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 The whole world, then under the control of Cae-
sar,  meets a decree to register for Rome’s census. This is 
the first such registration under the Syrian governor, a cli-
ent ruler in the region. Everyone in the empire goes to their 
ancestral hometown to register. This means that Joseph has 
to go from Galilee south to Judea — from Nazareth to the 
root system of his family tree, Bethlehem — to register. 
Mary, in her very pregnant state, has to travel the rutted 
terrain with him. When Caesar speaks, everyone moves.
 Luke sets the Advent scene with an unmistak-
able economic marker. Caesar’s census is not about de-
mographic numbers; it is a count of livestock, crops, and 
potential taxpayers. It is an inventory of wealth that allows 
the empire to further spread the burden of taxation. A cen-
sus is always bad news for the poor, never lightening their 
load. From time to time, though, a census is known to ig-
nite rebellion.
 In the opening verses of Luke 2, the word register 
or registration appears four times in quick succession. To 
ancient readers, this would signal a land preoccupied with 
taxation. Enrollment in the census to pay taxes to Rome 
is the immediate context of this scene. The tax initiative 
reaches from Syria down to Judea and from the rulers, like 
Caesar and Quirinius, to the ruled, like Joseph and Mary. 
No one is spared.
 Luke creates a picture of the world Jesus was born 
into: economic hardship, a reign of power. Things are tight 
— and they will soon get tighter as Caesar calculates the 
tribute owed to him and his functionaries (provincial rulers 
and high priests included). To refuse to pay tribute equals 
rebellion and invites the punishment of Roman legions. 
Caesar’s economy is precarious and potentially perilous 
for most people.
 Imperial fiat: one word, a single order from a seat 
of power, and populations shift without recourse. Luke 
points with a heavy hand at the census and registration 
to highlight not only the economy but also migration pat-
terns, family trees, and roots. A census is impersonal and 
mandatory. No exceptions, not even for a woman whose 
child is nearly crowning.
 History does not corroborate the kind of census 
Luke describes, in which people were required to return 
to ancestral towns to enroll in order to pay taxes. Imperial 
administrations typically counted and calculated what they 
could extract. There was a census connected to Quirinius, 
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but it occurred after the birth of Jesus. Still, Luke creates a 
world that mimics the dynamics he experienced, enfolding 
his Advent story into the bigger story of all the times God 
arrives into our conflicted lands and broken economies.
 Beginning with the economy and ever-looming loss, 
Luke shows us an economic world with all its demands, ex-
ploitation, and humiliation for those at the bottom. Against 
this backdrop of taxation, salvation enters. And the kind of 
deliverance Luke suggests is one that deals with realities like 
the hunger for daily bread, the fear of land loss, the search for 
work, and the burden of indebtedness.
 Joseph and Mary make their way from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem as the empire and its economy demand. They 
likely find long-lost family members awaiting them, and they 
squeeze in where they can. Neighborhoods surge with the in-
flux of relatives coming to register, and every corner of every 
house hosts someone. Bethlehemites work to make room for 
everyone — Joseph and Mary are no exception. Some of the 
families returning now have not been here since the Baby-
lonian exile, after which their ancestors settled in northern 
villages such as Nazareth. This may be their first contact with 
southern relatives and with the landscape that was home to 
King David. Their excitement mingles in the air with their 
economic anxiety.
 The travelers enter common Bethlehemite houses 
built like simple compounds with a series of small structures 
arranged around a stall where the livestock stay at night. 
Some covered rooms ring the stall, and beyond them are a 
few private, enclosed rooms where most of the family lives. 
There is plenty of space to offer guests. Luke describes a full 
house, the private enclosures full and even the covered rooms 
unavailable. By the time Joseph and Mary arrive, the only 
room available is a corner in the open stall area among the 
livestock, where a manger stands. Still, this is within the fam-
ily compound, and inside they meet the warmth of hospitality
.
 Family Matters
 Most Advent scenes misunderstand the scenario that 
greets Joseph, Mary, and others upon their arrival. They are 
likely welcomed by family members. We are told that “there 
was no room for them in the inn,” but the phrase is better 
understood as “there was no space for them in the usual guest 
room of the home.” Room would have been made for every-
one, even if it was a corner here or a stable there. As long as 
everyone was under the same roof, it didn’t matter if they 
were in a private nook or on a straw mat next to the goats.
 The home is bursting at the seams, but Joseph and 
Mary are around the table for meals, joining in the conversa-
tions among relatives. Modern notions of private spaces had 
no place in the ancient rubric. Every relative received a wel-
come, and everyone else adjusted to make it work.
 Amid the bustle of family and the logistics of ac-
commodating everyone, Mary’s water breaks. So Mary likely 

