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 DeVon Cunningham, whose 
image of a Black Jesus Christ in a Detroit 
Catholic church sparked national contro-
versy, is being remembered by family and 
friends for a legacy of work that captured the rising sense of 
Black pride in Detroit in the late 1960s and early 70s.
 Cunningham, who died this past July 31 at age 88, 
is best known for his mural at St. Charles Lwanga Catho-
lic church, formerly St. Cecilia’s, near Livernois and Grand 
River in Detroit. He is also known for 22 works included in 
the Catalog of American Portraits by the Smithsonian Insti-
tution’s National Portrait Gallery.
 Yet art was not Cunningham’s full-time profession 
for decades, he was a longtime executive at Detroit Edison, 
now DTE Energy, where he worked for 44 years, according 

to his family. Among his positions were director of commu-
nity affairs and a lobbyist. He retired more than 20 years ago.
 Cunningham, who died at Ascension Providence 
Hospital in Novi, was a prolific artist throughout most of his 
adult life, according to his daughters. One of them, Traylor, 
played a role in the events leading up to her father’s painting 
of the image of Black Christ at the west side Detroit church. 
She was a junior high student at then-St. Cecilia’s school dur-
ing the 1967 uprising, which was one of the largest U.S. civil 
disturbances in the 20th century.
 After the July 1967 uprising and the assassination 
of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in April 1968, several na-
tionwide groups of black Catholics were founded in Detroit. 
Sometime after the uprising, Traylor said she and other stu-
dents staged a “sit-out” at the school. “We were upset there 
were no images of ourselves” in the church, Traylor said. “We 
wanted our Jesus to look like our community.” She recalls at 
the time the neighborhood and the church parishioners were 
changing from White to increasingly Black.

Church painting prompts threats
 St. Cecilia’s parish priest at the time, the 
Rev. Raymond Ellis, invited Cunningham to paint 
the image in the domed ceiling behind the altar. 
Alongside the Black Christ he painted images of a 
multicultural row of angels. There are also images 
of King, Mahatma Gandhi, John and Robert Ken-
nedy, and a Star of David.
 “I don’t know when Father Ellis started to 
receive the death threats, but I know that was part 
of the reaction,” said the Rev. Theodore Parker, 
the current parish priest at St. Charles Lwanga.
 In a 2013 interview, Cunningham told The 
Detroit News he and Ellis faced calls to be excom-
municated from the Catholic Church.

 The image made the cover of Ebony Magazine in 
March 1969 and years later was featured in The New York 
Times. The backlash may have resulted in the firebombing of 
Cunningham’s Detroit home, said his daughter, Kimberly.“ At 
the time, he told our family it was an electrical fire. But years 
later when I was an adult, he told me that someone got mad 
and threw a bomb through our window. It was because of the 
Black Christ.”
 It also inspired many in the burgeoning Blac    k 
Catholic movement. In a 2008 interview with the Detroit Free 
Press, the Rev. Clarence Williams recalled his first impres
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sion of the Black Christ. Williams, who died last month, be-
came a national leader in the Catholic Church. 
 Williams said even some in the Black community 
disapproved of the image. “I was a college student in Indiana 
when this painting appeared on the cover of Ebony magazine, 
and a lot of the good Negro people I knew at that time thought 
people in Detroit had 
lost their minds! Christ 
couldn’t be Black like 
this,” Williams said in 
2008.
 “And do you 
know what else is 
important about this 
painting? It was com-
missioned by a Leba-
nese-American priest, 
Father Ray Ellis ... 
who understood big-
otry himself,” Williams 
said. “It’s almost im-
possible now for people 
to appreciate how im-
portant Detroit was in 
the 1960s in waking up 
our consciousness as a 
Black community. But 
Detroit was an epicen-
ter in that movement.”
 Ellis never wa-
vered in his support, 
Parker recalled. “Jesus 
is for all people,” Park-
er said. “And especially 
since the Resurrection, 
he is, in a sense, all 
people. From that little 
place in Nazareth to 
crucifixion and death to 
Resurrection and life. 
Now, all people are part 
of Christ.”

