
 
               

           September 5, 2021 

   23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  The Year of Saint Joseph 

      LIVING OUR FAITH 

          
   In 1950, St. Teresa of Calcutta founded the Missionaries of Charity, an order of 

religious sisters that seeks to care for the dying and destitute of the world. In her book, In 

the Heart of the World, St. Teresa describes her spirituality:” Seeking the face of God in 

everything, everyone, all the time, and his hand in every happening; this is what it means 

to be contemplative in the heart of the world. Seeing and adoring the presence of Jesus, 

especially in the lowly appearance of bread, and in the distressing disguise if the poor.” 

So often, it can be difficult for us to recognize Jesus in the people in front of us, especially 

if their distressing disguise is one of poverty or of mental and physical illness. And yet, 

within these poorest of the poor we find the beloved of God.  

In today’s second reading, St. James urges the early Christian community to examine 

their habit of treating the rich and poor differently. He accuses them of making distinctions 

based on social class and thus becoming “judges with evil designs.” St. James points to 

God’s habit of choosing “those who are poor in the world” as the ones who are “to be 

rich in faith and heirs to the kingdom.” Throughout salvation history, God invites the 

vulnerable and powerless to be his greatest collaborators – from David, a lowly shepherd 

boy, the youngest of seven brothers who becomes the king of Israel, to Mary, a young 

peasant woman who bears the Son of God to the world.  

Page 1 of 9 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

ST. PETER’S CHURCH 

       262 N. Main Street 

       Liberty, NY 12754 

                     845-292-4525 

Email: srectory1@hvc.rr.com 

 Parish Website:  www.stpetersliberty.com  

Facebook:  St. Peter’s Church, Liberty 

 
 

http://www.stpetersliberty.com/
http://www.stpetersliberty.com/


 In the gospel, Jesus heals the deaf man by using the word “Ephphatha!” meaning “Be 

opened!” We might also make this our prayer, that in everything our Lord might open our 

senses to find him and serve him in all those we meet. 

 

Questions for the week: St. James urges his community to show no partiality based on 

wealth or social standing. How do you think we here in the parish treat all as equals in 

God’s eyes? Jesus heals a deaf man through touch and the words “Ephphatha!” – that is 

“Be opened!” In what ways is Jesus calling you to be more open to his wisdom and word? 

 

 

COVID PROTOCOL UPDATE 

As you have probably already heard, Sullivan County is an area of substantial Covid-19 

transmission.   

The CDC recommends that all in these areas, vaccinated or unvaccinated, should resume 

wearing masks indoors. 

That being the case, I am asking and urging that all of us resume wearing masks until this 

current threat passes.   

Thank you for your cooperation as we live through this together. 
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This Sunday’s Hymns (10AM Mass) 

#336  Amazing Grace 

#258  Be Not Afraid 

#294  At the Table of the World 

#269  Make Us True Servants 

 

 
 

Readings for This Sunday – September 5th 

Isaiah 35:4-7a 

James 2:1-5 

Mark 7:31-37 

 

Readings for Next Sunday – September 12th  

Isaiah 50:4c-9a 

James 2:14-18 

Mark 8:27-35 
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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list for the sick, please contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express consent of the 

person for whom you are requesting prayer.   While the request may be very well-intentioned, 

we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We ask our good and gracious God to welcome our dearly departed into his Kingdom,   

and to bestow his peace and consolation on the family and friends who mourn their passing. 

 

We wish our Parish family a happy and safe Labor Day weekend! 
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A BACK-TO-SCHOOL PRAYER 

 
We pray for our students and their families,  

our teachers, school administrators and school staff,  

as they begin a new school year amid challenging circumstances.  

 

We ask God to protect them and keep them safe and healthy!  
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St. Teresa of Calcutta 
 Patron Saint of: World Youth Day and The Missionaries of Charity 

We celebrate the incredible life and witness of St. Teresa of Calcutta on September 5th. 

 Here are just a few of the many bits of wisdom she shared during her lifetime here on Earth! 

St. Teresa of Calcutta, pray for us! 

 

  

   

  



 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

On September 8th, we celebrate the birthday of the Mother of our Lord and Savior! 

 

Holy Mary, Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us! 
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MASS TIMES 

 
 

Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: 

Mass in English ** 

Sunday evenings at 5:30 PM: 

Mass in English 

   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 8:30 AM 

Mass in English 

**We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook Live 

(Communion will be available after Mass for those who wish to come to the Church tor 

receive the Eucharist.) 

 

SUNDAY EVENING MASS REMINDER 

Our Sunday evening Mass is celebrated at 5:30PM. 

This Mass tends to be less crowded and therefore may be a good choice for those wanting to 

attend Mass with fewer people. 

WEEKDAY MASS 

Mass will be celebrated on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 8:30am. 

 

PARISH CHILDREN’S SHOP  

Our Parish Children’s Shop has reopened! 

Our Summer Hours are: 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 

9AM -12PM 

We are also accepting donations of new or gently used items! 

PARISH CLOTHES CLOSET AND FOOD PANTRY 

Just a reminder we are OPEN every Wednesday and Saturday morning from  

9:00am - 12:00pm. 
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