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A parish can be disappointing. We want it to be
healthy and vibrant, growing and missional, faithful and gen-
erous, but we often see more problems than triumphs, more
fear than courage, and more weakness than strength in our lo-
cal congregations. We are not always an attractive lot. When
we look outside the walls of our parish, we see so many needs
in our communities and across the globe: We want to care for
the poor, proclaim the gospel, fight injustice, support strug-
gling families — the list is endless.

Our imagination is excited by what a parish could
accomplish, but then we often feel let down at how meager
our work actually is. Are we destined to be perpetually disap-
pointed? Every parish has limitations and challenges: physi-
cal location, finances, narrow networks, and history shape
each and every congregation. The long Covid-19 pandemic
has increased the difficulties for many, resulting in less in-
volvement and more mental health challenges, less relational
connection and more political polarization.

If we are honest, it can make us feel hopeless. But
what if, instead of looking at a parish’s limits as mere hin-
drances, we begin to see them as signs of God’s work and
promise? What if recognizing our limitations could nurture
love, real community, and healthy mission?

Three principles can help us, liberate us to see the
larger work of God, and ground us in God’s promises.

I

Years ago, someone told me the story of a man who
dated lots of women but kept breaking up with them. One
woman was brilliant but couldn’t relax. Another was beauti-
ful but had an annoying sense of humor. Yet another had an
amazing career but didn’t share his intellectual interests. On
and on it went. This man had a mental picture of the perfect
woman, but she was a superhuman, not a real woman.

What was the result of his thinking? He walked a
path of loneliness and disappointment rather than finding real
love with a real person. Similarly, we often create an impos-
sible image of Church. Some parishes have amazing music
or impressive programs, and we want that. Other parishes
tutor neighborhood kids, support homeless shelters, or find
jobs for the unemployed, and we want that too. We hear of
gifted preachers, pastors who know how to be fully present
with the sick and elderly, and congregations that are richly
diverse, while our own congregation is missing some or all of
that. Every local parish has the concrete particularity of these
circumstances rather than those, and consequently does this
but not that — and, of course, we often focus on the that and
feel perpetually disappointed.

In the 1930s, young German theologian Dietrich
Bonhoeffer was preparing pastors for ministry. In the process,
he showed them how social structures affect the life of the
parish. For example, a charismatic pastor might stir people to

Continued on page 2...
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Love Your Parish Within Its Limits

Continued from page 1

action, but misuse of that attractiveness could destroy healthy
communal life. Bonhoeffer emphasized that little was more
deadly to a community of faith than a romanticized view
of “community-life.” Unrealistic ideas easily disconnect us
from our actual communities. “Those who love their dream
of a Christian community more than the Christian community
itself become destroyers of that Christian community even
though their personal intentions may be ever so honest, ear-
nest, and sacrificial,” Bonhoeffer observed in his book, Life
Together.

One of the most healing and powerful actions pastors
can undertake is to appreciate the people God has gathered
there. For some, constructing impressive plans and visions is
much easier than Paul’s call to widen our hearts to the exas-
perating people around us — but widen our hearts we must (2
Cor. 6:11, 13).

God sends his grace for all the people who show up,
and he teaches us to listen with interest to one another’s sto-
ries, to uphold one another in our heartaches, and to discover
each other’s gifts and senses of calling. These people, gath-
ered here and now by God, come not in power or perfection,
but in their need to worship Christ.

A parish community is where you can move beyond
hypothetical models of Church toward a life of giving and
receiving profound grace, forgiveness, and love.

We are a strange and awkward group of people who
don’t always blend naturally. Our limits and our togetherness
are part of God’s call to serve in this place, and they are an
indispensable part of his enabling us to do so.

We have all seen children who, having received pres-
ents for Christmas, notice a toy that another kid got and de-
cide that toy is all they want. Similarly, we can all imagine
how great life would be if we had the talents or resources of
other people or parishes. This applies to us as individuals and
as groups. And when things are especially challenging for
parish leaders, it can be hard to even see the good that has
been given, because we feel overwhelmed by the hardships
and disappointments. Maybe we need encouragement to look
again with grace.

