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 Something in American politics has shifted danger
ously for the worse in the last decade, and there’s no excuse 
for it. I’m speaking of the sharp increase in verbal threats 
of bodily harm against people seen as an obstacle to one’s 
political goals. To frighten or intimidate another person into 
believing that they may be seriously harmed is appalling be
havior. It’s vile rhetoric that sets a dangerous path for democ
racy. Plenty of dictators throughout history have excelled at 
controlling people by violent threat. What’s metastasizing in 
our day is the mainstreaming of menacing political rhetoric, 
discourse specifically tailored to instill fear. 
 
 “The darkness has reached new lows,”  
said Rep. Adam Kinzinger after one of many death 
threats to him and his family he received as the cost  
for his participation on the January 6 
commission. And it’s not just members 
of Congress experiencing a spike 
in violent threats. Almost 
anybody in public 
service is now 
vulnerable 

to being targeted by those who respond to political griev
ance with personal threats. “It’s sad,” said public health of
ficial Anthony Fauci, discussing the round-the-clock security 
he now requires, “that a public health message to save lives 
triggers such venom and animosity that it results in real and 
credible threats to my life and safety.” In the last year, phy
sicians, scholars, poll workers, judges, librarians, officials at 
the FBI and the Department of Justice, and even leaders of the 
National Archives have all experienced unprecedented levels 
of violent threat. 

 There is something more treacherous than parti
san rancor behind these threats to people’s personal safety.  
Untethered extremism deserves the blame. Acolytes of the 
former administraion display no hesitation in going after 
even friends, allies, and personal colleagues viewed as dis

loyal to their cause. Their veiled threats 
that “something should happen” 

to his opponents or that 
insurrectionists who 

follow him are 
“very spe
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Politics of Threat
Continued from page 1

cial people” may stop short of explic
itly promoting violence. But he con
sistently resists appeals to disavow or 
discourage violence against others. Too 
many powerful people in public posi
tions today refuse to repudiate the lan
guage of threat. 

 “We see justifications for vio
lence that are similar on the right and 
the left,” notes Rachel Kleinfeld, a 
senior fellow at the Carnegie Endow
ment for International Peace. “But we 
see incidents of violence that are vastly 
higher on the right, and that has to do 
with all of the normalization of vio
lence from leaders on the right.” 

 While I long for a greater ap
petite among elected officials to more 
forcefully denounce the rhetoric of 
threat, my primary interest is in a reli
gious response to the crisis. Where, in 
God’s name, do citizens of this coun
try, many of whom claim Christianity 
as their foundation, get the idea that 
threatening people’s safety and secu
rity has any conscionable justifica
tion? Nothing in the ministry of Jesus 
promotes anything resembling bodily 
harm or threat. He may threaten our 
pride by mocking the ways we serve 
ourselves or play God. But he never 
harasses or threatens anyone for failing 
to adopt or comply with his playbook 
on life. Even “when he suffered, he did 
not threaten” (1 Pet. 2:23).

 Expressing frustration with 
particular legislation, election results, 
or court rulings is one thing. Exacting 
vengeance on others as a consequence 
is quite another. When Saul breathes 
threats against others, he hears the 
voice of Jesus say, “Why do you per
secute me?” (Acts 9:4). Each time we 
witness yet another cruel threat, we 
should think long and hard about who 
ultimately is being persecuted.

Written by Peter W. Marty, published in 
the November 2022 issue of The Chris-
tian Century. Visit christiancentury.org

 Proposal 3 has passed, altering our state constitution to allow for 
unregulated and unsafe abortion on-demand in Michigan. As people of faith 
who witness to the Good News of Jesus Christ and His teachings, we are 
deeply saddened by this grave assault on the dignity and sanctity of un-
born, innocent human life. We grieve for the many women who will continue 
to be harmed by abortion in our state. And most importantly, we grieve for 
the lives who will be lost because of this unjust and perverse law. 

