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 Last summer I had a conversation with a woman from 
our congregation who is a special education teacher and a be-
havioral specialist in a nearby school district. We talked about 
everything kid-related and Covid-related, as we prepared our 
kids for a return to 
in-person school af-
ter a year of virtual 
learning. I felt anx-
ious in more ways 
than one. Like many 
other parents and 
teachers, we noted 
a marked increase 
in anxiety and other 
heightened emo-
tions among our 
kids, too.
 This didn’t 
feel surprising. It 
felt like par for the 
course for being 
a human during a 
global pandemic. 
Spending your 
days with a persis-
tent sense of dread 
can fundamentally 
change a person. 
There were some 
dark, difficult days.
 One emo-
tion we noticed 
over and over in our 
kids was a kind of low-grade anger. I was reminded that anger 
doesn’t manifest itself in a singular way, because it is tied to 
other emotions like grief, loneliness, sadness, insecurity, and 
more. It isn’t just tantrums or outbursts or rage. What was es-
pecially instructive in my conversation with the woman from 
church was the reminder that behavior communicates. How a 
person behaves—especially if it’s a child who is only begin-
ning to learn the vocabulary for their emotions — can give us 
a glimpse of their inner world, if we pay attention.

 And so I find myself reading this all too familiar par-
able of the prodigal not only for its narrative details and plot 
devices but for the emotions that are present. This story is 
Jesus’ response to the grumbling words all around him: “This 

fellow welcomes 
sinners and eats with 
them.” What is the 
emotion here, I won-
der? Indignation? 
Jealousy?
 In Luke’s previous 
parables, so much 
is poured into the 
one sheep and the 
one coin. And the 
vast range of emo-
tion present in the 
loss and recupera-
tion—or repentance 
— is astounding. By 
contrast, this third 
parable in Luke’s 
series, set in the con-
text of a wealthy, 
privileged family, 
doesn’t mention re-
pentance. “It offers 
a different answer to 
the scribes and Phar-
isees,” writes New 
Testament scholar 
Matt Skinner, “for 
the three parables 

do not simply repeat the same point.” This story gives us a 
view of the wide complexity of human relationships, as well 
as insight into the kind of love and welcome that drives Jesus’ 
ministry.
 Love is among the emotions showcased in the par-
able, but we are given a full range: grief, ambition, desola-
tion, hunger, compassion, joy. But it is verse 28 that makes me 
pause: “Then he became angry and refused to go in.” At this 

Sometimes Anger is a Window
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Anger is a Window
Continued from page 1

Mass on the  Mass on the  
Thursday evenings of Lent Thursday evenings of Lent 

at 7:00 preceded by at 7:00 preceded by 
private confessions private confessions 

at 6:00 p.m.at 6:00 p.m.

Mass on the Mass on the 
Fridays of Lent Fridays of Lent 

will be at noon.will be at noon.

Stations of the Cross available on Stations of the Cross available on 
the St. Ambrose Parish website, the St. Ambrose Parish website, 

stambrosechurch.net, and on stambrosechurch.net, and on 
the parish’s Facebook page: the parish’s Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/https://www.facebook.com/
stambroseparish. stambroseparish. 

The Stations may be accessedThe Stations may be accessed
 any time on Friday. any time on Friday.

Private confessions Private confessions 
on the Saturdays on the Saturdays 

of Lent are at 3:15 p.m.of Lent are at 3:15 p.m.
  

The Fridays of LentThe Fridays of Lent
are days of abstinenceare days of abstinence

 from meat. from meat.