All people — whether rich or poor, educated or not,
big parishes or small ones — all of them have gifts. The goal
is to figure out what in particular God has given and how he
has equipped this specific set of people, and then to nurture
and employ those gifts for service in God’s kingdom.

God knows all the needs in his Church and world.
And he knows that no individual, no local congregation can
meet them all. God is not panicked or disappointed by this
fact. He created each of us to depend upon him, others, and
the earth. Only when we see our place within the much larger
work of God can we move from disappointment with our lo-
cal parishes into joy and gratitude for the contributions we
get to make.

Ignoring our parish’s limits can lead to trying to de-
velop ministries that fit neither genuine needs nor our abili-
ties, and we miss out on what God is doing. Loving our parish
within its limits, acknowledging both its assets and weakness-
es, allows its people to serve together without feeling disap-
pointed that they can’t be everything to everyone.

Unlike Cross-Fit or garden clubs or any other orga-
nization designed to attract similar personality types, a parish
collects people who often do not naturally fit together. Socio-
logically, this looks like a massive disadvantage, but theologi-
cally it is a beautiful gift. God gathers us with all of our differ-
ences, united only by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, into
the fellowship of the Spirit and the Father’s love. What binds
a parish together is not believers’ goodwill or shared vision,
but the Spirit of Christ.

We do not generate the Church; rather, we are liber-
ated to participate in it with joy. Still we tend to forget: This is
Christ’s Church. As much as we love God’s people, he loves
them more. He loves us more. He is more committed to the
life and health of his Church than we could ever be. Only
when we drink deeply of that truth can our life together be
driven by joy and hope rather than by frustration or manipula-
tion.

Our strength, determination, and vision do not bind
our parishes together into a Church — that is God’s work.
God’s Spirit grows his fruit among his people — a fruit given
to be enjoyed, especially by those starving for love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, gentleness, goodness, and truth. Given the
Spirit-led nature of the Church, we can acknowledge when
God closes doors or reminds us that we can only do so much,
and that is okay. Jesus promises to meet us in and through his
imperfect people.

Loving our local parish within its limits requires that
we resist the temptation to idealize community but instead
embrace the people God has brought to us. We love Jesus in
and through fellow believers rather than in spite of them. And
this allows us to see our own specific congregation as a small
part of God’s much larger universal work. Thus, we’re freed
to view other parishes and Christian groups not as threats or
competitors, but as co-laborers with whom we can rejoice.

God loves his Church and promises to love the world
through an unimpressive gathering of sinners. Our confidence
is not in our faithfulness, but in his.

God knows our limits better than we do, so by lov-
ing others well, limits and all, we participate in God’s work
without being crushed by it. May God help us to love the real,
local parish that we are part of, because it and we belong to
him.

By Kelly Kapic,a theology professor at Covenant College
and an elder at Lookout Mountain Presbyterian Church in Geor-
gia. His latest book is: You’re Only Human: How Your Limits

Reflect God’s Design and Why That’s Good News.
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Ten days ago, Rory
Bolger, Dale Krajniak,
Mike Mclnerney, and I met = |
at Grosse Pointe Park city [
hall for a 90-minute meet-
ing with GPP city manag-
er, Nick Sizeland, Patrick *
Droze (principal engineer,
OHM Advisors), and Pat
Thomas  (superintendent
of the GPP Department of
Public Works).

In the course of the
meeting and post-meeting
walk-around, several mat-
ters were clarified. This summary was
prepared for us by Dr. Bolger:

» Three catch basins in the
center of the St. Ambrose parking lot
drain to the storm line in Hampton Av-
enue, which takes stormwater flow to
Patterson Park, not to the Jefferson In-
terceptor which backed up after pump
failures last summer.

* The southernmost catch ba-
sin in the parking lot appears to pro-
vide venting for the Fox Creek En-
closure. It was not immediately clear
where flow into that catch basin ended
up.

o The proposed performing
arts center between East Jefferson and
the parish property will provide a new
storm line to Jefferson, helping to re-
move stormwater both from its prem-
ises as well as from Maryland Avenue
(runoff from about 7> acre of impervi-
ous surface). That new storm line will
alleviate some of the load from the Jef-
ferson interceptor, better protecting
parish property.

* GPP DPW staff expects to
conduct dye tests this week on each of the
numerous catch basins on St. Ambrose
property to determine whether any flow
might be tying back into the Ark.

