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 In the span of this month, Michigan could go from a 
state with laws protecting the unborn and vulnerable women 
from abortion to a state that permanently guarantees unlimited, 
unregulated abortion.
 Proposal 3 goes far beyond just keeping abortion le-
gal or reinstating the now overturned Roe v. Wade decision. It 
would allow abortions to be performed by anyone, at any point 
in pregnancy, and for any reason. It would throw away state laws 
regulating quality, safety, and inspections for abortion clinics. It 
would remove parental consent requirement for teens seeking 
abortions, and also teens seeking gender reassignment surgeries.
 Proposal 3 would move Michigan far from a society 
where human life is welcomed and where mothers do not have 
to turn to abortion. Voters must reject this extreme proposal and 
allow our state to build a culture that values all human life by 
supporting existing efforts led by pregnancy centers and Catho-
lic Charities agencies to assist mothers in need.
 As Catholics, we believe every person has a right to life, 
which is the fundamental right that makes all other rights pos-
sible. Abortion is a “preeminent” threat to the dignity of human 
life because it is a direct attack on life itself, “the most funda-
mental good and the condition for all others.”
 Already, millions of dollars are pouring into Michigan 
to get Proposal 3 passed, as this measure is seen by many across 
the country as a trial run for similar efforts to expand abortion in 
other states.
 As Catholics who stand for the dignity of all human life 
from conception to natural death, it is time to come together and 
defeat this dangerous proposal. The Catholic bishops of Michi-
gan emphatically urge a NO vote on Proposal 3 and strongly 
urge you to tell every person you know that this amendment 
goes too far on abortion, and to vote NO.
 Proposal 3 is dangerous for Michigan. It will empower 
you to talk with your friends and family about why this amend-
ment must be defeated.
 In addition to upholding the dignity of human life, there 
are several other principles based in Catholic social teaching to 
consider when voting. Go to the Michigan Catholic Conference 
website at micatholic.org/advocacy/focus/2022/protect-life-vote-
no-on-proposal-3/ to equip yourself with the principles rooted in 
the Church’s rich teachings on social justice that are helpful to 
making a well-informed vote on the entire ballot. ■

Abortion is on the ballot in Michigan 
        ... and the stakes could not be higher
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Laws Affected 
by the “Anything Goes”
Abortion Amendment
Because Proposal 3 seeks to create 
a constitutional “right” to “reproductive 
freedom,” this amendment could have 
negative implications for dozens of 
state laws protecting life and regulating 
abortion. Below are examples of laws 
that could be revoked or limited if 
Proposal 3 were to pass:

• Increased penalties for later term 
abortions when babies are fully 
formed. 

• Law requiring babies born alive 
during an abortion be protected 
and cared for. 

• Conscience rights of hospitals 
and doctors who decline to take 
unborn human life. 

• Ban on taxpayer-funded 
Medicaid dollars to pay for 
abortions. 

• Ban on school employees 
from helping a child obtain an 
abortion. 

• Informed consent provisions for 
an abortion, such as a 24-hour 
waiting period, information on 
fetal development and abortion 
procedures, and ultrasound 
viewing. 

• Respectful disposal of fetal 
remains.

    “Let’s not pretend that this 
constitutional amendment is 
simply about creating a so-
called ‘right’ to an abortion. 
 It goes much, much 
farther than that.”

- John Bursch
Former Michigan Solicitor General

Get a costume and some friends and Get a costume and some friends and 
meet us on Friday, October 28meet us on Friday, October 28thth for an  for an 

evening of fun and adventure.evening of fun and adventure.

Through a series of clues, the rally Through a series of clues, the rally 
leads you to locations all over the leads you to locations all over the 

Grosse Pointes.  A team accumulates Grosse Pointes.  A team accumulates 
points for accuracy and creativity – points for accuracy and creativity – 
like those who show up in costume!like those who show up in costume!

Admission is $35 per person and in-Admission is $35 per person and in-
cludes a late night supper after the cludes a late night supper after the 

Rally at a mystery location!Rally at a mystery location!

So get your maps out and be ready to So get your maps out and be ready to 
program your GPS!program your GPS!

