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 During his planned visit to the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) and South Sudan in February 2023, Pope 
Francis intends to be in dialogue with African Catholics – but 
also to listen to political leaders and young Africans. This 
visit comes at a defining 
moment in what is regard-
ed as a fairly progressive 
papacy.
 Pope Francis has 
convened a worldwide 
consultation on the future 
of the Catholic church. 
This consultation, called a 
synodal process, began in 
2021 and will conclude in 
2024. It is the most ambi-
tious dialogue ever under-
taken on bringing changes 
in Catholic beliefs and 
practices since the Second 
Vatican Council’s reforms 
in 1965. It is exciting for 
reform-minded Catholics, 
but distressing for others.
 The ongoing syn-
odal process has exposed 
the fault lines in modern 
Catholicism on the issues 
of women, celibacy, sexu-
ality, marriage, clerical-
ism and hierarchism. How 
Pope Francis – who marks 
a decade of his papacy this year – manages these increasingly 
divisive issues will, in my judgment, largely define his legacy.
 My research has focused on how African Catholics 
can bring about a consensus approach in managing these con-
tested issues.
 The big questions for me are how another papal visit 
to Africa at this point will address the challenges and op-
portunities that Africans are identifying through the synodal 
process – and how this plays into the state of Catholicism in 
Africa.
The influence of African Catholicism

 The Catholic church is witnessing its fastest growth 
in Africa (recent statistics show 2.1% growth between 2019 
and 2020). Out of a global population of 1.36 billion Catho-
lics, 236 million are African (20% of the total).

 African Catholics 
are not simply growing 
in number. They are rein-
venting and reinterpret-
ing Christianity. They are 
infusing it with new lan-
guage and spiritual vibran-
cy through unique ways of 
worshipping God.
 Given its expan-
sion, the Catholic church 
in Africa is well placed to 
be a central driver of so-
cial, political and spiritual 
life. In many settings, the 
church provides a com-
munity of hope where the 
fabric of society is weak 
because of war, humanitar-
ian disasters and disease.
 The DRC, for in-
stance, has the highest 
number of Catholic health 
facilities in Africa at 2,185. 
It is followed by Kenya 
with 1,092 and Nigeria 
with 524 facilities. Ad-
ditionally, bishops have 

mobilised peaceful protests against violence in the DRC and 
Nigeria.
 Another major feature of Catholicism on the conti-
nent is that it is witnessing a “youth bulge.” Central to Pope 
Francis’ advocacy for Africa is his appeal that churches, re-
ligious groups and governments show solidarity with young 
people. He calls them “the church of now.”
 The pope expressed this most recently in November 
2022 during a synodal consultation with African youth. He 
denounced the exploitation of Africa by external forces and 

Pope Francis – Again in Africa
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Francis in Africa
Continued from page 1

 The wooden pews in St. Ambrose church building 
have served this congregation “in good times and bad” 
for coming up on a century now. 

 They were designed and installed in 1925 and crafted 
in Michigan out of Red Oak, with the secondary wood of the 
seat portion in American Elm – a lesser wood back then, but 
almost non-existent today. 

 Preparing for the building’s centennial, each pew is 
being removed from the building and taken to a workshop in 
Ubly, Michigan, where it will be disassembled, sanded, stained 
and refinished, along with the Hymn book racks and kneelers, 
which will be rebuilt and refitted with new hardware.  

 In honor of the thousands of faithful who have sat 
here, please consider committing to restoring one of our 
antique pews. 

 For further information or to 
generously sponsor a pew, please visit 
stambrosechurch.net, follow the QR Code to 
the right or call our office at (313) 822-2814. 

its destruction by wars, ideologies of violence and policies 
that rob young people of their future.

