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 The words, “This is my body given for you,” invite 
us to reflect and prayerfully enter the sacrament of the Eucha-
rist in our lives. As Catholics, we recognize in these words 
the generous gift God, the Father, offers us in His Son, Jesus. 
Likewise, with grateful hearts, we can affirm in the Spirit the 
immensity of Jesus’ sacrificial and life-giving love for us. “I 
am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never hunger, 
and whoever believes in me will never thirst ... For this is the 
will of my Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes 
in him may have eternal life, and I shall raise him [on] the 
last day” (John 6:35, 40).
 Today, we are among those who come to the Lord, be-
lieve in Him, and see His loving presence in the Spirit of truth 
and life in our communities (John 14:16-17). Furthermore, it 
is in the Spirit that we discern the paths to follow as we seek 
to emulate the sacrificial and life-giving presence of Christ. 
As John the Evangelist reminds us, Christ’s loving presence 
in the Spirit is never far from us, guiding our steps in mutual 
encounter, accompaniment, and mission (John 16:13-14).

Towards Life-Giving Encounters with One Another
 I suspect that we each have our favorite quote, ges-
ture, or image of Pope Francis. It is remarkable to see how 
his reflections have touched our Catholic hearts, and the lives 

of many others who hold different creeds and ethical convic-
tions. Considering our reflection on life-giving encounters, 
Pope Francis’ appreciation for a culture of encounter that en-
larges our lives gives spiritual meaning and depth to what it 
means to be with and for others. 
 In his encyclical, Lumen Fidei, Pope Francis says, 
“Persons always live in relationship. We come from others, 
we belong to others, and our lives are enlarged by our en-
counter with others. Even our own knowledge and self-aware-
ness are relational; they are linked to others who have gone 
before us: in the first place, our parents, who gave us our life 
and our name” (S38).
 Indeed, there is in our world a real thirst and hunger 
for mutual encounters that can lead us to greater life and bring 
us closer to the Kingdom of God. It is not difficult for us to 
recognize a world and society saturated with divisive cultural 
narratives intent on corroding the fabric of community and 
mutual communion. 
 In some cases, our brothers, sisters, friends, and 
neighbors have become the stranger, relegated to the peripher-
ies of our care and concern. Consequently, we find ourselves 
living in a society and culture that in many and different ways 
discourages us from reaching across the aisle. It is in this di-

Our Mutual Presence in Christ: 
Encounter, Accompaniment, and Mission
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visive and fragmented reality that our Church culture of en-
counter can have a transformative effect, bringing us closer to 
one another.
 The realization that “we come from others and be-
long to others” provides an alternative vision and starting 
place to our civic and ecclesial discourses and interactions 
burdened by individualistic views, positions, and rigid claims 
lacking respect and civility. 
 More to the point, for the followers of Christ, con-
tempt for the world is not an option. Our Eucharistic identity 
tells us that we belong together, and our “knowledge and self-
awareness” are indeed relational. The presence of Christ that 
is ours in our daily communion with the Spirit of truth and 
life must also compel us to go out of ourselves in search of 
our brothers and sisters whose language, race, culture, reli-
gion, and worldview differ from our own. 
 We know from Jesus’ teachings and encounters with 
others how essential this labor of love in communion is for 
the building of the Kingdom of God. Jesus’ encounter with 
the Syrophoenician women, for example, shows us how mu-
tual enrichment can take place when we make room for oth-
ers, by letting go of our cultural prejudices and stereotypes 
(Mark 7:24-30).
 Moreover, in the Beatitudes, Jesus provides transfor-
mative paths that open wide our hearts to deeper and mean-
ingful encounters with one another’s stories (Matthew 5:1-
12). From Jesus, we learn that our common embrace must 
be imbued with poverty of spirit, gentleness, sacrifice, purity 
of heart, justice, and peace. It can be uncomfortable to open 
our hearts to experience new peoples, cultures, attitudes, and 
behaviors that come our way. However, in faith, we can rec-
ognize that encountering others requires us to be intentional 
and sacrificial. 
 Like Jesus, we must live our Eucharistic identity 
more fully by giving ourselves away in charity and justice. 
In addition, while we may not always agree on every issue 
or fully grasp our shared differences, we must hold on to our 
belief that encountering one another as brothers and sisters 
— not as enemies — can provide us with life-giving grace for 
the journey.

