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BEEHIVE 

A Archbishop Vigneron’s Pastoral Note on Communicating Trutheand Love in the Digital Age 

lhe beauty of Truin 
The world today is flooded with words, yet we thirst for truth. 

  

From print publications, television, and radio, and especially from digital media, we see and hear a constant stream 

of messages pouring forth day and night, in virtually every place and situation of our lives. Words we see or hear have some 

consequence — psychological, emotional, or spiritual. That 1s the way God has made us. 

It is a great sorrow that at a time when the quantity of words being expressed is at an all-time high, the consequences 

of ill-used words harm the cause of truth and the good of the human soul. As our society continues to make use of news and 

social media resources, it is not uncommon for people to become frustrated, confused, and discouraged. Sometimes, we even 

struggle with anger, bewilderment, and despair. 

The uncivil nature of our civil discourse is one rotten fruit of this problem. People too often turn against each other 

in hatred, rather than merely disagreeing with one another. What could be a constructive conversation or charitable debate 

often devolves into declarations of “us” versus “them.” Bitter antagonism has taken root, even among Catholics, despite the 

truth that we are sacramentally united as members of the Body of Christ and are called to abide in God’s own charity. 

In this pastoral note, I would like to offer the Church’s wisdom about what it means to speak the truth in love (cf. 

Ephesians 4:15), to seek and receive the truth, and to live in loving communion with him who is “the way, and the truth, and 

the life” (John 14:6) by means of virtuous communication. Words matter. The consequences of words — in our individual 

lives, in society, and in the Church — matter. The truths words express, and the deceptions words perpetrate matter. 

The Word became flesh 

God reveals himself to us in words. Especially in and through the words of Sacred Scripture, God reveals himself to 

us and helps us to know his love and to love him in return. The Church’s understanding of God’s self-revelation in Scripture 

comes to us in the words of our Tradition, most especially in the creeds we profess at Holy Mass and in the dogmatic teach- 

ings of our popes and ecumenical councils. 

The words of Scripture and Tradition bear witness to the Word of God himself, the beloved Son of the Father. The 

Gospel of John begins, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” The Prologue 

of John’s Gospel further reveals that the Word of God has become Emmanuel, God-with-us: “And the Word became flesh 

and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth” (John 

1:14). 

“The Word became flesh.” God’s Word is a spoken word. The Word became flesh precisely to make the Father’s love 

known to us, his children. Similarly, the truths of the Catholic Faith are “enfleshed” in human words. There are many ways 

we speak of God’s words of revelation. The Psalmist describes the law of the Lord as “more desirable than gold, than a hoard 
of purest gold,” and as “sweeter also than honey or drippings from the comb” (Psalm 19:11). He further calls the Lord’s word 

“a lamp for my feet, a light for my path” (Psalm 119:105). 

In the aftermath of the Bread of Life Discourse, when many had turned away from Jesus because of the difficulty of 

his teaching on the Holy Eucharist, Jesus asked whether the apostles also wished to leave. St. Peter testified in reply, “Master, 

to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life” (John 6:68). Saint Paul teaches that every word of Scripture “is 

Continued on page 2...
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The Beauly of TNUEN .... continued from pages 

inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for refutation, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that one who 
belongs to God may be competent, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

Jesus himself said during his trial before Pontius Pilate that to speak words of truth was essential to the purpose of 

his life and ministry. “For this I was born and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 

the truth listens to my voice” (John 18:37). Christ, who is the truth, came among us on a mission of testifying to the truth. 

Our call is to belong to him and listen to his voice. 

Discerning minds and hearts 
Unfortunately, hearing the voice of Jesus has become increasingly difficult amid a cacophony of other voices clam- 

oring for our attention at all times. Seeking the truth is more challenging in a world awash in deceptions of all kinds. Never 

have the words of St. Paul been more urgent: “Test everything; retain what is good. Refrain from every kind of evil” (1 Thes- 

salonians 5:21-22). Especially in our use of digital media, we who are disciples of Jesus must approach what we see, hear, 

and read with discerning minds and hearts. There are innumerable media outlets, including many claiming to be Catholic, 

that threaten to steer us away from Christ and his Church if we accept their messages indiscriminately. 