 Over the last several months, advocates for life across the Archdio-
cese of Detroit and the entire state of Michigan worked tirelessly to spread 
the truth about Proposal 3, imploring voters to make an informed decision 
at the ballot box. They have been clear about the devastating impact of the 
vague and broad language of Proposal 3, invalidating dozens of laws and 
safety regulations. I offer my deepfelt gratitude to all who prayed, spread 
awareness, voted, and otherwise worked against this proposal; and I share 
in their sorrow at the outcome. 

 Abortion is now legal in Michigan at an unprecedented level, and 
millions of lives are at stake. We must pray and ask God for his mercy upon 
us for allowing this evil to happen in our state. For this reason, I want to 
invite all the faithful to join me in the first two weeks of Advent, from Novem-
ber 27 to December 4, in doing penance, giving alms, praying, and fasting. 
We must use these spiritual practices to make reparations for the great sin 
of abortion in our midst. 

 We also renew our commitment to accompanying women and fami-
lies in need, with greater resolve than ever. This work is more critical now, 
as the unborn have been stripped of their basic right to life and their moth-
ers face the harmful lie that the death of their children is a solution to their 
struggles. In response to the passing of Proposal 3, we must step forward 
with no judgment, open arms, and effective resources to help women reject 
the “solution” of death and empower them to choose life for their children. 

 In the Archdiocese of Detroit, we do this largely through Catho-
lic Charities of Southeast Michigan, our charitable arm, and through the 
Archdiocese’s Evangelization and Missionary Discipleship Department. In 
particular, Walking with Moms in Need (WWMIN) is a ministry to help pa-
rishioners identify and create local resources that provide assistance to 
pregnant and parenting moms in need, and Project Rachel is an important 
ministry for individuals who have been harmed by abortion. I urge you to 
please consider joining a WWMIN ministry at your parish or getting involved 
in other prolife works of mercy in southeast Michigan. For more information 
and to get involved in these ministries, visit aod.org/walking-with-moms-in-
need and evangelicalcharity.org. 

 We will continue our efforts to build a culture of life in which abortion 
is unthinkable, all families receive the support they need, and the dignity of 
all people is recognized. We do this with confidence in the ultimate victory 
of Christ, whose resurrection to life has defeated the powers of death. 

 St. Gianna Molla, the patroness of mothers, physicians, and unborn 
children, pray for us. Our Lady of Guadalupe, who carried the Savior in her 
womb, pray for us.

The Most Reverend Allen Vigneron
Archbishop of Detroit

Life Where Abortion is Unthinkable
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All
ThingsConsidered

TRP

Despite opposition from many 
Catholic Conferences and bishops, ma
jor proabortion rights measures passed 
in three states in the midterm elections, 
and a number of measures aimed at re
stricting abortion all failed at the ballot 
box. These election results need to be a 
wakeup call for Catholics. Simply try
ing to restrict abortion is not going to 
convince people at the ballot box. 

The late Cardinal Bernadin of 
Chicago offered the phrase “the seam
less garment” when referring to pro
life issues. In a 1983 lecture at Fordam 
Univ., the Cardinal cited the biblical 
imagery where the soldiers at the foot 
of the Cross refused to fight over one 
part of the garment of Jesus that was 
more important than the others – Jesus’ 
tunic. They weren’t discussing whether 
the neck tailoring was more important 
than the sleeves. They weren’t arguing 
whether the first stitch was more im
portant than the ones that followed.

No. They they knew that the 
garment was valuable because it wo
ven as a whole and not just pieced to
gether. They could not divide it without 
tearing it apart. The key word here is 
“seamless,” just as the operative word in 
a consistent ethic of life is “consistent.” 

Cardinal Bernadin posited: 
“Those who defend the right to life of 
the weakest among us must be equally 
visible in support of the quality of life 
of the powerless among us: the old and 
the young, the hungry and the home-
less, the undocumented immigrant and 
the unemployed worker. Such a qual-
ity-of-life posture translates into spe-
cific political and economic positions 
on tax policy, employment generation, 
welfare policy, nutrition and feeding 
programs, and health care.”

