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The Witness of a Joyful Family Life 
I thank God that many families, which are far from 

considering themselves perfect, live in love, fulfil their call- 

ing and keep moving forward, even if they fall many times 

along the way. The Vatican Synod’s reflections on the family 

show us that there is no stereotype of the ideal family, but 

rather a challenging mosaic made up of many different re- 

alities, with all their joys, hopes and problems. [57] 

This quote 

is from Pope Fran- 

cis’ Apostolic Ex- 

hortation, “Amoris 

Laetitia,” or “The 

Joy of Love,” which 

looks specifically at 

love in the family. 

Using quotes from 

the document, we 

can take some time 

to reflect on ways 

for families to grow 

in faith. 

May we 

never lose heart 

because of our 

limitations, or ever 

stop seeking that 

fullness of love and 

communion which 

God holds out be- 

fore us. [325] 

We cannot share the faith with others if we are not 
nourishing our own relationship with God. Take time to grow 

in faith as an individual as well as a couple. Look to your par- 

ish for resources or ministries. You may want to participate in 

a Scripture guild, join a small group or pray together more as 

a couple. Spend time with the Lord to determine where he is 

asking you to grow personally and in your vocation. 

Faith is God’s gift, received in baptism, and not our 

own work, yet parents are the means that God uses for it to 

grow and develop. [287] 

  

Parents help their children grow as disciples. You can 

model the faith to your children and help them discover ways 

to personally live out the faith. Some ways to consider are: 

¢ Pray for your children and pray with them as well. 

Taking their concerns or celebrations to prayer together not 

only shows them that we can turn to God in all things but will 

help them be more comfortable praying with others. 

¢ Let your 

children see you 

seek the — sacra- 

ments. Show as 

well as tell them 

why the Eucha- 
rist is important to 

you. Go to the sac- 

rament of recon- 

ciliation regularly; 

take your children 

to the church with 

you and offer 

them the opportu- 

nity to receive the 

sacrament if they 

choose. 

"| °¢ Call on the saints. 

* Pick a patron saint 

-. for your family 
and celebrate their 

feast day. Find 

saints that share 

the interests of 
your children and call on them (St. Sebastian for athletes, St. 

Martha for bakers, Blessed Carlo Acutis for computer pro- 

grammers, etc.). When you pray together, ask for their inter- 

cession as well. 

¢ Use a publication like 52 Sundays and your online religious 

education class materials to help your family build a rhythm 

of living out the faith in your daily lives. 

By their witness as well as their words, families 

speak to others of Jesus. They pass on the faith, they arouse 

a desire for God and they reflect the beauty of the Gospel 

and its way of life. (184) 
Continued on page 2
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Joyful family life 
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Families have the opportunity 

and responsibility to witness their faith 

to those around them: friends, neigh- 

bors, classmates, coworkers and in 

their parish or larger community. What 

that looks like for each family will vary. 

Archbishop Vigneron reinforces this in 

Unleash the Gospel. 

The witness of a joyful family 

life rooted in the Gospel can be a spiri- 

tual oasis for people in contemporary 

society. How many have never expe- 

rienced a family life characterized by 

warmth, mutual affection, honor, for- 

giveness, and peace? In order to form 

healthy Christian families themselves, 

they need to see what it looks like; they 

need both teaching and models. I en- 

courage families who are living the 

Gospel to exercise radical generos- 

ity in inviting others to share in your 

family life, even if you are well aware 

that it is not perfect. 

For instance, consider engag- 

ing in a ministry or ongoing service 

project as a family, so that oth- 

ers can witness how you relate 

to one another and how you 

raise your children. 

Consider inviting sin- 

gles, including young people, 

to attend Mass with your fam- 

ily or to share meals at your 

home on a regular basis. Con- 

sider serving as mentors to 

newly married couples. When 

unchurched families—includ- 
ing relatives—come to your 

home, recognize that even a 

prayer before meals, or simple 

words of thanksgiving to God 

offered by each member of the 

family, can be a powerful wit- 

ness to the presence of Christ 

among you. 

