
 
               

             August 22, 2021 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  The Year of Saint Joseph 

      LIVING OUR FAITH 

         We have journeyed through chapter 6 of St. John’s gospel and have encountered Jesus 

as the one who can relieve physical hunger (in the feeding of the 5,000) and as 

nourishment necessary for the fullness of life. Today’s gospel and first reading call us to 

make a choice, just as the people of Israel did when Joshua, shortly before his death, 

gathered them together in an invitation to rededicate themselves to serving the Lord. This 

choice is also placed before the Twelve when Jesus asks them, “Do you also want to 

leave”? 

      A life of discipleship is not easy. We are called to accept teachings that are difficult and 

commandments that, at times, may seem impossible. Jesus asks us to love our enemies, 

turn the other cheek, and embrace the same vulnerability and humility that he embodied on 

the cross. To any one of these requests we might be tempted to say, “This saying is hard; 

who can accept it?” And yet, Jesus reminds us today that these words, which cause 

consternation and challenge us to be more than we ever thought possible, are “Spirit and 

life.” 

      Peter models a response of perfect faith to Jesus’ question, “Do you also want to 

leave?” Peter does not say, We understand you, but, your words are words of life, whether 

we understand them or not. Each day as disciples of Jesus, we are given a choice: “Do you 

also want to leave? May we respond like Peter and the Israelites’ who say with faith “We 

will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 

 

Page 1 of 12 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

ST. PETER’S CHURCH 

       262 N. Main Street 

       Liberty, NY 12754 

                     845-292-4525 

Email: srectory1@hvc.rr.com 

 Parish Website:  www.stpetersliberty.com  

Facebook:  St. Peter’s Church, Liberty 

 

 

http://www.stpetersliberty.com/
http://www.stpetersliberty.com/


 

    

Questions for the week: In the first reading Joshua challenges the people, “Decide today 

whom you will serve.” Can you identify a moment in your life when you first chose to serve 

the Lord? In the gospel of many disciples returning to their former way of life after being 

shocked by Jesus’ words. Which of Jesus teaching is most difficult for you to follow 

faithfully? 

 

 

COVID PROTOCOL UPDATE 

As you have probably already heard, Sullivan County is an area of substantial Covid-19 

transmission.   

The CDC recommends that all in these areas, vaccinated or unvaccinated, should resume 

wearing masks indoors. 

That being the case, I am asking and urging that all of us resume wearing masks until this 

current threat passes.   

Thank you for your cooperation as we live through this together.
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This Sunday’s Hymns (10AM Mass) 

# 264 Here I Am, Lord 

# 245 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

# 323 Here I Am, Lord 

# 289 City of God  

 

 

 
Readings for This Sunday – August 22nd 

Joshua 24:1-2a,15-17, 18b 

Ephesians 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32 

John 6:60-69 

 

Readings for Next Sunday - August 29th  

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8 

James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
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Please join us in congratulating 

Isabella VanWolde, 

who received the Lord in the Eucharist for the first time on August 15th. 

May Isabella continue to grow in faith and love of our Lord! 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list for the sick, please contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express consent of the 

person for whom you are requesting prayer.   While the request may be very well-intentioned, 

we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We ask our good and gracious God to welcome our dearly departed into his Kingdom,   

and to bestow his peace and consolation on the family and friends who mourn their passing. 

 
MARIAPOLIS 

Join us for the virtual Mariapolis 2021. This year’s theme: Horizons of Hope for a New World. 

 Saturday August 28, 2021 from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm EDT 

 Sunday August 29, 2021 from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm ED 

The Mariapolis is the Focolare’s annual summer gathering. It’s sort of like a conference, but for 

families and people of all ages, including those who have a lot of experience with Focolare 

spirituality and those who have only just heard about it.   

For more information and to register, go to:  

www.facebook.com/Mariapolis-Luminosa-445836642103476/   

or call 845 229-0230 ext.127  
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  Please join us in praying for our sisters and brothers in the troubled parts of our world, 

and for those trying to pick up the pieces after recent natural disasters. 

 

So do not fear, for I am with you;  

do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  

I will strengthen you and help you;  

I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  

"All who rage against you will surely be ashamed and disgraced; those who oppose you will 

be as nothing and perish.  