Catholics must be champions 
of this consistent ethic of holding all 
of life sacred.  When we start getting 
that message across to the world, then 

just maybe people will realize that the 
fate of humankind and nature as well  
depends on this. You can’t pick off the 
most vulnerable in our world without 
lasting consequences.

What we have witnessed in this 
election cycle is that it’s not unusual to 
find politicians shifting their arguments 
and principles according to political ex
pediency. So, a politician will use argu
ment X to defend policy A one day, and 
the next day will attack argument X to 
advance policy B. 

This is not so with Catholic 
doctrine. The principles that underlie it 
are the same throughout. From the big 
things to the small things, the values 
and ideas that permeate it are consis
tently applied, with no break in logic.

What is the “Seamless Gar
ment”? How can we properly under
stand it? I think that a clear picture can 
be found in a brief speech that Pope 
Francis delivered in 2019, to the mem
bers of the Italian Directive Council of 
the Movement for Life. He said:

“Taking care of life requires 
that this be done throughout life until 
the end. It also requires that attention 
be paid to living conditions: health, 
education, and job opportunities. In 
short, it includes everything that allows 
a person to live in dignity.”

With this in mind, it may be 
time to reframe the Catholic anti
abortion approach and revert to a much 
more synchronistic ethic.  

Pope Francis said: “When we 
fail to acknowledge as part of reality 
the worth of a poor person, a human 
embryo, a person with disabilities – to 
offer just a few examples – it becomes 
difficult to hear the cry of nature itself; 
everything is connected.”   

XXX
Moving up the timing for our 

annual drive for The Pregnancy Aid 
Society is a clear action step for us to 
take in reaffirming our position as a 
prolife Church. 

This will be the 29th year that 
St. Ambrose parishioners have pro
vided direct assistance to moms in our 
neighborhood who have elected to car
ry their babies to term – and not accept 
abortion for their sons or daughters.  

Think about that.  There are persons as 
old as 29 who are now grown adults, 
contributing to our human community 
– in some cases with families of their
own – because you helped them get a
start on life.  That’s been a good invest
ment.

Let’s overwhelm Pregnancy 
Aid this year with an overabundance 
of gifts for moms and their newborns.  
Remember, although we only conduct 
this drive once a year, this source is a 
staple for the next twelve months. So 
think in terms of gifts in that size. And 
think about the future.  Wouldn’t it be 
great to be greeted in heaven by strang
ers who would identify themselves as 
souls you helped in the most vulnerable 
time of their lives?

XXX
In this column last week, I 

gave some statistics regarding declin
ing Church attendance in this  parish. If 
you pair these numbers with a declin
ing number of vocations to the priest
hood, it’s not difficult to see the disaster 
to which we are headed – which is a 
Church that cannot sustain itself be
cause it is bereft of native vocations. 

An interim solution is to im
port clergy from overseas.  We’ve been 
a missionary Church in past genera
tions. That may or may not be the best 
solution in our future.

Another solution is to build 
up our native clergy through the Per
manent Diaconate.  Deacons were once 
a staple of the original Biblical Church 
triad of Bishop, Priest and Deacon. In 
history, the Diaconate fell into disuse. 
But it was restored to active service in 
1968 in this country. 

The Archdiocese of Detroit 
will be hosting an inperson Vocation 
Awareness Information Night at Sacred 
Heart Seminary for all who are discern
ing a call to the Diaconate. I’ve talked 
with numerous men in recent years 
who have felt a calling in later life to 
be ordained,  If you, or someone you 
know needs to take this a step forward, 
take some action.  There will be a Dea
conal Information Night at 7:30 on No
vember 30th at Sacred Heart seminary.  
Talk to me. We need the help..
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The Buzz

 I would simply like to learn  
more about the Catholic Faith.

 I desire to prepare for my 
Baptism into Christianity.

 I've been Baptized as a Christian 
and now desire to join in Catholic 
Communion.

 I'm non-Catholic, but married to a 
Catholic, and now wish to join the 
Catholic Church.

 I'm Catholic and I would like to 
complete my initiation into the 
Catholic Church by celebrating 
Confirmation and/or Communion.

