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In 2021 St. Ambrose Parish was incorporated as its own legal entity.  The following is a portion of the President’s Report 
submitted at our annual board meeting with representatives of the Archdiocese last week.

 As St. Ambrose begins its 107th year as a parish – it will be the second time in its history that it has navigated through 
a world-wide pandemic socially and economically. St. Ambrose is a parish that survived the 2020-22 catastrophe with mini-
mal damage. We were able to maintain services, and quickly added an electronic ministry component for mass and religious 
education. We were able to maintain our staff employment through the pandemic and this year afforded them a full cost of liv-
ing increase. Shortly before the pandemic, we fortuitously conducted a successful drive to increase electronic giving; overall, 
electronic giving has increased 62 percent since that time. We continued to maintain and create opportunities to gather socially 
as a parish. All of these things combined helped St. Ambrose maintain much of its outreach and services.
 Yet, the pandemic was and is a huge challenge for St. Ambrose Parish’s ministries. Programs and many of our liturgi-
cal ministries have not returned to pre-pandemic numbers. Attendance at Mass (although in line with or slightly better than 
national numbers) has also not rebounded as robustly as we would like. We have begun multiple small actions that we hope 
will increase both attendance and mission outreach participation, including one-on-one outreach to parishioners. 
 A larger challenge than the pandemic has been the disastrous flood of June 2021. This impacted all of our parish build-
ings as well as a vast portion of the residences and businesses of the Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park area.  As of this report, the 
rectory offices and school building are back in operation. The ARK and convent property are still months away from being in 
service. The loss of the ARK gathering space, in particular, slows down both parish and community rebuilding.  We estimate 
that it may take as much as six more additional months before restoration of these areas is accomplished. It is our understand-
ing that St. Ambrose Parish suffered the largest insurance claim among all the Michigan Catholic parishes in FY 2021-22. That 
demonstrates the severity of the damage sustained.
 In the midst of the pandemic and flood, we were also called to radically restructure the parish in the Family of Par-
ishes model. It is a daunting task. Just last month, the priests in our Family of Parishes completed our “covenant” agreement. 
This comprehensive document details the basis of our cooperation in multiple areas of parish life. Although we were seven 
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weeks delayed in finishing, we are only the fourth family in 
our vicariate to have moved things to this juncture. We un-
derstand that this is pretty much average for Wave Two of the 
program. No surprise. A change of this historic magnitude 
should probably take a generation, not months — especially 
during a pandemic and a comprehensive parish rebuilding.
 The Missionary Strategic Plan for our Family of Par-
ishes (St. Paul, St. Clare, St. Ambrose, and St. Matthew), has 
begun to take form as we have completed the lengthy process 
of forming the covenant.  The priests in our Family have a 
good working relationship, one that has developed and grown 
over the years. 
 The St. Ambrose Religious Education Program is 
a highly effective part of parish life and the second largest 
in our Family of Parishes. Covering Kindergarten through 
Grade 9, the program helps guide students on a meaningful 
journey of faith, gives students examples of how God has 
touched our lives and helps students grow in the service of 
the Lord by encouraging service projects. 

Parishioners
 In terms of sacraments and rites, scheduled funerals 
at St. Ambrose have increased 5 percent over the previous 
year. New parish registrations and baptisms have increased 
at a slightly higher pace – around 6 percent higher than the 
previous year.
 St. Ambrose continues to monitor Covid numbers in 
Wayne County and when cases increase (as they tend to do 
periodically) we encourage wearing masks when attending 
Masses, weddings, or funerals. We still maintain distancing 
measures in church, as well. Some parishioners do not re-
spond positively to social distancing and/or masking prac-
tices – even if “suggested” and not made mandatory. This 
has resulted in a handful of parishioners communicating their 
displeasure. Conversely, we get about an equal amount of 
mass attendees who express their appreciation for finding a 
place to worship that still observes pandemic protocols. 
 St. Ambrose Parish encompasses both Grosse Pointe 
Park and the City of Detroit. The St. Ambrose Conference of 
the St. Vincent de Paul is extremely active in helping the poor 
and those living on the margins within the neighborhoods in 
our area through food distribution and food gift card pro-
grams. The Conference follows the mission to feed, clothe, 
house, and heal – to bring wholeness and healing for all. 
 St. Ambrose has one of the more active St. Vincent 
DePaul Comferences in the vicariate. Most of our Christian 
Service Missionary work is done in collaboration with them. 
At the height of the pandemic, ironically, requests for assis-
tance through St. Vincent DePaul declined slightly; this was 
likely due to the stimulus checks – Economic Impact Pay-
ments – that were made to the American people. Since the 
country began to “go back to work and school” and long af-
ter stimulus payments ended, requests for assistance from St. 
Vincent DePaul increased and continue to be steady.