What are some of the warning signs of this problematic use of media and communication? Of the many we 

could name, I will offer five we see particularly often in social media, news outlets, blogs, and other discussion groups. 

LT Any proposition out of harmony with the teachings of Christ and his Churd. A simple way to test 

the claims of those who present questionable teachings is to consult the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which Pope St. 

John Paul II described as a “sure norm” for teaching the Catholic Faith. The truths of the Faith are not subject to revision. 

These truths draw us into closer union with God, whereas falsehood leads us away from him. 

2. linsubstantiated claims or allegations. in some corners of the media and among individual discussions, 
we have seen allegations of all kinds, even extremely grave accusations, leveled against people without the benefit of sup- 

porting evidence. Any person who makes a serious allegation has a correspondingly serious obligation to offer compelling 

evidence of his claim. Yet this responsibility is often ignored — by those making these claims in an effort to attract an audi- 

ence or demonize one’s ideological opponents, and by those consuming these media without a discerning and unbiased eye. 

3. Ihe manipulation of facts to deceive or harm. Facts can be true in themselves and yet misleading when 
arranged and presented in a certain way. In video presentations, for example, the deft use of music and images can steer 

the emotional response of viewers, making them more or less sympathetic than they would have been if the facts had been 

presented on their own. Presenting information with inflammatory language or within prefabricated narrative contexts (e.g., 

alleged conspiracies or patterns of corruption) can also have a tremendous influence on the way that information is received. 

Video artistry and narrative context are valuable journalistic tools when used properly, but when abused they can contribute 

to significant deceptions and often significantly harm the reputation of individuals and groups. Pope Francis wrote in his 
Message for World Communications Day, 2018: An impeccable argument can indeed rest on undeniable facts, but if it is 

used to hurt another and to discredit that person in the eyes of others, however correct it may appear, it is not truthful. We 

can recognize the truth of statements from their fruits: whether they provoke quarrels, foment division, encourage resigna- 

tion, or, on the other hand, they promote informed and mature reflection leading to constructive dialogue and fruitful results. 

4 Ad hominem AUNACRS. catholics are no strangers to vigorous debate and fraternal correction. Unleash- 
ing the Gospel often requires that we challenge problematic ideas and call sinners to repentance and conversion. Yet neither 

evangelization nor any other cause requires or excuses gratuitous personal attacks — name calling, slurs, stereotyping, guilt- 

by-association, unfounded assumptions or conclusions. Charity must always animate our public communication. There is 

such a thing as “tough love,” but there can be no viciousness in true Christian charity. Remaining in Christ’s word, remaining 

in the truth, and remaining in his love are intimately united. We must remain with Christ ourselves and seek those communi- 

cations that are both thoroughly true and charitable. 

3d. Ihe spirit of diViSiOn. God’s Holy Spirit unites. Satan divides. Christ’s Word of Truth will at times ex- 
pose divisions that already exist within the human heart and between people (cf. Matthew 10:34-36), but the division itself 

is the rotten fruit of sin and the work of the Evil One. Zeal for a good cause neither requires nor excuses purposefully sow- 

ing seeds of division, especially division from and within the Mystical Body of Christ, the Church. It helps to remember that 

strength and gentleness are not antithetical. Christ himself was both strong and gentle in proclaiming the Kingdom of God 

and people’s need to repent and believe in the Gospel (Mark 1:15). Saint John Henry Newman once described the evan- 

gelization of St. Philip Neri in sixteenth century Rome in terms that help us understand virtuous communication today. He 
Continued on page 7
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Au 
hings 
onsidered 
In the 1933 movie “Duck Soup”the following ex- 

change occurred between the actress Margaret Dumont play- 
ing Mrs. Gloria Teasdale and Chico Marx. 

Teasdale: Your Excellency, I thought you left. 

Chicolini: Oh no. I no leave. 

Teasdale: But I saw you with my own eyes. 

