
 
               

             August 15, 2021 

The Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

  The Year of Saint Joseph 

       

      LIVING OUR FAITH 

        This weekend we take a break from the Bread if Life discourse in St. John’s gospel to 

celebrate the feast of the Assumption with the reading of the visitation of Mary to 

Elizabeth. We can assume that since Mary was newly pregnant, there was nothing about 

her appearance to suggest that she should be with child, and yet, through the power of the 

Holy Spirit and the joyful leap of her unborn child, Elizabeth intuits that she is in the 

presence of “the mother of my Lord.”   

   In this moment of salvation history, the eternal and infinite God has come to dwell in the 

womb of a young Jewish woman, and in her visit to Elizabeth, Mary, bearing the life of 

God, becomes a tabernacle. The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us, “For the 

first time in the plan of salvation and because his Spirit has prepared her, the Father found 

a dwelling place where his Son and his Spirit could dwell among men” (721). 

   As a model of discipleship, Mary offers us the ideal of what we are called to be – those 

who bear Christ to the world. In the Eucharist we consume the body and blood of our Lord 

and also dedicate ourselves to be living tabernacles. On today’ feast we celebrate Mary’s 

assumption into heaven, confident that we might one day join her there as members of the 

Body of Christ. 
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Questions for the week: In the Hail Mary, we pray the greeting Elizabeth offers Mary, 

“Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” How have the 

Hail Mary and other Marian devotions and prayers nurtured your spiritual life? John the 

Baptist leaps for joy when he senses the nearness of Jesus in the Virgen Mary’s womb. 

Where do you experience the greatest joy in your journey of discipleship? 

 

 

 
 

NO MORNING MASS ON 8/18 AND 8/20 

Father Bader will well-deservedly be taking a few days off next week.  

Therefore, there will NO morning Mass on Wednesday, August 18th or Friday, August 20th. 

 

COVID PROTOCOL UPDATE 

As you have probably already heard, Sullivan County is an area of substantial Covid-19 

transmission.   

The CDC recommends that all in these areas, vaccinated or unvaccinated, should resume 

wearing masks indoors. 

That being the case, I am asking and urging that all of us resume wearing masks until this 

current threat passes.   

Thank you for your cooperation as we live through this together. 
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This Sunday’s Hymns (10AM Mass) 

# 206 Hail, Holy Queen Enthroned Above 

# 212 Sing of Mary 

# My Soul Rejoices 

# 210 Immaculate Mary 

 

 

 
Readings for This Sunday – August 15th 

Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab 

1 Corinthians 15:20-27 

Luke 1:39-56 

 

Readings for Next Sunday – August 22 

Joshua 24:1-2a,15-17, 18b 

Ephesians 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32 

John 6:60-69 
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Our Parish Family welcomes 

Gabriel DeJesus Martinez 

to the Christian community! 

 

May Gabriel continue to grow in God’s grace and blessing! 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list for the sick, please contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express consent of the 

person for whom you are requesting prayer.   While the request may be very well-intentioned, 

we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We ask our good and gracious God to welcome our dearly departed into his Kingdom,   

and to bestow his peace and consolation on the family and friends who mourn their passing. 

 

PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH COLLECTION 

Each year the Archdiocesan Office for the Society for the Propagation of the Faith sponsors the 

Missionary Cooperative Plan.  This year, the Covid-19 Pandemic is still affecting the 

Missionary Cooperative Plans’ traditional way of interacting.  There will not be a speaker this 

Sunday for the Missionary Cooperative Plan, however, we will still take up a collection in 

support of the Propagation of the Faith.   

Pope Francis reminds us of the many challenges missionaries face daily which we might take 

for granted.  Your donation will help support the needs of mission Dioceses and Religious 

Communities.  Evangelization is at the heart of the Church’s mission throughout the world, and 

we are grateful for any donation you are able to make. 

If you would like to make a donation, please mark your envelope “Propagation of the Faith” 

and place it in the specially marked basket at the back of the Church.   

Thank you for your generosity! 
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Pope Francis called for unity: Will we hear him? 
How Catholics celebrate Mass should consider worshippers’ preferences. 

C A TH O L IC V O ICES   

TIMOTHY P. O'MALLEY 

Published August 6, 2021 

On July 16, 2021, Pope Francis released a motu proprio (akin to an executive order) 

titled Traditionis Custodes. If you have spent even 15 minutes on Twitter over the last three 

weeks, you probably know this. And you know that this motu proprio has something to do with 

Mass in the extraordinary form, which is often called the “traditional Latin Mass.” 

The order reversed the permissions that Pope Benedict XVI had granted in his own motu 

proprio, Summorum Pontificum. Pope Benedict XVI’s 2007 document allowed any priest 

(without permission of the bishop) to celebrate the 1962 Missal of Pope John XXIII, the basis 

for the extraordinary form of the Mass. This missal was the last to be released before the 

reforms initiated by the Second Vatican Council. 