Learning to Walk Together 
in Mutual Accompaniment and Mission
 One of the most enduring images of the Church from 
the Second Vatican Council is the pastoral image and under-
standing of the people of God as a “pilgrim Church.” In its 
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Lumen Gentium, the 
Council reminds us of our pilgrim identity and eschatological 
vocation. Truly, our walk together is never far from Christ’s 
presence in his holy ones, moving us to holiness. 
 “When we look at the lives of those who have faith-
fully followed Christ, we are inspired with a new reason for 
seeking the City that is to come, and at the same time we 

are shown a most safe path by which among the vicissitudes 
of this world, in keeping with the state in life and condition 
proper to each of us, we will be able to arrive at perfect union 
with Christ, that is, perfect holiness” (Lumen Gentium, 50).
 As members of the pilgrim Church, then, we seek 
to keep our eyes fixed on the things from above (Colossians 
3:1-4) by learning to walk closely with Christ and the holy 
ones, who inspire us to keep on walking, and assist us as we, 
too, give witness to the truth of the Gospel.
 For it is “in the lives of those who, sharing in our 
humanity, are ... more perfectly transformed into the image 
of Christ, [that] God vividly manifests His presence and His 
face” (Lumen Gentium, 50). 
 It is by walking in the footsteps of those that have 
gone before us, in faith, that our pilgrim identity can find 
hope and direction. Moreover, even as we look to the future 
heavenly Church (Acts 3:21), we also orient our gaze and 
path toward the earthly Church endowed with real goodness, 
beauty, and holiness in her liturgical and sacramental life 
(Lumen Gentium, 48).

Learning to Walk Together in Mission
 It is in the partaking of the sacramental nourishment 
and Eucharist spirituality — on the way — that we find gen-
uine communion and community. Like the disciples on the 
road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35), we must learn to practice 
real and intentional accompaniment that opens us to receive 
and share the body given up for us. Along the way, the fruit 
of the earth and the work of our human hands must reflect 
a genuine sense of accompaniment and a common mission. 
As such, our human efforts must create spaces for greater 
inclusion, break open our stories in tables of vulnerability 
and trust, and allow the Spirit to surprise us with an abun-
dance of possibilities. In our accompaniment, our eyes must 
be open to the Lord and our hearts must burn for the mission 
entrusted to us. “Then they said to each other, ‘Were not our 
hearts burning [within us] while he spoke to us on the way 
and opened the scriptures to us?’ So, they set out at once and 
returned to Jerusalem” (Luke 24:31-32).
 Likewise, it is at our Sunday sacramental table of 
accompaniment where the presence of the Risen Christ will 
open our eyes, anew. In communion, we will see “the joys 
and the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of the men [and 
women] of this age, especially those who are poor or in any 
way afflicted,” and, in that instance, recognize that “these 
are the joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the follow-
ers of Christ” (Gaudium et Spes, 1). 
 Emboldened by this vision of communion in mis-
sion, we will go forth in the manner of the Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:25- 37) in solidarity and service for the common 
good (Fratelli Tutti, 67). No longer strangers to one another 
but as faith-filled pilgrims, fed by the word and bread of life, 
we will return to our homes and public spaces, giving our-
selves away in the retelling and living of the stories that burn 
in our hearts and transform our lives. Nothing genuinely hu-
man will fail to raise an echo in our hearts.
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All
ThingsConsidered