Observations on the Family Pastoral Council 
and the Parish Finance Council
 The final meeting of the St. Ambrose Pastoral Coun-
cil took place in June of this year, just before the change-over 
to the Family of Parishes model. The new Family Pastoral 
Council has yet to be configured. The Parish Finance Coun-
cil has a very full agenda and met again only a few days 
ago.  Key issues were the negotiation of the renewal of the 
contract for the Charter School and our property and infra-
structure issues that emerged following the flood.
 We were able to absorb into the Parish Finance 
Council some of the individuals from the former Parish Pas-
toral Council. In addition, an ad-hoc Infrastructure Commit-
tee has been formed to manage the civil and long-range prop-
erty issues that might make us vulnerable to future flooding. 
This group has excellent relationships with city, county, and 
state government. It has been meeting for a year now in 
monthly sessions and sometimes more frequently than that. 
It will continue to meet as long as there is need.
 The area that comes up most frequently in our Fami-
ly of Parishes discussions is a more comprehensive Religious 
Education program. St. Ambrose and St. Paul already have 
a working relationship in terms of children’s programming. 
Upcoming staff changes in the FoP structure will create even 
greater opportunities for this to happen. The strength of our 
St. Ambrose Religious Education program has been an ac-
tive Adult Education component that has been in place for 
more than 30 years. The flood and loss of meeting space has 
sidelined this activity to a degree but will return to full force 
when the ARK building re-opens in the new calendar year.
 There is need to look at filling a pastoral ministry 
position that was vacated upon the retirement of the Domini-
can Sisters. This job would assist in multiple areas of parish 
life, including outreach missions as well as supporting edu-
cational/liturgical ministries.

Physical Plant
 In a certain sense, the physical plant, although al-
ways in need of attention, has never been better. Following 
the rebuilding from the flood of ’21, the physical condition 
of a great portion of the parish has undergone a major update. 
This includes complete electrical upgrades for two buildings 
as well as new boilers, some A/C units, elevators, and kitch-
en equipment. This also includes a new telephone system for 
two buildings and upgraded offices.
 A building audit is a work in progress and will be 
reassessed when the flood restorations are complete. This is 
made easier because of the inventory conducted by the con-
tractor as things were removed after the flood.
 The church (1926) and rectory (1947) are noble 
pieces of architecture which always need some sort of un-
expected repair – particularly with water issues. Both slate 
roofs have been replaced within the last 25 years. The church 
parking lot is 22 years old and been repaired and resurfaced 
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All
ThingsConsidered

 From the early centuries of 
Christianity, November 1st and 2nd have 
been observed as days to remember the 
dead. And from the beginning, these 
feasts have been a strange mixture of 
religious and secular customs.
 You can trace elements of 
that mix most clearly to Celtic lands 
where November marks the beginning 
of death in nature with a lot of Druid 
overtones. But at the same time, Chris-
tian Rome – in a temperate climate and 
with some pagan baggage of its own – 
was holding a festival for All the Saints 
which they celebrated with Mass in the 
Pantheon, a Roman temple dedicated to 
all the gods.
 The cross-fertilization of secu-
lar and sacred celebrations during this 
time of year gave the Protestant Re-
formers in the 15th and 16th centuries 
the “willies.”  So they did their best to 
stamp out all vestiges of All Saints/All 
Souls Day.  That is still a popular cause 
for many evangelical churches who, 
devoid of its liturgical history, can see  
only the goofy goblins, etc. No wonder 
they abhor the custom.
 But for Catholics, and other 
mainline sacramental churches, all over 
Europe and in South America these two 
days are embraced with special com-
memorations in church to remember 
the dead and visits to cemeteries. We 
are comfortable living with a holiday 
that has mixed parentage.
 You’re going to see that here 
next Sunday when we celebrate our an-
nual Saintly Pumpkins Mass at 11:15.  
That’s when the kids in our Religious 
Education Program will prepare pump-
kins in the visage of Saints of centuries 
past – our ancestors who have gone be-
fore us, yet still remain with us.
 Next week’s 11:15 mass will 
be live broadcast.  You can access our 
liturgy with the kids anytime after that, 
as well.

