and 

* Those who have “significant fear or 

anxiety of becoming ill by being at 

Mass.” 

Anyone who exhibits — flu-like 

symptoms or believes they might be as- 

ymptomatically carrying COVID-19 or an- 

other communicable illness also are asked 

not to attend Mass “as an act of justice and 

charity” toward others, Archbishop Vigner- 

on states. 

“In allowing the general dispen- 

sation to expire, we welcome back to Mass 

all Catholics who have already been en- 

gaged in other activities that would pres- 

ent a similar or greater risk of exposure, 

such as eating out at restaurants, travel- 

ing, partaking in non-essential shopping, 

and widening one’s circle of contacts,” 

the Archbishop wrote. “These individuals 

should also prepare to return to Mass in 

recognition of its preeminence in our lives 

as Catholics.” 

Masses will still be offered online 

and serve as “a means to help Catholics 

nourish their souls when they could not be 

present for Mass. 

40 Lives for Lent 
This pandemic has left many couples, individuals, families, and couples 

feeling isolated, sad, and lonely. Talking to someone about these feelings helps! 

Counselors from Catholic Charities of Southeastern Michigan want to assist those 

in need with professional services that can help get them through this challenging 

time, whether it is because of the pandemic, the loss of a loved one or any reason. 

e Loss of interest in activities or hobbies that were once pleasurable. 

e Overeating or loss of appetite. 

e Persistent feelings of sadness, anxious or ‘empty’ feeling. 

e Feelings of hopelessness. 

e Feelings of guilt, worthlessness or helplessness. 

e Difficulty concentrating, remembering details or making decisions. 

e Thoughts of suicide. 

If you or a loved one are experiencing some of these symptoms, then it 

is time to contact Catholic Charities to make an appointment for help.The first 40 

registrants (a registrant can be an individual, couple, or family) that calls one of our 

the participating behavioral health offices (see below) requesting access to the “40 

Lives for Lent” offer will receive ten free telehealth counseling sessions at no cost. 

The service 1s open to new and returning clients and includes ten 50—55-min- 

ute sessions via telehealth with participating therapists or graduate practitioners. 

Visits with an MD or Physician’s Assistant are not included in this promotion and 

are not part of the free sessions. Participating locations are: 

e Monroe: 25 South Monroe Street - Suite 205, Monroe — (734) 240-3850 

e Port Huron: 2601 13" Street, Port Huron — (810) 987-9100 

e Royal Oak: 1424 East Eleven Mile Rd., Royal Oak — (248) 548-4044 

St. AMBROSE LENTEN BUFFET 
All the deliciousness ... with the convenience of Carry Out! 

The ongoing pandemic means that we can't enjoy in-person dining, but we can offer 

Tom Ae OestmUITTETO} 

The ARK will fill your carry-out order on Lenten Fridays until April 2” — 4:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

The menu includes a salad, soup du jour, fried or baked cod, tater tots, and macaroni 

& cheese along with a roll and vegetable. 

A weekly special meatless entrée will be available. Desserts are also available for 
eel ieer 

Cost is $15.00 per adult meal — includes 2 pieces of fish, tater tots, macaroni and 

cheese, vegetable, roll and butter. 

Child’s meal — including fish, tater tots, macaroni and cheese and veggie is $10.00. 

Ala carte items include: the weekly special entrée at $4.00; deluxe salad bar at $3.00: 
Soup du jour at $2 per bowl: and desserts at $2 each. 

Place your order by noon each Friday by ordering online at 
st-ambrose-lenten-dinners.com or by calling our office at 313-822-2814. 

We will take orders over the phone or “drive-ups” on the day of the event.  
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The Buzz 

Today in the Liturgy, the Church celebrates Jeremiah’s prophecy in which 

God promised a new covenant — one where His law would be written on the hearts 

of His people. In the Gospel reading, Jesus declared, “The hour has come... .” 

So, what have you been “reading” on your heart this Lent? Have you let 

God get close enough to write anything there? Anything? If not, you need some 

more Lent. Let’s also help each other brush up on our reading skills if necessary. 

There is nothing more important on the agenda for the next two weeks than that. 

The hour has come! 

ror 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is one of the best ways the Church has 

to help us clear our (in)sights and read God well. There are three more scheduled 

opportunities to do this at St. Ambrose before Easter: this Thursday evening at 6:00 

p.m. (before the 7:00 mass) for individuals, then next Saturday afternoon at 2:00 

and the following Wednesday night of Holy Week at 7:00 for communal penance 

services with an opportunity for individual contact with a priest. “The hour has 

come;” are you ready? 

ror 

These last three Sundays of Lent, the Church offers an alternative set (from 

Year-A) of Scripture readings for the Sunday Liturgy. We are in Year-B, and at St. 