experiences the birth of her first child not only with Joseph 
to help but surrounded by mothers and midwives. She draws 
from the wisdom of her relatives as she grips their hands. She 
lets out screams that startle the goats and make the donkey, 
still tired from the long journey, anxious.
 Mary’s son — God’s son — crowns. At that moment, 
no one thinks of Caesar or the registration or the coming tax 
increase. A new life enters the world. Mary think that perhaps 
a new kingdom has entered too. The birth of the prince of 
God’s peace changes the world. Against the harsh backdrop 
of an imperial economy, he comes into the world in the most 
common circumstances. He embodies the hopes of ordinary 
priests and farmers for true liberation; he confronts their fear 
that life will only get worse for them under this empire. “The 
hopes and fears of all the years are met” in the holy child as 
God takes direct action and enters the story in human skin.
 
 Economy Matters
 In the Advent story, as Luke tells it, the economy 
matters. Attentive readers are led to understand a concrete 
kind of pressure, which also sets tangible contours for that 
expectant hope. Against the backdrop of a dangerously ex-
ploitive economy, what might deliverance look like? Debt 
relief? Debt forgiveness? A lighter tax burden? Ample eco-
nomic resources to avoid foreclosure, to keep family land? 
Are these a part of God’s salvation?
 Beyond our consumer-driven season’s gifts for one 
another, Luke calls us to a profound investigation of our econ-
omy and how it impinges on our neighbors. His text asks: 
Do we see who is crushed by the current economic realities? 
Do we understand that even our acts of charity are too thin 
against the demands of Advent? Because there must be more 
than benefiting from Caesar’s economy all year long and then 
giving from our extra during one short season. There must be 
more than deciding which people in need we deem worthy of 
our generosity.
 A true resistance worthy of the first Advent would 
be a move into durable justice work the rest of the year. 
Imagine giving to a local food bank during Advent and then 
working on advocacy related to food insecurity and child-
hood hunger the rest of the year. Imagine learning about the 
realities around school lunch programs—how many need 
free or reduced-price lunches in your local schools; whether 
quality meals are offered — and organizing your commu-
nity to improve what is on offer to kids. Imagine spending 
the year tackling the policies that create food deserts, which 
keep many neighborhoods undernourished. There are many 
other possibilities: affordable housing and tenants’ rights, fair 
wages, accessible health care and Indigenous land rights.
 When I think of how Luke puts the economy front 
and center in his Advent narrative, I imagine that we are 
meant to do the same in our present Advent practice. How 
do we see the economy, whom it hurts, and the injustice that 
riddles its structures? What do we do to come alongside the 
modern Josephs and Marys, forced to move to Bethlehem 
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ADVENT 
COMMUNAL  

PENANCE  
SERVICE  

Wednesday,  
December 21, 2022  

at 7 p.m.

 The year 2016 was the last 
time we enjoyed a full four weeks of 
Advent.  It happens this year, and it 
won’t work out in the calendar again 
until 2033, which is the next time that 
Christmas falls on a Sunday.  
 It would be easy to spend this 
long Advent week on personal projects 
or taking care of things for ourselves or 
our immediate family.  But let’s con-
sider this long week of Advent as an 
opportunity to do good for others.
 Start with those that you might 
have been avoiding or ignoring – you 
know, the spat with the difficult neigh-
bor, or the relative living alone or in 
assisted living. Instead of just giving 
them a modicum of your time “because 
you know – “I’m really busy” sit down 
for an in-person visit or an extended 
phone call.
 Then, consider using this long 
week of Advent for charitable endeav-
ors.  Give your precious pre-Christmas 
time to cover for somebody else.  Give 
parents some free-time by taking their 
kids on an excursion to see Christ-
mas lights, or to a good movie.  While 
you are driving there, work into the 
conversation the coming of Christ at 
Christmas rather than what presents 
they want. Take your grandchildren or 
Godchildren to Mass. Become more 
aware of women in the neighborhood 
or workplace who are pregnant or who 
just gave birth and who might be under-
going some hardship or post partum de-
pression. There is nothing more valu-
able or costly than your time.
 Is your gift list too short?  Have 
you forgotten to give something this 
holiday the those who are homeless, 
hungry or in transition?  Donate your 
time or financial support to Pregnancy 
Aid where women with unplanned 
pregnancies can go for support. Go 
out and get some supplies to contrib-
ute to our Pregnancy Aid collection 

