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 Hope is a difficult virtue to maintain these days, 
when the future seems uncertain and religious and political 
leaders have lost all credibility.
 Religion has either become irrelevant or a cause of 
conflict, rather than a source of idealism and reconciliation. 
In first world countries, young people continue to abandon 
religious faith, while elsewhere religious zealots lead their 
fanatical followers to battle against those who do not share 
their beliefs.
 In the Catholic Church, the bishops are not trusted 
by the people, and even Pope Francis is questioned about 
his response to the sex abuse crisis. American evangelicals 
are criticized for being more interested in propping up an 
ex-president than in proclaiming gospel values.
 In the world of politics, we see an inability to deal 
with the real issues of our day: climate change, economic 
injustice and conflict among peoples.
 We see partisan divisions and political chaos spread-
ing throughout the world. Right-wing parties have captured 
the governments of the Philippines, Brazil, Italy and Hun-

gary and threaten the governments of Austria, France, Ger-
many, Spain, Poland and even the Netherlands. Historians 
are recalling the chaos that preceded the Fascist takeover 
prior to World War II.
 Political and economic elites, who have prospered 
under globalization, appear to be blind to the suffering of 
those who have lost jobs and have no hope for the future be-
cause they don't have the skills to operate in this new world.
 The ground has been prepared for a revolution. Pro-
gressives always thought that the revolution, when it came, 
would be led by the left. But the rise of right-wing govern-
ments suggests that many people regard the left as bankrupt 
as well. And left or right, voters don't trust the wealthy elite 
or their governments.

 PROPHETIC VOICES
 The Old Testament prophets, whom we hear during 
Advent, also spoke to people in doubt about their future. 
They had bad rulers; they experienced defeat; and they were 
taken into exile.

 Advent is here –
As the world turns upside down, again 
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 The prophets excoriated their religious and politi-
cal leaders, but they also offered hope and comfort to those 
suffering. The central message was, "God is on your side." 
This also is the central message of Advent and Christmas. It 
is the central message of Jesus.
 When Jesus preached, he did not preach about him-
self, as today's politicians do. He preached about his Fa-
ther and his Father's love and mercy. He preached about the 
reign of God, the kingdom of God. It is this that gives us 
hope — God is on our side.
 Some of Jesus' followers thought that his teach-
ing presaged a political kingdom where they would all end 
up with cushy jobs with lots of money and honors — like 
people working in a political campaign. Later, Christians 
equated the kingdom of God with heaven, which meant ig-
noring injustice here on earth.
 For Jesus, the foundation of the reign of God is jus-
tice. And from justice come peace and joy. Prosperity that is 
not based on justice is a house built on sand: it will not last 
because without justice there cannot be true peace. Like-
wise, peace without justice is not true peace. As Pope Paul 
VI said, "If you want peace, work for justice."          

 MORE THAN JUST HISTORY
 Christmas is more than a reminder of a historical 
event, the coming of Jesus more than 2,000 years ago. Ad-
vent reminds us, in preparation for Christmas, that John the 
Baptist and Jesus proclaimed the coming of the reign of 
God. Jesus not only preached the reign of God, he initiated 
it with his life, death and resurrection and his sending of the 
Spirit. Empowered by the Spirit, it is our job to continue and 
expand the reign of God until Jesus comes again.
 During Advent, we do not just prepare for the birth-
day of Jesus. We celebrate the reign of God, which is pres-
ent in the world through Jesus, but which also needs to be 
spread and further incarnated in and through our lives. Our 
hope is founded on the love of the Father, the work of Jesus 
and the power of the Spirit.
 The reign of God is strengthened and spread when 
our love more and more abounds and when the harvest of 
justice ripens in our hearts and in our world. This is how 
we prepare the way of the Lord. This is what Advent is all 
about.