 All Saints Day, November 1st 

is marked by the Catholic Church as 
a special feast day and is a Holy Day 
of Obligation for Catholics in this and 
many other countries. Here at St. Am-
brose, we will offer two masses on that 
day; one at 10:00 in the morning and 
another at 7:00 at night.  It’s at that 
Tuesday evening Mass that we will pay 
tribute to the lives of those who have 
been buried from St. Ambrose during 
the past twelve months.  When possi-
ble, please join us for one of these great 
Masses. Our plan is to also live stream 
the evening service on that day.
  XXX

 There was a time in American 
Catholic Church history when our bish-
ops thought it was a good idea to make 
themselves the “corporation sole” of all 
their parishes. The history of that deci-
sion is complex. But without going into 
detail, it probably was a realistic and 
necessary thing in an era of strong eth-
nic parishes that had lay trustee boards 
that exerted fierce independent gover-
nance over them.  
 Today, the idea of a bishop be-
ing the corporation sole of every entity 
in his diocese is something that many 
do not want since it makes them a ripe 
target for litigation. It is also downright 
risky for the Catholic laity that has a fi-
nancial stake in their churches, schools 
and other institutions.  

 In reality, the “corporation 
sole” in the person of the bishop was 
never the way that universal Church 
law saw things working. According 
to Canon law, each parish and diocese 
has its own unique set of rights and re-
sponsibilities, including the obligation 
to administer its property. The separate 
incorporation of parishes is the civil 
law structure that most accurately re-
flects our ecclesiastical law and theolo-
gy. Creating non-profit parish corpora-
tions is the simplest and most effective 
way of ensuring that the rights of par-
ishes, schools, hospitals, cemeteries, 
etc., regarding their property are re-
spected not only in church law, but in 
civil law.
 The first step in the incorpora-
tion process here began in 2018 when 
the Archdiocese began transferring 
parish and other Church-affiliated real 
estate to Mooney Real Estate Holdings 
(MREH). The majority of properties 
were successfully titled under MREH 
by the end of 2018. The next step in 
this process involved creating the par-
ish corporations. St. Ambrose became 
its own corporate entity in July of 
2021. In March of this year, our hold-
ings from MREH were transferred to 
the entity of St. Ambrose Parish.
 Today’s front page is an ab-
breviated report I submitted at our sec-
ond corporate meeting held last week.  
There were multiple other items dis-
cussed including the progress we are 
making on restoring our flood dam-
aged property, and a number of con-
gratulations to the parish for the fiscal 
strength it has shown during the pan-
demic — especially in our support of 
the Catholic Services Appeal. 
 Parish incorporation should 
not be confused with the Family of Par-
ishes mergers. In fact, in many regards 
these ideas don’t harmonize well. How 
do you have an independent corpora-
tion that is actually part of a group? 
Or if the FoP moderator is the “chief 
cheese”, what does that mean for the 
Priest in Solidum who is the technical 
president along with his independent 
finance council?  Better minds are in 
the process of handling this conun-
drum. TRP

 November 1st

 November 1st is All Saints 
Day, which this year falls on a Tuesday.
 It is a Holy Day of Obliga-
tion for U.S. Catholics.  There will 
be a morning mass at 10:00 a.m. and 
an evening mass at 7:00 p.m. where we 
will remember in a special way those 
who have died and were buried from 
our parish in the past twelve months.
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The Buzz