. OHM will inform us when the
site plan for the performing arts center

has been prepared to reflect measures
required by the Wayne County Storm-
water Management Ordinance.

» The Americans with Disabili-
ties Act (ADA) likely makes it undesir-
able/untenable to curb-in the grade
door at the top of the emergency stair-
way exit from the Ark.”

All of us left
the meeting very
satisfied and pleased
with the answers
that were provided
and with the can-
dor and cooperation
shown by the city

and engi-
neering
consultant. ‘ .
It bodes N
very well
for future
collabora-
tion.
OXOX

It was edifying to celebrate
Holy Week services for a crowd — or
for an assembly that passes for one
these days. There was nothing strang-
er in my priesthood than Holy Week
2020, the first year of the pandemic,
which limited attendance to ten per-
sons for ceremonies held in the church
building.

And from the comments I re-
ceived from some, you were also ap-
preciative of the opportunity to pray
actually in the Lord’s house with a size-
able number of your parish family.

There is strength in numbers.
No private prayer replaces the solidar-
ity and strength which comes when
the Church assembles for Liturgy. The
Lord commands us to gather together
in real time and in real space. As Pope
Francis remindes us, “In the midst of
isolation when we suffer from a lack
of tenderness and opportunities to
meet each other, when we experience
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the loss of so many things, let us once
again listen to the proclamation that
saves us: Christ is risen and is living
by our side.”

While worship here at St. Am-
brose last weekend felt like something
more normal, a look at the numbers
indicate that we still have a way to go
in returning to patterns of mass atten-
dance we enjoyed pre-pandemic.

A recent Pew Survey from-
March 7-13 showed that in the U.S.,
only 27 percent of Christian respon-
dents attended services in person that
month, compared to 67 percent who
typically did before the pandemic.

Last Septem-
ber, when Covid
was surging and
hospitals  were
reaching capac-
ity, the percent-
age of persons
attending in-
person  services
in the U.S. was
about the same,
26 percent. But
remember  the
Pew Survey was
completed before Holy Week, so it may
not be accurate since Protestant, Catho-
lics and Jews feel especially attached to
our High Holy Days which transpired
after that survey. In this regard, atten-
dance numbers for us here at St. Am-
brose fell into line with other numbers
from across the nation — maybe slightly
better — since our attendance inched-up
every weekend during March.

So, let’s assess Holy Week at
St. Ambrose. In round numbers, we
saw 150 persons for the Holy Thursday
Mass; 175 for Good Friday Services;
150 persons for the Easter Vigil; 250
for the first mass and 300 persons for
the second Mass on Easter Sunday.

All these numbers are remark-
ably increased from the previous two
years. Compared to the data we sal-
vaged from pre-pandemic Easter Vigils
(by per-person candle count) this is low.
Back then, we were drawing congrega-
tions of between 300-500 persons.

————

Continued on page 4
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All Things Considered, cont

Continued from page two...

In the category of Something is Better than Nothing, let’s agree with
Pope Francis that “...online Masses and spiritual communions do not represent the
Church.” Archbishop Vigneron said. “While watching Mass online or on TV has
been a means to help Catholics nourish their souls when they could not be present
for Mass, we must remember that it cannot become the norm. God did not come to
us virtually. He came to us — and continues to come to us — in the flesh.”

It has been suggested that online broadcasting of Masses will hurt us in
the long run. In that regard, let me again quote Pope Francis: “This is the Church
in a difficult situation that the Lord is allowing, but the ideal of the Church is al-
ways with the people and with the sacraments — always,”

Nationally the Pew Survey showed that, viewership of live-streaming ser-
vices in all denominations remained steady: 28 percent last September and 30 per-
cent in March. Our televised presence would hold to that.

Our “Stations for Justice” viewership declined about 20 percent this year.
This could be attributable to a two week late start; a platform change; and a less
aggressive social media push.

There was a wild difference between our online viewership for Holy
Thursday and Good Friday which averaged only 15 viewers each. Convincing
Catholics that Holy Thursday and Good Friday services are worth their time — in
person or on line — remains a monumental task.