How To Grow In Faith, 

During the Year of the Family 

- By Tara Stenger, for Unleash 

the Gospel - Disciples, April 

20, 2021. Archdiocese of De- 

troit. 
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Au 
hings 
onsidered 
During this pandemic, we have 

and are living at a time of epic losses — 

the loss of physical proximity not least 

among them. Unlike our ancestors who 

endured the 1917 pandemic, we have 

marvelous electronic tools that help us 

overcome isolation. And while this has 

preserved a modicum of our societal 

and church bonds, we none the less feel 

strangely empty after a year or more of 

“online” life. That is why today’s expe- 

rience of a corporate Holy Communion 

celebration with our second and third 

graders brings real, tangible joy to my 

heart as it does yours. 

This is what theologians call 

Embodied Community, and it is at 

the heart of what our Christian Church 

means — lest the experience of “church” 

be reduced to that of an abstraction. 
Writing some 80 years ago, the Ger- 

man theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

insisted that the Christian community 

“takes up physical space here on earth 

. Thus the body of Jesus Christ can 

only be a visible body, or else it is not a 

body at all.” 

This weekend’s celebration of 

Communion comes to us in a slightly 

different package than what we have 

been accustomed to. Yes, our young- 

sters are receiving the Body of Christ, 

but they are also bringing us together 

as the Body of Christ. That is just as 

real a Eucharistic presence as any, and 

one we probably took for granted be- 

fore we were forced to give it up. 

It’s a gift that we can continue 

to meet as community in online spaces 

But it is simultaneously a sign of what 

it is not — of what we have lost — or of 

that which is being threatened. 

Bonhoeffer also insisted that 

only in Christ is the continuity of our 

existence preserved. Of course, the Eu- 

charist functions as a sign of this real- 

ity, a sign that many of us welcome at 

such a time of high uncertainty and, for 

some of us, anxiety. Today our chil- 

dren, who will have to negotiate a post 

pandemic world, teach us about the es- 

sential and very real presence of Christ 

in the very act of our gathering. 

FI VA 

One of the more fortuitous 

things I’ve done during my pastorate 

here was to engage in a “full-court- 

press” toward electronic giving back 

in the Fall of 2018. Relying on the tra- 

ditional paper envelope, we had been 

struggling to make budget for years. 

While Ambrosians respond well to spe- 

cial appeals, the week-to-week enve- 

lope was always anemic. 

That’s when it occurred to me 

that we were using 19" century tech- 

niques in a 21* century church. Even 

though we were in a moratorium im- 

posed by the Archdiocse against pa- 

rochial fund raisers (in anticipation 

of a major capital drive they were go- 

ing to conduct) we went ahead with 

a push to promote electronic giving. 

With that structure in place before the 
Covid shutdown, we were financially 

positioned to ride out the worst of that 

storm. 

A study done by one of our 

electronic giving services, Givelify, 

looked at its own app data and sur- 
veyed more than 400 faith leaders and 

300 congregants to better understand 

how giving to churches has changed 

during the pandemic and what the fu- 

ture holds. Simply put: Digitally savvy 

faith-based organizations clearly fared 

better financially during Covid. 

During the pandemic, places 

of worship using Givelify saw a nearly 

10% increase in the size of donations. 

Faith-based organizations on Givelify 

with a strong digital presence (website, 

live streaming, Twitter, Instagram and 

YouTube) saw 533% more donations 

than those without. 

Givelify posits that the pan- 

demic may accelerate a longer-term 

digital transformation, moving church 

giving primarily online. 92% of do- 

nors said they will continue to donate 

primarily online and on mobile apps 

after the pandemic ends, and 94% of 

faith leaders believe online and mobile 
giving is here to stay. We continue to 

see our parishioners lock into the on- 

line giving habit. Since Holy Week, we 

have had 54 more households sign onto 

electronic giving. 

This underscores my _ belief 
that Ambrosians are inherently gener- 

ous, despite unimaginably tough cir- 

cumstances. Mobile giving and online 

engagement allow us to tap into that 

generosity, making it easier for people 

to show their support. 

A digital transformation was 

already underway in the faith commu- 

nity, and Covid has accelerated it. It’s 

clear that this parish needs a digital 

presence to not only survive the pan- 

demic but thrive into the future. 