 In just weeks, Michigan could go 
from a state with laws protecting the un-
born and vulnerable women from abor-
tion to a state that permanently guaran-
tees unlimited, unregulated abortion.
 Proposal 3 goes far beyond just 
keeping abortion legal or reinstating the 
now overturned Roe v. Wade decision.
 It would allow abortions to be 
performed by anyone, at any point in 
pregnancy, and for any reason. It would 
throw away state laws regulating quality, 
safety, and inspections for abortion clin-
ics. It would remove parental consent 
requirement for teens seeking abor-
tions, and also teens seeking gender 
reassignment surgeries.
 Proposal 3 would move Mich-
gan far from a society where human life 
is welcomed and where mothers do not 
have to turn to abortion. Voters must re-
ject this extreme proposal and allow our 
state to build a culture that values all hu-
man life by supporting existing efforts 
led by pregnancy centers and Catholic 
Charities agencies to assist mothers in 
need.
 As Catholics, we believe every 
person has a right to life, which is the 
fundamental right that makes all other 
rights possible. Abortion is a “preemi-
nent” threat to the dignity of human life 
because it is a direct attack on life itself, 
“the most fundamental good and the 
condition for all others.”
 Millions of dollars are pouring 
into Michigan to get Proposal 3 passed, 
as this measure is seen by many across 
the country as a trial run for similar ef-
forts to expand abortion in other states.
 As Catholics who stand for the 
dignity of all human life from concep-
tion to natural death, it is time to come 
together and defeat this dangerous pro-
posal. The Catholic bishops of Michigan 
emphatically urge a NO vote on Propos-
al 3 and strongly urge you to tell every 
person you know that this amendment 
goes too far on abortion, and to vote NO.

The Michigan Catholic Conference

Proposal 3: 
“Any -Thing Goes”  It really is hard to believe we are entering the last full week of Oc-

tober. After today, there are only four Sundays left in the Church's liturgi-
cal year, wrapping up the weekend prior to Thanksgiving. Advent begins 
on the last Sunday of November, just a few days after Thanksgiving. It will 
bring us to a brand new year/cycle in the prayer life of the faith community.  


 Speaking of Thanksgiving, today's Gospel passage reminded me of a mass 
celebrated on the eve of the holiday many years ago in the first parish where I worked.  
The same passage was used.  We dramatically acted out the reading: I was the Phar-
isee, and the chairperson of the Worship Commission was the tax collector.  We 
even did our parts from appropriate locations inside the church.  I have to say it was 
a long-term humbling experience for me because people who were there in the wor-
shiping assembly kept reminding me what I was like that night for years afterwards!
 All the readings this weekend could be seen as having a thematic thread 
of humility running through them.  But what really is humility?!  I bet that when 
you hear or read the word, you have some mental image of what humility looks 
or sounds like.  Maybe some person comes to mind as a living example of it.  But 
what really is humility?  How would you answer if asked if you have it?  Why so?
 I think that a good definition of humility might be another "h" word – "hon-
esty."  Humility comes from the same root word as humus – soil, earth.  And what did 
Genesis say we're made of?!  So let's be honest about ourselves.  What has God made 
us to be?  Let's think of ourselves as "all that" – nothing more on our own, but noth-
ing less either.  And comparing and judging others serves honest humility not at all.


   Because of Baptism (not Ordination), all of us are joined as mem-
bers of the Body of Christ and called by Him to join in His mission of spread-
ing the Good News of salvation to everyone in our world.  And our world sure 
seems to need it more now than ever before!  Perhaps most of us are called to 
accomplish this mission in smaller geographical spheres of home, neighborhood, 
work, marketplace, leisure and occasional travel.  Others are called to exercise 
Christ's ministry in much farther-reaching locales – even to the ends of the earth.
 Today is designated as World Mission Sunday. The special envelope 
in our October pack allows us to join in and support in a small way the bigger 
reach of the Church to people around the globe.  Let's be generous in our gifts 
to this effort both locally and throughout the world with the use of this envelope. 


