
 
               

           August 29, 2021 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  The Year of Saint Joseph 

      LIVING OUR FAITH 

          
   A favorite story of mine is of an elementary school teacher named Mrs. Thompson.  As 

she stood in front of her fifth grade class on the very first day of school, she told the 

children a lie. She looked at her students and said that she loved them all the same. But 

that was impossible, because sitting there in the front row, slumped in his seat, was a boy 

named Teddy Stoddard. 

   Mrs. Thompson had watched Teddy and noticed that he didn’t play well with the other 

children; that his clothes were messy and he constantly needed a bath. And Teddy could be 

unpleasant. It got to the point where Mrs. Thompson would actually take delight in 

marking his papers with a broad red pen, making bold X’s and then putting a big “F” at the 

top of his papers. 

   At the school where Mrs. Thompson taught, she was required to review each child’s 

past records and she put Teddy’s off until last. However, when she reviewed his file, she 

was in for a big surprise. Teddy’s first grade teacher wrote, “Teddy is a bright child with a 

ready laugh. He does his work neatly and has good manners…he is a joy to be around.” 

     His second grade teacher wrote: “Teddy is an excellent student, well-liked by his 

classmates, but he is troubled because his mother has a terminal illness and life at home 

must be a struggle.” His third grade teacher wrote, “His mother’s death has been very hard 

on him. He tries to do his best but his father doesn’t show much interest and his home life 
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      will soon affect him if some steps aren’t taken.” Teddy’s fourth grade teacher wrote, 

“Teddy is withdrawn and doesn’t show much interest in school. He doesn’t have any 

friends and sometimes sleeps in class.” 

       By now Mrs. Thompson realized the problem and was ashamed of herself. She felt 

even worse when her students brought her Christmas presents wrapped in beautiful paper 

tied up with ribbons, except for Teddy’s. His present was clumsily wrapped in heavy 

brown paper that he got from a grocery bag. Mrs. Thompson took pains to open it in front 

of the class and the children started to laugh when she found a rhinestone bracelet with 

some of the stones missing and a bottle that was a quarter full of perfume. But she stifled 

the children’s laughter when she exclaimed how pretty the bracelet was. She put it on and 

then dabbed some of the perfume on her wrist. 

      Teddy stayed after school that day just long enough to say, “Mrs. Thompson, today you 

smelled just like my mother used to.” After the children left, she cried for at least an hour. 

On that very day, she quit teaching reading, writing and arithmetic. Instead, she began to 

teach children. And she paid particular attention to Teddy. As she worked with him, his 

mind seemed to come alive. The more she encouraged him, the faster he responded. By the 

   end of the year Teddy had become one of her smartest students, and despite her lie that she 

would love all the children the same, Teddy had become one of her pets. A year later she 

found a note under her door, from Teddy, telling she was still the best teacher he had ever 

had. 

       Six years went by before she got another note from Teddy. He wrote that he had 

finished high school, third in his class, and she was still the best teacher he had ever had in 

his whole life. Four years later, she received another letter saying that while things had 

been tough at times, he stayed in school and would soon graduate from college with the 

highest honors. He again assured Mrs. Thompson she was still the best and favorite teacher 

he had ever had. After four more years another letter arrived. This time he explained that 

after he got his bachelor’s degree, he decided to go a little further. The letter explained that 

she was still the best and favorite teacher he had ever had. But now his name was a little 

longer, It was signed Theodore Stoddard, MD. 

      It doesn’t end there.  There was another letter that spring. Teddy said he had met a girl 

and was going to be married.  He explained that his father had passed away a few years 

ago and he was wondering if Mrs. Thompson might agree to sit in the place at the wedding 

that was reserved for the mother of the groom. 

     Of course, Mrs. Thompson agreed. Guess what? She wore the bracelet, the one with 

several rhinestones missing. And she made sure she was wearing the perfume that Teddy 

remembered his mother wearing. As they hugged each other. Dr. Stoddard whispered in 

Mrs. Thompson’s ear, “Thank you Mrs. Thompson, for believing in me. Thank you so  

much for making me feel important and showing me that I could make a difference.” Mrs. 