next week.  Homeless shelters never 
have enough basics like new socks, 
underwear, coats, gloves or blankets.  
The Eastside Emergency Shelter on 
Kercheval, or the Jesuit Pope Francis 
Center at Sts. Peter and Paul Church 
on Jefferson will gladly accept these 
things now, or later in the winter.
 If you already have done some 
of this, or if you can’t afford to do any 
of these things – then spend some time 
during this long Advent week in deep-
er prayer for the needs of the world. 
Prayer changes things.  
 Place a wreath on your door, a 
line of lights around your window. Or 
Light the four candles on your advent 
wreath or just dig up a single candle  
and light it in an otherwise darkened 
room.  Realize how much power just a 
little light has to chase the gloom away.
 Finally, make plans to attend 
Mass at Christmas.  Call someone to 
join you.  Private prayer is good.  Com-
munal prayer is the best!  Can’t leave 
home?  Then join us for Mass on the in-
ternet.  And/or pray with the universal 
Church and our Pope in Rome  live on 
EWTN at 7:30 p.m on Christmas Eve. 
  XXX
 We’re going to make an effort 
to see that our parishioners who are 
home bound by age or serious illness 

and are incapable of leaving home or 
a medical facility have an opportunity 
to receive Holy Communion either on 
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.  
 In order for this to happen, you 
have to identify yourself by calling our 
office with the specifics of your condi-
tion and restrictions.
 Then, we will have to identify 
a corresponding number of able-bodied 
parishioners who can make those Com-
munion calls.  If you can help bring our 
parish community together on one of 
the most important feasts of the Church 
Year, please identify yourself by call-
ing or emailing our office with your 
availability.  We will try to connect an 
invalid with a Eucharistic minister. ––  
The Body of Christ connecting with the 
Body of Christ.
  XXX
 In a related matter, since the 
beginning of the Covid epidemic, 
we’ve been missing an important part 
of our Euchatistic celebrations – Com-
munion under both species. Withhold-
ing the chalice was a worthwhile pre-
caution, even if there is little reason to 
believe drinking from the common cup 
brings a high risk of contracting Covid.
 As most other pandemic re-
strictions are being lifted, the time has 
come to reconsider this Communion re-
striction. At many parishes, after Mass 
you can now grab a doughnut from a 
tray, pick up a cup of coffee and chat 
with fellow parishioners. But you can-
not receive the Precious Blood. As we 
open society, we should not keep the 
chalice off limits.
  A number of dioceses across 
the country (including our own) have 
already green-lighted the practice – 
most of them leaving the timing up 
to the discretion of the pastor. So, it is 
my pastoral decision that for Midnight 
Mass this Christmas we will offer the 
Precious Blood to the faithful in the 
congregation. This seems to me a rea-
sonable way to start restoring the prac-
tice. 
 Many people have continued, 
legitimate concerns about Covid and 
will make decisions about their own 
health. The opportunity to receive the 
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When Your Donation is Worth 7% More 
 As we come upon the last days of the calendar year, it means we are also 
coming up to the end of a fiscal tax period. If you intend to make an end-of-the-
year gift to the parish, you’ll need to date it before January 1st and get it into 
our office in an envelope marked “Christmas Collection.” Gifts made in this 
manner are free from the usual Archdiocesan taxation of 7%. 
 When it comes to calculating your charitable deductions for the Internal 
Revenue Service this coming April, the cutoff date for 2022 deductions is December 
31st. So, it’s now time to review your tax strategy. 
 A significant portion of our parish operating revenue comes from end-of-
the-year contributions which can be in the form of cash, securities, stock, real estate 
and other negotiables. Consult your tax preparer who can guide you as to the best 
way of making a donation to St. Ambrose. Or, our own parish accountant can also be 
of assistance if you call the rectory.