Chicolini: Well, who ya gonna believe, me or your 

own eyes? 

Chico’s humorous interrogative evolved over time, 

and the adjective “lying” was appended to “eyes.” 

What started as a joke about how one could possi- 

bley deny what was demonstrably obvious morphed into an 

acceptable political position. Remember President Trump’s 

press secretary Sean Spicer, insisting that we believe that the 
former president had the largest inauguration ceremony in 

history despite undeniable evidence to the contrary. 

Trump senior advisor Kellyanne Conway told Chuck 

Todd on Sunday’s Meet the Press that Spicer was not telling 

a falsehood when he insisted that Trump’s crowd was larger. 

He was simply giving “alternative facts”. 

That exchange seems “grade-school” compared to 

the BIG LIE being perpetrated about a stolen election. 

The origin of the idea of an “alternative fact” goes 

back to George Orwell’s novel 1984, which portrays a to- 

talitarian state that limited freedom of thought by creating its 

own language called “Newspeak.” The political purpose of 
of Newspeak was to reduce the English language to simple 

concepts that reinforced the totalitarian dominance of the 

State. Falsehoods lose their negative connotation and be- 

come facts—albeit alternative facts. 

According to Oxford Dictionaries, “Newspeak” in 

Orwell’s novel is “designed and controlled by the state in or- 

der to suppress free thought, individualism, and happiness.” 

The new language shapes peoples’ minds to what the State 

wants them to think, feel and even see. 

What we’ve seen is a steady erosion of truth over the 

past five/six years. It reaches a point when we are numbed 

into believing that objective truth is false! And there are an 

abundance of weak minded individuals who are perfectly 

content to create their own truths, and a lot of authoritarian 

and media types that are willing to assist them in doing so. 

So there could not be a better time for our Arch- 

bishop to pen a letter to us reminding about the “Beauty of 

Truth.” His writing is not from a political, but a theological 

background. But nevertheless, one influences the other. 

We are in an awfully muddy moment in our cultural 

and moral history. Where this erosion of truth will end is dif- 

ficult to say. Our Archbishop recommends we start by reaf- 

firming the basics. That may be easier in the religious arena 

than it will be in the political. “Beauty of Truth” is a good 

first step and deserves a read. 

FI HEA DI 

By now you know that our Parish campus took a 

massive hit from the flood of June 26". Initial assessments 

of the damage were conservative. Suffice it to say, we are 

into millions of dollars. Our insurance adjustor indicated 

that St. Ambrose was certainly in the top ten of Archdioc- 

esan properties hit — perhaps even the worst. I should have 

more details in next week’s column. Please know that wor- 

ship continues uninterrupted here. But reaching our offices 

and planning for the ARK is another matter. 
TRP 

  

MotonCity Makeover 
Reads Ded 

While we’veybeen’ in quarantine, the city 

around us has been moving ahead. Join us for 
our first ROAD TRIP EDITION’ of-oureST. AM- 

BROSE MOTOR. GILY¥eMAKEOVER®seriés ‘on 

tee July. 24%. ates cS ol 

  

     oa all iatraop eron. Me 
the pulse of the metro : area, will be our tour gern ‘ 

Bore of the’ sites we'll visit. are the Kercheval 
ae er 

ts in We st Village past the new con- 
struction of the Solanus Casey Center on route 
to a pre-opening walk through at the Piet Oudolf 
garden on Belle Isle — an_artistic and ecological 
masterpiece! 

This three-hour tour includes a stop at | 

Midtown where you can get lunch, go to the baker, 
brewery or shop. Our Motor City Makeover/Road 
Trip will begin in the St. Ambrose parking lot at 
9:30 a.m. where you will leave your vehicle and 
board a deluxe motor coach — taking all the stress 
off of you having to negotiate traffic. The plan is 
to be back at St. Ambrose by 2:00 p.m. or so. The 
price per seat is $24 (not including food) and only 

14 seats remain. Make your reservations online 

at stambrosechurch.net. Come and see the way 
our town has been opening up while we were in 
lockdown 
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Top Reasons to 
Become a Catechist 
1. You will grow in your own faith, 

learn the teachings of the Church, 

and deepen your relationship with 

Jesus. 