Why Sudan and the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo?
 Pope Francis comes to Africa as part of the synodal 
consultation. He takes the message of a humble and merciful 
church to some of the most challenging parts of Africa: the 
DRC and South Sudan.
 These two countries illustrate the impact of neo-lib-
eral capitalism and the effects of slavery, colonialism and im-
perialism. Together, they have unleashed the most destructive 
economic, social and political upheaval in modern African 
history.
 Pope Francis is coming to listen especially to the 
poor, to young people and to women who have been violated 
in conflicts. He also hopes to address the hidden wounds of 
clerical sexual abuse in the church.
 Pope Francis will see how war, dictatorship and eco-
logical disasters have denied ordinary people access to land, 
labour and lodging. These are the “three Ls” he proposes as 
vital in giving agency to the poor.

Some opposition
 Pope Francis will no doubt receive a warm welcome 
during his visit. Most African Catholics embrace his message 
of a poor and merciful church because it speaks to their chal-
lenges.
 But there are many African Catholics, particularly 
high-ranking church leaders, who are yet to embrace this 
reform agenda. The previous two popes encouraged a cen-
tralizing tendency, which promoted unquestioning loyalty to 
Rome by African bishops. As a result, these bishops resisted 
attempts by African theologians to modernize and Africanize 
Catholic beliefs and practices to meet local needs and cir-
cumstances.
 This has led to some African bishops being uncom-
fortable with Pope Francis’ progressive agenda on liberation 
theology, openness to gay Catholics, condemnation of cleri-
cal privilege and power, and inclusion of women in main-
stream leadership.
 Rather than being a strong church that looks like 
Africa, some of the Catholic dioceses on the continent have 
embraced medieval traditions – like Roman rituals and Latin 
– that alienate ordinary African Catholics, especially young 
people.

Africa’s future role
 Pope Francis has often spoken of giving Africa a 
voice in the church and in the world.

 Many African Catholics wonder how this will hap-
pen when, for the first time in more than 30 years, there is 
just one African holding an important executive function at 
the Vatican. This is Archbishop Protase Rugambwa of Tanza-
nia, the secretary of the Dicastery for the Evangelization of 
Peoples, a department at the Vatican’s central offices.
 Many African Catholics hope that Pope Francis will 
announce some African appointments to the Vatican during 
his February 2023 visit.
 They also are hoping he will create a pontifical com-
mission for Africa, similar to the Latin American commis-
sion created in 1958. This will be a significant way of giving 
African Catholics a voice in the church of Rome.
 Pope Francis hasn’t fully recovered from the health 
challenges that led to the cancellation of the trip last July. But 
he is making this trip because he believes that Africa matters.
 Through the sessions that the Pope will conduct with 
Africans, especially young people, it’s hoped that the Catho-
lic church in Africa can help address the causes of war and 
suffering in the DRC and South Sudan, and the obstacles to 
reforming the church in Africa.

By Stan Chu Ilo, Research Professor, World Christianity and 
African Studies, DePaul University – January 18, 2023. This 
article is republished from The Conversation, a nonprofit 
news site dedicated to sharing ideas from academic experts. 
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All
ThingsConsidered

 The Pastoral Visit that Pope 
Francis was originally scheduled to 
make in July of last year will now take 
place this week. It was postponed due 
to problems with Pope Francis’ knee.   
 The Holy Father will be in the 
African countries of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and South Sudan 
from Jan. 31st – Feb. 5th.
 Francis will spend the first 
leg of the trip in the Congolese city of 
Kinshasa before visiting the South Su-
danese capital, Juba. This will be the 
Holy Father’s fifth visit to the African 
continent.  
 He visited Kenya, Uganda and 
the Central African Republic in 2015, 
and Mozambique, Mauritius and Mad-
agascar in 2019. Francis also visited 
Egypt in 2017 and Morocco two years 
later. This underscores the importance 
of African Catholics in terms of world 
influence. 
 When I was in parochial grade 
school back in the ‘50s, part of our reli-
gious training was to support mission-
ary activity.  We would collect change 
or maybe give up our milk money in 