Still Popular
 The image remains popular, Fr. Parker said. “People 
still come to see it from time to time, and Cunningham of-
ten would bring people” to see it, he said. “Not so long ago, 
somebody was here from Paris and then someone from a mu-
seum came.” The parish doesn’t have the resources to offer 
routine tours, he said.
 The national attention helped Cunningham land 
portraits of prominent Black Detroiters, including an epic 

canvas of  Motown founder Berry Gordy. Cunningham was 
commissioned by Anna Gordy Gaye, Berry’s sister and wife 
of recording artist Marvin Gaye, for the portrait.
 Traylor recalled accompanying her father to Gordy’s 
Detroit home for the painting sessions. She said she often 
remembers her father’s career as a Detroit Edison executive, 
where he met influential politicians such as President Ronald 
Reagan and Michigan Gov. William Milliken.
 Fr. Parker said Cunningham always wanted his work 

to reflect concern 
about other people 
and the world. “He 
wanted a world 
where people are 
able to understand 
one another despite 
differences in race 
and nationalities,” 
he said.
 The image of Cun-
ningham’s Black 
Christ may become 
popular among an-
other group soon. 
Kimberly Perry is 
married to Scott 
Perry, who has had 
a 20 plus-year ca-
reer as a coach and 
executive for vari-
ous teams in the 
National Basketball 
Association includ-
ing the Detroit Pis-
tons. Scott Perry 
has shared the story 
with NBA players 
and others about 
C u n n i n g h a m ’ s 
death and art.
 “Now, (many) 
players, and coach-
es and staff have 
been asking if they 
get something with” 

the image, of the Black Christ, Kimberly Perry said. “So I’m 
going to make prints.”
 Cunningham was born in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Be-
sides his two daughters, he is survived by a brother, Anthony 
Christine, and two grandchildren. He received a master’s de-
gree in communications from Wayne State University.

Edited from an article by Louis Aguilar 
for The Detroit News, 8. 9. 22 laguilar@detroitnews.com

Get a costume and some friends and meet 
us on 

Friday, October 27th for an evening of fun and 
adventure.

Through a series of clues, the rally leads you 
to locations all over the Grosse Pointes.  A 
team accumulates points for accuracy and 
creativity – like those who show up in cos-

tume!

Admission is $35 per person and includes a 
late night supper after the Rally at a mystery 

location! 
So get your maps out and be ready to pro-

gram your GPS!

To register, visit www.stambrosechurch.net,
call (313) 822-2814

or scan this QR Code!
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All
ThingsConsidered

 Back in 1994, in preparation 
for the new Millennium, I was part of a 
program sponsored by our Archdiocese 
called “Jubilee 2000.”  It was a five-
year parish-based educational/prayer/
reflection project that would help local 
Catholics welcome the beginning of 
the third millennium of Christianity. It 
was a unique effort, and one of which I 
am still very proud decades later.  
 Year Two of the program fo-
cused on Jesus. One of the print pieces 
I put together for that was a holy card 
called the “Faces of Jesus.”  
 There are no known pictures 
of Jesus from his lifetime, thus no 
one knows what Jesus looked like and 
the images of him from history have 
served many purposes. My intention 
in designing the “Faces of Jesus” holy 
card was a simple effort to bring an 
awareness of how the Lord, seen from 
different points of view and time, tran-
scended them all - a sum greater than 
its parts.  
 I started with the face of  Christ 
from DeVon Cunningham’s controver-
sial “Black Jesus” mural in the apse of 
St. Cecelia’s church in Detroit. This 
image of Jesus, with distinctly African 
features, was no longer the powder-keg 
issue it had been in the late 60s – early 
70s. In and of iteself, this was part of 
the lesson. 
 By the start of the third mil-
lennium of Christianity, the popular 
portrayal of Jesus as a white, European 