Though you search for your enemies, you will not find them.  

Those who wage war against you will be as nothing at all. (Isaiah 41:10-12) 

 

BLESSED FEAST! 

St. Monica 
Feast Day: August 27th 

Patron Saint of: abuse victims, wives, alcoholics, and widows 
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There’s no shortage of ways to engage faith online 
U.S. Catholic readers share how they live their faith on social media. 

O U R FA IT H   

NATHANIEL HUNTER 

Talk of social media seems to be almost inescapable at this point. During the COVID-19 

pandemic, social media became one of the last lifelines connecting many people to their 

communities as they shifted to spending most of their lives indoors. Yet this was hardly the 

beginning of our societal hyper-focus on the topic. 

Long before coronavirus and social distancing entered the mainstream vocabulary, hordes of 

books, essays, and documentaries spent countless words and hours debating the effects of social 

media on the world at large. Many of these evaluations did not come to positive conclusions: 

Sites such as Facebook and Twitter are at best useful but highly dangerous tools that need to be 

carefully managed, they determined, and at worst a social blight that does little besides foster 

division, distraction, and exploitation. 

But, if you ask U.S. Catholic readers, reports of society’s oncoming demise at the hands of 

social media have been greatly exaggerated. Contrary to the hand-wringing and worrying found  
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in documentaries like Netflix’s The Social Dilemma or many a New York Times opinion piece, 

85 percent of those who responded to our survey say that social media is generally a good thing. 

A whopping 75 percent even agree that social media adds something valuable to their life.  

In fact, most respondents believe that social media is not only positive in general, but also helps 

them grow in their faith. Fifty-four percent of respondents say their time on social media has 

improved their faith life, while only 4 percent say it has degraded it. 

“If St. Paul were alive today, he would be using social media,” says Robert Lucien Robinson of 

Vanier, Ontario. “It’s an invaluable tool.” 

Coming together 

One oft-discussed concern about social media use is that it creates more isolation than 

connection and that it can become a substitute for real community and face-to-face human 

interaction. Some survey respondents voice a similar concern, including Tom Rinkoski of 

Minneapolis, who writes, “Social media, for all its color and glitz, seems empty to me. It’s too 

easy to just arrange images and words as if you were a marketer, instead of engaging in face-to-

face time.” 

However, based on this survey, many find that social media can be just as easily used to 

supplement real-life communities. Eighty percent of readers say they use social media to stay in 

touch with family and friends: This is far and away the most popular reason for being on social 

media platforms. The next most common use, chosen by 54 percent of readers, is connecting 

with people in their parishes or faith communities. 

“I need to use social media to keep up with family and friends,” says Robert Moore of 

Germantown, Maryland. “But I rarely post publicly. I just read.” Ron Signore of El Paso, Texas 

agrees, saying that his favorite thing about social media is having “instant contact with family in 

Chicago and Florida and getting up-to-date pictures of my 6-year-old grandson. 
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This use of social media as a tool to stay in touch with real-life communities is reflected by the 

platforms survey respondents say they use: Seventy-eight percent are on Facebook, whose 

functionality emphasizes connecting with people you’ve met in real life and joining local 

community pages. Meanwhile, only 25 percent of readers use Twitter, a platform more suited to 

following celebrities and influencers and brimming with anonymous users. 

YouTube is also a very popular platform, used by 66 percent of respondents. This might have 

something to do with the shift to viewing livestreamed Masses during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

This is the case for Mary Smith of Rochester, New York, who writes, “As an elderly person, I 

appreciated having YouTube so I could get access to Mass at home.” 

Most respondents say they make every effort to remain civil on social media. Ninety-six percent 

say they try to be intentional about not getting into arguments on social media, even though 59 

percent say that the way social media platforms are designed makes it difficult to have civil 

conversations online. 

Despite this, respondents list numerous strategies to turn these platforms into places where 

peace and community can thrive. Some, like Adele Berthelot of Gramercy, Louisiana, note that 

the most important thing is “always responding in charity.” Patty Amato of Claremont, 

California adds that even “if I say something mean, I go back to change or delete it.” 

Others simply do their best to avoid known hotbeds for controversy. “Stay out of conflict and 

political conversations,” says Deb Keenan of Hamburg, New York. 