Thompson with tears in her eyes whispered back, “Teddy, you have it all wrong. You were  
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     the one who taught me that I could make a difference. I didn’t know how to teach until I 

met you.” 

 

Questions for the week: In the gospel, Jesus quotes the prophet Isaiah, who condemned 

hypocrites who honor God with their lips, “but their hearts are far from God.”  What 

spiritual practices keep your heart close to God? Is there any “fruit” from that 

relationship? 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID PROTOCOL UPDATE 

As you have probably already heard, Sullivan County is an area of substantial Covid-19 

transmission.   

The CDC recommends that all in these areas, vaccinated or unvaccinated, should resume 

wearing masks indoors. 

That being the case, I am asking and urging that all of us resume wearing masks until this 

current threat passes.   

Thank you for your cooperation as we live through this together. 
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This Sunday’s Hymns (10AM Mass) 

Musical selections to be determined. 

 

 

 
 

Readings for This Sunday – August 29th 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8 

James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

Readings for Next Sunday – September 5th 

Isaiah 35:4-7a 

James 2:1-5 

Mark 7:31-37 
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Our Parish Family welcomes 

Sean Patrick Mickelson  

to the Christian community! 

May Sean Patrick continue to grow in grace and in love of the Lord!  

 

 
 

The quinceañera is a traditional celebration of life and gratitude to God on the occasion of the 

fifteenth birthday of a young Hispanic woman. The ritual emphasizes her passage from 

childhood to adulthood. The family usually requests a Mass or a blessing to be held in the 

Church. The rite is frequently celebrated in several countries in the Americas, including 

Mexico, Central and South America and the Caribbean. (St. Pat’s, Joliet) 

Congratulations, Mia Barragan, on your Quincenera! 

May you continue to grow into the woman God created you to be! 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list for the sick, please contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express consent of the 

person for whom you are requesting prayer.   While the request may be very well-intentioned, 

we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We ask our good and gracious God to welcome our dearly departed into his Kingdom,   

and to bestow his peace and consolation on the family and friends who mourn their passing. 

We remember Donald Hendrickson, Adalberto Santiago, Carl Belfiore 
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BLESSED FEASTS! 

St. Rose of Lima 
Feast Day:  August 24th (formerly August 30th) 

Patron Saint of: Peru and all of South America, embroiderers, gardeners, florists 

 

 

 

St. Gregory the Great 
Feast Day: September 3rd 

Patron Saint of:  musicians, singers, students, and teachers 
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Praying for our college students (and their parents!)  

as they head off to school! 
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MASS TIME RESOURCE 

Do you have travel plans this summer and want to be able to find a Catholic church at your 

vacation destination?  Visit www.masstimes.org to find the name of the Catholic church nearest 

you, along with its website address, contact information and worship times. 

(Due to the Covid pandemic, Mass times at some Parishes may have changed, so we 

recommend checking the website of the Parish before heading out to Mass!) 

 

SUNDAY EVENING MASS REMINDER 

Our Sunday evening Mass is celebrated at 5:30PM. 

This Mass tends to be less crowded and therefore may be a good choice for those wanting to 

attend Mass with fewer people. 

 

WEEKDAY MASS 

Mass will be celebrated on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 8:30am. 

 

PARISH CHILDREN’S SHOP  

Our Parish Children’s Shop has reopened! 

Our Summer Hours are: 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 

9AM -12PM 

We are also accepting donations of new or gently used items! 

 

PARISH CLOTHES CLOSET AND FOOD PANTRY 

Just a reminder we are OPEN every Wednesday and Saturday morning from  

9:00am - 12:00pm.    
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MASS TIMES 

 

 
 

Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: 

Mass in English ** 

Sunday evenings at 5:30 PM: 

Mass in English 

   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 8:30 AM 

Mass in English 

 

**We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook Live. 

You can join us for Mass in person, or by logging on to www.facebook.com and visiting our 

page - St. Peter’s Church, Liberty, NY.  A recorded video of the Mass will also be published to 

our page at the conclusion of Mass. 

  

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  

For those who continue to join us for Mass on Facebook Live who would like to receive the 

Eucharist, you may come to the church following the conclusion of 

Mass to receive.  Father Ed will be available until 11:30am to distribute 

Communion. 
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