man had come 
under scrutiny. 
In a multiracial, 
but unequal 
America, there 
were already 
disproportionate 
representations 
of a Jesus in art 
as having pale 

skin, a narrow face, medium-brown (or 
even blonde) flowing hair, with kind or 
sad eyes in any color. It was exempli-
fied not only in Warner Sallman’s 1940 
“Head of Christ” (depicted lower left) 
that hung in a lot of Christian homes 
– but also in the media image of ac-
tors who played Jesus on television and 
film at that time. Entering into a new 
Christian millennium, we needed to be-
gin by challenging the singular image 
of Christ’s face we 
had been consum-
ing.
 I paired 
C u n n i n g h a m ’s 
Black Jesus with 
6th century The 
Christ Pantocra-
tor of St. Cath-
erine’s Monas-
tery at Mt. Sinai.  
“ P a n t o c r a t o r ” 
literally means 
“ruler of all.” This 
face of the Lord is 
regarded by histo-
rians and scholars 
to be one of the 
oldest exisiting 
icons of this genre 
and it clearly 
shows Jesus as a 
man with Middle 
Eastern features. 
 For the 
third depiction 
of the “Faces of Christ” holy card, I 
turned to an image of Jesus painted just 
after the start of the last Millennium 
for the apse of the Spanish church of 
Sant Clemente de Taüll in the Catalan 
Pyrenees. This fresco is considered one 
of the masterpieces of the European 
Romanesque period. Entitled, “Christ 
in Majesty,” it shows him inscribed 
by a mandorla, seated on the arc of 
heaven, with the earth at his feet, bless-
ing with his right hand, while his left 
holds a book with the inscription EGO 
SUM LUX MUNDI – I am the light of 
the world.  What a great reminder that 
would have been for a culture that was 
about to descend into what would be 
known as “the dark ages”.

 For the fourth image on the 
holy card, I selected a painting of Je-
sus with Native American features ti-
tled the “Compassionate Christ.” It is 
the 1997 work of Father John Battista 
Giuliani, the son of Italian immigrants, 
who grew up in Greenwich, Connecti-
cut.
  In the 1990s Giuliani began a 
year-long study of Orthodox iconogra-
phy. With this working knowledge of 

the iconic process, 
he then struck out 
on his own artis-
tic path and began 
painting modern 
icons with images 
of Native Ameri-
cans as subjects.  
 Father Gi-
uliani noted that 
“even though I’m 
not Native Ameri-
can, I have a tre-
mendous amount 
of respect for the 
varied indigenous 
cultures of this 
land.  Their un-
derstanding of the 
world of nature 
and of God, their 
emphasis on being 
caretakers rather 
than exploiters 
of the land — all 
that is wonder-

fully consonant with the best of Chris-
tian thought and tradition. In my work 
I try to celebrate a union of a common 
spiritual understanding, to show how 
a single mystery can be approached 
through diverse cultures.”  
 Collectively these four faces 
resonated with and off of each other.
The “Faces of Jesus” holy card was 
met with instant popularity – unlike the 
hostility that Cunningham’s Black Je-
sus encountered just a few years earlier 
and a later arson attempt on Guilani’ s 
“Compassionate Christ.” 
 Demand for the free holy card 
was intense. It went through multi-
ple printings. I was told that over the 
course of the Jubilee 2000 project, the 
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Archdiocese distributed about a mil-
lion copies of the card and poster.
 The holy card was not meant 
to be scientific or definitive.  It simply 
served to open minds and hearts to see 
Jesus in a new way. While we are edi-
fied by art, author Fr. Dwight Longe-
necker reminds us that there are better 
ways we see Jesus. The first is in the 
community of believers. Jesus said, 
“Where two or three are gathered in my 
name there I am in the midst of them.” 
 The second way is through the 
Eucharistic species. The bread and 
wine become the body and blood of 
Christ. “This is my body” he taught. 
It’s pretty simple. We know Christ 
through Communion.
 The third way is joined with 
the first two. We know Christ in the 
person of his ministers and servants. 
He said to his apostles, “Those who 
hear you hear me, and those who hear 
me hear the one who sent me.”
 The fourth way is through 
the sacred Scriptures. “The Word 
was made flesh.” We therefore come 
to know Christ through the study of 
Scripture and the hearing of the word 
of God. 
 And the fifth way is one that 
has been hammered constantly by Pope 
Francis.  This is seeing Jesus in face of 
the poor. If you want to experience the 
mystery of an encounter with Christ, 
then see him in the face of the poor. 
Don’t just write a check to your favor-
ite charity. Get out and meet the poor 
and you will meet Christ. “Inasmuch as 
you did this for the least of my brethren 
you did it for me.”
 The arts serve faith. In the end, 
every one of the millions of depictions 
of the Face of Christ are part fact and 
fiction. The best all they can do is in-
spire an idea of Christ to deepen our 
encounter with him. The worst it can 
do is distract us from the true, living 
Christ because we will have mistaken 
a poor counterfeit for the real thing.