“Avoid hyper-negative and dogmatic sites that are not life-giving,” adds Mary Dean Lesher of 

Grand Junction, Colorado. 

Seeking the truth 

It’s safe to say that survey respondents have no shortage of ways in which to interact with their 

faith online: Seventy-seven percent follow faith-based social media accounts. It is interesting to 

note, however, that much of this faith sharing seems to be lay led. When asked which Catholics 

they pay the most attention to on social media, the most popular answers—even beating out 

Pope Francis himself—are lay influencers, writers, and theologians, which 65 percent of 

respondents cite (60 percent selected the pope’s accounts, so he’s not too far behind). 

The most frequently followed lay-run resource was the National Catholic Reporter, but readers 

also commonly mentioned smaller blogs such as Blessed Is She, Where Peter Is, and the Pillar. 
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Despite this preference for lay-led social media, when asked to name their absolute favorite 

Catholic social media account, one priest stood above all the rest: Jesuit Father James Martin. “I 

love Father Martin, because he is truthful, Christian, and pastoral,” says Linda Tuttle of 

Poughkeepsie, New York. 

“I especially like Father James Martin,” agrees Ruth Hroncich of Brookfield, Illinois. “I think 

the Jesuits in general study things thoroughly and then present them in a way I can understand.” 

Most readers surveyed were also very confident in their ability to avoid fake news and 

excessive bias online: Eighty-two percent of readers say they know how to find out if a news 

source is truthful, and the same percentage say they read news from differently biased 

perspectives. 

When asked about their strategies for checking the veracity of stories, many listed websites such 

as snopes.com, factcheck.org, and mediabias.com as important resources. Katherine LeDuc of 

Escanaba, Michigan says, “I always look for more than one source for something before I post.” 

While respondents have an easy enough time finding helpful and truthful places to learn about 

and grow in their own faith online, their propensity to share those resources with others on 

social media is comparatively muted. 

Although 79 percent of respondents say that social media is an effective tool for evangelization, 

only a slim majority commonly take advantage of the opportunity. When asked how often they 

talk about their faith or share posts related to it on social media, 52 percent replied with “all the 

time” or “often,” while 48 percent said “rarely” or “never.”                              Page 9 of 12 
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This shouldn’t be seen as a cause for alarm but rather as room for growth. If we can gather 

anything from this survey, it’s that U.S. Catholics have been able to form remarkably healthy 

communities online—and ones with a strong emphasis on lay involvement to boot. It’s easy to 

be hopeful that, after a period of growing together, these communities may soon begin to 

blossom outward into the world at large with much greater fervor. 
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MASS TIME RESOURCE 

Do you have travel plans this summer and want to be able to find a Catholic church at your 

vacation destination?  Visit www.masstimes.org to find the name of the Catholic church nearest 

you, along with its website address, contact information and worship times. 

(Due to the Covid pandemic, Mass times at some Parishes may have changed, so we 

recommend checking the website of the Parish before heading out to Mass!) 

 

SUNDAY EVENING MASS REMINDER 

Our Sunday evening Mass is celebrated at 5:30PM. 

This Mass tends to be less crowded and therefore may be a good choice for those wanting to 

attend Mass with fewer people. 

 

WEEKDAY MASS 

Mass will be celebrated on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 8:30am. 

 

PARISH CHILDREN’S SHOP  

Our Parish Children’s Shop has reopened! 

Our Summer Hours are: 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 

9AM -12PM 

We are also accepting donations of new or gently used items! 

 

PARISH CLOTHES CLOSET AND FOOD PANTRY 

Just a reminder we are OPEN every Wednesday and Saturday morning from  

9:00am - 12:00pm.    
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Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: 

Mass in English ** 

Sunday evenings at 5:30 PM: 

Mass in English 

   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 8:30 AM 

Mass in English 

 

**We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook Live. 

You can join us for Mass in person, or by logging on to www.facebook.com and visiting our 

page - St. Peter’s Church, Liberty, NY.  A recorded video of the Mass will also be published to 

our page at the conclusion of Mass. 

  

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  

For those who continue to join us for Mass on Facebook Live who would like to receive the 

Eucharist, you may come to the church following the conclusion of 

Mass to receive.  Father Ed will be available until 11:30am to distribute 

Communion. 
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