2. Your Baptism calls you to share in 

Jesus’ ministry. 

3. Children, teens, and adults in today’s 

world, more than ever, need to hear 

the Good News of Jesus. 

4. Children, teens, and adults in 

today’s world, more than ever, need 

to encounter good role models of 
faith. 

5. You have much to share with 

those you'll teach, and you'll have 

opportunities to share faith with 

other catechists. 

6. Today’s catechetical textbooks/ 

resources offer outstanding support. 

7. Yow ll be challenged, you’ll have 

fun, and you’ll make new friends. 

8. Youll be helping people deepen 

their relationship with Jesus. You'll 

be evangelizing! 

9. You'll be handing on a 2000-year- 

old tradition that changes lives. 

10.It’s our job: Jesus sent us to “go and 

teach all nations.” 

A number of  catechists 

are needed based on last year’s 

number of students. Typically, our 

religious education program serves 

approximately 300 children in 18 

classrooms. We are always blessed to 

have a cadre of catechists who return 

year after year — and just as blessed to 

have new people step up to the plate 

(after hearing God’s whispers). 

We hope not only to have a 

teacher in every home room class __, 

but teachers in reserve. In addition, we 

will need classroom aides who may 

be adults or teens. It 1s good for our 

children to see that catechists comprise 

folks from all ages and all walks of 

life. Please prayerfully consider joining 

our team of catechists, aides and office 

volunteers who bring the Good News 

to our parish children. 

To give your talents as a 

catechist, please contact me at reled. 

stambrose@comcast.net. 

Kelly Woolums 

The Buzz 
By the end of this week, we'll be half way through July; August will then 

be just two weeks away! There has to be a vacation in there somewhere. 

But then again, as they used to tell us in the seminary — "Boys, there is no 

vacation from a vocation." (I misheard it back then as "There is no vocation like 

a vacation,” but God has corrected my hearing over the years!) This weekend's 

Scripture readings, however, are not just addressed to clergy and religious. We all 

are blessed and chosen (Ephesians) to be prophets to our world (Amos was not a 

religious professional) of the Good News of the power of communal faith to heal 
and overcome evil (Gospel mission of the disciples). This is an all-season, non- 

stop mission for all the baptized who are in communion with Christ. 

tx ot & 

All that being said, next weekend there will be some balance for disciples 

on mission. The context in Mark (chapter 6) positions it just after the apostles had 

returned from their first powerful venture. They were reporting to Jesus all they 

had done and taught. Then Jesus says to them, "Come away by yourselves to a 

deserted place and rest a while." (v.31) 

Now I don't know about you, but to me this sounds fantastic! (Remember 

my version of vocation!) Maybe for you, your ideal vacation involves a lot of 

excitement, activities, and people. For others, it may mean doing as little as pos- 
sible — just gently flowing along on some of the lazy, hazy days of summer. In 

any case, what does your "perfect vacation" say about you, about your needs, your 

hopes, your wishes? Just realize that whatever best suits you, the Lord is with you 

in everything that is lastingly good. 

tx i & 

Not just summer, but is time in general flying by? Thirty-five years is 

a long period of time. For children, such a length of time is incomprehensible. 

A kid might just as easily guess that someone in their fourth decade was a hundred! 

(= an eternity). I remember sitting in class during grade school years thinking 

(read: daydreaming) that “x” number of years till graduation was an eon away. 

Then at the beginning of high school, senior graduation might as well have been 

another century in the future. 

College years seemed to go by more rapidly. And in adult life — especially 

when one’s work is very much controlled by deadlines — time really picks up 

speed. Thirty-five years, though, from any person’s perspective, 1s still a signifi- 

cant amount of time. 

This Friday, July 16", marks the thirty-fifth anniversary of Fr. Pelc’s ten- 

ure as pastor at St. Ambrose. That amount of time adds up to 48% of his life on 

earth, to almost 75% of his years as an ordained priest, and to a full ’ of the history 

of this parish. Now that’s a significant amount of time... both for him and for this 

community! 