A Life In Art
  Longtime parishioner and artist Charmaine Kap-
tur is the focus of a gallery show this September in Grosse 
Pointe Farms. Her decades-spanning career has primarily 
been made up of drawing, painting, collage and monotype; 
however many art collectors know her for her distinctive 
watercolor paintings.
  Kaptur, who earned her bachelor’s degree in Art 
from Marygrove College in Detroit in 1956, also studied 

papermaking at Central Michigan University and the Art Institute of Chicago. She’s 
won multiple awards for her work at venues including the Grosse Pointe Art Center, 
Scarab Club and has been in more than 200 exhibitions around the world, including 
France, Norway and Austria. 
 Kaptur taught art for many years at the Grosse Pointe War Memorial, the 
Anton Art Center in Mount Clemens and the Grosse Pointe Art Center; at the last 
venue, she taught experimental painting. 
 “Retrospective: A Life in Art” will be on display through Sept. 24th in the 
art gallery at Grosse Pointe Congregational Church, 240 Chalfonte Ave. in Grosse 
Pointe Farms. The gallery is open to the public from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sundays or by 
appointment during the week. For information, call the church at (313) 884-3075.

St. Clare of Montefalco Open House
 On Thursday September 28th, our neighboring parish, St. Clare of Monte-
falco, is reopening their parish social hall which, like our ARK, was damaged in 
the flood of 2021. They are inviting the neighboring parishes to join them in this 
reopening. There will be live music, hearty appetizers, refreshments and fellow-
ship from 6:30 - 8:30p.m. in the lower level of their church at 1401 Whittier at 
Mack in the Park. Come and rejoice in thier restoration efforts!

Football alumni reunion 
from dozens of east-side Catholic schools
 A reunion for former football players of closed east-side Catholic high 
schools in Detroit and the surrounding area has been planned as an opportunity for 
many of these athletes to gather and swap “stories of old” on Sept. 22nd.
 The idea for the event came out of a lunch meeting with alumni from Bish-
op Gallagher High School in Harper Woods (which closed in 2002), and Dan Rohn, 
athletic director and varsity head football coach at De La Salle Collegiate.
 As a result, the Eastside Catholic High School Reunion was born; it will 
be held at the Warren De La Salle vs. Novi Detroit Catholic Central football game 
on Sept. 22nd, which will take place at De La Salle’s home field, The Tom Adams 
Field, at Wayne State University.
 “This is really going to be special because our schools are closed, and there 
are so many of us who want to get together, that’s what makes this so exciting.”” 
said Jack Masserang, 82, who coached from 1971 to 2004 at Bishop Gallagher.
 It would be an amazing turnout if all the schools represented were to attend 
the reunion, they include - St. Ambrose, Annunciation, Austin Catholic, Bishop 
Gallagher, Cathedral, De La Salle Collegiate, East Catholic, Nativity, Immacu-
late Conception, Notre Dame, Patronage of St. Joseph, Sacred Heart, Salesian, St. 
Anne, St. Anthony, St. Bernard, St. Catherine, St. Charles, St. Clement, SS. Cyril 
& Methodius, St. David, St. Elizabeth, St. Florian, St. Gertrude, St. Joseph, St. 
Ladislaus, St. Lawrence, St. Louis, St. Martin of Tours, St. Mary, St. Paul, St. Philip 
Neri, St. Rita, St. Rose of Lima, St. Stanislaus, St. Thomas the Apostle, Servite and 
Trinity Catholic. 
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The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the
 St. Ambrose Catholic Community