Lent at St. AmbroseLent at St. Ambrosepoint the younger son has come home, and the festivities are 
at full throttle as the older son walks in from a backbreaking 
day in the fields, as he has for as long as he can remember. 
When he hears the news that the celebration is for his young-
er brother, something erupts in him.
 Many commentaries will explain that the older 
brother represents the established religious order and be-
comes a moral lesson for being wary of resentment, perhaps 
even indignation and jealousy—a subtle word directed at 
those grumblers around Jesus. But it’s also often said that this 
parable is not about just one lost son, but two. And although 
the anger expressed in this moment could easily be explained 
as the emotional tirade of a morally stunted person, I wonder 
if it points to something deeper.
 I imagine he is angry because he is tired. Low blood 
sugar, maybe? But the younger son is also the older son’s 
younger brother. What if he is exhausted from years of worry 
as he sought to help maintain the home? Beneath his anger 
is perhaps shock that his younger brother is alive and home, 
finally. What if he just needs a moment to process it? Still, 
perhaps there is real hurt — as he says, his father has not rec-
ognized or acknowledged him and his work all these years. 
What if all these years he worked in order to make up for the 
loss, to try to comfort his father, and to assuage his grief? 
 The older son is lost in his own way. Grief, sorrow, 
broken relationships, and estrangement — such things can 
cause one to become unmoored. The parable ends with the 
father’s words, so we don’t know if the older son eventu-
ally goes in, if he stays at the threshold, or if he leaves. We 
don’t know whether the anger overwhelms the possibility for 
reconciliation. We do know that the father is persistent in his 
welcome, to both sons, and that the joyous return of one son 
shapes his compassionate response to the other. It becomes 
an invitation to participate in that same welcome.
 I write this not long after South African Anglican 
archbishop Desmond Tutu’s death. I can’t imagine a better 
person to teach us about reconciliation than one who lived the 
struggle of trying to welcome back a whole country that was 
lost. He writes, in The Book of Forgiving: “A person is a per-
son through other persons. None of us comes into the world 
fully formed. We would not know how to think, or walk, or 
speak, or behave as human beings unless we learned it from 
other human beings. We need other human beings in order to 
be human. I am because other people are.”
 Not all anger is a moral failing. Sometimes it’s a 
window into what needs to be mended and healed, welcomed 
and loved.
 
 By Mihee Kim-Kort, a Presbyterian minister and au-
thor of Outside the Lines. Her blog is part of the Christian 
Century blogs network. @miheekimkort  

Urgent Need in Ukraine
Donate to Help Families Affected from Ukraine

There is great risk of additional suffering both within 
Ukraine and for those who are fleeing to neighboring 
countries for safety. CRS and our partners need im-

mediate support to meet both ongoing needs 
as the situation intensifies. 

Your prayers and support will make so much differ-
ence. Please give a vital gift today by visiting 
CRS.org or by using an envelope in church.
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All
ThingsConsidered

TRP

 Today we hear one of the most 
beloved stories in the Gospel of Luke, 
Jesus’ parable of the Prodigal Son. 
Reconciliation is a prominent theme. 
Seeing the younger son returning to 
him, the son who left the family and 
squandered his inheritance, the com-
passionate father runs to embrace him. 
Jesus offers us a vision of a loving God 
who is merciful and forgiving when 
we, through our own sinfulness, leave 
his presence, and then through repen-
tance, return to him. The remainder of 
the Lenten season offers us an opportu-
nity to reflect on God’s compassion and 
our need for reconciliation. If you have 
not done so already, consider celebrat-
ing the sacrament of reconciliation and 
experience God’s loving embrace and 
forgiveness.
  XXX
 Our neighboring priest in so-
lidum, Fr. Andrew Kowalczyk, at St. 
Clare Parish is a native of Poland.  He 
also is a member of a religious order 
called the Michaelite Fathers, head-
quartered outside of Krakow where the 
order began in 1921. Fr. Andrew and 
some members of his parish will be 
headed to support the refugee reloca-
tion process for those coming into Po-
land and transitioning at the Michaelite 
Sisters Monastery and Major Seminary 
in Przemysl, Poland near the Ukrainian 
border.
 As of this writing, more than 2 
million Ukrainian refugees have fled to 
Poland where they are receiving shel-
ter and assistance.  Fr. Andrew tells me 
that his group does not need any physi-
cal supplies. Transporting stuff just 
gets in the way and anything they need 
for their work can be purchased in Po-
land. So I assume that financial dona-
tions are acceptable. On a humanitar-
ian trip like this, the volunteers pay all 
their own expenses. The group is not 
accepting any more volunteers, with 

