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Following the onset of the coronavirus pandemic in 

March 2020, nearly all Catholics in the United States were freed 

from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days. 
But on back in February 2021, the Archdiocese of Detroit an- 

nounced that it would lift its general dispensation beginning in 
March — becoming one of just a handful of dioceses at that time 

to require Catholics to return to church. 

In a statement, our Archdiocese praised livestreamed 
Masses that have kept Catholics connected to the sacraments in 

many places during the pandemic, but added they “cannot be- 
come the norm. God did not come to us virtually.” 

While public Masses have resumed across the coun- 
try last spring and summer, the obligation to attend varies. The 

Archdiocese of Chicago just recently stopped the request for pre- 
registration at masses. Cardinal Cupich allows his parishes two 
options for masses: One is that fully vaccinated people can go to 

church without a mask as long as they provide verifiable proof of 
vaccination. The other option is to require masks for all worship- 

ers until the state reaches the final stage of reopening. 
The Catholic News Agency has a service called “Do 

We Have Mass? Coronavirus Closures and Dispensations in 

US Dioceses in which they attempt to keep up with the most re- 

ecent regulations being set forth by American Bishops. You can 
logon to that at: https://bit.ly/3c9Zg7B where you will find 

that there is an amazing amount of latitude on the Sunday 

obligation rule here in the USA. 

Whenever dioceses choose to lift dispensations, as 
with other difficult pandemic-related decisions, individual be- 
lievers will have to decide for themselves when they feel safe 

going back to church. 
“Tf you’re truly, truly afraid of catching the virus, then 

stay home,” Bishop Thomas Freyer said in a video announcing 

the change. “If you’ve gone out to lunch, if you’ve gone out to 
dinner, then you’re not truly afraid.” 

That message was echoed by Bishop James Conley, of 

the Diocese of Lincoln, Nebraska who urged Catholics to ex- 
amine their other behaviors and consider if they should return 

to Mass, saying the dispensation “should not be abused.” 

“T ask Catholics to look at their lives at this moment. 
Are you meeting with groups of people, perhaps attending 

sporting events and participating in forms of entertainment, but 
not attending Mass? The Holy Eucharist is the source and sum- 
mit of our faith, but are we making other things a priority in our 

lives at this time? Are we making this dispensation an excuse?” 
he wrote. 

As the percentage of people who are vaccinated in- 
creases and as schools and work schedules resume to some- 
thing of a pre-pandemic level — life 1s expected to return to 

some semblance of normalcy in the coming months, it is pos- 

sible that many other dioceses will begin lifting dispensations. 
What does that mean for Catholics? 

Continued on page 2...
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It's Time to Come Back to Church 
Continued from page 1 

Why Are Catholics Obligated To Attend Mass? 

Canon law states, “On Sundays and other holy days of 
obligation, the faithful are obliged to participate in the Mass.” 
Then there is the reason behind the rule. 

The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church calls 

the Eucharist “the founda- 
tion and confirmation of 

all Christian practice.” As 

a result, “the faithful are 

obliged to participate in 
the Eucharist on days of 
obligation, unless excused 

for a serious reason (for 
example, illness, the care 

of infants) or dispensed 

by their own pastor. Those 
who deliberately fail in this 
obligation commit a grave 

sin.” 

Are there times when it 

is not a grave sin to miss 

Mass? 

Yes. When  dio- 
ceses granted dispensations 

at the start of the pandemic, 
Catholics were no longer 

required to attend Mass, 
though they were still en- 

couraged to mark Sundays 
with prayer and other spiri- 

tual practices. Catholics are 

obligated to attend Mass, 
although there are circum- 

stances when they should 
not. 

Even in the Arch- 

diocese of Detroit, where 

a dispensation expired in 
March, there are still sev- 

eral conditions in which 

a Catholic is permitted to 
miss Mass. The Archdio- 
cese listed eight conditions 
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in which a Catholic may be permitted to miss Sunday Mass, 

including experiencing flu-like symptoms, being at-risk because 

of an underlying health condition and having “significant fear or 
anxiety of becoming ill by being at Mass.” 

Is this the first time Catholics have been permitted not to at- 

tend Mass because of a public health crisis? 