 Could you be searching for a fresh new way to 
pray every day of the year? Daily Prayer 2023 is your guide 
to prayer that includes scripture, psalmody, a brief reflec-
tion, general intercessions, and a closing prayer. It is ideal 
for personal and family reflection upon the word of God. 
This also makes an excellent gift for a senior, newlyweds 
or for a student away at college.
 These prayerbooks are $10 each — which is a 
modest investment in someone’s spiritual formation. To 
pick up a copy of this year’s Daily Prayer 2023, call the 
rectory office at 822-2814 or ask for one in the ARK lobby 
after mass.

GoghVan   Tour an historic exhibition of the Dutch 
post-impressionist painter at the Detroit In-
stitute  of  Arts on the closing day of the show,  
Sunday, January 22, 2023!  
 Our round-trip deluxe motor coach trans-
portation to the DIA departs from St. Ambrose at  
1 p.m. and will return around 5 p.m.!

 The Detroit exhibition, which celebrates the 100th anni-
versary of the DIA’s status as the first public museum in the 

United States to purchase a painting by Vincent van Gogh, 
displays 74 authentic Van Gogh works from around the 

world. Detroit is the exhibit’s only venue.
 Please purchase you tickets through the 

parish office or on our website at stam-
brosechurch.net or by using this QR 

code!

Ain  merica!

Blood of Christ at Mass connects us di-
rectly to the apostles, who received the 
chalice directly from Christ himself. It 
connects us to great saints throughout 
history who did the same.  As in pre-
Covid times, the decision to take ad-
vantage of reception from the cup is an 
act of faith on the part of the communi-
cant.  The decision of a bishop or priest 
not to offer the option at this point in 
time takes away one of the essential 
rights of those in Communion. So, let’s 
start simple (and solemn) by restoring 
the Precious Blood at our Christmas 
Midnight Mass.
  XXX
 I’ve written about this same 
topic in every pre-Christmas column 
since 1986 when I brought to the parish 
the custom of a designated Christmas 
Eve Mass for children. Since then, it is 
always the most well-attended liturgy 
of the year.
 Here are some things that will 
make the experience of attending the 
often chaotic 4:00 Children’s Mass a 
little easier for us all.
• Plan on arriving early; many of the 

seats are taken by 3:30. This year, 
we’ve planned a nice mini-concert 
before mass to help put you in the 
right frame of mind.

• Bring a child, preferably the small 
variety. Yes, I know that the vigil 
mass is popular for all ages, but if 
you are an adult, shift your atten-
dance to another mass in order to 
make room for the youngsters.

• Bring a bell to ring, to express our 
joy at the celebration of the birth of 
Our Lord.

• Help us help Pregnancy Aid by 
bringing a baby gift to add to our 
collection that will be presented to 
Pregnancy Aid so they can assist 
young, less fortunate new moms.

• Leave your troubles at the door. 
The Children’s Mass can be noisy 
and crowded, and a little “good 
will toward men…women…and 
children” will go a long way.
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The Buzz
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Sacramental Celebrations
Masses: On the Lord’s Day –
    Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.
    Sunday - 8:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
office a minimum of six months in advance of the 
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

 Welcome to the week of lights, families, and gifts!  It's the Fourth Sunday of 
Advent, with a full week before we begin the celebration of Christmas (Eve) at 4:00 
next Saturday afternoon.  If you have been finding these days hectic and pressured, 
take some regular moments to focus on the "Reason-for-the-Season" – Jesus – to help 
you "lighten" up.  After all, He is the Light of the World, the Son (Sun: scripture uses 
the image, so feel free to play with it!) of God.  He is the Prince of Peace; not the 
Prince of stressful shopping, nor of perfect decor, nor of harried schedules.  This is a 
very good time to remember again who He really is – the One who wants to constantly 
be reborn in each one of us.  