 Next Sunday's Gospel has the story about Jesus calling and connect-
ing with Zacchaeus.  If you or someone you know is perceiving a call from the 
Lord to join Him in the fullness of the table of the Catholic Community, the 
RCIA process may just help you with your answer.  Contact me anytime for 
more details.  There is no cost, no obligation, no strings attached to this offer.
 Also, coming up on the Sunday before Thanksgiving, the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation (for adults) is scheduled to take place at Blessed Sacra-
ment Cathedral.  If you have never been confirmed, and would like to complete 
your sacramental initiation into the Church, please let Fr. Pelc or myself know 
and we will assist with whatever small amount of preparation may be needed.

Chuck Dropiewski

 P.S. Since the last BUZZ, my parish email account was hacked.  Many, many 
people connected to my address book received phony emails in my name asking for 
a "favor."  Thankfully no one seems to have been taken in by this scam. Comcast 
was alerted early on, but in response, they shut down my address; nothing in or out 
could be accessed for almost a week.  If by chance you sent me anything by email 
beginning with Friday, October 7, please let me know.  Thanks for understanding.

c.d.
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The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the
 St. Ambrose Catholic Community

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan

Priest in Solidum: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc
 Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums
Minister of Music: Louise Veltri

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor
Secretary: Mary Urbanski

Sacramental Celebrations
Masses: On the Lord’s Day –
    Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.
    Sunday - 8:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
office a minimum of six months in advance of the 
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

Number of Families ............................ 800 
Returns to date  ............................. 1 2 9
Average Gift in '22 ...................$900.00
AoD Quota in ‘22 .....................$93,669
Property/Liability Insurance ... $52,000
Adjusted parish target ......... $145,669
Received as of 10/17/22................ $116,148

2
2

0
2

    CSA 
    Box Scores

•  Now that we’ve meet the AoD quota, 
anything given to the CSA comes directly 
back to our parish without the usual 7% 
deduction.

•  Donations may be made in stock or 
other negotiables.

•  The insurance premium listed – roughly 
$1,000 a week – is the fund that covers 
our property and liability coverage for 
the parish.

• Scan this QR Code 
with your smart phone 
camera to make your 
donation.

See the latest development projects that are revitalizing 
Detroit. St. Ambrose parishioner and architectural historian, 
John Gallagher will once again serve as our tour guide as 
we visit the sites including the renovation of Roosevelt 
Park at Michigan Central Station, the progress 
of the Gordie Howe International Bridge, 
the newly renovated Stearns House in 
Detroit's Indian Village as well as a 
stop at the new Belle Isle Nature Reserve. 
The tour is on Saturday Nov. 12th from 10 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m., at $30.00 per person. For details and 
registration please scan the QR Code or call our office at 

(313) 822-2814. 

Bundle Weekend
 St. Vincent DePaul members will be in the St. Ambrose parking lot to 
receive clothing and household goods donations before and after this coming 
weekend’s masses on Saturday, October 29th and Sunday, October 30th.

Thanksgiving Food
 On the same weekend, Oct. 29-30, St. Vincent dePaul members will distribute 
empty boxes following each mass for parishioners to fill with approximately $35 
worth of Kroger brand items for the Thanksgiving food program. The request for 
box donors will be extended to the masses on the following weekend, November 5th 
and 6th, if needed. All boxes need to be returned to the church by November 13th.
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Join us on YouTube
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbymBGlQxUF6bUqPct5txFg

Our Sick
 Please pray for those who are 
seriously ill or who are hospitalized:  
Pat Blake, Donald Miriani, Bonnie 
McKenna, Matthew Elias, Mary 
Martin, George Bucec, Emilie 
Kasper, Anna Noto Billings, Eileen 
O’Brien, Liz Linne, Donna Barnes, 
Alexandra Cullen, Charmaine 
Kaptur, Frank Gregory, Alex Billiu, 
Jackie Walkowski, Maria Simcina, 
Brian Tague, Sharif Hannan, Shirley 
Whelan, Anne Purvis, Jeanene 
Maples, Kevin O’Connor, Albina 
Checki, Judy Sivanov, Matthew 
Brown, Vince LoCicero, Lily Faith, 
Patty Freund, Karen Jordan, Janis 
Ramsey, Colette Gilewicz, Richard 
Strowger, Valerie Hudson and those 
suffering and hospitalized worldwide 
with Covid.

Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 22nd - 23rd  

Reference # in our Breaking Bread Hymnal or on your iphone using the QR code. 

Choir Prelude: St Theresa’s Prayer
Entrance: Gather Us In #303

Psalm: The Cry of the Poor #623
Preparatory: You Gather in the Outcast #629

Communion: Bread for the World #342
Meditation: In Kindness and in Truth

Recessional: God Of The Hungry #625 

Currently Wayne County shows a MEDIUM level of Covid risk. As a result, St. Ambrose 
Parish is still recommending the wearing of masks in church,
To participate electronically, go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish or better yet, to 
You Tube at www.youtube.com/channel/UCbymBGIQxUF6UqPct5xFg

Scriptures for the 
30th  Week of Ordinary Time
October 24
 Eph 4: 32-5: 8
 Ps 1: 1-4, 6
 Lk 13: 10-17
October 25
 Eph 5: 21-33
 Ps 128: 1-5
 Lk 13: 18-21
October 26
 Eph 6: 1-9
 Ps 145: 10-14
 Lk 13: 22-30
October 27
 Eph 6: 10-20
 Ps 144: 1b, 2-9-10
 Lk 13: 22-30
October 28
 Eph 2: 19-22
 Ps 19: 2-5
   Lk 6: 12-15
October 29
 Phil 1: 18b-26
 Ps 42: 2-3, 5cdef
 Lk 14: 1, 7-11
October 30
 Wis 11: 22-12: 2
 Ps 145: 1-2, 8-11, 13-14
 2 Thes 1: 11-2: 2
 Lk 19: 1-10

Liturgy Schedule

Your Envelope Speaks
... the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum of ............. $10,100.00
On Sunday, October 16, 2022On Sunday, October 16, 2022
in envelopes we received ............. $3,462.00in envelopes we received ............. $3,462.00

in the loose collection..................in the loose collection..................   $8,662.00   $8,662.00
in electronic donations.................... $4,008.65in electronic donations.................... $4,008.65
for a total of ................................   $16,132.65for a total of ................................   $16,132.65
Over budget for the week..............  $6,032.65Over budget for the week..............  $6,032.65
Number of envelopes mailed ................Number of envelopes mailed ................   621   621
Number of envelopes used ...................... 38Number of envelopes used ...................... 38

Our Dead

Monday, October 24
St. Anthony Mary Claret, bishop
Tuesday, October 25
Weekday 30th week in Ordinary Time
8:30 a.m. – Mass – Gerald Gutowski
Wednesday, October 26
Weekday 30th week in Ordinary Time
Thursday, October 27
Weekday 30th week in Ordinary Time
7:00 p.m. – Mass-  John Warner
Friday, October 28
Sts. Simon and Jude, apostles
12:00 p.m. –Funeral - Tim Scanlon;
Saturday, October 29
Weekday 30th week in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. – Mass – For All People
Sunday, October 30
Thirty-first week in Ordinary Time
8:30 – Mass – For All People
11:15 – Mass – For All People

 In March of 1962, Anthony 
William Yapur became the fourth 
child born to Anthony and Carmen Ya-
pur.  He was the beloved baby brother 
to Joseph, Rosemarie and Carol. By age 
2 it became clear that Anthony’s devel-
opment was different. At age 3 came the 
diagnosis that he was developmentally 
delayed. 
 Anthony then began to attend 
classes and workshops for children 
who needed specialized instruction. 
His mother taught him to dress himself 
with care. His siblings helped. Togeth-
er, they would teach him how to talk 
and dance, how to count and sing. As 
the years went by, Anthony held jobs 
performing simple assembly tasks for 
manufacturers of all types. 
 As am adult, Anthony moved 
to a group home with individuals with 
similar disabilities and where Sue Ar-
nott. would be his caregiver when his 
family could not. Anthony endured 
many medical issues later in life and 
died on October 15th. His funeral was 
celebrated on October 19th. Anthony is 
survived by a large extended family, in-
cluding brother Joe and wife Stephanie, 
sisters Rosie and Carol, brother-in-law 
John, and nephews Johnny and Paulie.  
 Anthony didn’t earn any diplo-
mas or degrees. He wasn’t even conver-
sational. But Anthony taught all he met 
patience, how to be more accepting, less 
judgmental and more empathetic. He 
made others more loving human beings.
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twice since then. At present, we have been able to manage 
these repairs through designated gifts, operating funds, or savings.
 The church building is approaching its centennial, and 
there are projects for upgrading the interior finishes as well as 
a modest investment in pipe organ repairs – funds for which 
are already banked.