It appears not. During the “Spanish flu” outbreak in 
1918, churches were closed by public health officials in Phila- 

delphia, Los Angeles and Wilmington, Del. Some parishes held 
Masses outdoors, but if it was impossible to attend Mass be- 
cause the church building was closed, the obligation to attend 

Mass would have been lifted. In St. Louis, the archbishop la- 
mented the public health order to close churches, but nonethe- 

less lifted the obligation to attend Masses. 
More recently, churches in Mexico City were closed 

in 2009 in an effort to slow the 
spread of HINI, more com- 

monly known as “swine flu.” 

What about during normal 

times? 

Catholics are obligated to 

attend Mass, although there are 
circumstances when they should 

not. But beyond the three ex- 
amples cited in official church 

teaching—lack of a priest, ill- 

ness and caring for infants—the 
specifics regarding what quali- 

fies as a Serious reason for miss- 
ing Mass are left to individual 

believers. 
“It’s about using common 

sense,” said Adam Rasmussen, 

a lecturer in the theology and 

religious studies department at 
Georgetown University. “Want- 
ing to make a Sunday morning 

tee time would not pass the test, 
but feeling like you have a cold 

that could be passed on to other 
people could. Inclement weath- 

er and lacking transportation are 
also sufficient reasons in many 

cases.” 

Mr. Rasmussen said he 
found it “prudent” for bishops 

to issue general dispensations 
at the start of the pandemic, 

especially because “there are 
some overly scrupulous people, 

or people who have a delicate 
conscience,” who, when they 

become genuinely sick, still feel 

obliged to attend Mass “because 
they just don’t understand that 

they have a grave reason to miss Mass.” 
Whenever dioceses choose to lift dispensations, as with 

other difficult pandemic-related decisions, he says individual 
believers will have to decide for themselves when they feel safe 

going back to church. Everyone has to decide that with their 
own conscience. 

Updated and adapted from American Magazine; 
Michael J. O'Loughlin, February 2021
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Au 
hings 
onsidered 
Trinity Sunday is notoriously 

difficult for a preacher, due to its com- 

plex theology of one God in three per- 

sons as a tenet of faith. Though this 

mystery is difficult to comprehend, and 

requires an act of faith to believe it, we 
should be thankful that we live in an 

age where we have concrete doctrine 

(or teaching) on the Trinity. 

There was a time in our 

Church history when many theologians 

argued over what we should or should 

not believe—whether or not Jesus and 

the Holy Spirit were divine, whether or 

not the Holy Spirit could be included 

in the Trinity .. . and so on. It sounds 

exhausting! I’m just grateful that now, 

rather than having to formulate a teach- 

ing, we have the privilege of trying to 

understand one that has been revealed 

to us by God and developed by many 

holy people over many years. 

This weekend, our Archbish- 

op, Allen Vigneron adds his insights 

into the doctrine of the Trinity — and 

he even manages to connect the topic 

to his Family of Parishes program! 

Logon to his homily that he prepared 

for today at https://www.youtube.com/ 

watch?v=p9nC_ GaRwis 

FI FIA 

The process of incorporating 

St. Ambrose Parish has begun. Even- 

tually every parish in our Archdiocese 

will be its own Michigan nonprofit cor- 

poration. This has been in the works 

stretching back to Cardinal Maida’s 
administration, but for many reasons 

never got fully implemented. 

As it stands, some of our Arch- 

diocesan parishes are already incor- 

porated, and others are not. I pushed 

to get St. Ambrose on the list for this 

next round of changeovers before we 

begin the Family of Parishes, not only 

because it aligns the civil law struc- 

ture with the ecclesiastical or church 

structures, but also because there is a 

measure of protection for St. Ambrose 

in its own financial iteration. Fashion- 

ing us as a nonprofit parish corporation 

is the simplest and most effective way 

of ensuring that the rights of this par- 

ish regarding church property will be 

respected, not only in church law, but 

in civil law. 

There is a complex history in 

the American Catholic Church where- 

by we created a system by which the 

local [Arch] bishop was a “corporation 

sole.” The short explanation was that in 

the 1800s there were many skirmishes 

between lay trustees of parishes and 

their the local bishops. The struggle 

between Detroit’s Polish Catholics and 
Bishops John Foley and Michael Gal- 

lagher was one of the most notorious. 