 I'm Baptized Catholic and would 
like to learn more about my faith 
and how to practice it.

 I want to propose someone for 
Catholic Church membership and 
offer to serve as their sponsor.

 I would be willing to help with an 
R.C.I.A. program.

 I have other needs, requests, and 
questions. Please contact me.

Name
______________________________
______________________________

Home Phone
_______________________________

Work Phone 
_______________________________

Email Address
______________________________

Return this to the Parish Rectory or place it in the 
Collection basket.

 Today is the last (34th Ordinary) Sunday of the Church's liturgical year.  It is 
given a special title – the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe.  
But the scripture passages from this year's liturgical celebration of the occasion put 
a most challenging slant on its meaning.  Of course the title of the day conjures up a 
sense of a heavenly throne.  But today's Gospel tells us rather to look at the inscrip
tion on the cross: (INRI) Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.
 Christ as King is not about the sort of style ala England's Charles.  For Je
sus, the reign of God means light, forgiveness and peace for all . . . as God originally 
intended it from creation.  But look where it got him as far as earthly powers were 
concerned!  However, we also believe in Easter and the Ascension.
 It reminds me of a saying I heard a while back.  I'm sure I won't get it exactly 
right, but I remember the punchline.  I'll paraphrase it in the context of today's feast:  
'Live here and now with integrity and strength the values of Christ's Kingdom.  Those 
who are threatened by them or reject them will hate you.  Then they will kill you.  
Then you win.'  The moral:  Hang in there.  The ultimate outcome of everything good 
is absolutely guaranteed . . . by God.

 
 The transition to a new year next Sunday with the beginning of Advent is a 
great time to do an assessment of fulfilling past resolutions and making some new 
ones.  So why not take this week ant hit 2023 spiritually running by making and start
ing some new year's resolutions now.  Use Advent to try them out.  You can always 
readjust them and get a fresh start on January 1st.
 For example, why not resolve to pray at home each day during the Advent 
season of preparation and transition.  One way is to read the daily scripture passages 
referenced in each week's BEEHIVE.  Perhaps do this in the context of a meal prayer, 
or around a home Advent Wreath.    
 You could add prayers and discussion about current and past family or faith 
events that relate to the season.  Help one another catch a vision of what the reign of 
God would look like in your home, neighborhood, parish, school, city, state, country, 
world.  Then help one another start building the reality of that vision; bring it to birth 
and nurture it in one another.  Remember, Jesus promised He would be with you (and 
you with Him) in this envisioned Paradise . . . and all along the way.

 
 Another resolution might be if you or someone you know is hearing God's 
call to full membership in the Catholic Community, to take a step in responding by 
contacting us for more info about the RCIA process at St. Ambrose. No cost; no ob
ligation; no strings attached.

 
 These next two transition weeks of the year are also filled with special re
membrances and observances.  This Thursday, of course, is Thanksgiving in the U.S.  
More than three decades ago, the American Catholic bishops called us all to observe 
the three days leading up to the holiday in the style of old-fashioned Ember Days. 
These were marked by fasting, works of charity, and prayer.  The goal would be to 
keep a balance while we feast in our relationships with God and all His People.

 
 Thanksgiving is a time of year for me to personally express my gratitude to 
God, to Fr. Tim, and to all of you for the honor of allowing me to serve you as a pas
toral minister at St. Ambrose. Next week, December 1st officially marks my transition 
from completing 27 years to beginning a 28th. Please pray for me that I might serve 
you all better this coming year than I have in the past.  I am convinced that anything 
good I've ever been involved with in just shy of 50 years of parish work, is due to 
God's involvement.  Help me keep that relationship going.