Pope Francis has told bishops—the chief liturgist of the diocese—not to create new personal 

parishes dedicated to the celebration of the pre-conciliar liturgy. Priests now must seek 

permission to celebrate this liturgy. The pre-conciliar liturgy cannot be celebrated in parishes 

but must be reserved to shrines or already established personal parishes.              Page 5 of 11 
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Both Pope Francis and Pope Benedict XVI issued these contradictory documents with the same 

goal: to inspire greater inclusion and unity in the Catholic Church. While Pope Benedict 

XVI’s motu proprio maybe didn’t achieve its purpose, the effect of Pope Francis’ will be 

determined not just by the circumstances of its release, but also by how Catholics respond to it. 

Reasons for Pope Benedict XVI’s motu proprio 

Pope Benedict XVI sought to inspire unity in the church among those still attached to the pre-

conciliar liturgies and those who celebrate the ordinary form of the Mass promulgated after 

Vatican II. 

He sought to correct what he saw as a theological fallacy, namely the assumption that Vatican II 

introduced a rupture between the past and the present. Often, those who celebrated the reformed 

rites of Vatican II looked with suspicion on those still attached to the pre-conciliar liturgy. This 

rupture implied that our ancestors in faith were not inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

Pope Benedict XVI also wanted to contribute to a mutual liturgical renewal between the two 

forms of the liturgy. The extraordinary form could benefit from some of the reforms of Vatican 

II, especially the liturgical calendar and vernacular readings. The reformed liturgy might be 

infused with a sense of the sacred often present in the extraordinary form. 

Reasons for Pope Francis’ motu proprio 

Pope Francis’ motu proprio was promulgated after consultation with bishops throughout the 

world. Granting that the reformed rites are often celebrated without appropriate reverence, Pope 

Francis nonetheless determined that the experiment of Pope Benedict XVI did not work. Rather 

than lead to unity in the church, the presence of the two forms has only led to a fracturing of 

communion. Communities that celebrate the extraordinary form, according to Pope Francis, are 

likely to deny the validity of Vatican II, including the reformed rites. The solution of two forms 

of the Roman liturgy was not working. 

Of course, like most ecclesial controversies these days, Pope Francis’ motu proprio generated a 

good deal of discord in the digital sphere. Many of those who prefer the extraordinary form felt 

that the motu proprio was unduly harsh. According to many who worshipped according to the 

extraordinary form, the pope who spoke so often of accompaniment was not willing to smell 

like these sheep. 

And yet many bishops, priests, and laypeople have also heard “Latin Mass” communities 

condemn the post-conciliar rites, saying the extraordinary form is the Mass of the ages while the 

reformed rites of Vatican II are sources of heresy and Eucharistic sacrilege in the church. Not a 

few liturgists in the United States have therefore rejoiced at Pope Francis’ motu proprio, 

hopeful that such condemnations of the reformed rites are coming to an end. 

What are we to make of these controversies? How does the average Catholic respond in a 

eucharistic way to Pope Francis’ motu proprio?                                                   Page 6 of 11 



Common discernment 

The purpose of the liturgy is fostering the unity of the church in Jesus Christ. Our common 

worship is about our vocation toward a divine love that surpasses all telling. Whether you 

delight in Pope Francis’ motu proprio or struggle to receive it, reception of the motu 

proprio should foster greater unity. Unity is not facile. It does not mean avoiding disagreement. 

But what binds us together is the love of Christ. That must be where we start.   

For this reason, our discussion of liturgical controversy should be infused with charity or love 

from the beginning. The purpose of the liturgy is the glorification of God and the sanctification 

of the human person. Pope Francis’ motu proprio is not an occasion to dunk on your imagined 

enemy, in this case the supposed traditionalists who you might think deserve what they get. It is 

not time for the traditionalists to once more find a reason to hate the pope. We are called toward 

a common discernment.   

How does the average Catholic respond in a eucharistic way to Pope Francis’ motu 

proprio? 

Specifically, for those who worship according to the reformed liturgy of Vatican II, our fellow 

worshipper in the extraordinary form is not an enemy but a fellow member of the body of 

Christ. Their suffering (and many are suffering right now) is our suffering. Their sorrow, our 

sorrow. If the Eucharist does not cultivate this deep sense of solidarity with our neighbor, then 

we’re not receiving the gift of divine love aright in the first place.  

The church must do a better job of understanding the attraction to the ancient use of the Mass in 

the first place. Even Pope Francis, I fear, does not quite understand what is happening in the 

church on this point. 

Yes, there are traditionalists in the church who attack Vatican II and look down at those who 

attend the reformed liturgy. But there’s more to the story than this. Many of my undergraduate 

students attend the extraordinary form (some have even been married using the pre-conciliar 

rites), because it connects them to a tradition in which they find value.   