I look back when I arrived here 

in 1986 and thought that moving us into 

a technological future was the purchase 

of an IBM Selectric Typewriter! 

FI HEA DI 

With our Archdiocesan offices 

working remotely during Covid, and 

the Catholic Services Appeal adminis- 

trative services out of State, we’re hav- 

ing a difficult time getting information 

and updates as to where we are in this 

year’s CSA. 

Normally, by this juncture, 

we would have promotional materials 

on hand, and by now we should have 

heard from more than 5 households. 

We don’t know if this is a mailing is- 

sue or if we are just being ignored — or 

perhaps both? 

A botched CSA hurts every- 

body. Which is why we’re trying to get 

ahead of the campaign this time around. 

We have been told that past support- 

ers should have received a letter from 

Archbishop Vigneron asking for your 

help in the 2021 CSA campaign. Please 

consider his appeal with the same gra- 

ciousness as you would mine. Follow 

the mailing or online instructions as 

laid out by the Cathedral Corporation 

personnel. TRP
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Dispensation Expired 

While the general dispensation 

that relieved all Catholics in the Archdio- 

cese from their moral obligation to attend 

Mass on Sundays and holy days has ex- 

pired, our Archbishop Vigneron said he 

will continue to grant “particular dispen- 

sations” to those in need, including those 

who are at high risk of Covid-19. 

Others who may continue to be 

excused from their Sunday obligation in- 

clude: 

« Those who are ill or whose health 

would be significantly compromised 

were they to contract a communicable 

illness; 

* Those who care for the sick, home- 

bound or infirmed or someone in a 

high-risk category; 

« — Pregnant women; 

* — Those age 65 or older; 

* Those who cannot attend Mass for 

other reasons (such as a lack of 

transportation or being turned away 

because of capacity limits); and 

* Those who have “significant fear or 

anxiety of becoming ill by being at 

Mass.” 

Anyone who exhibits — flu-like 

symptoms or believes they might be as- 

ymptomatically carrying COVID-19 or an- 

other communicable illness also are asked 

not to attend Mass “as an act of justice and 

charity” toward others, Archbishop Vigner- 

on states. 

“In allowing the general dispen- 

sation to expire, we welcome back to Mass 

all Catholics who have already been en- 

gaged in other activities that would pres- 

ent a similar or greater risk of exposure, 

such as eating out at restaurants, travel- 

ing, partaking in non-essential shopping, 

and widening one’s circle of contacts,” 

the Archbishop wrote. “These individuals 

should also prepare to return to Mass in 

recognition of its preeminence in our lives 

as Catholics.” 

Masses will still be offered online 

and serve as “a means to help Catholics 
nourish their souls” when they could not be 

present for Mass. 

The Archdiocese of Detroit 

Paper, Plastic or Electronic? 
Please consider moving from paper offertory envelopes and switching to 

eGiving through ParishSOFT Giving. Signing up with a recurring gift 1s easy, and 

ParishSOFT will help if you need assistance. 

EGiving is one of the most effective ways to lower our day-to-day costs. 

Checks and offertory envelopes mean added costs for paper, printing, mailing and 

extra staff time to tabulate and process. When people switch to 

eGiving, the saving is significant, and it makes a difference for our parish. 

In addition, e-Gifts are recorded automatically by our financial database 

system, which helps ensure accurate giving attribution for parishioners on their 

taxable giving reports. Your recurring gifts through ParishSOFT eGiving will allow 

our parish to operate efficiently and be there for those who need us. 

If you are already e-giving through Givelify or via Simply Said/Christian 

Financial, try switching to ParishSOFT eGiving. If you needany assistance setting 

up your gift — or making the switch from your current e-giving — call the parish 

at 313-822-2814 or email Peggy O’Connor in the office at stambrose@comcast.net 

Vincentian Reflection 
In today’s Gospel Jesus says, “Whoever remains in me and I in him will 

bear much fruit, because without me you can do nothing.” By helping our neighbors 

in need we can “bear much fruit” and we find that with Jesus we can do more than 

we first imagined. Your support of the work of the St. Vincent de Paul here at St. 