the possible exception of Ukrainian 
translators. If you would like to donate 
to the cause, financial contributions 
are being accepted through the 28th of 
this month. Cash or checks made pay-
able to St. Clare of Montefalco – with 
“Ukraine” in the memo line. 100% of 
this money will be used to purchase 
needed items for the refugees. Contact  
Fr. Andrew at andrewk@stclarem.org 
or call 313 421-6200.
 We’ll direct a special collec-
tion Fr. Andrew’s way. I understand 
that he already plans a return trip to 
assist refugees in Eastern Poland later 
this Spring. 
 Last weekend as part of our 
after-mass St. Patrick’s Day hospital-
ity, someone in our congregation pur-
chased one Irish Soda Bread muffin for 
a $1,000 donation to Catholic Relief 
Services in the Ukraine.  Another $612 
was also given by our parishioners who 
took home tasty treats.  
 This cross/cultural pop-up ef-
fort was the work of Dawn and Mike 
Lesperance who baked and sold 175 
muffins. Dawn felt that she had to re-
spond in a way that utilized her skills.  
I bet she never thought that a single one 
of her treats would turn into a grand in 
relief supplies.
  XXX
 Stations in the Street was an 
ecumenical project organized every 
Good Friday for dozens of years by 
ever-faithful parishioner, George Bush.  
This prayer experience took the suf-
ferings of Jesus into our neighborhood  
and showed how the sorrows of Christ 
are reflected in the sorrows of his peo-
ple.
 We took a pass at the Stations 
for two years due to Covid concerns.  
Now, George would like to pass on this 
project to newer legs.  We’re getting a 
late start on this, but if you would like 
to participate in Stations in the Street 
this Good Friday starting at 3:30 p.m., 
get word to us at our parish offices.
  XXX
 Last Saturday, some of our St. 
Ambrose religious education families 
participated in a service project at St. 
Paul on the Lake to help feed the hun-
gry. 

 The outreach project was 
packing Vitafood packages for Cross 
Catholic Outreach: a nonprofit whose 
mission is to mobilize the global Cath-
olic Church to transform the poor and 
their communities materially and spiri-
tually for the glory of Christ.  
 Vitafood is formulated meal 
packs designed to meet the needs of the 
malnourished. Parents, grandparents, 
and children helped package, weigh, 
and seal 4,500 pounds of food. They 
stuffed over 10,000 bags of rice, beans, 
soy, vegetables, and vitamin packets 
that individually feed a family of six.  
This shipment of packaged meal pallets 
is headed to Guatemala.  
 A lot of willing and able hands 
made all this possible. Thank you to 
the Borio, Jensen, VanMarcke and 
Woolums families for their participa-
tion and to Tricia Kesteloot at St. Paul 
for coordinating the event.  Check out 
pictures of the event on page 7 of to-
day’s bulletin, and in color on the St. 
Ambrose website.
  XXX
 Our St. Ambrose Infrastruc-
ture Committee, under the leadership 
of Rory Bolger, will meet this Tuesday 
in the church building – our rectory 
meeting rooms are still not finished.
 At that time, we hope to re-
view the engineering drawings of the 
existing water and sanitary systems 
that service our buildings.  As you are 
aware, we have two buildings in the 
City of Detroit and two in the City of 
Grosse Pointe Park.  We need to deter-
mine “what water” is going “where.” 
We also need to know if repairs/up-
grades to the system are needed. 
 We are reaching the point in 
the ARK restoration where we are just a 
couple of months out from re-installing  
surfaces like carpet, wall coverings and 
the featured wood wall.  I worry that 
we may be doing so without seeing any 
changes to the municipal systems that 
failed so catastrophically.  We can’t ex-
pend the capital if flooding is only go-
ing to happen again – and officials have 
been up-front in telling us that there is 
a good possibility of that happening. 
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Lenten  
Observances
• Lent is the liturgical season 
which runs from Ash Wednes-
day until the Mass of the Lord's 
Supper on Holy Thursday.

• Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 
are days of total fast and abstinence 
from meat.

• All the Fridays of Lent are days of 
Abstinence from meat. 

• The Law of Abstinence from meat 
binds persons from the completion of 
their 14th year — from the day after 
their 14th birthday, throughout life.

• The Law of Abstinence forbids 
the use of meat, but not eggs, milk 
or products or condiments made of 
animal fat. Permissible are soups 
flavored with meat, meat gravy and 
sauces.