 By Jesuit Fr. Thomas Reese for the December 2019 
issue of the National Catholic Reporter.  Fr. Reese is a col-
umnist for Religion News Service and author of “Inside 
the Vatican: The Politics and Organization of the Catholic 
Church.”

 Every day during Advent, a parish 
of the Archdiocese of Detroit will host a 
special Holy Hour at 7 p.m. Join us and 
experience the transformative presence 
of Jesus in the Eucharist. 

11/27 — CATHEDRAL OF THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT 
9844 Woodward Ave, Detroit, Michigan 48202

11/28 — ST. DAMIEN OF MOLOKAI  
46408 Woodward Ave. Pontiac, MI

and MOST HOLY TRINITY
1050 Porter St, Detroit, Michigan 48226

11/29 — OUR LADY OF SORROWS
23815 Power Road, Farmington, Michigan 48336

11/30 — EVEREST ACADEMY 
5935 Clarkston Rd. Clarkston, MI 48348

12/1 — ST. ANNE, WARREN
32000 Mound Road, Warren, Michigan 48092

12/2 — OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY
5930 Woodward Ave, Detroit, MI 48202

12/3 — DIVINE CHILD 
1055 N. Silvery Lane, Dearborn, Michigan 48128

12/4 — ST. JOHN VIANNEY
54045 Schoenherr Road, Shelby Township, Michigan 48315

12/5 — HOLY FAMILY, NOVI
24505 Meadowbrook Rd, Novi, Michigan 48375

12/6 — ST. JOHN NEUMANN
44800 Warren Rd., Canton, Michigan 48187

12/7 — OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL
47650 N Territorial Rd, Plymouth, Michigan 48170

	 For more information and the full schedule 
throughout the month of December please visit 
iamhere.org 

As The World Turns Upside Down...
Continued from page 1
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All
ThingsConsidered

TRP

 The timing of the electrical 
work that has been talked about for 
months was finally scheduled by DTE 
for the Thanksgiving holidays, and 
maybe into December.  The length of 
time talked about shutting down the 
rectory is anywhere between two days 
and two weeks.  While this is massive-
ly inconvenient, it is better that it hap-
pens now rather than during the dead 
of winter, when serious damage to the 
plumbing would occur.  
 We intend to conduct busi-
ness and stay connected electronically 
to you, but there is bound to be some 
missed signals. We will get back to you 
one way or another. Our staff can work 
from home – except for me, since  my 
home and office are in the same build-
ing. There is another shut down of the 
rectory residence area coming this win-
ter. due to multiple failures of interior 
roof drains and falling plaster. I am 
considering moving into my car.
 	 XXX
 `As obvious as a missing front 
tooth, you’ll have noticed that nine-
teen pews are gone from the church 
building.  They have been taken out 
to a wood-restoration service in Ubly, 
Michigan.  This was not the timing I 
scheduled for this project, but it was 
the timing that made the most sense.
 In anticipation of the centen-
nial of the church building in 2026, we 
are investing in a number of restoration 
projects.  The pews, with their lacquer 
finish, have taken quite a beating since 
the last time they were refinished some 
twenty-five years ago.  It took several 
months to find a company who would 
undertake this project.  Once we did, we 
took advantage of a pre-holiday slow-
down in their long-listed schedule.  
 Parishioners and friends of the 
parish have stepped up with gifts that 
will cover 25% of the seats – so that is 
what we will begin with.  

 If you will look at the sample 
that has already been returned, you will 
see that we’re really talking about more 
than “refinishing.”  It’s more about re-
building. A lot of the hardware, partic-
ularly the center supports, hymn racks 
and the kneelers, are recrafted.  All of 
these things are factored into the per-
linear-foot cost of each pew.

 If you are looking for a unique 
Christmas gift for someone, how about 
donating the costs associated with one 
of our antique seats?  An inscription can 
be made on the underside for the next 
generation of Ambrosians to thank.

