
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVING OUR FAITH 

(Some members of the parish are doing an on-line retreat this Lent. This is a 

reprint of part of that spiritual exercise, based on the reading from Exodus 20:8-

11). 

The first reading today lists the 10 commandments, most of which we think of as 

“thou shalt nots.”  “Thou shalt not kill…thou shalt not steal…thou shalt not 

commit adultery…” etc. A few of them however are phrased positively, like the 

third commandment highlighted here. “Remember the sabbath day, and keep it 

holy.” How do we do this? We keep it holy (which means set apart, or different) by 

doing things differently on Sunday than we do the other six days of the week. 

     It is tempting to say we have done our duty to honor the sabbath because we 

have attended mass on Sunday. But God’s commandment isn’t focused on 

attending a worship service. God’s commandment is about resting; specifically 

resting from work and creating an environment where everyone in society gets to 

rest. Often our Orthodox Jewish brothers and sisters are much better at this than we 

are. Not only do they avoid doing paid work, but they arrange to do the week’s 

laundry, cooking and yard work ahead of time so that the Sabbath is really a full 

day of rest, renewal and recreation. 
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Depending on your circumstances, living through this past year with the COVID 

pandemic might have been a forced sabbath for you if you lost your job, could no 

longer travel for leisure and/or had to cancel plans to attend athletic events, 

concerts, or even mass. It’s easy to see what the unfortunate consequences of this 

has brought: the death of so many, high unemployment, food insecurity, rising 

homelessness, etc. Yet there have been graces too. Can we see them? 

 

Questions for the week: How do you currently spend your Sundays – or if you 

have to do paid work on Sundays how do you spend another weekly day off? What 

are the memories of how you spent your Sundays as a child? Were there any 

traditions that were important to you and/or appreciated by you? Has this past 

year been a “sabbath” in any sense for you? What have been the graces that have 

come from it? 

 

 
 

THIS SUNDAY’S HYMNS 

# 210  From Ashes to the Living Font 

# 232 Crux Fidelis 

# 218 What Wondrous Love 

# 280 I Received the Living God 

 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND (March 7th) 

Exodus 20:1-17  1 Corinthians 1:22-25  John 2:13-25 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND (March 14th) 

1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a Ephesians 5:8-14  John 9:1-41 

 

SUNDAY EVENING MASS REMINDER 

Just a friendly reminder - We have added a 5:30PM Sunday evening Mass to our 

weekend schedule. 
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DAILY PRAYER 

Father will continue to gather with us for daily prayer Monday-Friday on Facebook 

Live. We will pray morning prayers at 9AM and evening vespers at 6 PM.      

Please send your prayer petitions to Father and he will include them in prayer. 

 

PARISH CLOTHES CLOSET AND FOOD PANTRY 

Our Parish Clothes Closet and Food Pantry ministries are open each Saturday 

morning from 9:00am until 12:00pm. 

We are located downstairs in the St. Peter’s School building. 

 

DAILY LENTEN REFLECTIONS ON FORMED 

Visit www.formed.org for daily Lenten reflections and other resources to enhance 

your Lenten practices. Simply sign in under our Parish name. Questions? Contact 

Christy at the Parish office. 

 

LECTIO: THE CASE FOR JESUS (ON FORMED!) 

Can we trust the Gospels? Do we really know who wrote them? Do the Gospels 

communicate truth – or fabricated fables? Who is Jesus? Who did Jesus claim to 

be? Join Dr. Brant Pitre as he draws evidence from both early Christian and non-

Christian writings attesting to the authenticity, authorship, and dating of the 

Gospels, and as he gives an in-depth look at the Gospel accounts of Jesus’s 

Crucifixion, Resurrection, and the proclamation of Christ’s divinity. 

Dr. Pitre’s powerful presentation will strengthen your faith so that you can not only 

stand firm and profess that Jesus truly is “the Christ, the Son of the living God,” 

but also confidently respond to any skeptics you encounter.   

To watch, log on to www.formed.org and sign in under our Parish.   

Questions or issues? Contact Christy at the Parish office. 
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YOUNG ADULT MASS AND SOCIAL 

Join the Catholic Corps and Catholic Young Adults of the Hudson Valley in 

celebrating our Orange County Young Adult Mass & Social! 

We excited to welcome His Excellency, Auxiliary Bishop Gerardo Colacicco as 

our celebrant. Bishop Colacicco will also remain after Mass to speak with us about 

his new book, Beneath the Cross: Meditations on the Seven Last Words. 

Thursday, March 11, 2021 

6:30 PM: Adoration 

7:00 PM: Mass 

Social to follow 

National Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

70 Carmelite Drive 

Middletown, New York  10940 

 

 
 

. 