order to “ransom a pagan baby.” When 
the students reached a total of five dol-
lars, that money would be sent to the 
missions.  We were told that a baby in 
the missions was considered spiritu-
ally adopted, or “supported” might be 
a better word.  A great incentive for an 
elementary school student’s mind was 
that we got to assign that young soul a 
Christian saint’s name.  Of course, the 
restless mind of a 5th grader produced 
some “saints’ names” that nobody ever 
heard of – needing our nuns’ guidance.  
 You could never get away with 
such a program in today’s “woke” cli-
mate and with our more sophisticated 
understanding of evangelization. But 
truth be told, “buying a pagan baby” 
worked wonders to spread the faith. 
Those babies grew up to be practicing 
Catholics – they raised Catholic fami-
lies, many of whom sent their children 
to Catholic schools, seminaries and 
convents. In a sense, they replicated the 
pattern of our 1950s American Catholic 
faith.
 So while the faith wavers and 
fades in lands that have been Christian 
for two millennia, it now has found a 
sure foothold in Africa. It’s not unusual 
these days for an American parish to be 
staffed by a missionary from Africa. Is 
it any wonder why the Holy Father is 
so keenly focused on the faith in the 
African continent? We should be too, 
for lots of different reasons.

  XXX
 The photo at the bottom of this 
page shows the first batch of refinished 
pews being returned to us and the sec-
ond batch of pews going out for refin-
ishing.   
 You can appreciate the cost of 
the project when you start to see the 
transportation and man-hours involved.  
Eight men from Ubly, Michigan, spent 
two days here, and probably two more 
days on either end of the shipment 
loading the truck.
 Examining the pews with a 
fine eye, you’ll see a number of im-
provements. The center-supports are 
entirely new, the kneelers now have 
light-weight aluminum hardware. Even 
the hymn-book racks are rebuilt.  The 
workmanship is first-rate.
 We’re exactly at a halfway 
point in the project. Understandably, 
finding patrons for the second half will 
be more difficult.  We have replacement 
carpet paid for and sitting in a ware-
house awaiting installation.  The ideal 
is not to have to pay multiple times 
for lifting and installing the pews. We 
are now in a situation where we have 
to up-front some very expensive items 
like furnishings with the understanding 
that our insurance will reimburse us 
later. So, we don’t have surplus funds 
to tie up on the pew project now. We 
can only do what we can. 

TRP
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The Buzz

 I would simply like to learn  
more about the Catholic Faith.

 I desire to prepare for my 
Baptism into Christianity.

 I've been Baptized as a Christian 
and now desire to join in Catholic 
Communion.

 I'm non-Catholic, but married to a 
Catholic, and now wish to join the 
Catholic Church.

 I'm Catholic and I would like to 
complete my initiation into the 
Catholic Church by celebrating 
Confirmation and/or Communion.

 I'm Baptized Catholic and would 
like to learn more about my faith 
and how to practice it.

 I want to propose someone for 
Catholic Church membership and 
offer to serve as their sponsor.

 I would be willing to help with an 
R.C.I.A. program.

 I have other needs, requests, and 
questions. Please contact me.

Name
______________________________
______________________________

Home Phone
_______________________________

Work Phone 
_______________________________

Email Address
______________________________

Return this to the Parish Rectory or place it in the 
Collection basket.

 There are four Sundays of Ordinary Time remaining before we begin Lent. 
Each will include a portion of the famous Chapter 5 of Matthew’s Gospel. This 
chapter presents us with the first major discourse of Jesus’ public ministry. Read 
Chapter 4 to get the timing and context for this Sermon on the Mount.
 Today we begin with verses 1-12, most commonly referred to as the Beati-
tudes.  They are sometimes offered as the commandments of the New Testament.  
We’ve all heard them. Know what they mean?
 I read about a priest who was teaching a religion class in a Catholic high 
school to 11th graders. Without a lot of introduction, he paraphrased the Beatitudes 
into language more in tune with the students. He asked if they might know or could 
guess from where or whom such concepts and sayings might have come. The con-
sensus was that they came from a person or people who were nuts.
 I learned early on in ministry a little of how Jesus must have felt in dealing 
with the response to what he put out there for people to try (as a way of living). As 
someone just starting out, I remember the struggle in parish work between “real-
ism” as a holy word and concept, versus “idealism” as a worthlessly empty if not 
evil way to approach anything. How about you? How do you see the interplay or 
preeminence between idealism and realism in today’s Church . . . and world? Read 
Chapter 5 each of these upcoming 4 weeks and keep asking/answering the ques-
tions anew each time. See if anything changes from beginning to the end of the 
month.  If not, Lent begins during that fourth week! 