Ambrose helps our neighbors in need feel loved and valued. That’s good pickin’s. 

  

On Saturday, May 1, 2021 
the Catholic Community of St. Ambrose celebrated 

the Solemn Communion of: 

Gates Coyro e Elena Decker ¢ Evangeline Hartung 

Andrew Hathawaye Evelyn Jensen © Leo Keagle 

Matthew Kodanko e Adam Krall ¢ Caroline Krupp 

Brian Maloney * Jameson N. ¢ Declan O'Byrne 

Josephine O'Reilly * Matteo Paonessa® Rosa Perrotta 

Mitchell Pope * Hudson Proudlock 

Celia Smith ¢ Lucas Van Marcke 

Our Parish congratulates these young people and prays that they stay 
connected to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

May they continue to be nourished at the table of the Lord 
every Sunday throughout their lifetime.     
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Faith Formation Station 
“God of goodness, when Jesus blessed food to feed the thousands, 

it was a child who first brought forth the loaves and fishes he had to share. 

Let us receive the gifts of children with open arms, 

that our whole community might be fed from their love and laughter. 

Bless the children who receive communion for the first time today. 

May they always be nourished by your love 

and strengthened to carry out your call to serve the hungry world as Jesus did. 

May all gathered in this place let ourselves be poured out in service. 

May our lives be blessed by the communion of your love. Amen.” 

- A Blessing for Welcoming Children to the Lord’s Supper by Laura Kelly Fanucci 

On the night before Jesus died, there was probably so much on Jesus’ 

mind and in his heart that he wanted to share with his friends; however, time and 

space would only allow for so much. And so, Jesus broke bread and spoke the 

most profound words — leaving all of us with the challenge to keep on discovering 

the mystery and meaning of the Eucharist for ourselves, to keep on breaking bread 

in memory of him. 

A group of sixteen special sacrament students have prepared for First 

Holy Eucharist this year; they learned that Jesus is always present to them and that 

he loves them infinitely. All of us who were blessed to walk beside them on their 

journey to the Table of the Lord — their parents, families, catechists, classmates, 

and the entire parish community — have been touched by their gift to us: through 

their wonder we have learned again what it means to taste and see the goodness 

of the Lord dwelling among us. We have been converted, evangelized, and trans- 

formed. These special children, and all our parish children, are gifts to our parish, 

to the entire Church, and to the world. 

I share some of their thoughts on What Holy Eucharist Means to Me: 

e Iknow the Eucharist is blessed. Jesus is in my heart. — Gates Coyro 

e To be closer to God. God will be in our hearts. — Elena Decker 

e The Holy Eucharist is very special, and it makes me feel happy and it is very 

nice to get. I love going to church and getting the body and blood of Christ. 

— Evie Hartung 

e The Holy Eucharist is about receiving and sharing God’s love in your heart. 

By spreading God’s love one day we might change the world and make happi- 

ness on earth. — Matthew Kodanko 

e Eucharist means to me that I’m closer to God and I’m more a part of the 

church and I can participate more in things in the Church. — Cici Krupp 

e By receiving the Eucharist, Jesus actually receives me into Himself. This is 
why this is called Holy Communion. I am in Holy Communion with God. I 

am in the Heart of God. I am in God and He ts in Me. — Brian Maloney 

e It means that God and Jesus are special to me. God and Jesus are family to 

me. — Jameson N. 

e It feels like I’m being accepted into the church. Being a bigger member of the 

church makes me happy. — Declan O’Byrne 

e The Holy Eucharist means to be closer to Jesus. It means to help my family 

and neighbors. It means coming together in my community. I hope to grow 

closer to God. — Matteo Paonessa 

e It means being closer to God and caring for others. — Rosa Perrotta 

e [am joining the church community. I am excited to work with the other sec- 

ond graders. — Celia Smith 

e lam so happy to receive the body of Christ. Thank you God for bringing me 

into this world. I will do my best to help my family, friends, neighbors and 

church. - Lucas Van Marcke Kelly Woolums 

   
  