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan

Priest in Solidum: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc
 Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums
Minister of Music:  

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor
Secretary: Mary Urbanski

Sacramental Celebrations
Masses: On the Lord’s Day –
    Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.
    Sunday - 8:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
office a minimum of six months in advance of the 
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

Faith Formation Station

• Scan this QR Code with 
your smart phone cam-
era to make your dona-
tion.

Number of Families ............................ 800 
Returns to date  ..............................148
Average Gift in '23 ...................$573.00
AoD Quota in ‘23. ....................$97,755
Property/Liability Insurance ... $57,600
Adjusted parish target ......... $155,355
Received as of 9/13/23........... $84,811.50

2
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0
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CSA 
Box Scores

• Our CSA goal is higher this year by 
$4,086, but it will be as challenging to 
meet as it was in 2022. 

•  The insurance premium listed – roughly 
$1,107 a week – is the cost of our 
property and liability coverage for the 
parish.

•  Once we meet the AoD quota, anything 
given to the CSA comes directly back 
to our parish without the usual 7% 
deduction.

 Next Sunday, September 24, 2023, the religious education families, volun-
teers, and the greater St. Ambrose community will celebrate the beginning of our 
faith formation year with an opening liturgy and blessing.  I can think of no better 
way to begin our faith formation journey for the year than by sharing in the celebra-
tion of the Lord’s Day together.  May we continue to come together to give witness 
to our faith at Mass each week before or after our religious education classes.  
 I want to thank our catechists, classroom assistants, office assistants, and 
teen volunteers for answering the call to the ministry of catechesis.  May God bless 
the work of all of our hands and hearts working together this year.  We are truly 
grateful for the following volunteers:

• Kindergarten:  Rachel McKenzie – Catechist.  
• Grade 1:  Mary Grech – Catechist.  Nathan Grech – Assistant. 
• Grade 2: Jessica Kodanko, Tim Zilli – Catechists.  Lindsey Kodanko – Assistant.
• Grade 3:  Melissa Villarreal-Keast – Catechist.  Ava Biter – Assistant.
• Grade 4: Lauri Read, Kurt Vatalaro – Catechists.  Liam O’Byrne – Assistant.
• Grade 5: Rachel Hartung – Catechist.  Cassidy Woolums – Assistant.
• Grade 6:  Sebastien Foka, Ben Weisbrodt – Catechists.   Brendan O’Byrne – Assistant.
• Grade 7: Julie Van Marcke, Matt Utley – Catechists.  
• Grade 8: Daniel Clark, Elizabeth Puleo-Tague – Catechists.  Kiernan Tague – Assistant.
• Grade 9: Laura Bush-Terry – Catechist. 
• Office:  Mary Myers, Vince Rouleau.