  
 Just before he gave the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus had just returned from 
his post-baptismal retreat in the desert and started calling the first disciples to fol-
low him. Then he began to teach and lay out plans for how people are to change and 
live in new ways. 
 He hasn’t stopped calling people to join together to follow him. We believe 
he calls people to be in communion with one another and him in the Catholic Faith.
 Has he called you or someone you know to follow him? You don’t have to 
figure out how to do this all alone. He gives disciples to one another to support each 
other at every stage of listening and responding. One way we Catholics do this is 
by way of the OCIA process. (It is the same as RCIA, except someone thought the 
translation should be “Order” rather than “Rite” of Christian Initiation of Adults.) 
 Here at St. Ambrose, this process of adults following the Lord is not struc-
tured like children’s classes. We begin with the premise that God calls the individual 
in some unique way. The ministry of the OCIA is to nurture and support the growth 
of the seed of Faith that the Lord has planted. So the inquirer already brings a lot 
to the table. We are not just imparting doctrinal knowledge to them. We explore 
together basically the four dimensions of the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
the Creed – what we know about, and have a relationship with, God; Sacraments 
– how we celebrate God’s involvement in ordinary and extraordinary moments of 
our lives; Morality – the inspired guidance for human solidarity and personal hap-
piness; and Prayer/Spirituality – ongoing growth in Faith-communication and a life 
lived in love for others.
 This is done in a relaxed yet deeply reflective way. It is tailored to the 
individual; your starting point is the starting point for consideration about God’s 
call and your response – not a preformulated curriculum. Times in the process are 
flexible based on the life-circumstances of the individual. There is no cost nor obli-
gation for participation as long as the process is genuinely meeting the needs of the 
inquirer.  So . . .
 Contact Fr. Tim or myself anytime with questions about any of this . . . or 
to get started. See us after a mass in church, or call 313-822-2814. You may also fill 
in the form on the left and drop it in the church collection basket or at the rectory.

Chuck Dropiewski 
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The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the
 St. Ambrose Catholic Community

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan

Priest in Solidum: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc
 Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums
Minister of Music: Louise Veltri

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor
Secretary: Mary Urbanski

Sacramental Celebrations
Masses: On the Lord’s Day –
    Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.
    Sunday - 8:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
office a minimum of six months in advance of the 
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

Invitation to Serve
 The Society of St. Vincent dePaul ministers to families in need through-
out the Archdiocese.  The SVdP Conference in our parish is a network of friends, 
inspired by Gospel values, growing in holiness and building a more just world 
through personal relationships and service to neighbors in need.
 It is important for our Conference to strengthen itself and to recruit members 
of the parish for their commitment.  It is also important to seek diversity within our 
Conference – men and women, young people, members of various ethnic and minor-
ity groups.  With these goals in mind, consider this an Invitation to Serve.
 Those who feel inclined to follow this ministry will be given training called 
an Ozanam Orientation named for the SVdP founder, Frederic Ozanam.  Each new 
member works with experienced Vincentians in visiting and assisting those in need.
 This ministry is not for everyone. Most Vincentians realize they were not 
the ones to choose this work for Christ. They were chosen, perhaps because of a 
deeper need within themselves to serve in a concrete way.  
 Lent will call us to deeper and more sincere works of charity.  If you feel 
called to the work of the SVdP talk with us.  Or contact the St. Ambrose Confrater-
nity through President Christopher Cavanagh by calling the rectory at 822-2814.