 The Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception, is the 
patronal feast of the United 
States, and as such it is a Holy 
Day in this country. Since the early 
1700s, the Immaculate Conception 
is observed on December 8th. 
This feast honors Mary, the 
Mother of God, and celebrates 
the Immaculate Conception of the 
Virgin Mary in the womb of her 
Mother Saint Anne.
 At. St. Ambrose, Masses 
for the Holy Day will be offered 
on next Thursday, December 8th 
at 10:00 in the morning and at 
7:00 in the evening. It’s a good 
day to gather the family to pray 
for the guidance and protection of 
Mary for these United States.

 Oh, and with a little luck, we 
might actually see some of these pews 
back in place before Christmas, allow-
ing us to sing this Advent: “All I want 
for Christmas is our two front pews!”
  XXX
 Singing at Christmas might 
present some challenges for us this 
holiday season. Our music minister, 
Louise Veltri, has asked for a leave of 
absence as she handles multiple medi-
cal issues that have recently inflicted 
members of her family.  The most se-
rious has to do with the health of her 
son, Christian. He suffered two medical 
emergencies in recent weeks and now 
needs the family’s focus. In addition, 
there are other members of her im-
mediate family who are going through 
other challenging medical conditions. 
 Louise has been a god-send 
over recent years – generously filling 
in and adapting her life to give service 
to us here not only on weekends and 
holidays, but also for numerous wed-
dings and funerals. She is one of the 
most generous and untiring persons I 
know. Louise needs to back away for 
now and regain her strength so she can 
soldier on with us in the future.  
  XXX
 Our inventory of St. Ambrose 
Parish custom rosaries (which fea-
tured pieces of the art from our church 
building) were wiped out in the flood 
of 2021.  That gave us the opportunity 
to commission a second iteration using 
different beads. In addition to simple 
wood and Rosewood, the new collec-
tion uses semiprecious stones of Ame-
thyst, Red Agate, (Detroit?) Tiger Eye, 
and a handsome green Malachite. We 
also reproduced the popular Hematite 
from the last collection. 
 These rosaries are hand-made 
in Italy and come with an attractive St. 
Ambrose box and velvet bag. 
 We thought we would have 
these last May, but production was de-
layed. They are now available in time 
for Christmas.  Take a look at the sam-
ple showcase in the ARK vestibule and   
use the order form. You can also shop 
online or in person at the rectory office.  
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 I would simply like to learn  
more about the Catholic Faith.

 I desire to prepare for my 
Baptism into Christianity.

 I've been Baptized as a Christian 
and now desire to join in Catholic 
Communion.

 I'm non-Catholic, but married to a 
Catholic, and now wish to join the 
Catholic Church.

 I'm Catholic and I would like to 
complete my initiation into the 
Catholic Church by celebrating 
Confirmation and/or Communion.

 I'm Baptized Catholic and would 
like to learn more about my faith 
and how to practice it.

 I want to propose someone for 
Catholic Church membership and 
offer to serve as their sponsor.

 I would be willing to help with an 
R.C.I.A. program.

 I have other needs, requests, and 
questions. Please contact me.

Name
______________________________
______________________________

Home Phone
_______________________________

Work Phone 
_______________________________

Email Address
______________________________

Return this to the Parish Rectory or place it in the 
Collection basket.