TRP

 In our secular calendar, we cel-
ebrate holidays such as Memorial Day, 
Labor Day, Dr. Martin Luther King 
Day, and Independence Day as ways of 
reminding us of people or events that 
represent the best of our core values: 
service, selflessness, human rights, 
freedom, etc. 
 Similarly, in our liturgical cal-
endar, we celebrate special days to re-
mind us of people or events that repre-
sent our core spiritual values. 
 Catechetical Sunday is the day 
wherein we honor those in the catechet-
ical ministry of our American Catholic 
Church in order to remind ourselves of 
the importance of growing in our re-
lationship with the Lord through faith 
formation.
 While this is Catechetical Sun-
day in most parishes across the United 
States, here at St. Ambrose, we usually 
line up the event a week later.  So next 
Sunday, we will celebrate an All Class 
Mass at 8:30 a.m. where we will meet 
and commission our Catechists and 
classroom assistants.  Following that, 
we’ll celebrate on the plaza with some 
refreshments. Please join us as we re-
commit ourselves and encourage oth-
ers to deepen our relationship with the 
Lord through vibrant, engaging, and 
robust faith formation!
  XXX

 I can’t tell you how many 
people have approached me in the past 
couple of weeks, or called the rectory 
asking about Oysterfest. Celebrated for 
over three decades, it truly has become 
a beloved part of social/parish life in 
this part of town.
 People seem genuinely disap-
pointed when I tell them that we can-
celled the event this year. They also 
don’t need much more of an explana-
tion when I remind them that we are 
still operating at “reduced capacity” 

Drawings take place live on Sunday, September 25, 2022 at 8:00 p.m.
15200 Kercheval Ave, Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

Ten $1000 Prizes!Ten $1000 Prizes!
per per 
ticketticket$$10     10     get yours nowget yours now!!

2022 
St. Ambrose RAFFLE

with the loss of the ARK kitchen facil-
ity and more significantly, a congre-
gation that has only returned to half-
strength following the pandemic. 
 It’s my current assessment that 
given supply and labor issues, we’re 
not going to see the ARK in operation 
this year. The new electrical system, 
passenger elevator and kitchen equip-
ment are among the major items whose 
timing is beyond our control. But the 
ARK reconstruction is more predict-
able than the timetable governing the 
return of our parishioners to weekend 
worship and parish activities. 
 Studies show that parishes 
“holding their own,” are ones that 
have actually been in relationship with 
their people during the past two years. 
They’ve made a deep bond of commu-
nity and they work really hard at that. 
They keep in contact with their pa-
rishioners, issue invitations — all the 
hallmarks of what we know to be prac-
tices of good evangelizing all the time. 
We’ve tried to do these things, but still 
a lot of parishioners are still sitting 
things out.
 In coming together as a com-
munity of faith, we’re also a communi-
ty. It’s not just vertical with God feed-
ing that hunger, but it’s also horizontal 
where we are with one another. Cer-
tainly, praying is the highest way we 
come together as a community, but we 
also need to continue to explore other 
ways to help us come together, too.  
  XXX

 You will notice that on the 
raffle ticket, the word “Oysterfest” was 
neatly omitted.  That’s because when 
we went to print in June, we were al-
ready skeptical about the feasibility of 
this year’s event. The location of the 
drawing filed with the State of Michi-
gan Gaming Commission is listed (and 
will happen) as printed adjacent to the 
patio of Atwater-in-the-Park where the 
Oysterfest would have been held. Even 
though it is not part of our festivity, 
stop for some food and drink there or 
along Kercheval Avenue to witness the 
drawing and enjoy some camaraderie. 
We’ll post a video of the drawing on 
our website so even if you are not there,  
you can still feel like you are.
 We have just one short week 
left to sell the heck out of these tick-
ets.  In response to an earlier column, 
parishioner Bill Sumner called from 
Los Angeles to tell me that he wanted 
to help by covering the cost of the prize 
money for this year’s raffle. His gen-
erous donation allows us to apply the 
proceeds to the profit – with the excep-
tions of printing which ran $1,500 and 
postage which cost $800.00.
 We also should acknowledge a 
nice $15,000 gift from Carol and Paul 
Schaap which they gave to us to help 
cover some of our festival losses.
 Ticket packets are available 
for you to pick up at mass this week-
end.  As I will be doing, please shake 
down your friends and relatives to sup-
port our efforts by buying tickets be-
fore next Sunday night. 
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Faith Formation Station

 Members of the St. 
Ambrose Conference of the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 
are walking on Saturday, 
October 1, 2022, on Belle 
Isle to help stamp out 
hunger and poverty in our 
community. 