Marcellina’s 
Book Club 

In Learning to Pray: A 
Guide for Everyone, Jesuit 

| James Martin, one of Amer- 
ica’s most beloved spiritual 
leaders and the New York 
Times bestselling author of 

| The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) 
——— Everything and Jesus: A Pil- 

grimage teaches anyone to converse with 
God in this comprehensive guide to prayer 

Martin lays out the different styles and 
traditions of prayer throughout Christian 
history and invites us to experiment and 
discover which works best to feed our 
soul and build intimacy with our Creator. 
Father Martin makes clear there is not 
one secret formula for praying. But like any 
relationship, each person can discover the 
best style for building an intimate relation- 
ship with God, regardless of religion or 
denomination. Prayer, he teaches us, Is 
open and accessible to anyone willing to 
open their heart. 

Learning 

Cea aohVs 

  

The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
St. Ambrose Catholic Community 

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 

Minister of Music: Dr. Norah Duncan IV 

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor 
Secretary: Mary Urbanski 

Sacramental Celebrations 

Masses: On the Lord’s Day — 

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 & 11:15 a.m. 

Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 

infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 

office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

proposed date to make arrangements. 

Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 

after the deceased's passing. 

Directory 
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 

Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 

Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 

Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net     
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Liturgy Schedule 
May 3 

Sts. Philip & James, apostles 

May 4 

Easter Weekday 

8:30 a.m. — Mass — Andrew Harrison; 

Cormac O’ Byrne 

May 5 

Easter Weekday 

May 6 

Easter Weekday 

7:00 p.m. — Florence Marie Kraemer 

May 7 

Easter Weekday 

12:00 p.m. — Ray & Genevieve Pelc; 

Paul and Stella Zawiza 
May 8 

Easter Weekday 

4:00 p.m. — For All People 

May 9 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

8:30 — Mass — For All People 

11:15 — Mass — For All People 

Spending Spotlight 
Our chilly spring had a big impact 

on our DTE Energy bills. The gas and elec- 

tric services for the church and ARK space 
ran $10,124.37 —just for the month of March. 
To put that in perspective, our minimum op- 
erational cost each week is $10,100 — so one 
week’s collection doesn’t even cover one bill. 

Scriptures for the 5" 
Week of Easter 
May 3 

1 Cor 15: 1-8 

Ps 19: 2-5 

Jn 14: 6-14 

May 4 

Acts 14: 19-28 

Ps 145: 10-13b, 21 

Jn 14: 27-31la 

May 5 

Acts 15: 1-6 

Ps 122: 1-5 

Jn 15: 1-8 

May 6 

Acts 15: 7-21 

Ps 96: 1-3, 10 

Jn 15: 9-11 

May 7 

Acts 15; 22-31 

Ps 57: 8-10, 12 

Jn 15: 12-17 

May 8 

Acts 16: 1-10 

Ps 100: 1b-2, 3,5 

Jn 15: 18-21 

May 9 

Acts 10: 25-26, 34-35, 44-48 

Ps 98: 1-4 

1 Jn 4: 7-10 

Jn 15: 9-17 

  

  

Sixth Sunday of caster 
May 8-9! 

Saturday at 4:00 p.m. (broadcast online on Sunday starting at 8:00 a.m.) 
Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. (May Crowning) 

Seating at mass is now up to 50% of the building’s capacity 

— roughly 300 persons. 

To participate electronically, go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish where the 

Saturday liturgy will be available for viewing starting at 8 a.m. on Sunday. 

The general dispensation from the Sunday obligation has ended - 

with particular dispensations granted. For specifics visit 

aod.org/comehometohope-dispensation 

  

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum Of............... $10,100.00 

On Sunday, April 25, 2021 

in envelopes we received........... $4,822.00 

in the loose collection ........0....... $5,570.16 

in electronic donations ................ $3,244.59 

for a total Of oo... ecccceeeeeeeees $13,636.00 

Over budget for the week............. $3,536.75 
Number of envelopes mailed ............... 709 

Number of envelopes used ...............0.... 56 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Bp. Thomas Gumbleton, Mae Christine 