Ambrose we use the passages slated for this year. However, as we approach Holy 

Week, it’s not a bad idea to read and meditate on what Cycle-A powerfully offers 

us. It’s a great foundation for an examination of conscience before a pre-Easter 

celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. What do we need to see, admit, 

and face that is “dead” in us? Are we ready to let the Church free us from whatever 

death-dealing thing binds us up... and then let God’s Spirit fill us with freedom in 

new life? So read Ezek. 37: 12-14; Rom. 8: 8-11; and John 11: 1-45. Then pray, 

and get ready to enter a truly transformative Holy Week. 

ror 

Next weekend is already Palm Sunday. Palms will be blessed and distrib- 

uted in church at the 4:00 p.m. Saturday and the 8:30 am Sunday masses. 

Weather permitting, the 11:15 am mass next Sunday will begin on the front 

steps of the Academy building on Alter Rd. with the blessing and distribution of 

palms. This will be followed by a procession of the entire congregation down 

Hampton to the church for the remainder of the Liturgy. When you arrive, go to 

the Academy building front doors to check in and pick up an unblessed palm. 

Then, on the Academy porch and front area of the building — space yourselves 

by six feet from others not in your immediate family — for the 11:15 start. 

Blessed palms will be available in church after mass for those who cannot 

participate in the procession for mobility or other health reasons. 

ror 

As I’m writing this, it is still winter... and temperatures have been all over 

the place in recent weeks. In my years here we’ve had practically shirtsleeve temps 

for Palm Sunday, and we’ve had horizontally blowing snow days for the Proces- 

sion. But since itll officially be spring as of Saturday at 5:37 a.m., my hope 1s for 

a clear, bright and warm morning next Sunday. And I also hope the Tigers win it 

all this year. We'll see which hope is more likely to come to pass. 

ror 

Finally, this coming Thursday (the 25") is the Church’s solemn celebration 

of the Annunciation, or if you will, the miraculous conception of Jesus in Mary by 

the power of the Holy Spirit. And since you know what this leads to nine months 

from now — let me be the first to wish you a happy and blessed Christmas - 2021! 

Chuck Dropiewski 

   
  

Marcellina’s 
Book Club 

In Learning to Pray: A 
Guide for Everyone, Jesuit 

| James Martin, one of Amer- 
ica’s most beloved spiritual 
leaders and the New York 
Times bestselling author of 

| The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) 
——— Everything and Jesus: A Pil- 

grimage teaches anyone to converse with 
God in this comprehensive guide to prayer. 

Martin lays out the different styles and 
traditions of prayer throughout Christian 
history and invites us to experiment and 
discover which works best to feed our soul 
and build intimacy with our Creator. 

Father Martin makes clear there is not 
one secret formula for praying. But like any 
relationship, each person can discover the 
best style for building an intimate relation- 
ship with God, regardless of religion or 
denomination. Prayer, he teaches us, Is 
open and accessible to anyone willing to 
open their heart. 

Learning 

Cea aohVs 

  

The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
St. Ambrose Catholic Community 

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 

Minister of Music: Dr. Norah Duncan IV 

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor 
Secretary: Mary Urbanski 

Sacramental Celebrations 

Masses: On the Lord’s Day — 

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 10:00 a.m. 

Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 

infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 

office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

proposed date to make arrangements. 

Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 

after the deceased's passing. 

Directory 
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 

Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 

Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 

Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net     
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Liturgy Schedule 
March 22 