Does all this feel like a long time ago to you, or does it feel like just yester- 

day? I suppose thirty-five years when compared to the 200 centuries of our Faith 

is not a lot. It is more when you see it in relation to the 105-year history of our 

parish. 

No matter how you look at it, long or not-so-long, the past thirty-five 

years at St. Ambrose (as well as in our world) have been significant. And through 

all those years — the ups, downs and in-betweens — Rev. Timothy R. Pelc has 

been the spiritual father of this community. This week warrants some significant 

(maybe at least 35, or maybe that many minutes of) prayers for him from all of us 

who are the beneficiaries of his life spent in this place and time. 

Chuck Dropiewski
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= Not many parishes enjoy waterways like St. Ambrose. Join us for a guided 
2-hour Kayak Canal tour this August! 

New for 2021 is the choice of 2 different waterway experiences 

Choose either the classic River and Canal tour which takes you out to the 
Detroit River, around Grayhaven Island, past the Fisher Mansion and by the 

waterfront residences of Jefferson Chalmers. 

Or for those looking for a more relaxed tour, skip the busy river and enjoy 

the rich history of the city from the canals only! 

August 14th - Detroit River/Canal Tour or 
August 21st - Canal Only Tour 

This private tour is professionally conducted by Detroit River Sports and is 
great for beginners and experienced kayakers alike! 

Kayak and safety equipment provided. 

stambrose@comcast.net or 313-822-2814   

  

  

Marcellina’s 
Book Club       

  

On Being a Christian 
reexamines what it means to 
be a Christian today: the role 
of Christian ethics in a social 
and political context, the rela- 
tionship between Christians 
and Jews, the organization 

  

  

  

  

    

Faith Formation Station continued 

  

Teen Summer Mass Series 
Inviting all teens to join us for monthly themed Masses followed by food, 

fun, and fellowship on the Blessed Sacrament Cathedral Plaza! You are encouraged 

to dress according to the theme... 

e July 18: Christmasin July ¢ August 29: Detroit Sports 

Bring along a donation of canned goods to benefit local food pantries. For 

more information or to RSVP, please email broses.christine@aod.org     
  

    

  

  

  

of a community of believers, 
and practical suggestions for dealing with 
personal crises of faith. The late Hans 
Kung defines his audience as those: who 
do not believe, but nevertheless seriously 
inquire; who did believe, but are not satis- 
fied with their unbelief; who do believe, 
but feel insecure in their faith; who are at a 
loss, between belief and unbelief; who are 
skeptical, both about their convictions and 
about their doubts; who are Christians and 
atheists, Gnostics and agnostics, pietists 
and positivists, lukewarm and zealous 
Catholics, Protestants, and Orthodox. 

On Being a Christian has become a 
small “Summa” of the Christian faith. 

  

The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
St. Ambrose Catholic Community 

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 

Minister of Music: Dr. Norah Duncan IV 

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor 

Secretary: Mary Urbanski 

Sacramental Celebrations 

Masses: On the Lord’s Day — 

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 & 11:15 a.m. 

Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 

infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 

office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

proposed date to make arrangements. 

Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 

after the deceased's passing. 

Directory 
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 

Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 

Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 

Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 

Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 

Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net     
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Liturgy Schedule 
Monday, July 12 

Weekday 15 week in Ordinary Time 

Tuesday, July 13 

Weekday 15 week in Ordinary Time 

8:30 a.m. — Mass — Jana Deron 

Wednesday, July 14 

St. Kateri Tekakwitha, virgin 

Thursday, July 15 

St. Bonaventure, bishop and doctor 

7:00 p.m. — Mass — Anne McCabe 

Friday, July 16 

Weekday 15 week in Ordinary Time 

12:00 — p.m. — Mass — Mitchell Urbanski 

Saturday, July 17 

Weekday 15 week in Ordinary Time 

4:00 p.m. — Mass — For All People 

Sunday, July 18 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30 — Mass — For All People 