 Every month our Family of Parishes discipleship formation (religious edu-
cation) classes will study a Saint of the Month.  September’s Saint of the Month 
is St. Teresa of Calcutta.  Saint Teresa of Calcutta, popularly known as “Mother 
Teresa” throughout the world, was born in 1910 in North Macedonia. As a young 
girl she loved learning the stories of Catholic missionaries. She joined the Sisters 
of Loreto so she could serve her religious order as a missionary in India. She took 
the name Teresa after Saint Therese of Lisieux, the patron saint of missionaries, 
and began working as a teacher and later principal of a Catholic school in Calcutta. 
In 1946 she went on an annual retreat and had an experience on the train that she 
referred to as her “call within the call.” Prompted by the Holy Spirit, she returned 
to Calcutta and left her work in education to serve and live among the poor. She 
begged for food and comforted the many poor and sick people in the city. She 
founded the Missionaries of Charity, known by their white and blue saris, who 
dedicated their lives to serving the poorest of the poor. Her religious order grew 
and so did her popularity. By the 1970s she became famous throughout the world 
for her work with the poor and received the Nobel Peace Prize. Like many other 
saints, she suffered from years of spiritual dryness struggling to feel an emotional 
experience in prayer, yet her dedication to service remained strong as did her love 
for the Lord. She died in 1997 and she was canonized as a saint in 2016.  
 You can read more about St. Teresa in these two articles in the Archdiocese 
of Detroit’s publication Unleash the Gospel:  Serving Others – Right Where We 
Are & Mother Teresa’s Impact on Southeast Michigan. 
 Registration for 2023-2024:   Our online registration closed on Septem-
ber 10th.  Families interested in joining the program must contact the religious edu-
cation office to inquire about class availability.  Class schedules will be emailed to 
all registered families this week.
 Program Opening Liturgy:  Our program will celebrate a Beginning 
of the Year Family All Class Mass on September 24, 2023 at the 8:30 a.m. Mass.  
Classes begin October 1, 2023 at the Merit Academy Building.

Kelly Woolums
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Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish

Liturgy Schedule

Join us on YouTube
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbymBGlQxUF6bUqPct5txFg

Our Sick
 Please pray for those who are 
seriously ill or who are hospitalized:  
Pat Blake, Donald Miriani, Bonnie 
McKenna, Matthew Elias, Mary 
Martin, Emilie Kasper, Anna Noto 
Billings, Eileen O’Brien, Liz Linne, 
Donna Barnes, Charmaine Kaptur, 
Frank Gregory, Alex Billiu, Jackie 
Walkowski, Maria Simcina, Sharif 
Hannan, Shirley Whelan, Ricardo 
Hernandez Montoya, Albina Checki, 
Judy Sivanov, Matthew Brown, Lily 
Faith, Patty Freund, Janis Ramsey, 
Colette Gilewicz, Al LaHood, 
Valerie Hudson, Jeanene Maples, 
Angela Hansen, John Freund, Kevin 
O’Connor, and those suffering and 
hospitalized worldwide with Covid.

Scriptures for the 24th  
week in Ordinary Time
September 18
 1 Tm 2: 1-8
 Ps `8: 2, 7-9
 Lk 7:  1-10
September 19
 Col 2: 6-15
 Ps 141: 1-2, 8-11
 Lk 6: 12-19
September 20
 Col 3: 1-11
 Ps 145: 2-3, 10-13
 Lk 6: 20-26
September 21
 Nm 21: 4b=9
 Ps 78: 1b-2, 34-39
 Phil 2: 6-11
 Jn 3: 13-17
September 22
 1 Tm 1: 1-2, 12-14
 Ps 16: 1-2, 5, 7-8, 11
 Jn 19: 25-27 or Lk 2: 33-36
September 23
 1 Tm 1: 15-17
 Ps `̀ 3: 1-7
 Lk 6:  6: 45-49
September 24
 Sir 27: 30-28: 7
 Ps 103: 1-4, 9-12
 Rom 14: 7-9
 Mt 18: 21-35