 Won’t you walk with 
us or donate to a walker?  
Please help us help others. 

 (Due to the pandemic 
and the flooding of the ARK, 
we are  unable to have our 
Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser 
for the third year in a row.) 

To give a donation, either: 

-Make a check payable to 
“St. Ambrose St. Vincent 
de Paul” and put it in the 
collection basket at Mass or 
send it to the rectory by 
September 30.

- Go online at fopwalk.org, 
choose DONATE and then 
“Donate to a Walker.” Enter 
the name of the walker. ( If 
you are not sure, enter Randy 
Rennpage, our president.) 
Then follow the directions 
for making your gift. 

To walk with us:
- Email liz.witherell@gmail. 
com and she will send you 
instructions on how to 
register.

 It is my honor to introduce to you our seventh and eighth-grade catechists 
from the 2021-2022 faith formation year.  We look forward to seeing them back in 
the classroom in the fall.

Grades 7 & 8:  
 Grades 7 & 8 focused on getting back to the basics of faith and community 
this year.  Coming off of a year of virtual faith formation, we thought it was best 
to reach these young people where they were coming from and help build relation-
ships and reconnect them with their faith community.  Both classes watched the 
Alpha Youth Series: a series of video sessions exploring the Christian faith, offer-
ing timeless questions about life, faith, and God designed to create conversation 

Laura Bush-Terry:
 My name is Laura Bush-Terry.  My husband Jeff and I have three beauti-
ful daughters.  Our oldest is married.  Her husband is in the Army and stationed in 
Colorado.  Our middle is a gap year and intends on studying as a dental hygienist 
and our youngest is in 8th grade at St. Clare.  I care for both my parents with help 
from Jeff and our daughters at home, as well as work full time.  Our English Lab, 
Ivy, keeps us all in snuggles and kisses!  I love to walk, read, swim and bake (in-
cluding our daughter’s wedding cake!)
  I have been a catechist for about 12 years and started out first at OLSS.  We 
have been parishioners at St. Ambrose for about 9 years.  Being a catechist has been 
very fulfilling, but it was scary at first.  Yet with great mentors, friends, and fellow 
catechists, my confidence has grown and my faith continues to deepen.  I am truly 
blessed and incredibly grateful to be a catechist. 

Class Prayer:
Thank you, Jesus, for your blessings this year.  We have learned more about our 
faith, our Catholic traditions, our Mother Mary and the Saints.  Thank you for Your 
love and guidance.

Daniel Clark:
 Daniel Clark is a native of Grosse Pointe Park who returned to his home-
town with his wife, Christa, to raise a family. As a young man, he received the sac-
rament of Confirmation at St. Ambrose, but it was having children of his own that 
led him back to the Church as an adult. Daniel is a high school teacher, and when 
his eldest, Eva, began catechism, he felt called to join the other volunteers whose 
efforts have the made the religious education program a success; he hopes that his 
experience in the classroom will help him face the challenge of instilling faith in 
young people at a time when so much seems uncertain.