Busque, Pat Blake, Karen Culver, 

Donald Miriani, Bonnie McKenna, 

Jeanne Noto, David Schumacker, 

Matthew Elias, George  Bucec, 

Emilie Kasper, Darby O’Toole, Anna 

Noto Billings, Eileen O’Brien, Liz 

Linne, Donna Barnes, Alexandra 

Cullen, Charmaine Kaptur, Frank 

Gregory, Alex Billiu, Jerry Hansen, 

Jackie Walkowski, Kristen Kingzett, 

Maria Simcina, Brian Tague, Sharif 

Hannan, Shirley Whelan, Anne 

Purvis, Chris Walsh, Jerry Gutowski, 

Kevin O’Connor, Mike  Lesnau, 

Giovanni Morreale, Albina Check, 

Steve Daudlin and those suffering 

and hospitalized worldwide with 

COVID-19. 

  

  

  

  

Number of Families ........ccccsseseceees 800 

Returns tO date oo... 5 

Average Gift in'20 wee $596.00 

AoD Quota in ‘21 voc $93,007 

Property/Liability Insurance ... $52,000 

Adjusted parish target ......... $145,007 

Received as of 4/27/2021......... $ 5,530 

* The CSA target number assigned by 
the Archdiocese is based on a complex 
formulia which is based in measure on 
a three year average of the offertory and 
Christmas collections. Since CSA is 
exempt from the 7% diocesan tax, we try 
to ‘piggy-back’ our insurance premiums 
to this campaign. That happens only 
after the $93,007 target is reached.       

Priestly Vocations 
If you are feeling a call to the 

priesthood “at some level,” it is in your 
best interest to talk with a priest you 
know and/or a vocation director, who 

will help you better discern God’s call- 
ing in your life. They will also have 
programs available to assist you in your 
discernment and more information on 
the application process. 

Listen now to our new podcast 

hosted by Fr. Craig Giera, Director of 

Priestly Vocations for the Archdiocse of 

Detroit. Here’s the link: https://detro- 

itpriestlyvocations.com/category/pod- 

cast/ You can contact Fr. Giera at giera. 
craig@aod.org — 313-868-7040
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Fewer than half of U.S. Adults belong toa Congregation 
Fewer than half of U.S. adults say they belong to a 

church, synagogue or mosque, according to a new Gallup 
survey that highlights a dramatic trend away from religious 

affiliation in recent years among all age groups. 

The new Gallup poll, published in March 2021, 

indicates that religious membership 

in the U.S. has fallen to just i 
47% among those surveyed Wed; HALE 

— representing less than half 

of the adult population for the 

first time since Gallup began 

asking the question more than 80 

years ago. 

While membership in a house of 

worship fell only slightly in the latest sur- 

vey, which was conducted in part during 

the coronavirus pandemic, the results re- 

flect a trend that Gallup has been tracking 

since the turn of the century. 

In 2018, 50% of adults 

polled said they belonged to a 

religious congregation, down _ sharply 

from the 70% who said so as recently as 

1999. That figure fluctuated only a few 

percentage points over a period of six de- 

cades beginning in 1937 — the first year 

of the survey — when 73% of U.S. adults 

said they belonged to a church, synagogue 

or mosque. 

Catholics have seen the greatest de- 

cline, with an 18-point drop in the past two de- 

cades, double the 9-point decline for Protestants. Gal- 

lup said it doesn't have sufficient data to analyze trends for 
other religions. 

Among other subgroups, Democrats showed a 25 

percentage point decline in church membership since 2000, 

compared with a 12-point decline for Republicans. Inde- 

pendents saw an 18-point drop. Overall, conservatives were 

nearly twice as likely to be religiously affiliated as liberals. 
Regional differences were also apparent, with de- 

clines in church membership in the same time period greater 

in the East (-25 percentage points) than in the South (-16 

points), Midwest (-18 points) or West (-19 points). Non-col- 

lege graduates and unmarried individuals also showed great- 

er declines in church membership than college-educated and 

married individuals over this time period. 

"[D]eclines in church membership are proportion- 

ately smaller among political conservatives, Republicans, 

married adults and college graduates," Gallup said. "These 

groups tend to have among the highest rates of church mem- 

bership, along with Southern residents and non-Hispanic 
Black adults." 