Weekday 5" Week of Lent 
March 23 

Weekday 5" Week of Lentt 
March 24 

Weekday 5" Week of Lent 
March 25 

Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord 

7:00 p.m. — Mass - Mary Marzec, 

Felix Checki, Eugene Martin 

March 26 

Weekday 5" Week of Lent 
12:00 — Mass — Dolores Lavins 
March 27 

Palm Sunday 

2:00 - Communal Penance 
4:00 p.m. Mass — For All People 

March 28 

Palm Sunday 

8:30 — Mass — For All People 

11:15 — Mass — For All People 

Spending Spotlight 
Garbage in — garbage out. We 

needed four new trash bins from the City 

of Grosse Pointe Park. They are great, as 

trash bins go. Cost? $400.00 

Scriptures for the 5" 
Week of Lent 
March 22 

Dn 13: 1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 

Ps 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 

Jn 8: 1-11 

March 23 

Nm 21: 4-9 

Ps 152: 2-3, 16-18, 19-21 

Jn 8: 21-30 

March 24 

Dn 3: 14-20, 91-92, 95 

Ps (Dn) 3: 52, 54, 54, 56 

Jn 8: 31-42 

March 25 

Is 7: 10-14; 8: 10 

Ps 40: 7-8a, 8b-9, 10,11 

Heb 10: 4-10 

Lk 1: 26-38 

March 26 

Jer 20: 10-13 

Ps 18: 2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 

Jn 10: 31-42 

March 27 

Ez 37: 21-28 

Ps (Jer) 31: 10, 11=12abed, 13 

Jn 11: 35-36 

March 28 

Mk 11: 1-10 or Jn 12: 12-16 

Is 50: 4-7 

Ps 22: 8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 

Phil 2: 6-11 

Mk 14: 1-15; 47 or Mk 15: 1-39 

  

  

Palm Sunday of the Aord's “Passion 
Saturday at 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday at 8 a.m. (broadcast online), 8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 

Seating at mass is now up to 50% of the building's capacity 

— roughly 300 persons. 

To participate electronically, go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish where the 

Saturday liturgy will be available for viewing starting at 8 a.m. on Sunday. 

The general dispensation from the Sunday obligation has ended - 

with particular dispensations granted. For specifics visit 

aod.org/comehometohope-dispensation     

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum Of............... $10,100.00 

On Sunday, March 14, 2021 

in envelopes we received........... $6,751.00 

in the loose collection ........0....... $1,831.00 

in electronic donations ................ $3,571.00 

Other... cece eeseceees $660.00 

For a total of ....ccccceeeeeeees $12,813.00 

Over budget for the week............ $2,713.00 

Number of envelopes mailed ............... 709 

Number of envelopes used ..............00..... 58 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Bp. Thomas Gumbleton, Mae Christine 

Busque, Pat Blake, Karen Culver, 

Donald Miriani, Bonnie McKenna, 

Jeanne Noto, David Schumacker, 
Matthew Elias, George Bucec, Emilie 

Kasper, Darby O’Toole, Anna Noto 

Billings, Eileen O’Brien, Liz Linne, 

Donna Barnes, Alexandra Cullen, 

Charmaine Kaptur, Frank Gregory, 

Alex Billiu, Jerry Hansen, Jackie 

Walkowski, Kristen Kingzett, Maria 

Simcina, Brian Tague, Sharif Hannan, 

Shirley Whelan, Anne Purvis, Chris 

Walsh, Jerry Gutowski, Kevin 

O’Connor, Mike Lesnau, Giovanni 

Morreale, Steven Daudlin and those 
suffering and hospitalized worldwide 

with COVID-19. 

Catholic Youth 
Organization Sports 

Track & Field is open to 3-8" 
graders who attend St. Clare School, 

St. Clare Religious Education or St. 

Ambrose Religious Education. All 

skill levels are welcomed. 

Here’s what you need to know. 

¢ Registration forms must be complet- 

ed and turned in as early as possible 

at practice. These are located at www. 

stclarem.org/athletics on the left hand 

side “Sports Registration Form”. We 

will also be posting updates on Face- 

book at https://www.facebook.com/ 

scmathletics 

¢ The cost for the season will be $125, 

which will include a sweatshirt for 

each athlete to keep. If there is a prob- 

lem with the fee, please contact Bob 

Conway (bconway@stclarem.org). 

We never want a student to not partici- 

pate due to fees. Checks can be made 

out to St. Clare Athletics. 

¢ Practices will meet outside the Swee- 

ney Center “Game Day” doors (doors 

that face St. Clare School). The first 

two practices are scheduled for Tues- 

day, April 13" from 5:30-7:00 p.m. 

and Thursday, April 15" from 5:30- 

7:00 p.m. 

¢ Temperatures and COVID-protocol 

questions will take place. Masks are 

required. 

If you have any other ques- 

tions, please contact Coach Harris 

or Athletic Director Bob Conway at 

bconway(@stclarem.org. 

Go Falcons!
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Return to the Eucharist 
Continued from page | 

creased desire to meet the Lord, to be with him, to receive 

him and to bring him to our brothers and sisters with the wit- 

ness of a life full of faith, love, and hope. 