 Speaking of Christmas, what do you really know about the story of the birth 
of Jesus?  A fun yet very enriching spiritual exercise for adults only at this time of year 
is to pause from the hectic season for a moment or two and relax with the Bible.  The 
person embarking on this exercise is required to do two things:  one is to make sure 
that your faith is firm and secure, and the other is to approach the reading of the stories 
with such attention to detail as though you have never heard them before.
  Now, a repeat of the caution: this is only for you if you want something  deep-
er and more challenging/demanding from the story than what cute crèche scenes have 
to offer.  And don't get me wrong – I like stables with statues and all the warm feelings 
and memories that go along with them.  (Although, for many years I have been search-
ing for a crèche where the main characters look more Semitic than Nordic!)
 OK, you've been cautioned.  If prepared, read on.  If your prayer and enjoy-
ment of the season would be upset, stop here, jump past the rest of this segment, and 
continue on to the rest of today's BUZZ.  
 The exercise is this:  find the stories about the birth of Jesus in the Gospels of 
the Bible.  (If exploring the Scriptures is new to you, relax and enjoy the discoveries 
you will make very quickly.)  Next, place fingers or bookmarks at the beginning of 
each of these stories.  If you are doing this with one or more other persons, you can 
assign individuals or teams to represent each Gospel's story.
 Then start.  Compare the stories detail by detail, character by character, action 
by action, dialogue by dialogue.  Notice what's there and what isn't there in each.  See 
patterns; find emphases.  Be challenged; grow deeper in the Lord's life. (Call me if you 
get stuck or upset at 822-2814 ext. 2.)
 The Christmas story from our childhood is wonderful.  The adult Christmas 
stories from Scripture are crucial.  It's great to have such a gift be so relevant for any 
age or stage of our lives.  Thank you, Emmanuel!


 Even though Winter officially begins this coming Wednesday afternoon, it's 
not like November and December haven't been warning us of its approach!  I find an 
interesting parallel with Advent and the coming of Christ at Christmas: we already 
experience His presence, and the Jesus of Christmas (or even the One we meet at our 
death or at the end of the world) is not disconnected from the One we have already 
met.  That's why every day has both some Advent and Christmas in it.  He is here; yet 
He always is yet to come to us.  And in communion with Emmanuel, we have to keep 
on bringing His warmth to a very chilly world.  In this way, we can be the best gift we 
give to others at this season or any other. 


 Speaking of gifts, if you or someone you know is looking for the gift of faith, 
the R.C.I.A. process at St. Ambrose may just be what you're shopping for.  There are 
no strings nor fees attached to this easygoing and personally tailored opportunity.  It is 
never too early or late in life to check this out if the Lord has caught your attention and 
interest in some way. Call me anytime at 313-822-2814 ext. 2 for more information 
about our RCIA lay-away plan . . . that God pays off in the end!

Wesołych Świąt, Bożego Narodzenia!
“Karol” Dropiewski

Ghirelli Rosaries
Six different custom designed 
rosaries were made by hand in 

Italy expressly for St. Ambrose 
Parish. The bead collection ranges 
from hard woods to various semi-

precious stones. 

The crucifix is modeled  from 
the Ark Plaza sculpture and the 
center piece depicts the First and 
Second Coming of Christ from 

our sanctuary. The “Pater” bead 
is taken from a details in our 

stained glass windows. Not just a 
beautiful work of craftsmanship, 
but a useful aid in prayer, a real 
legacy piece. To order, please visit  
our website, use the QR code below, 

or visit the parish office.
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Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish

4th Sunday of Advent
December 17th - 18th  

Reference # in our Breaking Bread Hymnal or on your iphone using the QR code. 
Entrance: People Look East #43

Psalm 122: Let Us Go Rejoicing #812  
Gospel Acclamation: Stay Awake, Be Ready

Preparatory: O Come, Divine Messiah #44  
Communion: Bread of Life #72

Recessional: The King Shall Come  
When Morning Dawns #47  

Currently Wayne County shows a MEDIUM level of Covid risk. As a result, St. Ambrose 
Parish is still recommending the wearing of masks in church.