The First Provincial Council 

of Baltimore (the one that gave us the 

durable Baltimore Catechism) in 1829 

ordered: “Since lay trustees have too 

often abused the power given them by 

the civil law, to the great detriment of 

religion, we greatly desire that in the 

future no church shall be built or con- 

secrated unless it shall have been as- 

signed, by written instrument to the 

bishop in whose diocese it is to be built, 

wherever this can be done.” 

This policy, in a general way, 

governed the tenure of Catholic church 

property in the United States for the en- 

suing generation, and by 1855 Catholic 

churches in the United States (except 

those held by religious orders) were al- 

most wholly in the name of the bishops. 

But in the meanwhile, 1t became appar- 

ent that the holding of church property 

in the name of the bishop, under the 

rules of canon law, was fraught with 

some dangers and inconveniences. 

Since 1911, the Vatican has re- 

quested that dioceses pursue parish in- 

corporation, and many parishes in the 

United States have long been incorpo- 

rated — most recently all the Catholic 
parishes in the Dioceses of Lansing, 

Saginaw, Grand Rapids and Gaylord. 

We started this process under Cardinal 

Maida, but it got derailed in the midst 

of litigation and a challenge from the 

State Attorney General. With this be- 

hind us, we resume the process with the 

support and approval of our Archdioce- 

san College of Consultors, the Finance 

Council of the diocese, and our Arch- 

diocesan attorneys at Bodman/Longley 

who are overseeing the process. 

Archdiocesan oversight is ex- 

ercised in this configuration with their 

representation on our corporate board. 

So, we are still connected with the 

larger Church and our bishop not only 

in matters of faith, but also in finance. 

While skewed toward downtown, I be- 

lieve this to be a giant step in position- 

ing parishes toward what is our more 

authentic standing in Canon Law. 

You may remember the debate 

I had with our Archdiocese regarding 

St. Martin of Tours Parish. Upon its 

closure, that property was assumed to 

be an asset of the Archbishop under the 

‘corporate sole’ understanding. I chal- 

lenged that under code #121 of Canon 

Law, and with the help of a consortium 

of Boston parishes who were address- 

ing the same issue, it was finally con- 

ceded that the assets of a parish — open 

or closed — belonged to its parishioners. 

Today, whenever a parish closes any- 

where in the US, that principal holds. 

(That’s one more reason as to why I am 

not a Monsignor. ) 

At present, this incorporation 

won't greatly alter our day-to-day op- 

erations. A more significant change in 

that regard will come with the Family 

of Parishes structure wherein a Mod- 

erator oversees multiple priests, and 

the Missionary team of the Family as- 

sumes most, if not all, of what once 

were pastoral responsibilities in terms 

of temporalities and operation of a par- 

ish. It is, however, a grace to know that 

in the Family of Parishes model, the F1- 

nance Council of each parish remains 

intact and can’t be dissolved into the 

Family. That too is in Canon Law. 

If everything goes on sched- 

ule, our parish should be independantly 
incorporated as a Michigan nonprofit 

by the end of this fiscal year — June 30". 

TRP
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Dispensation Expired 
While the general dispensation 

that relieved all Catholics in the Arch- 

diocese from their moral obligation to 

attend Mass on Sundays and holy days 
has expired, our Archbishop Vigneron 

said he will continue to grant “particu- 

lar dispensations” to those in need, in- 

cluding those who are at high risk of 

Covid-19. 

Others who may continue to be 

excused from their Sunday obligation 

include: 

e Those who are ill or whose health 

would be significantly compro- 

mised were they to contract a com- 

municable illness; 

e Those who care for the sick, home- 

bound or infirmed or someone in a 

high-risk category; 

e Pregnant women; 

e Those age 65 or older; 

e Those who cannot attend Mass 

for other reasons (such as a lack 

of transportation or being turned 

away because of capacity limits); 

and 

e Those who have “significant fear 

or anxiety of becoming ill by being 

at Mass.” 

Anyone who exhibits flu-like 

symptoms or believes they might be 

asymptomatically carrying COVID-19 

or another communicable illness also 

are asked not to attend Mass “as an act 

of justice and charity” toward others, 

Archbishop Vigneron states. 