Laura Bush-Terry with her 7th grade classLaura Bush-Terry with her 7th grade class
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The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the
 St. Ambrose Catholic Community

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan

Priest in Solidum: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc
 Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums
Minister of Music: Louise Veltri

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor
Secretary: Mary Urbanski

Sacramental Celebrations
Masses: On the Lord’s Day –
    Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.
    Sunday - 8:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
office a minimum of six months in advance of the 
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

Number of Families ............................ 800 
Returns to date  ............................. 125
Average Gift in '22 ...................$916.00
AoD Quota in ‘22 .....................$93,669
Property/Liability Insurance ... $52,000
Adjusted parish target ......... $145,669
Received as of 9/13/22................  $114,544

2
2

0
2

CSA 
Box Scores

•  Now that we’ve meet the AoD quota, 
anything given to the CSA comes directly 
back to our parish without the usual 7% 
deduction.

•  Donations may be made in stock or 
other negotiables.

•  The insurance premium listed – roughly 
$1,000 a week – is the fund that covers 
our property and liability coverage for 
the parish.

• Scan this QR Code 
with your smart phone 
camera to make your 
donation.

    
  

 Epiphany Education Center grew out of the imagination of two of the IHM 
sisters who taught at St. Ambrose Academy – Sr. Marie Cyril Delisi and Sister Alice 
Baker.
 The Center aligns itself with Samaritan Center’s vision and core values of 
dignity, respect, excellence and self-worth. Both Epiphany and Samaritan Centers are 
participants in the rebuilding of Detroit’s East Side.
 This years fourth annual Spelling Bee will be held on September 22nd  and 
consists of 9 teams of 3 spellers. Registration is $30 for an individual or $60 for a 
3-person team and you must register in advance to compete for the coveted Bee 
trophy! To register your team, email Sandy Mengel at sandramengel@dlcliteracy.org
 

Spelling Bee for Epiphany

Class Prayer:
Lord, it isn’t easy:
 Waking up to get to class,
 Or, uh, mowing grass?
Point is, we’re often lazy
 Specifically in the morning when we are still feeling hazy.
 Getting dressed to look our best,
 Never getting any rest – plus,WW
 Tomorrow we’ve got a test first hour
But Lord I know it’s within Your power
 To take away the stress from me
 And with the happiness a change you’ll see
 We can share this unity, and thus
Y our holy strength is shared with us. Amen!

PROGRAM REMINDERS:
Class Schedules:   Class schedules were emailed to all registered families this 
week via our Flocknote system.  If you did not receive your schedule, please email 
the religious education office:  reled.stambrose@comcast.net.
Opening Liturgy: We look forward to seeing all of our catechists and families in 
church to celebrate the beginning of our faith formation year next Sunday, Septem-
ber 25th, 2022 at 8:30 a.m. 

Kelly Woolums

the 8th grade class with Daniel Clarkthe 8th grade class with Daniel Clark
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Join us on YouTube
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbymBGlQxUF6bUqPct5txFg

Our Sick
 Please pray for those who are 
seriously ill or who are hospitalized:  
Pat Blake, Donald Miriani, Bonnie 
McKenna, Matthew Elias, Mary 
Martin, George Bucec, Emilie 
Kasper, Anna Noto Billings, Eileen 
O’Brien, Liz Linne, Donna Barnes, 
Alexandra Cullen, Charmaine 
Kaptur, Frank Gregory, Alex Billiu, 
Jackie Walkowski, Maria Simcina, 
Brian Tague, Sharif Hannan, 
Shirley Whelan, Anne Purvis, Jerry 
Gutowski, Kevin O’Connor, Albina 
Checki, Judy Sivanov, Matthew 
Brown, Vince LoCicero, Lily Faith, 
Patty Freund, Karen Jordan, Janis 
Ramsey, Colette Gilewicz, Richard 
Strowger and those suffering and 
hospitalized worldwide with covid.

Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 17th - 18th  

Reference # in our Breaking Bread Hymnal or on your iphone using the QR code. 
Choir Prelude: You Are Welcome Here

Entrance: Enter the Journey #646
Psalm: The Cry of the Poor #623 

Preparatory: By Our Love #519
Communion:  A Place At Your Table #348

Choir Meditation: In Perfect Charity  
Recessional: Lord, You Give the Great 

Commision #378 (last 3 verses)

Currently Wayne County shows a MEDIUM level of Covid risk. As a result, St. Ambrose 
Parish is still strongly recommending the wearing of masks in church,
To participate electronically, go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish or better yet, to 
You Tube at www.youtube.com/channel/UCbymBGIQxUF6UqPct5xFg

Monday, September 19
St. Januarius, bishop & martyr
Tuesday, September 20
St. Andrew Kim Tae-gon priest & St. Paul 
Chong Ha-sung & Companions, martyrs
8:30 a.m. – Mass –  Bishop Joe Imesch
Wednesday, September 21
St. Matthew, apostle & evangelist
11:00 – Funeral – Charles Valdez
Thursday, September 22
Weekday 25th week in Ordinary Time
7:00 p.m. – Mass – Joan Maechling
Friday, September 23
St. Pio of Pietrelcina, priest
12:00 p.m. – Intentions of the celebrant
Saturday, September 24
Weekday 25th week of Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. – Mass – For All People
Sunday, September 25
Twenty- sixth week in Ordinary Time
8:30 – Mass – For All People
11:15 – Mass – For All People

Scriptures for the 
25th  Week of Ordinary Time
September 19
 Prv 3: 27-34
 Ps 15: 2-4b, 5
 Lk 8: 16-18
September 20
 Prv 21: 1-6, 10-13
 Ps 119: 1, 27, 30, 34-35, 44
 Lk 8: 19-21
September 21
 Eph 4: 1-7, 11-13
 Ps 19: 2-5
 Mt 9: 9-13
September 22
 Eccl 1: 2-11
 Ps 90: 3-6, 12-14, 17bc
 Lk 9: 7-9
September 23
 Eccl 3: 1-11
 Ps 144: 1b, 2abc, 3-4
   Lk 9: 18-22
September 24
 Eccl 11: 9-12: 8
 Ps 90: 3-6, 12-14, 17
 Lk 9: 43b-45
September 25
 Am 6: 1a, 4-7
 Ps 146: 7-10
 1 Tm 6: 11-16
 Lk 16: 19-31

Liturgy Schedule

Your Envelope Speaks
... the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum of ............... $10,100.00
On Sunday, September 11, 2022On Sunday, September 11, 2022
in envelopes we received ............. $4,288.00in envelopes we received ............. $4,288.00
in the loose collection..................... $882.00in the loose collection..................... $882.00
in electronic donations.................... $3,645.28in electronic donations.................... $3,645.28
for a total of ................................  $8,815.28for a total of ................................  $8,815.28
UnderUnder budget for the week.............    budget for the week.............   $1,284.72$1,284.72
Number of envelopes mailed ................Number of envelopes mailed ................   621   621
Number of envelopes used ...................... 54Number of envelopes used ...................... 54

 The Capuchin Retreat in 
Washington, Michigan  on Tuesdays 
in Fall and Winter welcomes you, 
as well as those from different 
faith traditions, and those who 
don’t have one to a few hours of 
reflection. The morning begins 
with an optional mass at 8:00 a.m., 
registration at 9:00 a.m., and then 
two morning sessions beginning 
at 9:15 a.m. with coffee, tea and 
snacks and ending with lunch. A 
suggested donation to cover costs 
is $40. For more information please 
visit capuchinretreat.org