We do better when it comes to the Easter Vigil which has become some-
thing of a “reunion” Mass for those who have entered the Church as adults dur-
ing that ceremony in previous years. A quick show of hands at our Vigil this year
showed that about half had received one sacrament of Initiation at this parish. The
identity that these former catechumens and candidates feel to this place and people
is a grace attributed to the Vatican II reform of the RCIA, the Rites of Christian
Initiation of Adults.

In addition to those in attendance at the Easter Vigil, an additional 140
viewers logged onto our broadcast of that liturgy — internationally. The pattern
emerges. People want and need to connect with us at significant moments like

Easter, be it in person or online. It’s a place to begin.
TRP

Student Opportunity Scholarships

| am eager to share with you details about a signature gathering campaign that
has the potential to positively impact the education of many students in the state of Michi-
gan. We plan to gather 340,000 signatures to establish “Student Opportunity Scholarships”
so that parents can access funding to meet their child’s educational needs. Archbishop
Vigneron and his brother bishops from throughout Michigan are supportive of this initiative.

Find additional resources and details from Paul Stankewitz, Public Policy Advo-
cate for the Michigan Catholic Conference at the address below. In addition, | encourage
you to watch and share this two-minute video providing an overview of the initiative: https:/
www.facebook.com/LetMIKidsLearn/videos/487435399661035/

We are asking for your assistance in this important educational effort by
collecting signatures after Mass on May 1% and May 8". [Note that the forms and
materials are already in our rectory office. Soliciters need to view: https://lwww.let-
mikidslearn.com/how-to-circulate] Petitions can be done at any time, but must be in
Lansing by May 11*.

Please reach out to Paul Stankewitz (pstankewitz@micatholic.org) or me (knaus.
laura@aod.org) with questions or to request additional petitions. Thank you for your assis-
tance with this important effort.

Laura Knaus
Interim Superintendent of Catholic Schools

Abuse Prevention

Every April, Catholic parishes
and schools across the United States
participate in National Child Abuse Pre-
vention Month.

When a child is abused, the
effects are grave and can last a lifetime.
Some of the most common effects of
abuse include: « Loss of faith and trust in
God.* Post-traumatic ~ stress  disorder,
and indirect signs of trauma, such as
anxiety, trouble sleeping, chronic stomach
pain, and headaches. A greater risk of
developing behavioral problems, sub-
stance abuse, and suicide. The sense of
violation goes deep into a person’s psyche,
and feelings of anger, shame, hurt, and
betrayal can build long after the abuse.

Learning how to identify, pre-
vent, and report abuse is key. Parents
and guardians should empower their
children to protect themselves from
harm, and to report abuse. Ask your
diocesan safe environment coordinator or
parish delegate about opportunities for safe
environment training.

Grooming behaviors are the ac-
tions abusers take to project the im-
age that they are kind, generous, caring
people, while their intent is to lure a
minor into an inappropriate relationship.
Offenders may groom their victim, his or
her family, or community for years. Some
abusers isolate a potential victim by giv-
ing him or her undue attention or lavish
gifts, while others allow young people to
participate in activities which their par-
ents or guardians would not approve, such
as watching pornography, drinking alcohol,
using drugs, and excessive touching, such
as wrestling and tickling. Abusers also try
to isolate their victims and encourage
their victims to keep secrets from their
parents or other caring adults.

To help hold offenders account-
able, report all suspected abuse to local
public authorities. You can also contact
your local diocesan victim-assistance co-
ordinator to make a report and seek out-
reach for the abused. In accordance with
diocesan policy, when a single act of
sexual abuse is admitted or established,
the offender is to be removed permanent-
ly from ministry.

USCCB
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The Buzz

Happy 2™ Sunday of Easter! (For Orthodox Christians, today is Easter!)
In fact, there is really nothing happier than Easter. It can’t be celebrated in just one
day, nor even in just one week as is Passover by our Jewish brothers and sisters. In
fact it is celebrated on our calendar as a “week of weeks” (7 days x 7 weeks = 49
days + 1 next day = The Fiftieth Day / Pentecost).

Easter is the core of our Faith; there is nothing more important, and it actu-
ally gives meaning to everything before and after it. That’s why we are reminded
(cf. “Easter Duty” — by official Church Precept if you need it) to be in full Com-
munion with the risen body of Christ at least during this time each year. But why
limit yourself? There is no better way to live all year round, because I guarantee if
you let it, it will last forever!