“In allowing the general dis- 

pensation to expire, we welcome back 

to Mass all Catholics who have already 

been engaged in other activities that 
would present a similar or greater risk 

of exposure, such as eating out at res- 

taurants, traveling, partaking in non- 

essential shopping, and widening one’s 

circle of contacts,” the Archbishop 

wrote. “These individuals should also 
prepare to return to Mass in recogni- 

tion of its preeminence in our lives as 

Catholics.” 

Masses will still be offered 

online and serve as “a means to help 

Catholics nourish their souls” when 

they could not be present for Mass. 

The Buzz 
This past Monday returned us to Ordinary Time in the Church’s liturgical 

calendar for the first time since Paczki Day (also known in some places as Mardi 

Gras), back on February 16". However, last Sunday’s great and solemn celebration 

of Pentecost began a three-week stretch of Sundays that have special names. Today 

is known as the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, and next weekend we celebrate 

the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ (popularly known for a long time 

as Corpus Christi). These three Sundays really invite us to reexamine our vision of, 

our relationship with, and our response to the living God in our lives. Extraordinary 

stuff for ordinary time! 

I sometimes have called Trinity Sunday, “Mirror Sunday.” I remember 

teasing a (still currently teaching) theology professor about how he could possi- 

bly spend a whole semester on such an esoteric course as the Blessed Trinity. He 

always took the bait and would regale me at great length about its content-points 

and importance and how it was the basis of .. . everything! After he would get to a 

mild level of exasperation with me, I would smile and he would realize he had been 

had — that I was pretty much in sync with him all along. 

But for most of us (unless you think you can help heal the fi/iogue issue 

involved in the Photian Schism of the 800s and Catholic-Orthodox break of 1054) 

the mystery of the Holy Trinity isn’t about shamrocks or fine points of theology. To 

be much more real to us in 2021, I like to think our celebration today of this truth 

is best done with a “mirror”... and with the Bible verse, Genesis 1:27. Read the 

latter; look into the former. What do you see? Do you understand the Trinity bet- 

ter now? If not, try again and keep praying. Use philosophy and theology only as 

they help you see more in the mirror; this is much more important than dogmatic 

formulas. If you need any help with this exercise, give me a call. 

Then, next Sunday is what I like to call “You Are What You Eat Sunday”, 

better known as Corpus Christi. In communion (common union) with the Body and 

Blood of the living Christ we have a chance to join St. Paul in saying, “ I no longer 

live I, but Christ lives in me.” So what? So. .. everything! 

These three Sundays are gifts of honor as well as challenges for fully ac- 

tive members of the Catholic Communion. Let’s appreciate, enjoy and recommit 

ourselves to mutual support in this most wonderful way of life called the Faith. 

I can’t let this opportunity go by without backtracking a moment to last 

weekend and offering special thanks to the great “lectors” who helped us experi- 
ence some of the linguistic diversity in the Body of Christ during the first reading 

(from Acts of the Apostles 2: 1-11) at our Pentecost masses. At 4:00, our prima- 

ry lector in English was Leslie Leitch, then Elizabeth Puleo-Tague proclaimed 

verses in Italian, John Clark in German, Shelly Grech in Mandarin, and Rory 

Bolger in Portuguese. At 8:30, our primary was Bob Gatzke, then we were graced 

by Bryan Wolf in German, Dawn Lesperance in Spanish, Rachel O’Byrne in 

French, and Kathy Fulgenzi in Italian. Finally, at 11:15, our English voice was 

that of Michele Hodges; then we heard Anna Balow in Italian, Colette Gilewicz 

in French, and Blanchy Kaminski in Spanish. At each of these times I added my 

version of Church-Latin, at which times I was thoroughly grateful that Fr. Don 

Walker was not still in the neighborhood to suffer the embarrassment of having 

been my seminary high school Latin teacher. However, no matter how well any of 

us did with our reading techniques, the Holy Spirit still spoke to everyone in a very 

special way through, with, and in these lectors. Hope your Catholic ears and heart 

were enriched by this annual special experience at St. Ambrose.
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New Program Focuses on Moms 
Dominican Literacy Center Student Navigator, Kristina Matthews heads 

their new program “Empowering Women — The Future is Now.” The group began 

meeting in March through a grant provided by Young Women’s Home Association. 

The program focuses on boosting the computer and technology skills of mothers 

of school-aged children as well as grandmothers raising their grandchildren. 