Mornings of Reflection
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 In a media-hungry age, if Queen Elizabeth II’s role had only been that of ceremo-
nial spectacles and popular crowd-pleasing events, it would quickly have been exposed as 
an illusion — an entertaining Sunday evening diversion like “Downton Abbey.” Indeed, on 
many occasions the press and glossy fashion magazines have done their best to turn it into 
such a production. They never succeeded. As the depth of the public mourning now reveals, 
the queen herself was substance and not illusion. She was always the queen, never a ce-
lebrity.
 The key, so often missed by the media but intuitively grasped by her people, was 
that for her, monarchy was not about privilege; it was about vocation. It was not something 
she had chosen; it had been asked of her, and, with her whole life, she assented. In that 
gracious “yes,” whatever the challenges, criticisms and vicissitudes, personal as well as 
political, the queen showed us how to convert privilege, whatever its form, into service.
 In the life of Queen Elizabeth II, however, we begin to see a strange paradox: her 
stability and authenticity present us with the capacity of monarchy to rescue democracy — 
not through theater or spectacle but by character and deep personal faith. With a monarch 
who can show how to convert privilege to service, authoritarian populism faces a constitu-
tional as well as personal obstacle. A prime minister can be strong, but she or he cannot rise 
to be an authoritarian leader; the crown protects people against such volatile hegemonies. 
It is the queen who, beyond the petty party struggles, became the touchstone of what is 
genuine and of lasting value and the measure of public service.
 The most sacred element in the liturgy of coronation is the anointing. It is a deeply 
private and intimate moment that is hidden from view. The Holy Spirit is invoked. While the 
anointing recalls the Old Testament anointing of Israel’s kings, it also recalls the anointing of 
Christ. In the ancient rite this moment has a sacramental force. In it the monarchy ceases to 
be a ceremonial role only; it becomes a sacred office. To those in her close circle, the queen 
on several occasions spoke of how significant her anointing was for her. She was overcome 
with a great peace; it was a sacramental moment that never left her. It was also received by 
her in deep faith — a faith that she was not embarrassed to profess.
 We can speak lightly and, perhaps, skeptically about the grace of office. In Queen 
Elizabeth, we saw that grace working. Like all grace, it worked through nature. We saw it 
working through 70 years in her own generous nature and gifts; we saw it fulfilled in her fidel-
ity to her vows as Queen and lived in a life of duty, sacrifice and service. Through her, we 
can glimpse how grace may work through the conventions of public office and tradition that 
allowed the queen to be both a symbol and a person, a person of deep humanity, warmth 
and humor.
 There is certainly something prophetic in the faithful dedication to duty and service 
that manifests the best values of public office, especially when there are so many counterex-
amples. In an older sense, such dedication can speak of a sacred covenant between power 
— monarchical or democratic — and the people. It is not dramatic but a constant true note 
and, as such, it can act as a quiet prophetic presence able to renew and correct the politi-
cal order when necessary. We can see it, too, present in all our communities: those whose 
faithful, dedicated service upholds our lives and preserves our humanity.
 The work of the common good takes time and dedication that can be lost in the 
distracting ephemera of contemporary life. In the queen, we can see that this “dignified” di-
mension of government can, in fact, recognize and remind us of the dignity of every member 
of the nation. The quiet prophetic work of a good monarchy has the capacity to call us to be 
our best selves as members of our communities and our nations.
 The queen is dead. Long live the king! The shout goes out, but her memory and 
her legacy does not fade. It remains not only as an example but a question to all who enjoy 
the privileges of birth, wealth, intellect and power. Can you convert your privilege into the 
grace of service? Noblesse oblige — something democracies cannot afford to forget. For 
this reason, the queen’s life has been a gift, and her memory will remain a blessing.
By British Jesuit Fr. James Hanvey. Full article is in the Sept.12th issue of America magazine.
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ChoirChoir
 After a lengthy 
absence due to the Covid 
pandemic, the ministry of 
choir returns to our worship 
in September.

 For now, rehearsals 
will only be held on Sunday 
mornings at 9:45 leading to 
participation at the 11:15 
liturgy. 

  Former choir 
members are invited back – 
new members are welcome.  

 In addition, we 
seek to expand the role of 
the Cantor to the young 
musicians in our parish. 

  There’s lots of 
sacred music that deserves 
to be sung that just cannot 
reasonably be done by a 
congregation. You may want 
to apply your talents to this 
great endeavor.

 

For more 
information, contact 
Louise Veltri 
through the parish 
office at stambrose@
comcast.net or stop 

up in the loft before 
or after Sunday’s 

masses.