To register, visit www.stambrose-To register, visit www.stambrose-
church.net,church.net,

call (313) 822-2814call (313) 822-2814
or scan this QR Code!or scan this QR Code!
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All
ThingsConsidered

2022 
St. Ambrose RAFFLE

winners!
• Sylvia Graham of Grosse Pointe Park
• The Brennan Family
• Kathleen Brogan of Grosse Pointe 
• John Carroll of Grosse Pointe Park
• Anna Balow of Detroit

• Nicole Jensen of Grosse Pointe Woods
• Mary James Haynes of Detroit
• Marilyn Potenga of Warren
• Matt Barrett of Grosse Pointe Park
• Greg Urbiel of Grosse Pointe Park

 The strong sales of this year’s 
(non) Oysterfest Raffle is a testament 
to the dedication and resiliency of Am-
brosians.  Don’t be misled by the dif-
ferent geographical area represented in 
this listing of winners. All are actually 
registered and active parishioners. I 
can’t think of any time in past raffles 
that this was the case.  
 The State of Michigan care-
fully monitors gaming events like this, 
so we had to pre-
pare a detailed re-
port regarding sales 
and winners.  From 
that information we 
know that this year’s 
raffle netted exactly 
$16,020. When you 
add one of the prizes 
given back and the 
prize money donat-
ed this year by Bill 
Sumner, the profit-
ability increases to 
$26,020.
 In order to 
keep everything on 
the up-and-up with 
the State, we were obligated to hold the 
raffle at the location printed – which 
would have been the Kercheval site 
of the Oysterfest.  Take a look at the 
ticket drawing videoed and posted on 
our website.
 While we took a calculated 
loss on the Oysterfest itself, your par-
ticipation in the raffle helps fill that 
budget hole.  You’re all winners!
  XXX
 Last week, the priests in our 
Family of Parishes completed our 
“covenant” agreement.  It is a compre-
hensive document which details the ba-
sis of our cooperation in multiple areas 
of parish life.  Although we were seven 
weeks delayed in finishing, we are only 
the fourth family in our vicariate of ten 

to have moved things to this juncture.  
At least two families out of ten have 
yet to begin the process.  I suspect that 
is pretty much average as to how Wave 
Two of the program is going. No sur-
prise. A change of this historic magni-
tude should probably take a generation, 
not months. 
  XXX
 We had a “slow roll-out” of 
the pew restoration project last week-
end.  The goal is to put the interior of 
the church building in top form in time 
for its centennial in 2026 (the 110th year 
of the parish). We had a donation lined 
up which would have covered half the 
cost of refinishing all the pews, but the 
recent drop in the stock market saw that 
gift evaporate. Yet when we informed 

the wood working company that there 
would be no money for pew refinish-
ing anytime soon, they offered to work 
with us on a piecemeal basis.
 The timing may not be op-
timal, but I remember that Cardinal 
Maida once told me that some of his 
most successful endeavors were begun 
in poor economic times.  Hence, the 
“Save Us A Seat” project.
 A sample of how a refinished 
pew looks is located in the center of 
the nave on the West side of the build-
ing. Examine it and appreciate that the 
backs of the seats are Oak while the 
seats are Elm, which explains the dif-
ference in grains.
 Look at the subtle structural 
changes. The center supports have 

all been recut out of new oak and the 
kneelers have been reconfigured in 
a lighter, shorter way. The kneeler 
hardware is now aluminum, making it 
stronger.  When our pews were made in 
the mid 1920s, aluminum had not yet 
entered the market as a hardware mate-
rial; neither had the automotive conver-
sion varnish which has been applied in 
a triple coat.
 The last time we refinished the 
pews, we did it as a subscription item, 
with each pew’s cost factored out.  This 
is a manageable way for us to proceed 
again.  A lot of people have a “favorite 
pew” and some people have memories 
of past relatives and family who “al-
ways sat there.”  
 The cost is $132 per linear 

foot. That includes 
disassembling all the 
pews; taking them to 
the factory in Ubly, 
Michigan; sanding, 
staining and refinish-
ing them; rebuilding 
the kneelers with new 
hardware; returning 
them to the church 
and reanchoring them.  
 The refinish-
ers are motivated to 
move on this project  
– with a window of 
opportunity between 
now and the end of 
January – in spite of 

my repeated assertions that there is no 
money in the budget for this project.  
So rather than see whole sections of 
seats go out at once, they will go out 
as donors come forward.  For shipping 
reasons, it’s probably best for this to be 
done in batches of 10 pews. If you want 
to participate, consult the donor tag 
posted at the end of the pew.  If there 
is none, that indicates that the pew has 
already been spoken for.  Consult with 
us regarding the master list.
 Over the years, we’ve spent a 
significant amount on programming, 
maintenance, utilities, plus a long list 
of non-glamorous essential things. I 
would certainly like to see the interior 
of our magnificent church in top form 
for the building’s centennial.  TRP
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Faith Formation Station
St.St. Ambrose  Ambrose 
Liturgical Liturgical 
ChoirChoir
 After a lengthy 
absence due to the Covid 
pandemic, the ministry 
of choir returns to our 
worship in September.