Safety/Security Planning
 The parish has a PRES (Parish Response to Emergen-
cy Situations) plan in place for which local law enforcement, 
fire service, and EMS provided input. 
 This plan has been complete for many years. It has 
been professionally printed and shared with staff and parish-
ioners. It is also available in the hymnals. Regular drills are 
conducted for the Religious Education Students. An updated 
plan for the Charter School entrances is in progress. 
 All staff and volunteers who work with or have ac-
cess to minors and vulnerable adults have received criminal 
background record checks. And, except for two members of 
the maintenance staff, all staff and volunteers who work with 
or have access to minors and vulnerable adults have received 
training in abuse prevention (Virtus). We plan to offer Safe 
Environment training during Winter/Spring 2022-23.
 The parish has complied with all policies and proce-
dures set forth by the Archdiocese, especially those set forth 
in the Parish Finance Council Statutes (June 2022) and the Fi-
nancial and Administrative Policies and Procedures for Parish 
and AOD Non-Parish Schools of the Archdiocese of Detroit 
(August 2019).
 We comply with all AoD financial and administrative 
policies — even one we don’t agree with — namely the in-
ability to maintain a separate checking schedule for the ARK.  
Multiple audits in recent years have forced us into compli-
ance. Currently, we have been dealing on a regular basis with 
the Department of Properties in renewal of our charter school 
lease (already approved in July 2022) and a review of docu-
ments regarding the complex patchwork of parish land deeds 
and property holdings. This is precipitated by the transfer out 
of Mooney Holdings and already has resulted in some lacunae 
that need attention, such as the paperwork for vacating Way-
burn where the ARK parking lot is built and a missing deed for 
the convent building.

Varia
 It is our sincere hope to ensure that the Family of Par-
ishes is not disruptive to the sense of “home parish” which 
parishioners have long enjoyed at St. Ambrose. The connec-
tion to its pastor, the flow of communications, the liturgies, the 
special events and traditions, and the guiding presence of the 
Holy Spirit are blessings that we wish to hold on to within our 
faith community. 

Submitted by Rev. Timothy Pelc, President 
and Priest in Solidum of St. Ambrose Parish Corporation.

Get a costume and some friends and Get a costume and some friends and 
meet us on Friday, October 28meet us on Friday, October 28thth for an  for an 

evening of fun and adventure.evening of fun and adventure.

Through a series of clues, the rally Through a series of clues, the rally 
leads you to locations all over the leads you to locations all over the 

Grosse Pointes.  A team accumulates Grosse Pointes.  A team accumulates 
points for accuracy and creativity – points for accuracy and creativity – 
like those who show up in costume!like those who show up in costume!

Admission is $35 per person and Admission is $35 per person and 
includes a late night supper after the includes a late night supper after the 

Rally at a mystery location!Rally at a mystery location!

So get your maps out and be ready to So get your maps out and be ready to 
program your GPS!program your GPS!

To register, visit www.stambrose-To register, visit www.stambrose-
church.net,church.net,

call (313) 822-2814call (313) 822-2814
or scan this QR Code!or scan this QR Code!

Eucharistic Ministers
 The role of Eucharistic Ministers here in parish life 
went on an unexpected hiatus during the pandemic. And 
while we are not quite ready to bring back reception of Holy 
Communion under the species of wine, we want to move in 
that direction soon.
 But right now, there are select opportunities for Eu-
charistic ministers at some masses as well as utilizing their 
services for the homebound. If you were a past participant in 
this ministry and wish to return, please let us know by talk-
ing with Fr. Tim or his pastoral associate, Chuck Dropiewski.  
To begin this ministry for the first time, please do likewise.   
In either case, call the rectory office at 313-822-2814.

Corporate Report concluded