             Chuck Dropiewski



NOVEMBER 20, 2022 - THE BEEHIVE 

The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the
 St. Ambrose Catholic Community

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan

Priest in Solidum: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc
 Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums
Minister of Music: Louise Veltri

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor
Secretary: Mary Urbanski

Sacramental Celebrations
Masses: On the Lord’s Day –
    Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.
    Sunday - 8:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
office a minimum of six months in advance of the 
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

Number of Families ............................ 800 
Returns to date  ..............................132
Average Gift in '22 ...................$894.00
AoD Quota in ‘22 .....................$93,669
Property/Liability Insurance ... $52,000
Adjusted parish target ......... $114,669
Received   as  of 11/14/22.............. $117,998

2
2

0
2

CSA 
Box Scores

•  Now that we’ve meet the AoD quota, 
anything given to the CSA comes directly 
back to our parish without the usual 7% 
deduction.

•  Donations may be made in stock or 
other negotiables.

•  The insurance premium listed – roughly 
$1,000 a week – is the fund that covers 
our property and liability coverage for 
the parish.

• Scan this QR Code 
with your smart phone 
camera to make your 
donation.

 The wooden pews in St. Ambrose church building have served this 
congregation “in good times and bad” for coming up on a century now. 

 They were designed and installed in 1925 and crafted in Michigan out of Red 
Oak, with the secondary wood of the seat portion in American Elm – a lesser wood 
back then, but almost non-existent today. 

 Preparing for the building’s centennial, each pew is being removed from the 
building and taken to a workshop in Ubly, Michigan, where it will be disassembled, 
sanded, stained and refinished, along with the Hymn book racks and kneelers, which 
will be rebuilt and refitted with new hardware.  

 In honor of the thousands of faithful who have sat here, please consider 
committing to restoring one of our antique pews. 

 For further information or to generously sponsor a pew, 
please visit stambrosechurch.net, follow the QR Code to the right or 
call our office at (313) 822-2814. 

Pregnancy Aid by Mail
 For 29 Advent seasons now, we have erected a Pregnancy Aid Giving Tree 
in our church building as a demonstrative way of supporting our prolife convic
tions. This Giving Tree outreach program benefits the local Pregnancy Aid Society 
at their new location at 15847 E. 8 Mile Rd. in Eastpointe, where women with 
unplanned pregnancies can find positive alternatives to abortion.
 Our “Tree” was lost in the flood, and given the “iffy” nature of church at
tendance and shopping over the next few weeks, it makes sense to extend the col
lection time for Pregnancy Aid this year − take a pass on the gift tags − and accept 
mailed packages, too.
 Usually we would ask that gifts arrive here during the actual Christmas 
masses. However, because of current circumstances, gifts to Pregnancy Aid will 
be welcomed now through the end of December. Although cumber some when it 
comes to storage, it is better for the good of the whole to get this done earlier rather 
than later. If you want to make an online purchase from a vendor, please have it 
sent directly to the parish office with a marking “Pregnancy Aid” somewhere on 
the shipping label.
 The Pregnancy Aid Society has a wish list − things that are practical, educa
tional and essential. All these items are part of an inventory from which Pregnancy 
Aid draws all year long. Your gifts would best be here for transport by December 28th.

 The St. Ambrose St. Vincent dePaul Society (SVDP) is sponsoring a 
Christmas With Our Neighbors program. You can assist a specific family in 
need within our parish boundaries and provide them with food and goodies 
for the Christmas season.

 Sign-up sheets are available in the back of the church after Masses on 
the weekends of November 19-20, and November 26-27. Or you may sign 
up by contacting SVDP through the parish rectory at 313-822-2814.
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Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish

1st Sunday of Advent
November 26th - 27th  

Reference # in our Breaking Bread Hymnal or on your iphone using the QR code. 