  

This time of deprivation gives us the grace to un- 

derstand the heart of our brothers and sisters, the martyrs of 

Abitinae (beginning of the 4" century), who answered their judges 

with serene determination, despite a sure death sentence: 

“Sine Dominico non possumus.” — “We cannot live without 

Sunday.” The absolute verb non possumus (we cannot) and 

the significance of the neuter noun Dominicum (this which 

is the Lord’s) cannot be translated with a single word. A 

very brief expression sums up a great wealth of nuances and 

meanings that are offered to our meditation today: 

— We cannot be Christians, fully realizing our hu- 

manity and the desires for good and happiness that dwell in 

our hearts without the Word of the Lord, which in the cel- 

ebration of the liturgy takes shape and becomes a living word, 

spoken by God for those who today open their hearts to listen; 

— We cannot live as Christians without participat- 

ing in the Sacrifice of the Cross in which the Lord Jesus 

gives himself unreservedly to save humanity which had died 
because of sin. The Redeemer associates humanity with him- 

self and leads it back to the Father; in the embrace of the 

Crucified One all human suffering finds light and comfort; 

— We cannot be without the banquet of the Eu- 

charist, the table of the Lord to which we are invited as sons 

and daughters, brothers and sisters to receive the Risen Christ 
himself, present in body, blood, soul and divinity in that 

Bread of heaven which sustains us in the joys and labours of 

this earthly pilgrimage; 

— We cannot be without the Christian community, 

the family of the Lord: we need to meet our brothers and 

sisters who share the sonship of God, the fraternity of Christ, 

the vocation and the search for holiness and the salvation of 

their souls in the rich diversity of ages, personal histories, 

charisms and vocations; 

— We cannot be without the house of the Lord, 

which is our home, without the holy places where we were 

born to faith, where we discovered the provident presence of 

the Lord and discovered the merciful embrace that lifts up 

those who have fallen, where we consecrated our vocation to 

marriage or religious life, where we prayed and gave thanks, 

rejoiced and wept, where we entrusted to the Father our loved 

ones who had completed their earthly pilgrimage; 

— We cannot be without the Lord’s Day, without 

Sunday which gives light and meaning to the successions of 

days of work and to family and social responsibilities. 

As much as the means of communication perform a 

valued service to the sick and those who are unable to go to 

church, and have performed a great service in the broadcast 

of Holy Mass at a time when there was no possibility of com- 

munity celebrations, no broadcast is comparable to personal 

participation or can replace it. On the contrary, these broad- 
casts alone risk distancing us from a personal and intimate 

encounter with the incarnate God who gave himself to us not 

in a virtual way, but really, saying: “He who eats my flesh 

and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him” (Jn 6:56). 

This physical contact with the Lord 1s vital, indis- 

pensable, irreplaceable. Once the concrete measures that can 
be taken to reduce the spread of the virus to a minimum have 

been identified and adopted, it is necessary that all resume 

their place in the assembly of brothers and sisters, rediscover 

the irreplaceable preciousness and beauty of the celebration 

of the liturgy, and invite and encourage again those brothers 

and sisters who have been discouraged, frightened, absent or 
uninvolved for too long. 

Due attention to hygiene and safety regulations can- 

not lead to the sterilisation of gestures and rites, to the instill- 

ing, even unconsciously, of fear and insecurity in the faithful. 

The participation of the faithful in the liturgical cel- 

ebrations should be facilitated, but without improvised ritual 
experiments and in full respect of the norms contained in the 

liturgical books which govern their conduct. In the liturgy, an 

experience of sacredness, holiness and beauty that transfig- 

ures, gives a foretaste of the harmony of the eternal blessed- 

ness. Care should therefore be taken to ensure the dignity of 

the places, the sacred furnishings, the manner of celebration, 

according to the authoritative instruction of the Second Vati- 

can Council: “The rites should be distinguished by a noble 

simplicity” (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 34). 

The faithful should be recognised as having the right 

to receive the Body of Christ and to worship the Lord present 

in the Eucharist in the manner provided for, without limita- 

tions that go even beyond what is provided for by the norms 

of hygiene issued by public authorities or Bishops. 

The Church will continue to cherish the human per- 

son as whole. She bears witness to hope, invites us to trust 

in God, recalls that earthly existence is important, but much 

more important is eternal life: sharing the same life with God 

for eternity is our goal, our vocation. This is the faith of the 

Church, witnessed over the centuries by hosts of martyrs and 

saints, a positive proclamation that frees us from one-dimen- 

sional reductionisms and ideologies. 

The Church unites proclamation and accompani- 

ment towards the eternal salvation of souls with the neces- 

sary concern for public health. Let us therefore continue to 

entrust ourselves confidently to God’s mercy, to invoke the 

intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, salus infirmorum 

et auxilium christianorum, — health of the sick and help of 

Christians — for all those who are sorely tried by the pan- 

demic and every other affliction, let us persevere in prayer for 

those who have left this life, and at the same time let us renew 

our intention to be witnesses of the Risen One and heralds of 

a sure hope, which transcends the limits of this world. 

From the Vatican, 15 August 2020
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