2021 CARDINAL’S ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP APPEAL: 

COVID RELIEF 

Since the outbreak of COVID-19, parishes and their staff mobilized quickly to 

support our communities with critical support. Few organizations were as well-

equipped to respond to the needs of the community at the peak of the pandemic as 

the Catholic Church, but the work is far from over. The geographic reach of the 

archdiocese coupled with the existing network of parishes and charitable 

organizations meant that we had a presence in most neighborhoods in three of the 

boroughs of New York, and all the way from Staten Island to Dutchess, Sullivan, 

and Ulster counties. We are able to serve not only the faithful, but our neighbors 

and all who approach our church doors in their time of need with spiritual, 

physical, and medical support You can be part of this amazing outreach with a 

single or monthly gift to the Cardinal's Appeal. 

Please visit www.cardinalsappeal.org to learn more or make a gift! 
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Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM:   

Mass in English 

Sunday evenings at 5:30 PM: 

Mass in English 

 
We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook Live.   

You can join us for Mass in person, or by logging on to www.facebook.com and 

visiting our page - St. Peter’s Church, Liberty, NY.  A recorded video of the Mass 

will also be published to our page at the conclusion of Mass. 

 

If you plan to join us for Mass in person, please see the end of this bulletin for 

details on the protocols we have put in place to keep us all safe. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE 

Please note that the obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. While 

the church is open for Mass, all individuals who are 65 years of age or older, those 

with underlying health considerations and those who are not yet comfortable 

attending Mass in person, are strongly encouraged to stay home and participate in 

the Mass on Facebook Live.   

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

For those who continue to join us for Mass on Facebook Live who would like to 

receive the Eucharist, you may come to the church following the conclusion of 

Mass to receive.  Father Ed or Deacon Don will be waiting on the front steps of the 

church, weather permitting, each Sunday until 11:30 AM to distribute Holy 

Communion.  They will only be able to offer the Eucharist in the hand.  Please be 

sure to wear a face covering, maintain a distance of 6 feet from others, and most 

importantly, we ask that you follow the directions of the ushers. 
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PROTOCOLS AND PROCEDURES FOR IN PERSON MASS ATTENDANCE 
 

 BEFORE MASS 

✓ We ask you to arrive at the church no later than 9:45 AM for 10 AM Mass.  

(Please arrive by 6:45PM for 7 PM Spanish Mass.) 

 

✓ When approaching the church, please keep in mind that all individuals and 

groups must keep a distance of at least 6 feet from other individuals and 

groups. 

 

✓ Everyone must wear a face covering at all times. 

 

✓ There will be hand sanitizer available for those who would like to use some 

before entering the church. 

 

✓ Before entering the church, everyone will have their temperature taken using 

a contact free thermometer.  Anyone with a temperature of 100 degrees or 

higher will be asked not to enter the church. 

 

✓ Everyone will be escorted to a seat by an usher who has been designated and 

trained by Father Ed.  Seating will be assigned from the front of the church 

to the back, and will be based on the next available seat, keeping social 

distancing in mind.  Single individuals will be seated on one side of the 

church and families of 2 or more will be seated on the other side.   

 

✓ There will be no holy water in the church.     

 

✓ We will continue to send bulletins to parishioners electronically.  There will 

be no paper bulletins in the church. 

            

 DURING MASS 

✓ Please keep your mask on during the entire Mass, except for the brief 

moment when receiving Holy Communion. 

 

✓ The collection will not be taken up in the traditional way. Instead, you may 

place your offering in the basket at the back of the church. 
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✓ Missalettes and hymnals have been removed from the pews.  You are invited 

to take a missalette from the table at the back of the church at the beginning  

Mass.  That will be your missalette.  Please take it home with you and 

should you wish, bring it back for use at future Masses.  Hymnals will not be 

available for the time being.       

 

✓ There will be no offertory procession. 

 

✓ Please refrain from physical contact at the Sign of Peace.  Please offer a 

gesture such as a wave, bow or nod.  Of course, this does not apply to 

families who have come together. 

 

✓ When it is time for Communion, Father Ed and Deacon Don will make their 

way through the church to offer the Eucharist.  There will NOT be a 

Communion line.  When either Father or Deacon approaches your pew, 

please stand if you would like to receive.  You may remove your mask for 

the brief moment of receiving Communion.  Please note the Eucharist can 

only be offered in the hand at this time. 

 

DISMISSAL 

✓ At the conclusion of Mass, please remain in your seat until an usher 

approaches your row and dismisses you.  Rows will be dismissed from the 

back of the church to the front.  Upon leaving the church, please make your 

way to your car as quickly as possible, so as to avoid groups of people 

gathering. 

 

BATHROOMS 

✓ We ask that the use of the bathroom be reserved for emergencies only.  If 

you do need to use the bathroom, please use the handicapped bathroom 

located in the old Convent building.  Ushers will direct you should you need 

assistance. 
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