Entrance: To Jesus Christ Our Soverign King #736 
Psalm 122: Let Us Go Rejoicing #812 

Preparatory: Worthy is the Lamb #579 
Communion: Jesus the Lord #411  

Meditation: Enter In 
Recessional: Crown Him with Many Crowns #733 

Currently Wayne County shows a MEDIUM level of Covid risk. As a result, St. Ambrose 
Parish is still strongly recommending the wearing of masks in church.
To participate electronically, go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish or better yet, to 
You Tube at www.youtube.com/channel/UCbymBGIQxUF6UqPct5xFg

Liturgy Schedule

Join us on YouTube
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbymBGlQxUF6bUqPct5txFg

Our Sick
 Please pray for those who are 
seriously ill or who are hospitalized:  
Pat Blake, Donald Miriani, Bonnie 
McKenna, Matthew Elias, Mary 
Martin, George Bucec, Emilie 
Kasper, Anna Noto Billings, Eileen 
O’Brien, Liz Linne, Donna Barnes, 
Charmaine Kaptur, Frank Gregory, 
Alex Billiu, Jackie Walkowski, 
Maria Simcina, Brian Tague, Sharif 
Hannan, Shirley Whelan, Anne 
Purvis, Jeanene Maples, Kevin 
O’Connor, Albina Checki, Judy 
Sivanov, Matthew Brown, Lily 
Faith, Patty Freund, Karen Jordan, 
Janis Ramsey, Colette Gilewicz, 
Al LaHood, Valerie Hudson and 
those suffering and hospitalized 
worldwide with Covid.

Your Envelope Speaks
... the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum of ............... $10,100.00
On Sunday, November 13, 2022On Sunday, November 13, 2022
in envelopes we received ............. $4,230.00in envelopes we received ............. $4,230.00
in the loose collection..................in the loose collection..................   $1,125.00   $1,125.00
in electronic donations.................... $3,937.15in electronic donations.................... $3,937.15
for a total of ................................   $8,167.15for a total of ................................   $8,167.15
UnderUnder budget for the week..............    budget for the week..............   $$1,932.851,932.85
Number of envelopes mailed ................Number of envelopes mailed ................   621   621
Number of envelopes used ...................... 50Number of envelopes used ...................... 50

Our Dead

Scriptures for the 
34th  Week of Ordinary Time
November 21
 Rv 14: 1-3, 4b-5
 Ps 24: 1b-4b, 5-6
 Lk 21: 1-4
November 22
 Rv 14: 14-19
 Ps 96: 10-13
 Lk 21: 5-11
November 23
 Rv 15: 1-4
 Ps 98: 1-3b, 7-9
 Lk 21: 12-19
November 24
 Sir 50: 20-24
 Ps 138: 1-5
 1 Cor 1: 3-9
 Lk 17: 11-19
November 25
 Rv 20:1-4, 11- 21: 2
 Ps 84: 3-6a, 8a
   Lk 21: 29-33
November 26
 Rv 22: 1-7
 Ps 95: 1-7b
 Lk 21: 34-36
November 27
 Is 2: 1-5
 Ps 122: 1-9
 Rom 13: 11-14
 Mt 24: 37-44

Monday, November 21
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Tuesday, November 22
St. Cecelia, virgin & martyr
8:30 a.m. – Mass –Mrs. McLaughlin;
John Witherell 
Wednesday, November 23
St. Clement I, pope & martyr,
Blessed Miguel Agustin Pro, priest & martyr
7:00 – Mass of Thanksgiving
Thursday, November 24
St. Andrew Dung-Lac, priest 
& Companions, martyrs
Friday, November 25
St. Catherine of Alexandria martyr
Office closed – no services
Saturday, November 26
4:00 p.m. – Mass – For All People
Sunday, November 27
First Sunday in Advent
8:30 – Mass – For All People
11:15 – Mass – For All People

 Could you be searching for a 
fresh new way to pray every day of the 
year? Daily Prayer 2023 is your guide 
to prayer that includes scripture, psalm-
ody, a brief reflection, general interces-
sions, and a closing prayer. It is ideal for 
personal and family reflection upon the 
word of God. This also makes an excel-
lent gift for a senior, newlyweds or for a 
student away at college.
 These prayerbooks are $10 
each — which is a modest invest-
ment in someone’s spiritual formation. 
To pick up a copy of this year’s Daily 
Prayer 2023, call the rectory office at 
822-2814 or ask for one in the ARK 
lobby after mass.