The Literacy Center wants to empower mothers to navigate the new and 

changing landscape of K-12 Education while pursuing their GED. They seek to 

address the digital divide and educational achievement gap that resides in commu- 

nities of color and low income. Inherent in the program is determining the needs 

of participants, creating a support group that will help participants stay on course, 

practice community organizing and public speaking, increasing retention and in- 

volvement in children’s education. But, mostly, this group is a way to support each 

other during the stressful times. 

Already, the Literacy Center has joined the Detroit Symphony Orches- 

tra Matching Music + Poetry. And the Center participates in a Financial Literacy 

workshop given by volunteer tutor, Lynne Owens. Participants have learned how 

to navigate Zoom better and will be making their own presentations soon. The 

group is small right now, but is growing. The plan is to invite women from sister 

literacy centers for future programs that they host. 

Here are a few words from Kristina Matthews about the program: “The 

empowering women group is one of my highlights of the week. The purpose of 

this class is to work with women and children. To examine barriers and how to 

overcome and recognize them. Using skills that are learned in the class will help 

with work, home, and day-to-day activities.” 

“It is good to hear other women’s stories. Each week I leave with a nugget 

of wisdom that I can implement in my daily activities. Although I am presenting 

the class, we all learn from one another. The curriculum is from Life Skills Sup- 

port Group. I have learned that life lessons are just as good as a curriculum. The 

skills that we are leaning in class can be applied to just about anything. We meet 

once a week for about two hours. The class is six weeks long and if anyone is 

interested, please give us a call at the Center.” 

The Center is located on the campus of Samaratan Hospital at 5555 Con- 

ner, in Detroit, north of Mack Avenue. For more information, call (313) 267-1000 

or email kmatthews@dlcliteracy. org 

The Buzz, continued 
  

Finally, if you were present at the 4:00 Pentecost mass — or saw the on- 

line re-presentation of it — you probably know of the extraordinary circumstances 

we experienced before and during this liturgy. It began with power going off to 

the church, rectory, and a portion of the neighborhood a little after 2:00 p.m. We 

scrambled to get lanterns for Dr. Norah Duncan and the Ann Arbor Brassworks 

to gather around the acoustic baby grand on the main floor. Dramatically, the elec- 

tricity and the lights returned as we sang the “Gloria” — still early in the mass. 

But also more importantly, in still extraordinary fashion, the Holy Spirit 

came to be with us in the conferral of the Sacrament of Confirmation through Fr. 

Pelc upon Claire Elizabeth Ottinger. During these special weeks of the Church 

Year, please pray for this newest, fully-initiated member. And look again in the 

mirror; see yourself; see her; and see the Holy Trinity alive today. 

Chuck Dropiewski 

  

  
Marcellina’s 
Book Club 
  

  

On Being a Christian 
reexamines what it means to 

AING A by) be a Christian today: the role 
Ng of Christian ethics in a social 

and political context, the rela- 
tionship between Christians 
and Jews, the organization 

   

  of a community of believers, 
and practical suggestions for dealing with 
personal crises of faith. The late Hans 
Kung defines his audience as those: who 
do not believe, but nevertheless seriously 
inquire; who did believe, but are not satis- 
fied with their unbelief; who do believe, 
but feel insecure in their faith; who are at a 
loss, between belief and unbelief; who are 
skeptical, both about their convictions and 
about their doubts; who are Christians and 
atheists, Gnostics and agnostics, pietists 
and positivists, lukewarm and zealous 
Catholics, Protestants, and Orthodox. 

On Being a Christian has become a 
small “Summa? of the Christian faith. 

  

  
The Beehive 

is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
St. Ambrose Catholic Community 

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 
Minister of Music: Dr. Norah Duncan IV 

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor 

Secretary: Mary Urbanski 

Sacramental Celebrations 

Masses: On the Lord’s Day - 

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 & 11:15 a.m. 

Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 

infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 

office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

proposed date to make arrangements. 

Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 

after the deceased's passing. 