To participate electronically, go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish or better yet, to 
You Tube at www.youtube.com/channel/UCbymBGIQxUF6UqPct5xFg

Liturgy Schedule

Join us on YouTube
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbymBGlQxUF6bUqPct5txFg

Our Sick
 Please pray for those who are 
seriously ill or who are hospitalized:  
Pat Blake, Donald Miriani, Bonnie 
McKenna, Matthew Elias, Mary 
Martin, George Bucec, Emilie 
Kasper, Anna Noto Billings, Eileen 
O’Brien, Liz Linne, Donna Barnes, 
Charmaine Kaptur, Frank Gregory, 
Alex Billiu, Jackie Walkowski, 
Maria Simcina, Brian Tague, Sharif 
Hannan, Shirley Whelan, Anne 
Purvis, Jeanene Maples, Kevin 
O’Connor, Albina Checki, Judy 
Sivanov, Matthew Brown, Lily 
Faith, Patty Freund, Karen Jordan, 
Janis Ramsey, Colette Gilewicz, Al 
LaHood, Ken Ryan, Valerie Hudson 
and those suffering and hospitalized 
worldwide with Covid.

Your Envelope Speaks
... the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum of ............... $10,100.00
On Sunday, December 11, 2022On Sunday, December 11, 2022
in envelopes we received ............. $4,620.00in envelopes we received ............. $4,620.00
in the loose collection..................in the loose collection..................   $1,936.00   $1,936.00
in electronic donations.................... $2,601.91in electronic donations.................... $2,601.91
for a total of ................................   $9,167.91for a total of ................................   $9,167.91
UnderUnder budget for the week..............    budget for the week..............   $$932.09932.09
Number of envelopes mailed ................Number of envelopes mailed ................   621   621
Number of envelopes used ...................... 61Number of envelopes used ...................... 61

Our Dead

Scriptures for the 
4th  Week of Advent
December 19
 Jgs 13: 2-7, 24-25a
 Ps 71: 3=4a, 5-6b, 16-17
 Lk 1: 5-25
December 20
 Is 7: 10-14
 Ps 24: 1-6
 Lk 1: 26-38
December 21
 Sg 2: 8-14 or Zep 3: 14-18a
 Ps 33: 2-3, 11-12, 20-21
 Lk 1: 39-45
December 22
 1 Sm 1: 24-28
 (Ps) 1 Sm 2: 1, 4-8
 Lk 1: 46-56
December 23
` Mal 3: 1-4, 23-24
 Ps 25: 4bc-5ab, 8-10, 14
   Lk 1: 57-66
December 24
 Is 62: 1-5
 Ps 89: 4-5, 15-17, 27, 29
 Acts 13: 16-17, 22-25
 Mt 1: 1-25 or 1: 18-25
December 25
 Is 52: 7-10
 Ps 98: 1-6
 Heb 1: 1-6
 Jn 1: 1-18 or 1: 1-5, 9-14

Monday, December 19
Weekday 4th week in Advent
Tuesday, December 20
Weekday 4th week in Advent
8:30 a.m. – Mass – Bob Ramsey;
Carter Billiu
Wednesday, December 21
St. Peter Canisius, priest & doctor
Thursday, December 22
Weekday 4th week in Advent
7:00 p.m. – Mitchell & Adeline Urbanski
Friday, December 23
St. John Kanty, priest
12:00 – Mass – David White
Saturday, December 24
The Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord
4:00 p.m. – Mass – Children’s Liturgy
Sunday, December 25
The Nativity of the Lord
12:00 a.m. – Midnight Mass
8:30 – Mass – For All People
11:15 – Mass – For All People

Opłatek
 Before sitting down to Christ-
mas Eve dinner, many families with 
roots in Poland and other Eastern 
European countries will take part in 
the opłatek tradition. The sharing of 
this unleavened bread with another 
person is a time to tell each other,  
‘I love you, I care about you.’ These wa-
fers are sold through our parish, at our 
office or after mass in church. White wa-
fers are for the human members of the 
family; pets get the tinted ones. If you 
cannot find Opłatek in stores, we have 
some in our office.