Pray Every Day
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 Just three years after Fr. Anthony Kote-Witah, OFM Cap., became a priest 
in the United States, his vision of changing the landscape of his Nigerian homeland 
is becoming a reality.
 A Capuchin Franciscan priest at the Blessed Solanus Casey Center in De
troit, Fr. Kote-Witah is the catalyst behind a project to build an orphanage and 
library for the Ogoni people, in the Niger Delta subregion of southern Nigeria. The 
project is currently in the fundraising stage, with plans to start construction soon on 
nearly 20 acres of donated land in the town of Bane.
 “They are the homeless, the voiceless, and the underprivileged,” Fr. Kote-
Witah told Detroit Catholic. “They are disadvantaged, suffering children. I want to 
look into their eyes and see that they are at home.”
 Before becoming a Capuchin brother and later a priest, (after his Deaconal 
internship at St. Ambrose) Fr. Kote-Witah was an activist speaking out against the 
oil drilling of his homeland, which contaminated the water, destroyed crops and 
killed fish. The people of the region no longer have their livelihood, he added.
 In the 1990s, Fr. Kote-Witah said, the military set out to kill activists who 
spoke against the drilling. Fr. Kote-Witah escaped to a refugee camp and later en
tered the Capuchins. Although today, there is less fear for activists who speak out, 
disease, infection and death continue to result from the already polluted farmland, 
crops and rivers. Families have been torn apart from the devastation.
 “The worst part was all the spillage,” Fr. Kote-Witah said. “When it spilled, 
it destroyed the land. Our main livelihood was destroyed.”
 By building an orphanage and library, Fr. Kote-Witah said he wants to 
bless local children with a chance at an education, as well as providing resources to 
help locals read by soliciting donated books. The orphanage is expected to house 
200 children.
 “I want to restore dignity to those children left behind,” he said. “This 
orphanage can be a window of grace. It has a broad awareness of hope for the 
people.”
 Frank Ayar, a Detroit-area business owner, met Fr. Kote-Witah when he 
was a religious brother 15 years ago and reconnected with him when he arrived at 
the Solanus Casey Center. When Fr. Kote-Witah broached the idea over dinner one 
night, Ayar jumped at the opportunity.

 “God has really blessed me 
and my family, and I had been look
ing to do something for years,” Ayar 
said. “I wanted to do something to help 
somewhere around the world.”
 After pairing up, Fr. Kote-Wi
tah put the wheels in motion in Nigeria 
while Ayar started on all the necessary 
documentation and plans, including in
volving the donated work of engineers 
and architects for the project, which is 
an ocean away, as well as forming a 
board of directors.
 The project’s fundraising arm 
is known as the Ken SaroWiwa Me
morial Foundation, named after an 
Ogoni human rights activist who was 
killed in 1995. There is a board of di
rectors, a nonprofit designation, and a 
website where monetary donations are 
accepted.
 “I had to form a similar group 
back in Nigeria, so the two (groups) 
work hand-in-hand,” Fr. Kote-Witah 
said. “They (the board of directors in 
Nigeria) are the ones on the ground 
watching and monitoring.”
 Dandison Nat Ebeh, a Lansing 
public health physician, is from the re
gion and has been volunteering to help 
in the effort to get the project off the 
ground.
 “I grew up in that place and 
I saw all the problems of pollution  
which caused a vicious cycle with pov
erty and people were dying,” said Nat 
Ebeh, who met Fr. Kote-Witah a few 
years ago and is now a board member 
of the foundation. “We want children to 
have a good future with adequate shel
ter and food.”
 Locally, people can donate 
material goods such as books, medical 
equipment, or even sports equipment. 
Because at one time the area was colo
nized by the British, most people speak 
and read English, so any books will be 
accepted, he noted.
 “Now we are looking for more 
volunteers for both here and in Nige
ria,” Fr. Kote-Witah said. “We need 
help with ideas to do this also.”

By Janet Sugameli Biondo for The De-
troit Catholic. Detroitcatholic.com

Fr. Anthony Kote-Witah and an artist’s rendering of the proposed orphanage.

After oil spills devastated his homeland, 
Capuchin seeks to build an orphanage