11:15 — Mass — For All People 

  

Scriptures for the 15" 
Week in Ordinary Time 
July 12 

Ex 1: 8-14, 22 

Ps 124: 1-8 

Mt 10: 34-11:1 

July 13 

Ex 2: 1-15a 

Ps 69: 3, 14, 30-31, 33-34 

Mt 11: 20-24 

July 14 

Ex 3: 1-6, 9-12 

Ps 103: 1b-4, 6-7 

Mt 11: 25-27 

July 15 

Ex 3: 13-20 

Ps 105: 1, 5, 8-9, 24-27 

Mt 11: 28-30 

July 16 

Ex 11: 10-12: 14 

Ps 116: 12-13, 15, 16bc, 17-18 

Mt 12: 1-8 

July 17 

Ex 12: 37-42 

Ps 136: 1, 23-24 

Mt 12: 14-21 

July 18 

Jer 23: 1-6 

Ps 23: 1-6 

Eph 2: 13-18 

Mk 6: 30-34 

  

  

Sixteenth Sunday 
(july 7 

Saturday Mass at 4:00 p.m. (Broadcast online on Sunday starting at 8:00 a.m.) 

Sunday Masses at 8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 

in Ordinary © Lime 
ath _ 4 gt 

There is no limit on seating capacity — but distancing Is still required. 

. Contact tracing and temperature taking are no longer required. Wearing face 

masks at St. Ambrose is still required for both the vaccinated and unvaccinated. 

To participate electronically, go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish where the 

Saturday liturgy will be available for viewing starting at 8 a.m. on Sunday. 

For specifics on the law of Sunday Obligation go to: 

aod.org/comehometohope-dispensation 

  

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum Of............... $10,100.00 

On Sunday, July 4, 2021 

in envelopes we received........... $2,941.00 

in the loose collection ........0........ $1,710.00 

in electronic donations................ $5,456.67 

for a total Of ooo. cececeeeeeeeees $10,121.67 

Over budget for the week................. $21.67 

Number of envelopes mailed ............... 667 

Number of envelopes used ...............0..... 51 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Bp. Thomas Gumbleton, Mae Christine 

Busque, Pat Blake, Karen Culver, 

Donald Miriani, Bonnie McKenna, 

Jeanne Noto, David Schumacker, 

Matthew Elias, George  Bucec, 

Emilie Kasper, Darby O’Toole, Anna 

Noto Billings, Eileen O’Brien, Liz 

Linne, Donna Barnes, Alexandra 

Cullen, Charmaine Kaptur, Frank 

Gregory, Alex Billiu, Jerry Scopel, 

Jackie Walkowski, Kristen Kingzett, 

Maria Simcina, Brian Tague, Sharif 

Hannan, Shirley Whelan, Anne Purvis, 

Jerry Gutowski, Kevin O’Connor, 

Giovanni Morreale, Albina Check, 

Steve Daudlin, Judy Sivanov, Matthew 
Brown, Colette Gilewicz, Ann Kraemer 

and those suffering and hospitalized 

worldwide with COVID-19. 

  

  

  

  

Number of Families ........cccscessesesees 800 

Returns tO date oo... cece 112 

Average Gift in'20 wee $596.00 

AoD Quota in ‘21 voc $93,007 

Property/Liability Insurance ... $52,000 

Adjusted parish target ......... $145.007 

Received as of 7/6/21......... $ 64,383 

* The CSA target number assigned by 
the Archdiocese is based on a complex 
formula which is based in measure on a 
three- year average of the offertory and 
Christmas collections. Since CSA is 
exempt from the 7% diocesan tax, we try 
to ‘piggy-back’ our insurance premiums 
to this campaign. That happens only 
after the $93,007 target is reached.       

Traveling This Weekend? 
If your plans call for you to be 

away from home and St. Ambrose over 

a weekend this Summer and are unable 

to attend mass on Saturday or Sunday 

here, consider attendance at our Thurs- 

day night 7:00 p.m. mass — or our Fri- 

day noon mass — before you set out on 

the road. 