Pregnancy Aid by Mail
 For 29 Advent seasons now, St. Ambrose has erected a Pregnancy Aid Giv-
ing Tree in our church building as a demonstrative way of supporting our pro-life 
convictions. This Giving Tree outreach program benefits the local Pregnancy Aid 
Society at their new location at 15847 E. 8 Mile Rd. in Eastpointe, where women 
with unplanned pregnancies can find positive alternatives to abortion.
 Our “Tree” was lost in the flood, and given the “iffy” nature of church at-
tendance and shopping over the next few weeks, it makes sense to extend the col-
lection time for Pregnancy Aid this year − take a pass on the gift tags − and accept 
mailed packages, too.
 Usually we would ask that gifts arrive here during the actual Christmas 
masses. However, because of current circumstances, gifts to Pregnancy Aid will 
be welcomed now through the end of December. Although cumber some when it 
comes to storage, it is better for the good of the whole to get this done earlier rather 
than later. If you want to make an online purchase from a vendor, please have it 
sent directly to the parish office with a marking “Pregnancy Aid” somewhere on 
the shipping label.
 The Pregnancy Aid Society has a wish list − things that are practical, educa-
tional and essential. All these items are part of an inventory from which Pregnancy 
Aid draws all year long. Your gifts would best be here for transport by December 28th.

 The St. Ambrose St. Vincent dePaul Society (SVDP) is sponsor-
ing a Christmas With Our Neighbors program. You can assist a specific 
family in need within our parish boundaries and provide them with food 
and goodies for the Christmas season. 
 Sign-up sheets are available in the back of the church after Mass-
es this weekend, November 26-27. Or you may sign up by contacting 
SVDP through the parish rectory at 313-822-2814.
 “Let us never forget this,” Pope Francis said. “We cannot remain 
spectators before the suffering of so many people who are worn out by 
hunger, violence, and injustice. What does ignoring the suffering of man 
mean? It means ignoring God!”

When Your Donation
Is Worth 7% More 
 As we come upon the last days of the calendar year, it means we are also 
coming up to the end of a fiscal tax period. If you intend to make an end-of-the-
year gift to the parish, you’ll need to date it before January 1st and get it into 
our office in an envelope marked “Christmas Collection.” Gifts made in this 
manner are free from the usual Archdiocesan taxation of 7%. 
 When it comes to calculating your charitable deductions for the Internal 
Revenue Service this coming April, the cutoff date for 2022 deductions is December 
31st. So, it’s now time to review your tax strategy. 
 A significant portion of our parish operating revenue comes from end-
of-the-year contributions which can be in the form of cash, securities, stock, real 
estate and other negotiables. Consult your tax preparer who can guide you as to the 
best way of making a donation to St. Ambrose. Or, our own parish accountant can 
also be of assistance if you call the rectory.
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The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the
 St. Ambrose Catholic Community

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan

Priest in Solidum: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc
 Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums
Minister of Music: Louise Veltri

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor
Secretary: Mary Urbanski

Sacramental Celebrations
Masses: On the Lord’s Day –
    Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.
    Sunday - 8:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
office a minimum of six months in advance of the 
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

Faith Formation Station
 Lord, thank you for our dedicated catechists who work with love and devotion 
every Sunday.  Thank you for the gifts they share in service to this parish.  Especially, Lord, 
thank you for …
• Melissa’s inspiring new ideas and the creative lessons that she shares with tender love 

and care with the kindergarteners – our youngest learners.
• For Mary’s thoughtfully planned thematic learning activities, Nate’s eager smile and 

brotherly role-model example, and Colleen’s steadfast calm in our first-grade class-
room.

• For Melissa’s true teacher’s sensibilities and watchful eye, Jessica’s sparkling sense of 
prayer and artistic flare, and Tim’s kind and earnest sharing of his faith with our special 
First Reconciliation and Solemn Eucharist students. 

• For Rachel’s imaginative linking of textbook lessons to crafts and Cassidy’s youthful 
spirit and patience with our third graders.

• For the ease with which Lauri brings faith to life in the stories of her Catholic school 
memories and for Kurt’s dedication to helping the students better understand how rel-
evant their Catholic faith is in the world today and the gift of teamwork they represent 
in the fourth-grade classroom.

• For Sebastien’s sincerity and the faithful sharing of his own faith journey with the fifth 
graders serving as an example of the diaconate vocation of service in the Lord.  For 
Brendan’s coach-like enthusiasm for sharing his Catholic faith with the students.