If you have really taken the plunge into life-made-new by a faith relation-
ship with the risen Lord, you know there is no happier way to live. And too ... itis
not too early to start thinking about people you know who would like to explore be-
coming Catholic or completing their full initiation. Reassure anyone thinking about
such things that the adult process here at St. Ambrose is relaxed and informal. The
only wrong inquiry is the one not made. So encourage such a person to give me a
“no-obligations” call at 313-822-2814 (ext. 2) to see how we might be of assistance
to them in their exploratory journey of faith.

Speaking of Initiation Sacraments . . . the Easter season will continue with
our First Communion children celebrating this sacrament again at a specially sol-
emn liturgy in just two weeks or so. Eastertide also includes another Initiation Sac-
rament — Confirmation (for adults and older teens) — permitted in parish churches
throughout the season. Or one might choose to celebrate it with confirmandi from
all over the Archdiocese at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral on Pentecost, June 5%,

Contact us immediately if you have never been confirmed as a Catholic and
you recognize that the risen Lord is calling you to this sacrament of deeper relation-
ship with Him through, with, and in the Holy Spirit. The process of preparation is
adult-oriented: individualized and relaxed — no pain, yet still a lot to gain! (P.N.:
Pass this info along to those contemplating marriage in their future. Confirmation
comes up regularly as a question and invitation. Foresight and action now make
this all go so much easier! We take great joy in helping this process along.)

Speaking of education in a totally different vein ... note the article on the
previous page entitled “Student Opportunity Scholarships”. It introduces an initia-
tive to gather 340,000 signatures for a ballot proposal that would give Michigan
parents access to funding for their children’s education. Archbishop Vigneron and
the bishops of the state support this. The petition/signature forms must be returned
to Lansing by May 11%. We’ll have them in church.

The Archbishop’s support for this as an attempt to further implement his
personal priority in Synod-16 for Catholic schools. Most people who remember the
Church of the 1960’s and earlier, associate schools as an integral part of parish life.
Abp. Vigneron seems to find high value in restoring elements of the Church of that
era. Agree? If so, sign the petition. You may have another angle on this project;
I’d be interested in hearing all about it.

And speaking of synods ... have you caught anything about what’s going
on with a national Catholic Synod in Germany? I sense the process there has been
180° different from Detroit six years ago. Reactions from conservative quarters all
over the world have been coming in to the German bishops. Stay tuned; this is still
in progress.

Wesotego Alleluja!
Chuck Dropiewski

Marcellina’s

Book Club

Mountains Beyond
4 Mountains takes us from
Harvard to Haiti, Peru, Cuba,
| and Russia as Dr. Paul Farm-
| er changes minds and prac-
| tices through his dedication
to the philosophy that “the
~ only real nation is human-
ity” - a philosophy that is embodied in the
small public charity he founded, Partners
In Health. At the heart of this book is the
example of a life based on hope, and on
an understanding of the truth of the Haitian
proverb “Beyond mountains there are
mountains”: as you solve one problem,
another problem presents itself, and so
you go on and try to solve that one too.
The author, Tracy Kidder, also gradu-
ated from Harvard. He has won the Pulitzer
Prize, the National Book Award, the Robert
F. Kennedy Award and many other literary
prizes. The book and its audio are available
through Amazon.

TRACY KIDDER

The Beehive

is the parish weekly bulletin of the
St. Ambrose Catholic Community
Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc
Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski
Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums
Minister of Music:

Office Manager: Peggy O'Connor
Secretary: Mary Urbanski

Sacramental Celebrations

Masses: On the Lord’s Day -

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.