 For now, rehearsals 
will only be held on 
Sunday mornings at 9:45 
leading to participation at 
the 11:15 liturgy. 

  Former choir 
members are invited 
back – new members are 
welcome.  

 In addition, we 
seek to expand the role of 
the Cantor to the young 
musicians in our parish. 

  There’s lots of 
sacred music that deserves 
to be sung that just cannot 
reasonably be done by a 
congregation. You may 
want to apply your talents 
to this great endeavor.

 

For more 
information, 
contact Louise 
Veltri through 
the parish office at 

stambrose@comcast.
net or stop up in 

the loft before 
or after 
Sunday’s 
masses.

 This Sunday, October 2nd, we open our classrooms for our students and 
families for another year of faith formation.  As encouraged by our bishops, the 
focus nationwide for Catholic catechesis is on the “Real Presence” of Christ in the 
Eucharist.  In faith formation we must not only point our students to Jesus in the 
Eucharist by teaching them about the Eucharist, we must stir in them a desire to 
encounter Jesus and to make the choice to live as disciples.  
 At our beginning of this year’s catechist meeting, the faithful St. Ambrose 
team of catechists sat down to break apart this theme for the year and how it ap-
plies to our program.  We prayed together and then reflected on how, as part of the 
new evangelization, we are called to encounter and accompaniment.  We brain-
stormed what is our mission and our purpose along with what are our goals and 
hopes are for the year. Most importantly, we talked about how we can connect faith 
to our students’ lives, to the liturgy, to the parish, and to the greater community.
 
 Here are some goals and ideas that came out of that session:
• Excite students to become followers of Christ
• Create an environment where students feel safe and loved at church and in class
• To help students grow in the service of the Lord: help the needy, the sick, etc.
• To guide students on a meaningful journey of faith
• To be light accompanied by proper formation vs. popular culture, being that 

light, instilling in our students that they always have a home in Christ/Church.  
• Make faith formation fun and relatable to our students
• Share our faith life and have fun
• Practice what we preach
• Give students examples of how God has touched our lives 
• Encourage students to participate and share their thoughts and experiences
• Let the Holy Spirit guide us
• To connect with shared readings, discussions, prayer and creative activities
• Encourage Mass attendance and family participation 
• Encourage service projects:  food & clothing drives, support shelters, etc.
• Discipleship-building, trusting in God and His calling to us to be in His likeness
• More intentional faith formation vs. religious education

 I want to thank our catechists, classroom assistants, and office staff for 
answering the call to the ministry of catechesis.  May God bless the work of all of 
our hands and hearts working together this year.  We are truly grateful for the fol-
lowing volunteers:
• Kindergarten:  Melissa Villarreal-Keast – Catechist.  
• Grade 1:  Colleen Gatzke, Mary Grech – Catechists.  
 Nathan Grech – Assistant. 
• Grade 2: Melissa Keagle, Jessica Kodanko, Tim Zilli – Catechists.  
 Ava Biter – Assistant.
• Third Grade: Rachel McKenzie, Cassidy Woolums – Catechists.  
• Fourth Grade: Lauri Read, Kurt Vatalaro – Catechists.  
 Liam O’Byrne – Assistant.
• Fifth Grade: Sebastien Foka, Brendan O’Byrne – Catechists.   
 Kiernan Tague  - Assistant.
• Sixth Grade:  Lindsay Decker, Rachel Hartung, Matt Utley – Catechists.
• Seventh Grade: Elizabeth Puleo-Tague, Grant Ruttinger – Catechists. 
• Eighth Grade: Laura Bush-Terry – Catechist.   Jack Vethacke – Assistant.
• Ninth Grade: Daniel Clark– Catechist. 
• Office:  Mary Myers, Vince Rouleau
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The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the
 St. Ambrose Catholic Community

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan

Priest in Solidum: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc
 Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums
Minister of Music: Louise Veltri

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor
Secretary: Mary Urbanski

Sacramental Celebrations
Masses: On the Lord’s Day –
    Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.
    Sunday - 8:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
office a minimum of six months in advance of the 
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

Number of Families ............................ 800 
Returns to date  ............................. 123 
Average Gift in '22 ...................$945.00
AoD Quota in ‘22 .....................$93,669
Property/Liability Insurance ... $52,000
Adjusted parish target ......... $145,669
Received as of  9/29/22................ $114.998

2
2

0
2

CSA 
Box Scores

•  Now that we’ve meet the AoD quota, 
anything given to the CSA comes directly 
back to our parish without the usual 7% 
deduction.