They have been reared in an age in which speed and progress are the ultimate end. The Mass 

celebrated according to the 1962 Missal fosters a silence and contemplative posture that offers a 

respite from the acceleration of late modernity. They love to chant, listen to polyphony, and 

engage in devotional practices that allow them to take up a peculiarly Catholic identity in the 

world. They are engaging actively in their participation, even if it looks different than 

participation at my reformed liturgy parish. They are not rejecting Vatican II as much as 

worshipping in a way that allows them to encounter Jesus Christ.  
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I have attended conferences where those who love traditional practices are dismissed as rigid. 

Even practices that are still part of the church are rejected, including benediction of the Blessed 

Sacrament. The message is that they are not “our” kind of Catholics. Rather than seek to  

understand why someone would worship according to the 1962 rites, we have assumed the 

worst of our neighbor. Francis’ motu proprio should be an occasion of deeper understanding of 

why traditional liturgical practice is attractive to at least some people. It should lead scholars 

not to ideologically uphold the current rites but attend to a more holistic retrieval of the entire 

liturgical tradition of the church from the patristic era to the present day. 

Common worship 

Traditionis Custodes requires us to attend more deeply to what constitutes active participation 

in the liturgy. The assumption has been that active participation means we sing the hymns, the 

priest faces the people (versus populum), everyone understands every text or gesture, and 

everything is in the vernacular all the time. 

Whether you delight in Pope Francis’ motu proprio or struggle to receive it, reception of 

the motu proprio should foster greater unity. 

But for some, the extraordinary form constitutes active participation precisely because the priest 

faces toward the east (ad orientem), turning with the people toward the Lord in a common act of 

worship. Are we willing to consider that there is a wisdom to that practice and allow it in our 

parishes today? Are we willing to allow chant and polyphony for those who are interested? 

Both Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis call us not toward uniformity but unity in difference. 

After all, if there is space for a Black Catholic Mass or a mariachi Mass in a diocese, could 

there not also be room for a reformed liturgy celebrated in such a way that those who prefer the 

extraordinary form feel welcome? 

This is going to require a conversion on the part of those who are guardians of the church’s 

liturgy, including pastors and bishops. 

In other words, less schadenfreude and more eucharistic love. 
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BLESSED FEAST! 
 

St. Maximilian Mary Kolbe, Priest and Martyr 

Feast Day: August 14th 

Patron Saint of: Amateur-radio operators, those with drug addictions, political prisoners, 

families, journalists and prisoners 

Pope John Paul II declared him "The Patron Saint of Our Difficult Century". 
 

Saint Maximilian Kolbe was a Polish Catholic priest and Conventual Franciscan friar who 

volunteered to die in place of a stranger in the German death camp of Auschwitz, located 

in German-occupied Poland during World War II. 
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MASS TIME RESOURCE 

Do you have travel plans this summer and want to be able to find a Catholic church at your 

vacation destination?  Visit www.masstimes.org to find the name of the Catholic church nearest 

you, along with its website address, contact information and worship times. 

(Due to the Covid pandemic, Mass times at some Parishes may have changed, so we 

recommend checking the website of the Parish before heading out to Mass!) 

 

BOOKS AVAILABLE 

There will be a book rack in the back of the Church.  Please help yourself to any titles that 

interest you.  Books do not need to be returned. 

 

SUNDAY EVENING MASS REMINDER 

Our Sunday evening Mass is celebrated at 5:30PM. 

This Mass tends to be less crowded and therefore may be a good choice for those wanting to 

attend Mass with fewer people. 

 

WEEKDAY MASS 

Weekday Mass has resumed. 

Mass will be celebrated on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 8:30am. 

(Please note that there will NOT be Mass on 8/18 and 8/20.) 

 

PARISH CHILDREN’S SHOP  

Our Parish Children’s Shop has reopened! 

Our Summer Hours are: 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 

9AM -12PM 

We are also accepting donations of new or gently used items! 

 

PARISH CLOTHES CLOSET AND FOOD PANTRY 

Just a reminder we are OPEN every Wednesday and Saturday morning from  

9:00am - 12:00pm.    
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Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: 

Mass in English ** 

Sunday evenings at 5:30 PM: 

Mass in English 

   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 8:30 AM 

Mass in English 

 

**We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook Live. 

You can join us for Mass in person, or by logging on to www.facebook.com and visiting our 

page - St. Peter’s Church, Liberty, NY.  A recorded video of the Mass will also be published to 

our page at the conclusion of Mass. 

  

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  

For those who continue to join us for Mass on Facebook Live who would like to receive the 

Eucharist, you may come to the church following the conclusion of 

Mass to receive.  Father Ed will be available until 11:30am to distribute 

Communion. 
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