Sunday - 8:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory
office a minimum of six months in advance of the
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 332-5633
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net
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Liturgy Schedule
Monday, April 25

St. Mark, evangelist

Tuesday, April 26

Easter Weekday

8:30 a.m. — Mass — John Witherell;
Stella Esperti

Wednesday, April 27

Easter Weekday

Thursday, April 28

St. Peter Chanel, priest & martyr

St. Louis de Montfort, priest

7:00 p.m. — Mass - Raymond Tessmer;
Giovanni Morreale

Friday, April 29

St. Catherine of Siena, virgin & doctor
12:00 p.m. — Funeral — Mary Bellanca
Saturday, April 30

St. Pius V, pope

4:00 p.m. — Mass — For All People
Sunday, May 1

Third Sunday of Easter

8:30 — Mass — For All People

11:15 — Mass — For All People

Join us on Facebook

facebook.com/stambroseparish

Scriptures for the

Second Week of Easter

April 25
1 Pt 5: 5b-14
Ps 89: 2-3, 6-7, 15-17
Mk 16: 15-20

April 26
Acts 4: 32-37
Ps93:1-2,5
Jn 2: 7b-15

April 27
Acts 5: 17-26
Ps 34: 2-9
Jn 3: 16-21

April 28
Acts 5: 27-33
Ps 34:2,9,17-20
Jn 3: 31-36

April 29
Acts 5: 34-42
Ps27:1,4,13-14
Jn6:1-15

April 30
Acts 6: 1-7
Ps 33: 1-2, 4-5, 18-19
Jn 6: 15-21

May 1
Acts 5: 27-32, 40b-41
Ps 30: 2, 4-6,11-13
Rv 5: 11-14
Jn 21: 1-19 or21: 1-16

“Che CChird Sunbml of Caster
Aprit 30% — May 7*
Saturday Mass at 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses are celebrated at 8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

Under the Center for Disease Control guidance, people in counties with low or medium
Covid-19 community levels no longer need to wear masks indoors unless they are im-
munocompromised or at “high risk” for severe Covid-19. Currently Wayne County shows a
LOW level of risk. This might change week-to-week, but for the present time, St. Ambrose
Parish is lifting the mandatory mask requirement for weekend masses. We will maintain it
for funerals and weddings. At all community levels, the CDC recommends people get vac-
cinated and boosted, and get tested if they have symptoms.

To participate electronically, go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish or better yet, to
You Tube at www.youtube.com/channel/UCbymBGIQxUF6UqPct5xFg

Your Envelope Speaks
... the Inside Story

To operate, each week our parish

requires a minimum of.............. $10,100.00
On Sunday, April 17, 2022

in envelopes we received............ $8,786.00
in the loose collection ................. $6,016.65
in electronic donations.............. $4,258.12
foratotal of .....cccoovviviiieinns $19,060.77
Over budget for the week............. $8,960.77
Number of envelopes mailed ............... 627
Number of envelopes used ...........c........ 101

Join us on YouTube

www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbymBGIQxUF6bUqPct5txFg

Our Sick

Please pray for those who are
seriously ill or who are hospitalized:
Pat Blake, Donald Miriani, Bonnie
McKenna, Matthew Elias, Mary
Martin, George Bucec, Emilie
Kasper, Anna Noto Billings, Eileen
O’Brien, Liz Linne, Donna Barnes,
Alexandra Cullen, Charmaine
Kaptur, Frank Gregory, Alex Billiu,
Jerry Scopel, Jackie Walkowski,
Maria Simcina, Brian Tague, Sharif

Hannan, Shirley Whelan, Anne
Purvis, Jerry Gutowski, Kevin
O’Connor, Albina Checki, Judy
Sivanov, Matthew Brown, Ernie

Ament, Vince LoCicero, Lily Faith,
Patty Freund, Karen Jordan, Janis
Ramsey, Colette Gilewicz, Richard
Strowger and those suffering and
hospitalized worldwide with Covid .

Legal News

In 2020 our Archdiocese made
the decision to separately incorporate
all of the parishes as Michigan non-
profit corporations. By July 1, 2021,
166 parishes were incorporated (includ-
ing St. Ambrose), and as of February 1,
2022, another 43 were incorporated.

This leaves only five that will
be incorporated in the near future when
minor legal obstacles are resolved. A
key part of the incorporation process is
to transfer all parish real property to the
individual parish corporations.

After considerable time and
effort, deeds have been executed con-
veying the parish properties to the new
parish corporations, which means the
corporations will own their properties
under both civil and canon law. The
deeds are being recorded with the local
Registers of Deeds.