• For the willingness and graciousness of heart that Matt and Rachel showed stepping 
forward to answer the call to be catechists this year.  For the thoughtful dedication they 
bring to our sixth-grade classrooms.

• For Elizabeth’s evangelist’s heart, for her gift of leading others in prayer and medita-
tion, and for the pointed discussions she leads in her 7th grade classroom.

• For the symbolic and story-rich focus of Grant’s lessons and his creative and faith-
filled commitment to make class like mass each week for the seventh-graders in our 
program.

• For Laura’s devotion to sharing the traditions of the Church, to St. Michael, and the 
steadfast and creative ways she shares the richness of our faith and the wonderful 
workings of the Holy Spirit with the 8th graders.

• For Daniel’s gift of connecting faith to the lives of young people and to an appreciation 
of the humanities.  For the depth of the discussions shared in his ninth-grade class.

• For our high school classroom assistants, Ava, Jack, Kiernan and Liam, and the joy 
with which they get up and greet our students and catechists on early Sunday morn-
ings, ready to serve as role-models in the faith.

• For the reliable trust, kindness, and care with which Mary and Vince greet our families 
each week and watch over the students in our program.  

 Lord, thank you for our students who come to us eager to grow in faith and to 
share their innermost thoughts and prayers with their classmates each week.  By the power 
of your Holy Spirit, may the seeds of the Gospel you have planted in the hearts of your 
children and called us to water this year continue to grow.  
 Thank you, Lord, for our faith formation parents and the parish community for 
supporting our students in their journey of faith with continued prayers and encourage-
ment.   We give you thanks for calling us to be one St. Ambrose community.  Thank you, 
Lord, for our time together is a gift of grace. We ask you to bless the entire St. Ambrose 
parish community.  Please keep us healthy, happy, and close to you.  Amen.
PROGRAM REMINDERS:
 We do NOT have class this weekend over the Thanksgiving holiday. See you at 
Mass.  Classes resume the 2nd Sunday of Advent: December 4th, 2022.

Kelly Woolums

Ghirelli Rosaries
Six different custom designed 
rosaries were made by hand in 

Italy expressly for St. Ambrose 
Parish. The bead collection ranges 
from hard woods to various semi-

precious stones. 

The crucifix is modeled  from 
the Ark Plaza sculpture and the 
center piece depicts the First and 
Second Coming of Christ from 

our sanctuary. The “pater” bead 
is taken from a details in our 

stained glass windows. Not just a 
beautiful work of craftsmanship, 
but a useful aid in prayer, a real 
legacy piece. To order, please visit  
our website, use the QR code below, 

or visit the parish office.
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Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish

1st Sunday of Advent
November 26th - 27th  

Reference # in our Breaking Bread Hymnal or on your iphone using the QR code. 

Entrance: Come, Ye Thankful People Come #209
Psalm 122: Let Us Go Rejoicing (Rawn Harbor) #811

Gospel Acclamation:  Stay Awake, Get Ready  
Preparatory: Beyond the Moon and Stars #48  

Communion: O Come, O Come Emmanuel #39   
Recessional:    Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory #584

Currently Wayne County shows a MEDIUM level of Covid risk. As a result, St. Ambrose 
Parish is still strongly recommending the wearing of masks in church.
To participate electronically, go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish or better yet, to 
You Tube at www.youtube.com/channel/UCbymBGIQxUF6UqPct5xFg

Liturgy Schedule

Join us on YouTube
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbymBGlQxUF6bUqPct5txFg

Our Sick
 Please pray for those who are 
seriously ill or who are hospitalized:  
Pat Blake, Donald Miriani, Bonnie 
McKenna, Matthew Elias, Mary 
Martin, George Bucec, Emilie 
Kasper, Anna Noto Billings, Eileen 
O’Brien, Liz Linne, Donna Barnes, 
Charmaine Kaptur, Frank Gregory, 
Alex Billiu, Jackie Walkowski, 
Maria Simcina, Brian Tague, Sharif 
Hannan, Shirley Whelan, Anne 
Purvis, Jeanene Maples, Kevin 
O’Connor, Albina Checki, Judy 
Sivanov, Matthew Brown, Lily 
Faith, Patty Freund, Karen Jordan, 
Janis Ramsey, Colette Gilewicz, Al 
LaHood, Valerie Hudson, Ken Ryan.  
and those suffering and hospitalized 
worldwide with Covid.