Despite these data, survey participants might still at- 

tend a house of worship and/or subscribe to a specific faith 
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EMPTY! DEFINITELY 
HALE EMPTY!! 

without holding formal membership in a religious congrega- 

tion. 

For years, demographers have cited millennials as 

being on the cusp of "the rise of the 'nones' " — a group de- 

fined as atheists, agnostics and those who say they have no 

religious preference. But, as Gallup points out, more Ameri- 

cans of every age bracket — including "tra- 

ditionalists" born before 1946 — say 

they are among this group. 

"Since the turn of the cen- JUST LISTEAL 
Te You! ALWAYS tury, there has been a near dou- 

THE PESSIMUST. bling in the percentage of tra- 
ditionalists (from 4% to 7%), 

baby boomers (from 7% to 13%) 

and Gen Xers (11% to 20%) with no 

religious affiliation,” Gallup says. 

However, Gallup points out that demo- 

graphic shifts, not a sudden disaffection 

among the religious, appear to account for 

much of that change, "with those in older 

generations who were likely to be church 

members being replaced in the U.S. adult 

population with people in younger genera- 

tions who are less likely to belong." 

Even with those declines, 66% of tradi- 

tionalists, 58% of baby boomers, 50% of 

those in Generation X and 36% of millenni- 

als said they belong to a church, synagogue 

or mosque. "The limited data Gallup has 

on church membership among the portion of 

Generation Z that has reached adulthood are so 

far showing church membership rates similar to those for 

millennials," Gallup said. 

A Pew Research Center survey conducted last sum- 
mer, as the coronavirus pandemic raged, showed that 3 in 10 

Americans reported stronger personal faith due to the pan- 

demic. But people who said they "prioritize religion" in their 

lives were more likely to say their faith had grown stronger. 

In conclusion, Gallup states that though the "U.S. re- 

mains a religious nation ... far fewer, now less than half, have 

a formal membership with a specific house of worship." 

While it is possible that part of the decline seen in 

2020 was temporary and related to the coronavirus pandemic, 

continued decline in future decades seems inevitable, given 

the much lower levels of religiosity and church membership 

among younger versus older generations of adults," it states. 

Gallup says it compiled the survey from interviews 

of 6,117 randomly sampled adults in all 50 states and the 

District of Columbia. The interviews were conducted by 

telephone from 2018 to 2020. The margin of sampling error 

is plus or minus 2 percentage points at the 95% confidence 

level, Gallup says. 

  

For National Public Radio, by Scott Neuman, March 30, 2021.



  

Allemon’s 
Landscape Center 

Screened Topsoil - Peat - Shrubs « Trees 
- PARTY RENTALS ~ 

17727 Mack at University 

313-882-9085   

  

Propane - Kerosene « Firewood « Garden Statuary 

Patrick O'Hara, CPA 
Conrad Koski, CPA 
~— Income Tax Services - 

377 Fisher Rd, Suite F ¢ Grosse Pointe 

(313) 885-9700 
www.OHaraCPA.net 

    
    
      

    
        

      

  

Robert L. pW ees is oF 
The Attorney-CPA Bow-Tie Guy . 5 

  

       

    

        

       

  

www.rlhindelang.com 

313-886-4450 

catholicmatch 

Michigan 

CatholicMatch.com/MI 

LYDIA RAYES, DO 
Family Practice- Accepting New Patients 
Specializing in NaPro Technology 

Ascension St. John Center for Wellness 
18303 E. 10 Mile Road, Suite 500 
Roseville, MI 4806¢ ‘A 

586-498-5160 By! prone 

\__reproductive health monitoring and maintenance” 

  

    

  

   

              

    

  

Second Generation 
Owned and Operated 

Residential and Commercial 

Serving the Grosse Pointes and 
South Eastern Michigan Communities 

www.RedBaronEnterprises.com 

CEC EM My 

    
poo) NA 

PGA ae 

bev EF ee INA 

15215 Kercheval St., Grosse Pointe Park, Ml 48230 

  

J&I ROOFING... a name you know and trust! 

