
 
               

         December 19, 2021 

      Fourth Sunday of Advent 
    

      LIVING OUR FAITH 
   

       Relationship is at the core of today’s gospel. Mary travels to be with her cousin Elizabeth 

to accompany her during her pregnancy. When Mary speaks, John leaps in Elizabeth’s 

womb. There is a visceral, tangible reaction when the two women embrace. Part of this 

encounter highlights the significance of the familial relationship between Mary and 

Elizabeth, where the two offer support and solidarity. Even more fundamental however, is 

Mary’s and Elizabeth’s relationship with God. Mary agrees to be the Mother of God, and 

Elizabeth recognizes the presence of God in her midst. Do we recognize God in our 

relationships with family members, friends, and co-workers? Do we even react when we 

encounter God in our midst? 

  It can be very easy for us to limit our understanding of God and God’s working in our 

lives. The first reading from the prophet Micah calls Bethlehem-Ephrathah “too small to 

be among the clans of Judah.” Historically the population of Bethlehem was probably 

small in number and probably easily overlooked in comparison to the larger cities. Even 

so, it is in Bethlehem that Jesus of Nazareth is born. It is in Bethlehem that the world 

changes forever when God becomes human. We must be willing to encounter God where  

God presents God’s own self, even in the most unlikely places. 
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  Throughout the Scriptures God continually chooses people who are humble and lowly to 

raise up and work through. At a time when everyone is preparing for Christmas, humility 

might be in short supply. 

  

Questions for the week:  Who will you live this humility of Mary, Elizabeth and Christ in 

these coming days? What is the face of God? Do you see it in your own life and work? 

Who shows the face of God to you? 

 

UPDATE COVID PROTOCOL 

From now through (at least) January 15th, by Archdiocesan and State mandate, everyone 

must wear a mask while at services inside the Church.   

This applies regardless of vaccination status.   

Thank you for your cooperation as we live through this together. 

 

 
 

 

WEEKLY OFFERING (December 12th) 

Sunday Collection:  $ 2,296 

We Share Online Giving:  $ 605.75 

Total:  $2,901.75 

 

Thank you for your generosity and continued support of our Parish! 
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This Sunday’s Hymns (10AM Mass) 

# 219 People, Look East 

# Like a Shepherd 

# 321 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

#224 Proclaim the Joyful Message 

 

 
 

Readings for this Weekend (December 19th) 

Micah 5:1-4a 

Hebrews 10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-45 

 

Readings for Christmas (December 24th/25th) 

Mass at Midnight 

Isaiah 9:1-6 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-14 

Mass during the Day 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

Hebrews 1:1-6 

John 1:1-18 

 

Readings for next Weekend (December 26th-Feast of the Holy Family) 

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 

Colossians 3:12-21 

Luke 2:41-52 
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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list for the sick, please contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express consent of the 

person for whom you are requesting prayer.   While the request may be very well-intentioned, 

we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry, Betty and Robert Friedland,  

Kathryn Jones and her family, Brian and Maria Cosgrove, Lorraine and Richard Rakin 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We loving remember in prayer all of our deceased family members, friends and parishioners 

and in particular:  

 

Bobby Smith, Anthony Lanza, Juliana Frangipane, Robert Dubas, Nestor Mir, Jarred Doughty, 

Donald Hendrickson, Adalberto Santiago, Carl Belfiore, Darlene Henry, 

Elenore Whitney Pirrota, Steve Nicoli, Nubia Quintero-Edwards, Stanley Jacobs,  

William Cardone, Vincenza Siciliano, Louisa Butler, Judith King, Bernard Jones, 

 Robert DeStefano, Jr., Raymond Collins 

 

We also remember in solidarity our common losses, as we pray for all those lost to the 

Pandemic, as well as those affected by the recent violence in schools and communities 

across our nation. 

   

May those lost rest in God’s eternal presence, and may the family and friends who mourn 

them find God’s peace, comfort and consolation. 
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A PRAYER FOR THOSE GRIEVING AT CHRISTMAS  

 

 
 

Dear God, 

There is an empty chair near the tree, 

an ache in our hearts and tears on our faces. 

 

We may try to shield one another 

from the grief we bear, but we cannot hide it from you. 

 

We pray for all those who have gone on before us, 

whose presence we miss so much in these days of peace and joy. 

 

Open our hearts and minds to the healing, the warmth, 

the light of your presence. 

 

We pray, Lord, and we trust that those we miss 

have found the place you prepared for them, their home within your heart. 

 

Open our hearts, Lord, to joyful memories of love shared 

with those who have gone before us. 

 

Help us tell the stories that make the past present 

and bring us close again to those we miss. 

 

Teach us to lean on you, Lord, and on each other, 

for the strength we need to walk through these difficult days. 

 

Be with us as we cry and sing our our way through Christmas cards and carols; 

help us find and open the present you bring: 

the gift of your peace in the birth of the child we call Christ. 

 

And give us quiet moments with you, with our thoughts, 

with our memories and prayers. 

 

Be with us, Lord, and hold us in your arms 

even as you hold those who have gone before us. 

 

Help us to trust that one day we shall be with those we love 

when your mercy gathers us together in the joy of the life you promise us. 

Amen. 
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RECONCILIATION MONDAY 

Father Bader will be available for the Sacrament of Confession THIS Monday, December 20th 

from 11am – 1pm in the Church, and again from 6:30-8:00pm in the Rectory. 

Of course, as always, he is available for Confession prior to Sunday Mass and  

anytime by appointment. 

 

FINAL GATHERING OF AROUND THE ADVENT WREATH 

Father will lead us in the final session of our Advent series “Around the Advent Wreath” on 

Wednesday, December 22nd at 6:30pm in the Deacon Riley Center.   

 

THANK YOU! 

A great big thank you to all those who participated in our ‘Giving Tree’ by providing a gift to a 

local nursing home resident!   

All of the gifts have been taken to the Sullivan Adult Care Center here in Liberty. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Christmas Eve - Friday, December 24th 

7:00 PM - Christmas Mass (Spanish) 

10:00 PM - Christmas Mass (English) 

 

Christmas Day - Saturday, December 25th 

10:00 AM – Christmas Mass (English) 

 

Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God - Friday, December 31st 

5:30 PM – Vigil Mass (English) 
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THE SISTERS OF BETHLEHEM NEED HELP 

 

The Sisters of Bethlehem, who reside at the Monastery in Livingston Manor, are in dire need of 

someone to plow their long entrance road in the winter.  

This would be a paid position and they have their own plow. 

 

If you are interested, or for more information, please give the Sisters a call at 845-439-4300. 

Thank you! 

 
 

 
 

 

OUR REGULAR WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: 

Mass in English ** 

 

Sunday evenings at 5:30 PM: 

Mass in English 

 

   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 8:30 AM 

Mass in English 

 

**We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook Live 

(Communion will be available after Mass for those who wish to come to the Church to 

receive the Eucharist.) 
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