• The Law of Fasting binds persons 
from the completion of their 18th 
year to the beginning of their 60th 
year, i.e., from the day after their 
59th birthday.

• The Law of Fasting allows only 
one full meal a day, but does not 
prohibit taking some food in the 
morning and evening, observing as 
far as quantity and quality are con-
cerned — approved local custom. 
The order of meals is optional; i.e. 
the full meal may be taken in the 
evening instead of at midday. Also: 
(1) the quantity of food taken at the 
two lighter meals should not exceed 
the quantity taken at the full meal. (2) 
the drinking of ordinary liquids does 
not break the fast.

• In keeping with the spirit and mean-
ing of the Lenten fast, Catholics are 
encouraged to observe the Good 
Friday fast through Holy Saturday 
and until after the celebration of the 
Easter Vigil.

The Buzz
 Laetare, rejoice!  We are more than halfway along in our lenten journey of 
conversion, of change, of renewing our faith relationship with the Body of Christ.   
How are your lenten prayer, fasting, and works of charity affecting your faith?  
How radically have you changed in 3½ weeks?  Any change at all?  Even if not, 
rejoice; there's still time.
 Today's readings from mass are an encouragement and a challenge to keep 
changing.  In Joshua, the Israelites have gone from a wandering desert existence, 
sustained by daily manna, to a people settled in the Promised Land, sustained by 
the fruits of their own labor.  In II Corinthians, Paul reminds us that through Bap-
tism into the life of the risen Christ, we have been changed and have become a new 
creation.  And in the Gospel, Jesus eats with sinners – an absolutely radical change 
in thinking about how God treats and interacts with us . . . further illustrated by the 
famous parable of the prodigal father.  
 True Faith radically changes people's lives.  Is this cause for rejoicing?  If 
you say NO, there is still more Lent to give it another try. For those of you who say 
YES, laetare, Christians!

  
 I just read a fascinating tidbit that today's famous Prodigal Son Parable, 
(Really, it's more about a prodigal father! When you see me, let's talk.) prior to the 
creation of the new and expanded lectionary in 1970, was never heard at a Sunday 
mass!  Incredible!  We take so many of the reforms of the Liturgy for granted.  Our 
three-year cycle of Sunday readings, along with the addition of an extra reading at 
each Sunday mass (there used to be only two), opens up so much more of the trea-
sures of God's Word for all of us.  I somewhat understand, but in no way agree with, 
those whose nostalgia would like to return to a "pre-Vatican II" service.  I don't find 
it a "poverty" that leads to greater holiness. 

  
 The Sacrament of Reconciliation is one of the best ways the Church has to 
help us clear roadblocks on the road to complete conversion.  There are two more 
scheduled opportunities to do this at St. Ambrose this week:  Thursday evening at 
6:00 – before the 7:00 p.m. mass, and then next Saturday afternoon at 3:00 – before 
the Parish 4:00 p.m. mass.  Don't wait till Holy Week to let this grace in and help 
make you all brand new.

  
 This past Friday, March 25th, the Feast of the Annunciation was a day des-
ignated by Pope Francis during which both Russia and Ukraine were to be conse-
crated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  To understand this, we have to go back to 
1917 – to Fatima, Portugal and the three children who had a religious experience 
with the Blessed Mother.  Look it up from some balanced sources.  Especially 
adults should explore it with a critical perception of the bigger world religious and 
political context of the times.  As they used to say for school essays – compare and 
contrast then and now.  What's the same; what's different?!

 Add to that a deeper adult understanding of what "consecrate" means.  
How do our feelings that have been so ingrained from past catechesis about the 
Institution Narrative of the Mass affect our appreciation of this call by the Holy 
Father?!  Nonetheless, the full prayer of consecration is available online for us 
to continue to use.  And in these horrific times, take to heart the invitation by the 
bishops of Portugal: "Through the intercession of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
Queen of Peace, let us continue to pray for the Ukrainian people, persecuted in their 
land and dispersed throughout the world.  That the Lord may heed our prayers and 
the efforts of people of good will, and grant them peace and a safe return to their 
homes."  Amen.