Ghirelli Rosaries
Six different custom designed 
rosaries were made by hand in 

Italy expressly for St. Ambrose 
Parish. The bead collection ranges 
from hard woods to various semi-

precious stones. 

The crucifix is modeled  from 
the Ark Plaza sculpture and the 
center piece depicts the First and 
Second Coming of Christ from 

our sanctuary. The “Pater” bead 
is taken from a details in our 

stained glass windows. Not just a 
beautiful work of craftsmanship, 
but a useful aid in prayer, a real 
legacy piece. To order, please visit  
our website, use the QR code below, 

or visit the parish office.

 Thursday, February 2nd is the feast of The Lord's Presentation. 
Catholics have been observing this festivity since at least the year 386 
when, on that date, pilgrims to the Holy Land recorded their participa-

tion in candlelight processions, recalling the meeting that Simeon and 
Anna had with the infant Jesus, "the light of revelation". 
 Candles blessed for home use on this feast are considered to 
be especially potent. We will bless Candlemas candles on February 
2nd at the 7:00 p.m. Mass. We will have boxed sets of candles avail-
able for you on display at the front of church from after the blessing 
until Lent. We ask that you make a minimum donation of $5 to cover 
their cost. Burn them on special occasions – during storms – or when 
Communion is brought to your home for someone who is ill or dying.
 On Friday, February 3rd, we use these newly blessed candles 
to honor St. Blaise. Blaise was the Bishop in what we know as 
modern day Armenia. He once saved a boy from choking to death, 
and for this reason, he is invoked against diseases of the throat. As 
part of one of the final purges conducted by the Romans against 
Christians, Blaise was arrested, tortured and beheaded in the city 
of Sebaste in the year 316. His feast was immediately popular 
among Eastern Christians, and his fame was later brought to the 
Western Church by the Crusaders.

  In accord with custom, we will invoke the protection of St. 
Blaise on those who come to have their throats blessed on his feast 

day. We'll conduct throat blessings on Friday, February 3rd, at the 
noon mass and at 7:00 in the evening outside of mass.

Candlemas

Evening Prayer and Dinner with the Archbishop
 This high-impact, low-pressure experience seeks to begin or continue the 
conversation about vocation and the priesthood.  Priests are asked to invite those in 
whom they may already see a vocation to the priesthood to this March 28th event. 
Typically, men, ages 16 to 55, attend with their pastor. If interested, or if you have 
someone who should be asked, talk with Fr. Pelc before March 20th.
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Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish

The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 28th & 29th 

Reference # in our Breaking Bread Hymnal or on your iphone using the QR code. 

Entrance: Let Us Go To The Altar #318  
Psalm 19: Lord, You Have The Words #752 

Preparatory: Servant Song #383  
Communion: : Whatsoever You Do #627 

Recessional: For The Healing of The Nations #743

Currently Wayne County shows a MEDIUM level of Covid risk. As a result, St. Ambrose 
Parish is still strongly recommending the wearing of masks in church.
To participate electronically, go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish or better yet, to 
You Tube at www.youtube.com/channel/UCbymBGIQxUF6UqPct5xFg

Liturgy Schedule

Join us on YouTube
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbymBGlQxUF6bUqPct5txFg

Our Sick
 Please pray for those who are 
seriously ill or who are hospitalized:  
Pat Blake, Donald Miriani, Bonnie 
McKenna, Matthew Elias, Mary 
Martin, George Bucec, Emilie 
Kasper, Anna Noto Billings, Eileen 
O’Brien, Liz Linne, Donna Barnes, 
Charmaine Kaptur, Frank Gregory, 
Alex Billiu, Jackie Walkowski, 
Maria Simcina, Sharif Hannan, 
Shirley Whelan, Anne Purvis, Kevin 
O’Connor, Albina Checki, Judy 
Sivanov, Matthew Brown, Lily 
Faith, Patty Freund, Karen Jordan, 
Janis Ramsey, Colette Gilewicz, Al 
LaHood, Valerie Hudson, Norma 
Chinchilla, Jeanene Maples, Angela 
Hansen, and those suffering and 
hospitalized worldwide with Covid.

