
 
               

           December 12, 2021 

      Third Sunday of Advent 

            Guadete Sunday 

    

      LIVING OUR FAITH 
   

       We get a sense of how hungry people were for a prophet when we hear John the Baptist’s 

advice to the crowds. He says some very simple and obvious things. Share with the needy. 

Don’t cheat. Don’t bully and throw your weight round. And they were ready to call him 

“messiah.” 

    It seems to me people are hungry and waiting to be saved by some great leader. Dozens 

of contemporary gurus offer their books, seminars and retreats to people looking for 

salvation from themselves and the world that too often disappoints. They offer advice with 

simple things like: Don’t eat too much junk food, go for a walk in the woods, be nice, 

don’t worry be happy, and many are ready and eager to follow. Unlike the new leaders, 

John the Baptist was not interested in being proclaimed pope, president, prime minister, 

tsar or fearless leader. He pointed immediately to the one who was to come, and humbled 

himself. What a bizarre thing to do with power – lay it down. 

  John was anticipating the real messiah who would do the same. We call this Gospel, the 

way of surrendering power in order to be lifted up – it is the paschal mystery - we suffer in 

order to be healed, we surrender in order to win, we die in order to be raised to new life. 

We have a goal beyond good rules for living, as we follow this leader. It is not just good 

advice, but it is redemption from all that kills. 
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Questions for the week:  Who are the present leaders that attract others to follow? What 

is their message? How would you explain to their followers what Jesus offers? 

 

COVID PROTOCOL 

 

As you have probably heard, Sullivan County is an area of high Covid-19 transmission. 

The CDC recommends that all in these areas, vaccinated or unvaccinated, should resume 

wearing masks indoors. 

That being the case, I am asking and urging that all of us resume wearing masks until this 

current threat passes. 

Thank you for your cooperation as we live through this together. 

 

 

 

WEEKLY OFFERING (December 5th) 

Sunday Collection:  $ 2,088 

We Share Online Giving:  $ 122.25 

Total:  $ 2,210.25 

Thank you for your generosity and continued support of our Parish! 
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This Sunday’s Hymns (10AM Mass) 

# 284 Baptized in Living Waters 

# 322 On Jordan’s Bank 

# My Soul Rejoices 

# 220 O, Lord of Light 

 

 

 

 
 

Readings for this Weekend (December 12th) 

Zephaniah 3:14-18a 

Philippians 4:4-7 

Luke 3:10-18 

 

Readings for next Weekend (December 19th) 

Micah 5:1-4a 

Hebrews 10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-45 
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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list for the sick, please contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express consent of the 

person for whom you are requesting prayer.   While the request may be very well-intentioned, 

we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry, Betty and Robert Friedland,  

Kathryn Jones and her family, Brian and Maria Cosgrove, Lorraine and Richard Rakin 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

 

We loving remember in prayer all of our deceased family members, friends and parishioners 

and in particular:  

 

Bobby Smith, Anthony Lanza, Juliana Frangipane, Robert Dubas, Nestor Mir, Jarred Doughty, 

Donald Hendrickson, Adalberto Santiago, Carl Belfiore, Darlene Henry, 

Elenore Whitney Pirrota, Steve Nicoli, Nubia Quintero-Edwards, Stanley Jacobs,  

William Cardone, Vincenza Siciliano, Louisa Butler 
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News and Events 
 

ONLINE DAILY PRAYER HAS RESUMED FOR THE ADVENT SEASON 

Father Bader will lead us in daily prayer via Facebook Live the weekdays of Advent, 

(November 29th-the morning of December 24th). 

Morning prayer will be prayed at 9am and evening prayer at 6pm. 

We look forward to spending this beautiful and holy season of preparation and hope with you! 

 

AROUND THE ADVENT CIRCLE RETREAT 

Join us the Wednesday evenings of Advent for a special program,  

where we will gather to reflect on the Sunday Scripture readings. 

We will meet at 6:30 PM in the Deacon Riley Center on the following dates: 

December 15, December 22 

Each week, the materials we will be using for our discussion and reflection will be attached to 

the weekly bulletin and emailed out so that those who wish to reflect at home may do so.   

 

GIFTS FOR NURSING HOME RESIDENTS 

If you have taken a tag from our gift tree, we ask that you return your gift (with the tag 

attached) no later than THIS Sunday, December 12th. 

Thank you so much! 

 

ONGOING NEEDS OF NURSING HOME RESIDENTS 

Residents of our local nursing homes are in ongoing need of items such as t-shirts, pants with 

elastic waistbands (especially size L and XL), body wash and shampoo.  

We will have a box in the Church to accept ongoing donations. 

Thank you! 
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An Advent Hymn and Prayer 

Come Thou long expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free 

From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in Thee 

Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art 

Dear desire of every nation, joy of every lonely heart 

 

Him the people to deliver, born a child and yet a King 

Born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracious kingdom bring 

By Thy lone eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone 

By Thine all sufficient merit, raise us to Thine glorious throne 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Christmas Eve - Friday, December 24th 

7:00 PM - Christmas Mass (Spanish) 

10:00 PM - Christmas Mass (English) 

 

Christmas Day - Saturday, December 25th 

10:00 AM – Christmas Mass (English) 

Page 6 of 9 

 

 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/expected
https://www.definitions.net/definition/people
https://www.definitions.net/definition/fears
https://www.definitions.net/definition/release
https://www.definitions.net/definition/strength
https://www.definitions.net/definition/earth
https://www.definitions.net/definition/desire
https://www.definitions.net/definition/every
https://www.definitions.net/definition/every
https://www.definitions.net/definition/people
https://www.definitions.net/definition/child
https://www.definitions.net/definition/reign
https://www.definitions.net/definition/gracious
https://www.definitions.net/definition/eternal
https://www.definitions.net/definition/hearts
https://www.definitions.net/definition/Thine
https://www.definitions.net/definition/sufficient
https://www.definitions.net/definition/raise
https://www.definitions.net/definition/Thine


Blessed Feasts! 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 

Feast Day: December 12th 

Patroness of: the Unborn, the Americas 
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St. Lucy (St. Lucia) 
Feast Day: December 13th 

Patron Saint of: the blind, martyrs, Syracuse in Italy 

 

  
 

St. John of the Cross 
Feast Day: December 14th 

Patron Saint of: Contemplatives, mystics and Spanish poets 
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Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: 

Mass in English ** 

 

Sunday evenings at 5:30 PM: 

Mass in English 

 

   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 8:30 AM 

Mass in English 

 

**We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook Live 

(Communion will be available after Mass for those who wish to come to the Church to 

receive the Eucharist.) 
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