 Ann Therese Getz (82) re-
turned to St. Ambrose for her funeral 
mass on September 5, 2023.  She died on 
August 28th. She was a long-time parish-
ioner who lived on Ashland St. and was a 
former catechist for this parish. 
 She died in Batavia, Ohio, 
where she had moved to be closer to 
family.  At her passing, she was sur-
rounded by and cared for by her family 
after an intense two-week struggle with 
a recently discovered cancer. 
 Ann and her husband John E. 
Getz were married here in September 
of 1960. She was a devoted and cre-
ative mother of three: Edward (Ingrid), 
John, Susan; and son-in-law Michael 
Dotson. 
  Ann was the daughter of the 
late John F. Kraus and Mable R. (Na-
varre). In that household, she was the 
youngest of 5 – preceded in death by 
brothers Jack (Lois) and Tom (Marge, 
and 2nd Sally-surviving). Loving sister 
of Rita (the late Hank) Spezia and Jim 
(Sue); and sister-in-law of Tom (Sha-
ron) and the late Barbara Ann Getz.  
 Ann was a loving aunt to many 
nieces and nephews. Grandmother of 4 
– Elizabeth, Joey, John, and Kathrine; 
and the recent proud Great-Grand-
mother of Theodore. She was dearly 
loved and will be sorely missed.
 Memorial contributions were 
directed to St. Ambrose Parish and/or 
to the Capuchins.

Our Dead

Monday, September 18
Weekday 24th week in Ordinary Time
Tuesday, September 19
St. Januarius, bishop & martyr
8:30 a.m. – Mass – Walter Wilczynski
Wednesday, September 20
St. Andrew Kim Tae-gon, priest &
St. Paul Chong Ha-song, martyrs
Thursday, September 21
St. Matthew, apostle & evangelist
7:00 p.m. – Mass – Josepha Glomb
Friday, September 22
Weekday 24th week in Ordinary Time
12:00 p.m. – Mass – Thomas Pelc
Saturday, September 23
St. Pius of Pietrelcina, priest
4:00 p.m. – Mass – For All People
Sunday, September 24
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 – Mass – For All People
11:15 – Mass – For All People

24 th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 16th & 17th 

Reference # in our Breaking Bread Hymnal or on your iphone using the QR code. 

Entrance: There’s A Wideness In God’s Mercy #490 
Psalm 103: The Lord Is Kind And Merciful #802 

or Loving And Forgiving #664   
Preparatory: With Open Hands #668

Communion: We Shall Rise Again #694 
or Where Charity And Love Prevail #492 or Hold Onto Love #493

Recessional: Go Make of All Disciples #189
To participate electronically, go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish or better yet, to 

You Tube at www.youtube.com/channel/UCbymBGIQxUF6UqPct5xFg

Your Envelope Speaks
... the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum of ............... $10,100.00
On Sunday, September 10, 2023On Sunday, September 10, 2023
in envelopes we received ............. $3,841.00in envelopes we received ............. $3,841.00
in the loose collection..................in the loose collection..................   $2,985.00   $2,985.00
in electronic donations.................... $3,658.66in electronic donations.................... $3,658.66
for a total of ................................   $10,484.66for a total of ................................   $10,484.66
Over budget for the week.............. $384.66Over budget for the week.............. $384.66
Number of envelopes mailed ..............  621Number of envelopes mailed ..............  621
Number of envelopes used .....................61Number of envelopes used .....................61
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Baptismal Belonging: The Synod on Synodality
 People in the United States often have a kind of 
cynical view of participation. In an era of "participation tro-
phies," we associate it with bothering to show up — and not 
much more. We talk about "phoning it in" or "quiet quitting."
 For the Catholic Church, participation is something 
much deeper. The Instrumentum Laboris, or working docu-
ment, for the upcoming synod on synodality invites us to dis-
cern what it means for all the baptized to participate in the 
body of Christ. 
 "A synodal church," the Instrumentum Laboris ar-
gues, "promotes the passage from the 'I' to 'we.' It is a space 
within which a call resonates to be members of a body that 
values diversity but is made one by the Spirit." 
 Jesus's prayer in the Gospel of John, "that they may 
be one as we are one" (17:21), is referenced in the synod 
working document and in the Second Vatican Council as the 
kind of unity in diversity sought. 
 Long before he became Pope John Paul II, Karol 
Wojtyla argued, "As human beings we are capable of partici-
pating in the very humanity of other people, and because of 
this every human being can be our neighbor." This, for the 
late pope, was the foundation for Christian virtue. Exclusion 
or what has often been called alienation was, for Wojtyla, 
"the negative of participation, for it renders participation dif-
ficult or even impossible."
 When I read the Instrumentum Laboris, I see the 
fruits of a global discernment already begun and a further in-
vitation to reflect on the myriad ways we all might participate 
more deeply and address the barriers that block participation 
in the people of God for our brothers and sisters.
 Vatican II sought to draw attention to the way in 
which women and men were supported or hindered in living 
with dignity. “The joys and hopes, griefs and anxieties of the 
men and women of this age, especially those who are poor or 
in any way afflicted,” begins Gaudium et Spes, “are the joys 
and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the followers of Christ.” 
 The simple and practical truth of this is demonstrated 
by the new working document. Skillfully, the Instrumentum 
Laboris reveals the ways in which the joys and hopes among 
the people of God are intimately connected to their griefs and 
anxieties about exclusion and division. Reflecting on what 
has already emerged, the synod seeks to ensure that no quiet 
quitting or disappearance goes unnoticed.
 Participation, as it emerges in the document, is about 
belonging to the body of Christ. Thus, what is at stake in 
questions of unjust exclusion and division is “recognition of 
a common dignity deriving from Baptism.”
 Women are but one example of a group who often 
feel excluded. The Instrumentum Laboris notes, “The Conti-
nental Assemblies were unanimous in calling for attention to 
the experience, status and role of women.”
 Journeying together to uphold the full baptismal dig-
nity of women cannot occur without women.