January Retreats
 The Capuchin Retreat center 
in Washington, Mi is inviting parishio-
ners to “Retreat” into the new year.
 Every weekend throughout 
January are installments in their Liv-
ing The Lord’s Prayer series, which are 
broken up into men’s weekends and 
women’s weekends respectively. The 
retreat conferences – inspired by the 
Scriptural passages, Franciscan Capu-
chin Tradition, and the reflections of 
Pope Francis – offer a wonderful op-
portunity to reflect upon the words and 
spirituality of the Lord’s Prayer so that 
we dare not only to PRAY, but also tru-
ly dare to LIVE within this prayer. 
 The first two weekends will 
host the men, with the final two week-
ends hosting the women’s retreats. To 
register, please visit capretreat.org or 
call (248) 651-4826.
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VIGIL OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST   
Saturday, December 24, 2022, 

mini-ConCert starting at 3:30 p.m.  
Mass at 4 p.m. (faCebook live) 

FEAST OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST  
Sunday, December 25, 2022 

mini-ConCert starting at 11:30 p.m.  
midnight mass at 12 a.m. (faCebook live) 

masses on Christmas morning 
at 8:30 a.m. and at 11:15 a.m.

NEW YEAR’S EVE & DAY  
Saturday, December 31, 2022  

Mass at 4 p.m. (faCebook live) 
Sunday, January 1, 2023, masses at 8:30 a.m. & 11:15 a.m.

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  
Saturday, January 7,  

Confirmations at 1:30 p.m. – (faCebook live) and mass at 4 p.m. 
Sunday, January 8, 2023,  

masses at 8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 

the Christmas Season and suffer the modern Caesar’s unfor-
giving tax burden? Offering hospitality 
to those crushed by economic hardship, 
yes. But also hearing Mary’s song echo 
in our ears and participating in a grand 
reversal that feeds the hungry and de-
thrones those who dominate the econo-
my for their own benefit. For Luke, the 
economy is no mere backdrop for the 
narrative; it’s a feature of deep engage-
ment with the reality of the world God 
arrives to upend.
 In God’s economy, we are not 
nearly as powerless or invisible as im-
perial economies would have us think. 
In God’s economy, salvation includes 
reconsidering how our economies are 
structured, who they press upon, and 
how we can keep our communities safe 
and sustainable for those visiting from 
afar, like the Holy Family.
 Excerpted from “Mary, Joseph 
and a Tea Vendor” by Kelley Nikonde-
ha. Access her complete article in the 
September 2022 issue of The Christian 
Century magazine.

Economics
Concluded from page 2

Pregnancy Aid by Mail
 For 29 Advent seasons now, we have erected a Pregnancy Aid Giving Tree in our church building as a demon-
strative way of supporting our pro-life convictions. This Giving Tree outreach program benefits the local Pregnancy Aid 
Society at their new location at 15847 E. 8 Mile Rd. in Eastpointe, where women with unplanned pregnancies can find 
positive alternatives to abortion. Services provided include pregnancy tests; emotional help, ultrasounds and material 
support for both infants and their moms.  It is this last area that relies on us to supply their supply room.
 Our “Giving Tree” was lost in the flood, and given the “iffy” nature of church attendance and shopping over 
the next few weeks, it makes sense to extend the collection time for Pregnancy Aid this year − take a pass on the gift 
tags − and accept mailed packages, too. 
 Usually we would ask that gifts arrive here during the actual Christmas masses. However, because of current 
circumstances, gifts to Pregnancy Aid will be welcomed now through the end of December. Although cumber some 
when it comes to storage, it is better for the good of the whole to get this done earlier rather than later. If you want to 
make an online purchase from a vendor, please have it sent directly to the parish office with a marking “Pregnancy Aid” 
somewhere on the shipping label.
 The Pregnancy Aid Society has a wish list which includes: baby clothing (0-12 mos.), sleepers, blankets, bibs, 
undershirts (one-piece snap-style), bath accessories, baby toiletries, diapers (size 1 and 2), strollers, breast-feeding acces-
sories and informative books and toys. “Pack ’n Plays,” along with Pack ’n Play-sized crib sheets, are also welcomed, as 
are all gently used baby furniture and car carriers. 
 In short — things that are practical, educational and essential. Gently used baby furniture, strollers and car seats 
are also a welcome gift — call for special drop-off instructions. All these items brought in are part of an inventory from 
which Pregnancy Aid draws all year long. 
 With safe-delivery laws, adoption, pregnancy resource centers, and assistance from agencies that provide neces-
sities for mom and baby, every pregnant woman should know there is a community of compassion waiting to help her. 
While pregnancy can be overwhelming, women never need to face it alone. That’s a commitment the Catholic Church, 
local Catholic agencies, and pregnancy resource centers offer to mothers.