Chuck Dropiewski
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The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the
 St. Ambrose Catholic Community

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc
 Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums
Minister of Music: 

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor
Secretary: Mary Urbanski

Sacramental Celebrations
Masses: On the Lord’s Day –
    Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.
    Sunday - 8:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
office a minimum of six months in advance of the 
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

Stations
of the Cross
All are welcome on Fridays evenings during Lent, 
at St. Paul on the Lake.  Bring your family for:
• A simple supper, prepared by the Knights of 

Columbus from 5:30-6:45pm in the cafeteria. 
• A free-will offering will be accepted.
• Stations of the Cross, 7:00-7:30pm in the church
• Reflections by Seminarian Charlie Giroux; 7:30-8:00 

pm in the church, on Lenten practices and how they 
help us live the cardinal virtues, from “The Art of 
Living” by Edward Sri. A limited number of free books 
are available from the parish office.

If you have questions or would like to reserve a book, please contact 
Anne Graves at (313) 885-8855 or agraves@stpaulonthelake.org

 While we are still several months away from election season, there are 
already several citizen-led ballot initiatives being proposed in Michigan. Of these 
initiatives, there is one of particular concern for Catholics and all people of good 
will: a proposal to include “a right to abortion” in our state constitution.  This initia-
tive, led by Planned Parenthood and the American Civil Liberties Union, comes as 
the United States Supreme Court considers the future of Roe v. Wade. Should the 
court overturn that decision, laws in individual states will govern access to abor-
tion. Current Michigan law bans abortion. 
 Our opposition to this proposal, and indeed our opposition to abortion, 
is rooted in a clear witness to Jesus Christ and our understanding of the inherent, 
God-given dignity of all people, including the unborn. To sign this petition would 
be to actively participate in the promotion of the great evil of abortion.The proposal 
is a symptom of a society that greatly devalues human life and views children as 
burdens. In other words, when we reject this proposal, and any other efforts in 
support of abortion, we must simultaneously commit ourselves to creating and sup-
porting clear and realistic alternatives that serve to protect and benefit both mother 
and child. 
 It is critical that any pregnant woman considering abortion knows that she 
has better options available and, most importantly, that she knows the love of Christ 
as shared through the witness borne by you, me, and all Catholics.  Please join me 
in praying that the proposed ballot initiative does not succeed. As we have done 
for the nearly 50 years that Roe v. Wade has permitted access to abortion in the 
United States, we continue the fight to protect all life, especially that which is most 
vulnerable. We engage in this work with full confidence in Christ. In Him, life has 
triumphed over death. He will take all our efforts and transform them into steps 
toward accomplishing God’s will to restore creation.  

Is Abortion a Right? Marcellina's 
Book Club

Mountains Beyond 
Mountains takes us from 
Harvard to Haiti, Peru, Cuba, 
and Russia as Dr. Paul Farm-
er changes minds and prac-
tices through his dedication 
to the philosophy that “the 
only real nation is human-

ity” - a philosophy that is embodied in the 
small public charity he founded, Partners 
In Health. At the heart of this book is the 
example of a life based on hope, and on 
an understanding of the truth of the Haitian 
proverb “Beyond mountains there are 
mountains”: as you solve one problem, 
another problem presents itself, and so 
you go on and try to solve that one too. 

The author, Tracy Kidder, also gradu-
ated from Harvard. He has won the Pulitzer 
Prize, the National Book Award, the Robert 
F. Kennedy Award and many other literary 
prizes. The book and its audio are available 
through Amazon.
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Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish

Liturgy Schedule

Our Dead

The Fifth Sunday of Lent
Apri 2nd - 3rd  

Saturday Mass at 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses are celebrated at 8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

There is no limit on seating capacity – but distancing is still required.
  Wearing face masks is optional for the vaccinated and unvaccinated.

To participate electronically, go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish or better yet, to 
You Tube at www.youtube.com/channel/UCbymBGIQxUF6UqPct5xFg

Our masking regulations take their cue from the CDC guidelines formulated with 
Wayne County which is currently at a LOW transmission status.  

This can change from week to week.