Existing Archdiocesan Poli-
cies and Procedures will remain in
effect, with one exception: legal doc-
uments such as listing agreements, pur-
chase agreements, leases, easements,
etc. will be executed on behalf of the
corporation by a parish corporation
officer, who in most cases will be the
Pastor or Moderator as President of the
corporation. This will take place fol-
lowing formal approval by the parish
corporation Board of Directors, cus-
tomary review by the Properties Of-
fice, and approvals by the College of
Consultors (in all cases) and the Arch-
diocesan Finance Council (in the case
of sale transactions).
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Let
HOW IT WORKS ... Kids

Learn

You have questions. We have answers.

If Let MI Kids Learn is successful, voters want to know, how will it work?
What will the process be? What steps will families go through to apply?

BACKGROUND:

There are two ways to make laws in Michigan. One is with the cooperation of the Governor, signing bills
into law that have been agreed on by the Legislature. The other way is with a citizen petition drive.

The policy before you - Let MI Kids Learn - has the sole purpose to provide additional financial resources
to parents for their children's education. It will also provide a tax credit for the individual donors and
businesses that contribute to a scholarship fund for K-12 students, up to $500 million in tax credits
statewide.

Whether their child opts to stay in the public school, and needs help with something the school can't
provide, or a family is desperate to make something work outside of the public school system and
simply doesn't know how to make it financially possible - this will provide options. It will also allow the
generous men, women and businesses who yearn to help connect dollars with children - a tax credit.

WHY THIS. WHY NOW.
Some will make the valid point: "We already have enough money in public education. If kids need
resources, why not just use what is already there?"

We agree that there is a ton of money in Michigan’s K-12 education budget ($19 Billion to be exact) but
if we have all learned anything over the past few months the education bureaucracy is not easy to
maneuver, it is not easy to change.

Thousands of students in Michigan are suffering from learning loss, struggling in educational systems
that do not work for them and their families. But parents at times are limited with how to get their child
better situations and opportunities. They don't have time for us to wade through educational
bureaucracy - they are desperate for help now.

Some ask, "Well, why can't this be done through a non-profit organization? Why do you have to have this
big of a project?" State legislation is needed to create a tax incentive (credit) that will encourage private
donations.

CUTTING EDGE FOR MICHIGAN
We believe this is the way to bring more partnerships to families in need and donors who are willing to
assist. But we are not the first ones to do it. 23 states have similar policies.

Find more resources on our website at www.LetMIKidsLearn.com/resources.
Email us at info@letmikidslearn.com with questions we have missed!



® 0605006 9 0 @

This Space

17727 Mack at University i5 Ava“able
3138829085 eece0000000e

Y R

‘; obert 1. Hlndelangﬁfl’. C. w

E The Attorney-CPA Bow-Tie Gu

AN

“Allemon’s” "~
Londscoge Cen@

'g Propane « Kerosene - Flrewuod « Garden Statuary

Screened Topsoil - Peat - Shrubs - Trees HANDYMAN SERVICE 6 CONSTRUCTION

0000
20e000O|

Painting - Masonry
Roofing * Gutters
Plumbing « Electrical

Carpentry

tate Planning & Probate

| www.rlhindelang.com :
313-886—4450
| RLH _Hmdddn" us § www.RedBaronEnterprises.com

:f‘,.r:'.,,':xzsgf!mﬁﬁsp!z:zgév.: g;{gye;pg,oggig;ﬂgg 313-408-1166
-313-821-9088
14800 Charlevoix

(Corner of Charlevoix and Alter Rd.)
Detrmt Ml 48215

Free Estimates
Check us out on Facebook!
‘We're Your To Do List Handymen'
Grosse Pointe Resident

! 313-843-8440
| Cleveland a Detroit a Toledo
| gcbuildingrestoration.com

WASHERIDRYER REPAIR
[ G.E., Whirlpool,
Kenmore Specialist

(586) 791-4466

Call David Dressler

ADVERTISE

Marissa Lee-Cavaliere
Broker
Real Estate In The Pointes i

(248) 5427850 if

$2020FF
Any Plumbing Work

18472 Mack Ave. « Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
\ 313-886-1000 0fﬁce-586 822 1062 Cell

* Sewers Cleaned Electrically Shtvicas: ; A
® 24-Hour Service

Toilets ® Faucets
» Visa/MC/Disc Accepted Water Heaters

° 10% Senior Discount . Sewers and Broken
¢ Parishioner Discount

Water Lines Dug Up ‘g
ALL TYPES OF PLUMBING REPAIRS LITe DS ,
¢ Full-Time with Benefits

(el HTSRVE TR TWolI | ° Serve Your Community
586.775.2441 || pj

SN A R S R R TR HERHY

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL PARISH.