Directory 
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 

Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 

Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net   
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Liturgy Schedule 
Monday, May 31 

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Tuesday, June 1 

St. Justin, Martyr 
8:30 a.m. — Mass — Herman Wang 
Wednesday, June 2 

Sts. Marcellinus and Peter, Martyrs 
Thursday, June 3 

St. Charles Lwanga 
and Companions, Martyrs 
7:00 p.m. — Mass - Joan Sossi 
Friday, June 4 

First Friday 
12:00 p.m. — Walter & Joann Wilczynski 
Saturday, June 5 

St. Boniface, Bishop and Martyr 
1:30 p.m. — Wedding — Sarah Garvey & 

Michael Blaszkiewicz 
4:00 p.m. — For All People 
Sunday, June 6 

The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 
8:30 — Mass — For All People 
11:15 — Mass — For All People 

  

Scriptures for the 9" 
Week in Ordinary Time 
May 31 

Zep 3: 14-18a or Rom 12: 9-16 

(Ps) Is: 12: 2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 

Lk 1; 39-55 

June | 

Sir 35: 1-12 

Ps 50: 5-8, 14, 23 

Mk 10: 28-31 

June 2 

Sir 36: 1, 4-5a, 10-17 

Ps 79: 8-9, 11, 13 

Mk 10: 32-45 

June 3 

Sir 42: 15-25 

Ps 33: 2-9 

Mk 10: 46-52 

June 4 

Tb 11: 5-17 

Ps 146: 1b-2, 6c-10 

Mk 12: 35-37 

June 5 

Tb 12: 1, 5-15, 20 

(Ps) Tb 13: 2, 6efgh, 7-8 

Jn 10: 11-16 

June 6 

Ex 24: 3-8 

Ps 116: 12-13, 15-18 

Heb 9: 11-15 

Mk 14: 12-15, 22-26 

  

  

Most Holy Cody and Clood of Christ 
une 5". 6# 

Saturday Mass at 4:00 p.m. (Broadcast online on Sunday starting at 8:00 a.m.) 

Sunday Masses at 8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 

There is no limit on seating capacity — but distancing is still required. 

. Contact tracing and temperature taking are no longer required. Wearing face 

masks at St. Ambrose is still required for both the vaccinated and unvaccinated. 

To participate electronically, go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish where the 

Saturday liturgy will be available for viewing starting at 8 a.m. on Sunday. 

For specifics on the law of Sunday Obligation go to: 

aod.org/comehometohope-dispensation     

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum Of...........006. $10,100.00 

On Sunday, May 23, 2021 

in envelopes we received ........... $6,376.00 

in the loose collection .............06. $1,300.00 

in electronic donations ................ $4,124.29 

for a total Of vo. $11,800.29 

Over budget for the week............. $1,700.29 

Number of envelopes mailed ............... 709 

Number of envelopes used ............cee 61 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Bp. Thomas Gumbleton, Mae Christine 

Busque, Pat Blake, Karen Culver, 

Donald Miriani, Bonnie McKenna, 

Jeanne Noto, David Schumacker, 

Matthew Elias, George Bucec, Emilie 

Kasper, Darby O’Toole, Anna Noto 

Billings, Eileen O’Brien, Liz Linne, 

Donna Barnes, Alexandra Cullen, 

Charmaine Kaptur, Frank Gregory, Alex 

Billiu, Jerry Scopel, Jackie Walkowski1, 

Kristen Kingzett, Maria Simcina, 

Brian Tague, Sharif Hannan, Shirley 

Whelan, Anne Purvis, Chris Walsh, 

Jerry Gutowski, Kevin O’Connor, 

Giovanni Morreale, Albina Checki, 

Steve Daudlin, Judy  Sivanov, 

Matthew Brown and those suffering 

and hospitalized worldwide with 

COVID-19. 

  

  

  

  

Number of Famili@s .........ccccccecees 800 

Returns to date oo... ccc 73 

Average Gift in '20 .....ccee $596.00 

AoD Quota in '21 wee $93,007 

Property/Liability Insurance ... $52,000 

Adjusted parish target ......... $145.007 

Received as of 5/24/21......... $ 33,800 

« The CSA target number assigned by 
the Archdiocese is based on a complex 
formulia which is based in measure on 
a three year average of the offertory and 
Christmas collections. Since CSA Is 
exempt from the 7% diocesan tax, we try 
to ‘piggy-back’ our insurance premiums 
to this campaign. That happens only 
after the $93,007 target is reached.       