Our Dead

Scriptures for the 
1st  Week of Advent
November 28
 Is 4: 2-6
 Ps 122: 1-9
 Mt 8: 5-11
November 29
 Is 11: 1-10
 Ps 72: 1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
 Lk 10: 21-24
November 30
 Rom 10: 9-18
 Ps 19: 8-11
 Mt 4: 18-22
December 1
 Is 26: 1-6
 Ps 118: 1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a
 Mk 7: 21, 24-27
December 2
 Is 29: 17-24
 Ps 27: 1, 4, 13-14
   Mt 9: 27-31
December 3
 Is 30: 19-21, 23-26
 Ps 147: 1-6
 Mt 9: 35-10: 1, 5a, 6-8
December 4
 Is 11: 10
 Ps 72: 1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
 Rom 15: 4-9
 Mt 3: 1-12

Monday, November 28
Weekday 1st week in Advent
Tuesday, November 29
Weekday 1st week in Advent
8:30 a.m. – Mass – Alfred Mele
Wednesday, November 30
St. Andrew, apostle
Thursday, December 1
Weekday 1st week in Advent
7:00 p.m. - Michael Comerford
Friday, December 2
Weekday 1st week in Advent
12:00 - Mass - Sophie Haas
Saturday, December 3
St. Francis Xavier, priest
4:00 p.m. – Mass – For All People
Sunday, December 4
Second Sunday in Advent
8:30 – Mass – For All People
11:15 – Mass – For All People

 Could you be searching for a 
fresh new way to pray every day of the 
year? Daily Prayer 2023 is your guide 
to prayer that includes scripture, psalm-
ody, a brief reflection, general interces-
sions, and a closing prayer. It is ideal for 
personal and family reflection upon the 
word of God. This also makes an excel-
lent gift for a senior, newlyweds or for a 
student away at college.
 These prayer books are $10 
each — which is a modest invest-
ment in someone’s spiritual formation. 
To pick up a copy of this year’s Daily 
Prayer 2023, call the rectory office at 
822-2814 or ask for one in the ARK 
lobby after mass.

Pray Every Day

Your Envelope Speaks
... the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum of ............... $10,100.00
On Sunday, November 13, 2022On Sunday, November 13, 2022
in envelopes we received ............. $4,230.00in envelopes we received ............. $4,230.00
in the loose collection..................in the loose collection..................   $1,125.00   $1,125.00
in electronic donations.................... $3,937.15in electronic donations.................... $3,937.15
for a total of ................................   $8,167.15for a total of ................................   $8,167.15
UnderUnder budget for the week..............    budget for the week..............   $$1,932.851,932.85
Number of envelopes mailed ................Number of envelopes mailed ................   621   621
Number of envelopes used ...................... 50Number of envelopes used ...................... 50
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Our group stopping for a photo at the Stearns HouseOur group stopping for a photo at the Stearns House

Our tour guide John Gallagher showing future plans Our tour guide John Gallagher showing future plans 
for the Belle Isle Nature Conservatory  for the Belle Isle Nature Conservatory  

The roadway being laid down at the Gordie Howe BridgeThe roadway being laid down at the Gordie Howe Bridge

Roosevelt Park gets a multi-million dollar makeoverRoosevelt Park gets a multi-million dollar makeoverThe exterior of the Stearns HouseThe exterior of the Stearns House

Photos courtesy of Patricia Ellis