WORK WITH PURPOSE.

¢ Paid Training
* Some Travel
* Work-Life Balance

Visit Our New Showroom

WE S R AT R

ADVERTISE

| ADT-Monitore Home Security
| Get24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

GROW YOUR
BUSINESS

BY PLACING
| AN AD HERE!

| Contact Craig Davis
| to place an ad today!
|| cdavis@4LPi.com or
| (216) 325-6825 x6259

Hampton, Fox & Associates
Ameciprise Private Wealth Advisory Practice
313.885.4414
726 Notre Dame St
Grosse Pointe, M1 48230

| sncun 0. Harpton Pt Wacth Adber, P9 CHECS, CLUM, CA nsurnca #0K7A40
i @ Fox, Fnonial Adéer, CIPS, CHEC, CUM
Joch i ek ek, €A, CHFCH
el 1 oxtion, Frenclal Adiy, CRPCS, CA irisncee KOG28119.

| vt ro  pcocitn, ot el vy e of
] Aevetirnn Franci serve
maks CFP, Corifind Finance Planar™ and G- e U5

L Ameprse Fnonci Serices, inc. WV'«AWN«"C
| B 201 Arnarpren Fromeis e Ad rps s

3-D-4-3

ARON |
ES

| WARREN
|| DETROIT %

|| EASTPOINTE

| CLINTON TOWNSHIP

BE YUURSELF BRING‘YUUR PASSION,

Contact us at careers@4lpi.com
www.4lpi.com/careers

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 . www.4lp|.com

Erich Dyer i ‘ : T
586-580-8487 b 'O TT g
erich@dyersgroup.com 5 A
www.dyersgroup.com
313.886.2886

Provides Ansutio
17819 East Warren, Detroit, Ml 48224
pomteautotech@yahoo com

Life Insurance,
pomteautotech com

scoc:g “‘Our Business
Q0 is Picking Up”

31?-?64 938 |  Pet Waste Removal
UB-rr; D i

Sat: 7am-5pm (will stay un: 7am-Gpm - 4 31 3'882'5942
AR A vkl | Doggiescoops.com Parish Member

J&J ROOFING... aname you know and trust!

Free Estimates J&]’

ﬂf Roofing Specialists
Seamless Gutters
2 Leaf Relief

BRIAN KARPUK

ROOFING SERVICES

GUTTERS

e

“The Same
FUNERAL ZHONES, e Aways to All
1-800- VERHEYDEN

1-800-837-4393
www.verheyden.org

GROSSE POINTE

Plumbing? Sewer? Drain Problems? ... We Can Help

24HOUR |
$20 OFF ANY SERVICE EMERGENCY |

ox WORK"™ 313-558-8757 SERVICE

= lNG
WaterWorkPlumbing.com yaster Plumber

ADVERTISE

MICHAEL MURPHY |

PROVIDING QUALITY |
NOIOHMNE| For over 30 YEARS. |

Call J&J Roofing Today |
586-445- 6455 | WWW.JJROOFING.COM |

Licensed & Insured |

SATEE o
NNOVATIVE SOLUTION
-Peace of Mind-
schenaroofing.com

B S T P e T T BT

Please join One Voice for our;

Spring Sing T

One Voice is hosting a
mini cheir workshop for young girls going into
4th - 8th grade in the 2022-2023 school year!

Come meet the directors, learn some music skills,
participate in our performance on Saturday!

This is a fun opportunity to meet new friends that
share your interest in singing. Don't miss out!
Thursday April 28th 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm | Friday April 29th 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm
Saturday April 30th 12:00 pm - 3:30 pm
First Christian Reformed Church | 1444 Maryland Street * Grosse Pointe Park, Ml 48230

Registration details at choironevoice.org | Cost $90 (Payable Via Paypal)
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One Voice in concert with

Xiting Yang, Piano performing a program of
Chopin, Schumann, & Debussy
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