While technically this does not 

fufill your Sunday Obiligation, it’s bet- 

ter than missing Mass entirely. We’ll 

keep this schedule through Labor Day. 

“It would be easier for the 

world to survive without the sun than 

to do without Holy Mass.” ~ St. Padre 
Pio of Pietrelcina
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Ihe Beauty Of Trin .... continued prom page 2 

compares St. Philip’s evangelization with that of the harsher reform attempted a century earlier in Florence by the Dominican 

Girolamo Savonarola: 

It is not by the enthusiasm of the multitude, or by political violence—it is not by powerful declamation, or by rail- 

ing at authorities, that the foundations are laid of religious works. It is not by sudden popularity, or by strong resolves, and 

demonstrations, or by romantic incidents, or by immediate successes, that undertakings commence which are to last. I do not 

say, that to be roused, even for a moment, from the dream of sin, to repent and be absolved, even though a relapse follow it, 

is a Slight gain; or that the brilliant, but brief, triumphs of Savonarola are to be despised. He did good in his day, though his 

day was a short one. Still, after all, his history brings to mind that passage in sacred history, where the Almighty displayed 

His presence to Elias on Mount Horeb. “The Lord was not in the wind,” nor “in the earthquake,” nor “in the fire’; but after 

the fire came “the whisper of a gentle air.” 

Ihe beauty of truin 
Each of these “warning signs” points us toward the same basic fact: The internet is not just a jumble of wires and 

tubes. It is a network of people — real, not virtual beings — who seek hope and long for salvation and who should be able, 

even in the digital space, to encounter Christ and experience the beauty of truth. 

If we think of the internet in this way, we can successfully harness its power in our efforts to unleash the Gospel. 

Pope Benedict XVI pointed at our responsibility to evangelize “the digital continent” and to announce the Gospel to our 

contemporaries with enthusiasm. Just as St. Paul used the highly developed Roman road system and St. Maximilian Kolbe 

used the latest printing technologies to spread the Gospel in their times, so we recognize the advances in social media and 

information technology as God-given opportunities for spreading the Gospel in our time. 

By nature of our baptism, every member of the Church is an ambassador of Christ, and our conduct — both on and 

offline — often helps others form their views of the Catholic Faith. When people communicate with us, let them see not 

only good content but a tone that is respectful, charitable, joyful, peaceful, and hopeful. “Let no evil talk come out of your 

mouths, but only such as is good for edifying, as fits the occasion, that it may impart grace to those who hear” (Eph 4:29). 

Our goal is not to win arguments but to win souls. 

In all times, the deepest reality of the Christian life is communion with God and one another. The words “commu- 

nion” and “communication” have the same root: They both refer to the bonds that unite us as people and as members of the 

Body of Christ, and they both require a deep and abiding commitment to the truth and to love. 

Unsurprisingly, the teaching of the Catechism of the Catholic Church on social communications media is part of its 

larger teaching on the Eighth Commandment, “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor” (paragraphs 2464- 

2513). The Catechism teaches, “This moral prescription flows from the vocation of the holy people to bear witness to their 

God who is the truth and wills the truth. Offenses against the truth express by word or deed a refusal to commit oneself to 

moral uprightness: they are fundamental infidelities to God and, in this sense, they undermine the foundations of the cov- 

enant” (par 2464). 

We who are called to fidelity to the New Covenant in Christ Jesus must live as the “salt of the earth” and the “light of 

the world” (Matthew 5:13-14). Just as the light of Christ “shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 

1:5), so Christ’s light shining in and through us can scatter the darkness of lies, deceptions, hatred, and division. Our mission 

of unleashing the Gospel requires that we confront and reject those elements of our culture that threaten to draw people away 

from Christ and his Church. 

By remaining in Christ’s word in truth and love, we will not only abide in communion with him ourselves; we will 

also lead others to Jesus, who came precisely to save us from those who threaten to steal our life and joy in him: “A thief 

comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

GD igtee 
The Most Reverend Allen H. Vigneron 

Archbishop of Detroit
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