Our Sick
 Please pray for those who are 
seriously ill or who are hospitalized:  
Pat Blake, Donald Miriani, Bonnie 
McKenna, Matthew Elias, Mary 
Martin, George Bucec, Emilie 
Kasper, Anna Noto Billings, Eileen 
O’Brien, Liz Linne, Donna Barnes, 
Alexandra Cullen, Charmaine 
Kaptur, Frank Gregory, Alex Billiu, 
Jerry Scopel, Jackie Walkowski, 
Maria Simcina, Brian Tague, Sharif 
Hannan, Shirley Whelan, Anne 
Purvis, Jerry Gutowski, Kevin 
O’Connor, Albina Checki, Judy 
Sivanov, Matthew Brown, Ernie 
Ament, Vince LoCicero, Lily Faith, 
Patty Freund, Karen Jordan, Janis 
Ramsey, Colette Gilewicz, and 
those suffering and hospitalized 
worldwide with COVID-19.

Monday, March 28
Weekday 4th week of Lent
Tuesday, March 29
Weekday 4th week of Lent
8:30 a.m. – Mass – Dolores Lavins
Wednesday, March 30
Weekday 4th week of Lent
Thursday, March 31
Weekday 4th week of Lent
6:00 p.m. - Confessions
7:00 p.m. – Thomas Schumacker
Friday, April 1
Weekday 4th week of Lent
12:00 - Ray & Rosanna Tessmer
Saturday, April 2
St. Francis of Paola, hermit
3:00 p.m. - Confessions
4:00 p.m. – Mass – For All People
Sunday, April 3
Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:30 – Mass – For All People
11:15 – Mass – For All People

Scriptures for the 
4th week of Lent
March 28
 Is 65: 17-21
 Ps 30: 2, 4-6, 11-12b, 13b
 Jn 4:43-54
March 29
 Ez 47:1-9, 12
 Ps 46: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9
 Jn 5: 1-16
March 30
 Is 49: 8-15
 Ps 145: 8-9, 13c-14, 17-18
 Jn 5: 17-30
March 31
 Ex 32: 7-14
 Ps 106: 19-23
 Jn 31-47
April 1
 Wis 2: 1a, 12-22
 Ps 34:17-21, 23
 Jn 7: 1-2, 10, 25-30
April 2
 Jer 11: 18-20
 Ps 7: 2-3, 9b-12
 Jn 7: 40-53
April 3
 Is 43: 16-21
 Ps 126: 1-6
 Phil 3: 8-14
 Jn 8: 1-11

Your Envelope Speaks
... the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum of ............... $10,100.00
On Sunday, March 20, 2022
in envelopes we received ...........  $5,156.00
in the loose collection ................. $1,932.53
in electronic donations ................ $3,258.37
for a total of ..............................  $10,346.90
Over budget for the week..............  $246.90
Number of envelopes mailed  ............... 627
Number of envelopes used ......................50

Join us on YouTube
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbymBGlQxUF6bUqPct5txFg

 A funeral liturgy was celebrat-
ed on Friday, March 18th by Fr. Pelc for 
Denise Sparks, age 63. She passed af-
ter a protracted battle with cancer.
 Denise [Evans] was born and 
raised the parish – with 12 siblings. 
She attended St. Ambrose Elementary 
School, then graduated from Grosse 
Pointe South.  She graduated from Ma-
comb County Community College – 
built a career in the medical insurance 
sector and worked in that field until just 
recently. Denise met her husband, Mi-
chael in December of 1981.
 Denise came from a close-knit 
Catholic family. She loved planning 
large family gatherings.  Denise was 
a twin and was delighted when she 
became the mother of twins. Denise 
enjoyed traveling to warm, sunny cli-
mates.  Most of all, she loved spend-
ing time her children and her relatives. 
She was the ultimate sports booster 
and cheered on her children, and every 
body else’s. For many teams she was 
known as “Mama Sparks”. 
 Denise was predeceased by 
her parents, and her husband, Michael.  
She is survived children, Keith (Alai-
na), Kevin, Heather and Kimberly.  
Also surviving are her siblings, Thom-
as (Kandy), Sherry Miles, Leslie Be-
langer, Gayle (Stephen), Dawn, Timo-
thy (DeAnna) Paula, Lauren (Michael) 
and David (Shelia).   Missing her will 
be her four grandchildren and numer-
ous nieces and nephews as well as the 
rest of her family and friends/
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