•  Donations may be made in stock or 
other negotiables.

•  The insurance premium listed – roughly 
$1,000 a week – is the fund that covers 
our property and liability coverage for 
the parish.

• Scan this QR Code 
with your smart phone 
camera to make your 
donation.

PROGRAM REMINDERS:
 Class #1:  October 2, 2022, 9:45-11:00 a.m. at Merit Academy.  Parents 
are reminded to check their emails on Friday for our weekly Friday Flocknotes 
communications.  Our program policies, calendar, and class schedules were in-
cluded in this week’s email.
 Saintly Pumpkins: This is a longstanding tradition and a component of 
the religious education program at St. Ambrose.  Each year Fr. Tim selects a group 
of Saints to be studied in the religious education classes.  On the Sunday closest to 
the Feast of All Saints, the students in each grade decorate a pumpkin to represent 
their designated Saint of study.  These pumpkins are highlighted during the homily. 
At the end of Mass parishioners are invited to vote for a favorite saintly pumpkin 
by making a donation in a canister placed in front of the displayed pumpkin.  All 
donations go to St. Ambrose’s St. Vincent de Paul Society.  
 This year the theme for the selected Saints is Patrons & Protectors / Oc-
cupations.The Pumpkin All Saints Celebration this year will take place at the 11:15 
a.m. Mass on October 30th.  All families and catechists are invited to attend.  Hos-
pitality will be provided afterward on the plaza – weather permitting.

Kelly Woolums

Vocations: Discernment Weekend, 
Thursday, October 20-Sunday, October 23, 2022

A Discernment Weekend is a unique experience for men 
(ages 18-55) from the Archdiocese of Detroit who feel a call 

to the priesthood. Spending four days living at the seminary 
provides them with a first-hand opportunity to see what it’s like 

from the inside and to discern with like-minded men. If you know any men 
who are interested and would like more information, please contact us: https://
detroitpriestlyvocations.com/discern-the-priesthood/discernment-weekend/. 
Those interested must have a meeting with Fr. Craig Giera, Director of Priestly 
Vocations, before they are allowed to register.

Mornings of Reflection
 The Capuchin Retreat in Washington, Michigan, on Tuesdays 
in Fall and Winter welcomes you, as well as those from different faith 
traditions (and those who don’t have one) to a few hours of reflection. The 
morning begins with an optional mass at 8:00 a.m., registration at 9:00 
a.m., and then two morning sessions beginning at 9:15 a.m. with coffee, 
tea and snacks and ending with lunch. A suggested donation to cover costs 
is $40. For information please visit capuchinretreat.org

Invitation to Serve
 The Society of St. Vincent dePaul ministers to families in need.  The 
SVdP Conference in our parish is a network of friends, inspired by Gospel values, 
growing in holiness and building a more just world through personal relationships 
and service to neighbors in need.
 Those who feel inclined to follow this ministry will be given training 
called an Ozanam Orientation named for the SVdP founder, Frederic Ozanam.  
Each new member works with experienced Vincentians in visiting and assisting 
those in need.
 This ministry is not for everyone. Most Vincentians realize they were not 
the ones to choose this work for Christ. They were chosen, perhaps because of a 
deeper need within them to serve in a concrete way.  
 If you feel called to the work of the SVdP, talk with us.  Or contact the St. 
Ambrose Confraternity through the Rectory office, 313-822-2814.
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Join us on YouTube
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbymBGlQxUF6bUqPct5txFg

Our Sick
 Please pray for those who are 
seriously ill or who are hospitalized:  
Pat Blake, Donald Miriani, Bonnie 
McKenna, Matthew Elias, Mary 
Martin, George Bucec, Emilie 
Kasper, Anna Noto Billings, Eileen 
O’Brien, Liz Linne, Donna Barnes, 
Alexandra Cullen, Charmaine 
Kaptur, Frank Gregory, Alex Billiu, 
Jackie Walkowski, Maria Simcina, 
Brian Tague, Sharif Hannan, Shirley 
Whelan, Anne Purvis, Jeanene 
Maples, Kevin O’Connor, Albina 
Checki, Judy Sivanov, Matthew 
Brown, Vince LoCicero, Lily Faith, 
Patty Freund, Karen Jordan, Janis 
Ramsey, Colette Gilewicz, Richard 
Strowger and those suffering and 
hospitalized worldwide with Covid.

Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 1st - 2nd  

Reference # in our Breaking Bread Hymnal or on your iphone using the QR code. 

