
 
               

           September 12, 2021 

   24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  The Year of Saint Joseph 

      LIVING OUR FAITH 

          
Today, Jesus asks his disciples a deeply personal question: “Who do you say that I am?” 

Peter answers for the group by proclaiming, “You are the Christ.” Peter and the other 

disciples began this journey as ordinary men who were called from their everyday labors 

to follow an itinerant preacher. During their time with Jesus, they have sat at his feet as he 

proclaimed the good news that the kingdom of God had drawn near, watched as he healed 

those who were ill, and witnessed him casting out demons. Their discipleship is based not 

on a printed set of beliefs, but on their relationship with the Lord.  

  This is true for each of us as well. Christianity is not about following doctrines or 

adhering to a certain set of rules; instead, it is a covenant relationship with the Lord of life. 

Throughout our lives of discipleship, our own answers to this question “Who do you say 

that I am?” will change. At times we might know Jesus best as the one who performs 

wonders in our own lives, or perhaps as the great teacher whose words bring us wisdom. 

At other times Jesus will be the comforter who walks with us in times of grief, or perhaps 

the just judge who calls us to repentance and growth.  

   This question we hear today, “Who do you say that I am?” is found in each of the 

Synoptic Gospels. We celebrate our patron Peter’s first confession of faith that this is “the 

Christ” even as we confront this question ourselves today. We live a communal faith that 

is deeply personal. Each one of us must answer for ourselves, who do we say Jesus is and 

how do we live out this belief in our lives?       Page 1 of 8 
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Questions for the week: We encounter Jesus’ question to the disciples “But who do you 

say that I am?” At this moment in your journey of faith, how would you answer this 

question? How do you understand Jesus’ words “whoever wishes to save his life will lose 

it but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it? 

 

 

COVID PROTOCOL UPDATE 

As you have probably already heard, Sullivan County is an area of substantial Covid-19 

transmission.   

The CDC recommends that all in these areas, vaccinated or unvaccinated, should resume 

wearing masks indoors. 

That being the case, I am asking and urging that all of us resume wearing masks until this 

current threat passes.   

Thank you for your cooperation as we live through this together. 
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This Sunday’s Hymns (10AM Mass) 

#266 This Little Light of Mine 

#201 A New Commandment 

#260 On Eagle’s Wings 

#234 Let There Be Peace on Earth 

 

 
 

Readings for This Sunday – September 12th 

Isaiah 50:4c-9a 

James 2:14-18 

Mark 8:27-35 

 

Readings for Next Sunday – September 19th 

Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 

James 3:16-4:3 

Mark 9:30-37 
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Our Parish Family welcomes 

Helen Patricia Lucero, 

Damaris Estefania Jadan & 

Franklin Jayden Jadan 

to the Christian community! 

May Helen, Damaris and Franklin continue to grow in grace and love of the Lord! 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list for the sick, please contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express consent of the 

person for whom you are requesting prayer.   While the request may be very well-intentioned, 

we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry, Betty and Robert Friedland and 

Steve Nicoli. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We ask our good and gracious God to welcome our dearly departed into his Kingdom,   

and to bestow his peace and consolation on the family and friends who mourn their passing. 

We remember Darlene Henry, as well as all those who lost their lives on  

September 11, 2001 and since, due to the events of that day. 
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A PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE 

Lord, we gather in prayer on the 20th anniversary of 9-11; 

We thank you for the many blessings you have given us, among them the gift of life; 

Heavenly Father, we commend to your mercy and grace all who died in the September 11th 

attacks and all who have died in the past twenty years while laboring to end terrorism.  In the 

face of all this loss we claim your grace and your power to bring good out of evil. 

Good and gracious God, it’s been twenty years, yet the pain is fresh and the need is great. 

Comfort all who continue to mourn the loss of loved ones. Come with assurance and peace for 

all who remain traumatized, anxious, or fearful for the future. Come with protection and 

freedom for all who continue to live in the midst of hostility and oppression. 

Bring wholeness and hope to every broken place- to broken bodies, broken hearts, and broken 

spirits…to broken relationships, broken systems, and broken faith. 

Draw together leaders of every nation. Give them ears to hear your wisdom and the courage to 

respond. Inspire them to work together for peace, justice, and freedom. Inspire us, too. 

Strengthen all who risk their lives to protect others. Guard all who work to make your world a 

place of peace. Guard and guide us, too. 

Hear our prayer for our enemies and for ourselves. Help us love and pray for those who hate us. 

We claim your abiding, your humility, and your strength as we strive to fulfill this call. 

Change the hearts of all who seek their way by evil and violent means, by coercion and 

corruption and privilege, including our own. Create in us clean hearts that beat with your 

unconditional compassion. 

Leave no one in the shadows of evil and death, O God. 

Fill us all with your light and make us all instruments of your peace. 

Our world remains a dangerous place, O God, but with you there is peace and hope. With you 

there is persevering and purpose. You are our Rock, our Shield, our Defender forever. 

We ask this through Christ, our Lord.  Amen.  
 

 



 

Fordham Preparatory School 

Forming Leaders in Faith, Scholarship, and Service Since 1841 

 

For details on admissions, including in-person and virtual events, 

visit: fordhamprep.org/admissions 

 

Open House 

Thursday, October 14, 6:00 pm  

&  

Saturday, October 30, 11:00 am 

 

Admissions Office Contact Information 

(718) 584-8367 

admissions@fordhamprep.org 

 

IMPACT RETREAT FOR TEENS 

(IMPACT stands for “I Meet People and Christ Together”) 

This is a basic first-time retreat experience for those in 8th-12th grade. Under the guidance of 

an adult coordinator, the weekend retreat is led by a team of youth who share their faith 

and give witness to their spiritual journey. 

 

The next retreat will take place on October 22-24, 2021 

at the Vincent Pallotti Center in Monroe, NY. 

For more information, please contact Christy at the Parish office. 

 
PARISH DATABASE UPDATES 

Do you know of anyone in the Parish who is not receiving our emailed bulletin each week?   

If so, please ask him/her to contact the Parish office and provide a good email address. 

Also, please be sure to keep the Parish office informed of any changes to your email address, 

mailing address and/or phone number, so that we can be sure to help keep you connected 

with Parish news and information.  Thank you! 
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BLESSED FEAST OF  

THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 

 

SEPTEMBER 14th 
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MASS TIMES 

 
 

Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: 

Mass in English ** 

Sunday evenings at 5:30 PM: 

Mass in English 

   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 8:30 AM 

Mass in English 

**We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook Live 

(Communion will be available after Mass for those who wish to come to the Church tor 

receive the Eucharist.) 

 

SUNDAY EVENING MASS REMINDER 

Our Sunday evening Mass is celebrated at 5:30PM. 

This Mass tends to be less crowded and therefore may be a good choice for those wanting to 

attend Mass with fewer people. 

WEEKDAY MASS 

Mass will be celebrated on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 8:30am. 

 

PARISH CHILDREN’S SHOP  

Our Parish Children’s Shop has reopened! 

Our Summer Hours are: 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 

9AM -12PM 

We are also accepting donations of new or gently used items! 

PARISH CLOTHES CLOSET AND FOOD PANTRY 

Just a reminder we are OPEN every Wednesday and Saturday morning from  

9:00am - 12:00pm. 
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