Your Envelope Speaks
... the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum of ............... $10,100.00
On Sunday, January 22, 2023On Sunday, January 22, 2023
in envelopes we received ............. $4,237.00in envelopes we received ............. $4,237.00
in the loose collection..................in the loose collection..................   $1,500.00   $1,500.00
in electronic donations.................... $2,609.18in electronic donations.................... $2,609.18
for a total of ................................   $8,346.18for a total of ................................   $8,346.18
UnderUnder budget for the week........... budget for the week...........$1,753.82$1,753.82
Number of envelopes mailed ..............  621Number of envelopes mailed ..............  621
Number of envelopes used ...................... 52Number of envelopes used ...................... 52

Scriptures for the 
4th  Week of Ordinary Time
January 30
 Heb 12: 4-7, 11-13
 Ps 103: 1-2, 13-14, 17-18a
 Mk 6: 1-5
January 31
 Heb 12: 1-4
 Ps 22: 26-28, 30-32  
 Mk 5: 21-43
February 1
 Heb 12: 4-7, 11-15
 Ps 103:1-2, 13-14,17-18a
 Mk 6:1-6
February 2
 Mal 3: 1-4
 Ps 24: 7-10
 Heb 2: 14-18
 Lk 2: 22-40 or 2:22-32 
February 3
 Heb 13:1-8
 Ps 27:1, 3, 5,8-9
   Mk 6:14-29
February 4
 Heb 13: 15-17, 20-21
 Ps 23: 1-6
 Mk 6:30-34
February 5
 Is 58: 7-10                                                                                                                                        
  Ps 112: 4-9
     1 Cor 2: 1-5
 Mt 5: 13-16

Monday, January 30
Weekday 4th week in Ordinary Time
Tuesday, January 31
St. John Bosco, priest
8:30 – Mass 
Wednesday, February 1
Weekday 4th week in Ordinary Time
Thursday, February 2
The Presentation of the Lord
11:00 – Funeral - Patsy Mann
7:00 p.m. – William Schneedecker
Friday, February 3
St. Blaise, bishop & martyr
12:00 – Mass and Throat Blessing
7:00 – Blessing of Throats
Saturday, February 4
Weekday 4th week in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. – Mass – For All People
Sunday, February 5
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 – Mass – For All People
11:15 – Mass – For All People

Marriage Encounter 
 Looking for the perfect Valen-
tine’s Day gift for your spouse? How 
about the gift of better communication, 
stronger faith, more romance, and 44 
hours alone together?
 Discover all of this and more 
on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
experience: March 24-26 in Saginaw 
or April 14-16 in Grass Lake. 
 Apply today at WWME.org or 
contact Chris & Darla at 517-667-0433 
for more info.

Journey of Conversion
 Starting on Feb. 26th, you’re 
invited to join a free online Lenten 
course with Dr. Patricia Cooney-Ha-
thaway, professor of Spirituality and 
Systematic Theology at Sacred Heart 
Seminary.  
 In this tuition-free course, Dr. 
Cooney will illustrate the journey to 
our true selves in God through the com-
pelling life stories of Thomas Merton, 
Dorothy Day, Oscar Romero, and Etty 
Hillesum. Their journeys of conversion 
illuminate and provide guidance for 
our own!
 Complete the sessions on your 
schedule, or you can use this course as 
a Lenten study or retreat experience 
to grow deeper in your personal rela-
tionship with God.  Dr. Cooney will 
explore the journey of conversion as 
a letting-go of the false self as we dis-
cover our true self in God. Learn more 
and register at at shms.edu/lent.
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 Van   Van  GoghGogh  in America!in America!