Traveling This Weekend? 
If your plans call for you to be 

away from home and St. Ambrose over 

a weekend this Summer and are unable 

to attend mass on Saturday or Sunday, 

consider attendance at our Thursday 

night 7:00 p.m. mass — or our Friday 

noon mass — before you set out on your 

trip. 

While technically this does not 

fufill your Sunday Obiligation, it’s bet- 

ter than missing Mass entirely. We’ll 

keep this schedule through Labor Day. 

“It would be easier for the 

world to survive without the sun than 

to do without Holy Mass.” ~ St. Padre 

Pio of Pietrelcina
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For the past forty-five years, a federal policy called 
the Hyde Amendment has prohibited federal funding for 

elective abortions. This and similar provisions have enjoyed 

wide, bipartisan support among lawmakers and the general 

public. In fact, the Hyde Amendment has been signed into 

law every year since 1976, regardless of whether Congress 

and the White House were controlled by Republicans or 

Democrats. Unfortunately, the status of these life-saving 

amendments are currently in jeopardy, as powerful elected 

officials have called for their elimination. It is critical that 

pro-lifers send a strong message to Congress: our taxpayer 

dollars should not pay for abortion. 

The Hyde Amendment and others are renewed 

annually in federal budget bills. For current negotiations, 

the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops have called on 

American Catholics to take widespread action in the 

first week of June, by signing a petition for members of 

Congress in support of the Hyde Amendment and simi- 

lar laws. Because of the incredibly high stakes and urgent 

need, the goal of public efforts is a massive quantity of sig- 

natures. Take a few minutes to sign the petition yourself 

at www.NoTaxpayerAbortion.com. 

In 2013, Michigan passed a grassroots-initiated, 

statewide policy that prevented taxpayer funding of abortion 

in any health plan offered on the statewide health care ex- 

change. That success would not have been possible without 

the support of Catholic parishes and people of faith who gath- 

ered signatures and spoke to the need for the policy. After 

its passage, Michigan Catholic Conference wrote, “Michigan 

will continue its strong record of protecting taxpayers from 

financing another person’s elective abortion... Abortion is not 

health care, and that fact cannot be overstated.”’ Now, Catho- 

lics in Michigan are being called upon once again to protect 

the dignity of the human person and prevent taxpayer fund- 

ing of abortion. 

For decades, Congress has protected your money 

from paying for abortion. Now, some powerful government 

officials are trying to change that. 
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Save a life. 

a 
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2.4 Million Babies Saved: 
The Hyde Amendment and related laws have kept 

your tax dollars from paying for elective abortion. Over 2.4 

million Americans are alive today because of the amendment. 

Bipartisan Legacy: 

Whether led by Democrats or Republicans, Congress 

and the White House have supported the amendment since it 

first became law in 1976. 

Broad Public Support: 

Many opinion surveys show a strong majority 

against tax dollars paying for abortion. This includes women 

and men across a range of income levels and racial diversity. 

It also includes people who are pro-life and those who are 

pro-choice. 

BILLIONS in Abortion Funding 

e Without the Hyde Amendment and related policies, bil- 

lions of taxpayer dollars could be used to pay for abor- 

tions in the U.S. and overseas. 

e Getting rid of the amendment would likely lead to many 

more lives lost through abortion [7]. 

e States’ health benefits would likely be held hostage. 

States would be forced to either include elective abor- 
tion in Medicaid or be kicked out of the federal Medicaid 

program. 

TAKE ACTION 

In 2013, Michigan voters passed a policy that pre- 

vents taxpayer funded abortions in any health plan offered 

on the statewide health exchange. At that time the Michigan 

Catholic Conference wrote: “Abortion is not health care, and 

that fact cannot be overstated.” Now Catholics in Michigan 

are being called upon once again to protect the dignity of 

the human person and prevent taxpayer funding of abortion. 

Visit the social media pages of Michigan Catholic Con- 

ference, which can be found through www.micatholic. 

org, during this first week of June to find shareable con- 

tent. And take a few minutes to sign the petition yourself 

at www.NoTaxpayerA bortion.com. 

Paul A. Long 

President and CEO of the Michigan Catholic Conference
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Contact Rick Soper to place an ad today! 
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ADT-Monitored Home Security 
Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust 
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ALL TYPES OF PLUMBING REPAIRS : 

Licensed Master Plumber 

586.775.2441 
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