 It is easy to be jaded about calls for participation of 
women within the church. In 1971, the Synod of Bishops 
concluded, “We also urge that women should have their own 
share of responsibility and participation in the community 
life of society and likewise of the Church.” Yet for the next 
half century, women continued to be addressed as primarily 
objects of concern rather than full participants or agents. 
 Pope Francis has begun to change this in important 
personnel decisions at the Vatican. This upcoming synod 
meeting will be the first time that women will be in the room 
not only as topics of discussion or observers. Women and 
laypeople will be able to fully engage in the discussions and 
vote.
 The Catholic Church is not a democracy. Voting at 
the synod is not at all like voting in a civil election. Yet, Fran-
cis’ decision to allow Sr. Nathalie Becquart as undersecre-
tary and a delegation of laypeople to vote is important. It is a 
powerful affirmation of the baptismal dignity of the people of 
God. It also recognizes the diversity of competencies within 
the body of Christ.
 For some, allowing laity to vote and the very dis-
cussion of ordaining women to the diaconate causes them to 
reject the synod before it has even completed. For others, it 
does not go far enough. If we start with baptismal dignity, we 
approach both the invitation and possibilities differently.
 The path outlined in the Instrumentum Laboris and 
by the pope is not about securing a particular outcome or po-
litical victory. Deep participation in the synodal process is 
itself a desired goal. With faith in the Holy Spirit, the goal is 
to become more fully the body of Christ. 
 We must resist the urge to examine division through 
a lens of culture wars. The working document notes, “the fi-
nal documents of the Continental Assemblies often mention 
those who do not feel accepted in the Church, such as the 
divorced and remarried, people in polygamous marriages, or 
LGBTQ+ Catholics.” Just as questions of women’s partici-
pation are about baptismal belonging, so too are the pastoral 
questions of inclusion for others as well.
 The whole church is being invited, challenged and 
empowered to rediscover what it might mean to be the people 
of God, always seeking the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. It’s 
a somewhat overwhelming task. 
 Participation in a synodal church requires ongoing 
formation. This is perhaps why Francis urged all Catholics 
to study the pastoral constitutions of Vatican II in prepara-
tion for the 2025 jubilee. Themed “Pilgrims of Hope,” that 
jubilee will also mark the 1,700th anniversary of the Council 
of Nicaea. The body of Christ in history is present, always 
in motion, and all the baptized are members called to fully 
participate.

Written by Megan Clark for The National Catholic Reporter, 
June 2023.  For more, visit NRCOnline.org
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