  

Retirement Planning 
College Savings Plans 

Financial Planning 

Victor P. Maraldo 
Financial Planning Specialist 

Morgan Stanley 

First Vice President 
Financial Advisor 
130 Kercheval Avenue 
Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml 48236 
313 642-5903 « victor.p.maraldo@ms.com 
© 20% Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.   CRC897562 06/14 
  

  

  

  

Accepts all major credit cards Free Estimates J ibebvenite QUALITY 
fk al OOFING SERVICES 

: Check us out on Facebook! : Ba Roofing Specialists FOR OVER 30 YEARS. 

We're Your To Do List Handymen Seamless Gutters GUTTERS Call J&J Roofing Today 

Grosse Pointe Resident Ef Leat Relief 586-445-6455 | WWW.JJROOFING.COM 

ALL ABOUT" ||WASHER/ORYERREPAIR|| "ast 0 OY” “The Same 
Ee G.E., Whirlpool, DETROIT Always to All” 

PLUMB ING: Kenmore Specialist EASTPOINTE as O0-VERG HEYD : N 

HOTWATERTANKS.TOILETS 1| (986) 791-4466 || Crosse porte 1-800-837-4393 
SEWERS & DRAINS CLEANED Call David Dressler CHINTON PON ASHE www.verheyden.org   
  

  

(248) 542-7850 

$20. OFF 

| SUMP PUMPS 

wt oy ee Work 
  

  

2 

| Bear as ee 

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER 

WA WORK” 
PL ING 

WaterWorkPlumbing.com 
Senior Discounts   4 Hr. Emergency Service 313-558-8757 

Marissa Lee-Cavaliere 

yee) Cle 
Real Estate In The Pointes 

\ 18472 Mack Ave. + Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 

: \. 313-886-1000 Office + 586-822-1062 Cell 

  

  

CLINTON TOWNSHIP MICHIGAN 
Serving families since 1855 

www.clintongrove.com 
(586) 463-0851 

15% Off On Space With Ad   
Clinton Grove Comet al a 
  

  

  
      

  

    

Contact Rick Soper 

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE 
rsoper@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6474 

        

PROTECTING SENIORS NATIONWIDE 
MEDICAL ALERT SYSTEM 
S 29. 95/MO 
BILLED QUARTERLY 

CALL NOW! 1.877.801.7772 
   

aii} i Basen 
bey a 

WWW.24-7MEDALARM.COM 
  

      

  

to place an ad today! 

  

  

Hampton, Fox & Associates 
Ameriprise Private Wealth Advisory Practice 

313.885.4414 
726 Notre Dame St 

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230 

Shaun ©. Hompen. vate Wedlih AdMict, CHP, ChIC®, CLU®. CA Inswonce HOR?SE€D 
ef, Fox Francia Adve, CFP, CHEC, Clu 

Jock Fox Frarichl Acer, A, CnC 
Daniel J Hanlon, Rnanclet Aritcr, CRACE, CA myurance #0026119 

Hampton fox & Atkocialer a private weatth cxtuiory practice of 
Sores, Iie 

“oe caeaton 

Arve Fi cen Inc. Mamber FINRA and SPC: Ameriprise @ 
Siar) wnolohe Prenelek tne, Ailrights reserved. oe 

  

  

      

ADT-Monitored Home Security 
Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust 

@ Burglary 
@ Fire Safety 

Authorized | 
Ca eee SafeStreets 

e Sewers Cleaned Electrically 
 24-Hour Service 

e Visa/MC/Disc Accepted 
¢ 10% Senior Discount ;- 
¢ Parishioner Discount 

@ Flood Detection 

@ Carbon Monoxide 

Ke 

  

   
    

“Our Business 

¢ Is Picking Up” 

Pet Waste Removal 
313-882-5942 

Doggiescoops.com Parish Member 
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e
e
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Services: 
Toilets ° Faucets 
Water Heaters 

Sewers and Broken 
Water Lines Dug Up 

ALL TYPES OF PLUMBING REPAIRS 

  

REE 
MNS 
i and 
Taos 
eee         

LET.OS 
PLACE 

YOUR AD 

HERE. 

  

    

Licensed Master Plumber 

586.775.2441    
  

  

“ADVERTISE YOUR 
_ BUSINESS HERE 
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