Entrance: We Walk by Faith #505 
Psalm: Shelter Me, O God #475

Preparatory: Dwelling Place #510
Communion: One bread, One Body #337 

Recessional: Blest be the Lord #444

Currently Wayne County shows a MEDIUM level of Covid risk. As a result, St. Ambrose 
Parish is still strongly recommending the wearing of masks in church,
To participate electronically, go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish or better yet, to 
You Tube at www.youtube.com/channel/UCbymBGIQxUF6UqPct5xFg

Monday, October 3
Weekday 27th week in Ordinary Time
Tuesday, October 4
St. Francis of Assisi
8:30 a.m. – Mass – Joseph Hudson
Wednesday, October 5
St. Faustina Kowalska, virgin &
Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos, priest
Thursday, October 6
St. Bruno, priest &
Blessed Mary Rose Durocher, virgin
7:00 p.m. – Mass – Andrew Harrison;
Shirley Jackowski
Friday, October 7
Our Lady of the Rosary
12:00 p.m. – Funeral, Kathleen Mooney
Saturday, October 8
Weekday 27th week in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. – Mass – For All People
Sunday, October 9
Twenty- eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 – Mass – For All People
11:15 – Mass – For All People

Scriptures for the 
27th  Week of Ordinary Time
October 3
 Gal 1: 6-12
 Ps 111: 1b-2, 7-9, 10c
 Lk 10: 25-37
October 4
 Gal 1: 13-24
 Ps 139: 1b-3, 13-15
 Lk 10: 38-42
October 5
 Gal 2: 1-2, 7-14
 Ps 117: 1bc, 2
 Lk 11: 1-4
October 6
 Gal 3: 1-5
 (Ps) Lk 1: 69-75
 Lk 11: 5-13
October 7
 Gal 3: 7-14
 Ps 111: 1b-6
   Lk 11: 15-26
October 8
 Gal 3: 22-28
 Ps 105: 2-7
 L 11: 27-28
October 9
 2 Kgs 5: 14-17
 Ps 98: 1-4
 2 Tm 2: 8-13
 Lk 17: 11-19 

Liturgy Schedule

Your Envelope Speaks
... the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum of ............... $10,100.00
On Sunday, September 25, 2022On Sunday, September 25, 2022
in envelopes we received ............. $4,466.00in envelopes we received ............. $4,466.00
in the loose collection..................in the loose collection..................   $2,827.00   $2,827.00
in electronic donations.................... $3,043.15in electronic donations.................... $3,043.15
for a total of ................................  $10,336.15for a total of ................................  $10,336.15
Over budget for the week..............   Over budget for the week..............   $$236.15236.15
Number of envelopes mailed ................Number of envelopes mailed ................   621   621
Number of envelopes used ...................... 41Number of envelopes used ...................... 41

 Gerald Edward Gutowski, 
the husband of our former Religious 
Education Director – Bernadette, died 
on September 21 21stst after a lengthy ill-
ness. His funeral was celebrated at 
St. Vincent Ferrer Parish in Madison 
Heights on September 26th with Fr. John 
Esper and Tim Pelc concelebrating.
 Born on April 1, 1947, he 
grew up in St. Florian Parish in Ham-
tramck where he sang in the choir and 
performed in school musicals. Later in 
life he would share the stage with his 
grandchildren when he performed in 
White Christmas and Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat at 
Warren Civic Theatre. Gerry also min-
istered as a cantor at St. Denis Parish 
in Madison Heights. 
 In addition to being a proud 
skilled tradesman at Chrysler for 41 
years. Gerald was a devoted family 
man. He coached girls’ soccer and nev-
er missed any of his kids’ or grandkids’ 
baseball or soccer games – even up to a 
month before his passing. 
 Gerald is survived by his wife 
of 52 years, Bernadette, his daughter, 
Geri Elise (Brian) Conner, as well 
as sisters Susan (Ted) Gray, Deb-
bie Strucienski and Kathie (Mickey) 
Pokoj. He leaves 4 grandchildren: 
Jonah, Noah (Rachel), Kerrigan and 
Ella, many sister-in-laws and brother-
in-laws along with several nieces and 
nephews. Burial was at White Chapel 
Cemetery in Troy.

Our Dead
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Here are some scenes from our all-Here are some scenes from our all-
class mass for the opening of our class mass for the opening of our 
Faith Formation program year. The Faith Formation program year. The 
homily was based on the first read-homily was based on the first read-
ing from the Prophet  Amos, Prophet ing from the Prophet  Amos, Prophet 
of Social Justice. of Social Justice. 




