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Transfiguration Parish is a community of Christian believers faithful to our Catholic tradition and a pilgrim people  

entrusted to the Carmelite Fathers. Through our participation in public worship we are nourished by the Word and the 

Body of the Lord. We are called to share what we have received by evangelization and by good works to those in need . 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE EUCHARIST 
Saturday, Evening: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm 
Weekdays: Monday through Friday: 7:15 & 9:00 am (Day Chapel) 
Weekends: Saturday morning: 9:00 am only 
Holy Days of Obligation: 7:15 am, 9:00 am, 12:10 pm & 7:30 pm. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession) 
Saturday: 4:00 - 4:30 pm 
Other times by appointment 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Pre-Baptismal Instruction for Parents: 

Held prior to Baptism (Call the Parish Office for schedules and 
further information) 

Baptisms  
The Sacrament of Baptism is administered on the last Sunday 
of each month at 1:30 pm except during Advent and Lent. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
The Sacrament of Matrimony is celebrated for parishioners. The 
couple are to contact the priest at least six (6) months prior to the 
ceremony. 

PRIORY OFFICE HOURS 
Monday  9:00 am to 7:00 pm, Tuesday 9:00 am to 400 pm 
Wednesday & Thursday 9:00 am to 7:00 pm 
Friday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Saturday: 2:00 pm to 6:30 pm 
Sunday: 9:00 am to 1:30 pm 
Closed on all holidays. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE 
SICK AND  MINISTRY TO THE SICK & ELDERLY 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is a sacrament of 
healing., expressing love of God and our Church for the sick, our 
shut-ins and the elderly. For the SERIOUSLY ILL and dying, 
contact the Priory. Communion will be brought on Sundays to the 
home of any person permanently or temporarily homebound. 
 
CHRISTIAN HOSPITALITY 
Welcome to the Transfiguration Community. Please register at the 
Priory. Registering and weekly participating are ways of acquiring 
a true sense of belonging to our parish community. A record of 
active membership is a necessary requirement for marriage in the 
Parish Church, testimonial letters for Baptismal/Confirmation 
sponsors. If you move or change address, please notify us. 
 
COUNSELING 
Know that we are ever ready to assist. Don’t hesitate to call any-
time for an appointment. 

 Priory Transfiguration School Religious Ed. Center 

 268 So. Broadway Prospect Avenue Prospect Avenue 

 631-1672 631-3737 631-2380 

www.transfiguration-tarrytown.org 

www.transfigurationschool.org  
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:  

      OUR MILITARY:  

      Anthony Correia, Nick O’Kelly 

 

OUR SICK: Justin Baker, William Duggan, Ann 

Duggan Baker, Mary Conity,  

Florence Gilroy, Mary Lester, Sharon Lynch, 

Peg Mahoney, Marie Minuck, Diane O’Connell 

Carmen Rodriguez, Richard Sicardo, Jr., 

Robert Sorrentino, Evelyn Trufflo 

 

OUR DECEASED: Catherine Bragato,  

Zenida Casingal, JoAnn Cerussi, 

Maureen Coster, Carles Gadino,  

Sueharie Guzman, Ralph Savage,  

Susan Trevino 

 

If you would like to include others in this prayer list, 

please contact the priory office.  Names will remain on 

the list for two weeks, or according to need. 

SATURDAY, Februrary 3, 2018 

5:00      Patricia & Joseph Lydon req. by Maureen & Tom    

             Fleming 

SUNDAY, February , 2018 

8:00      Joanne Giuliano req. By Mark Prescott 

10:00    Evelyn Ward req. by Peter Downey 

12:00    Everett Weaver req. by Ramon Cid & Hector 

 

MONDAY 

7:15     Margaret Baviello req. by Carolyn Walters 

9:00     Caterina & Joseph Vele req. by Mary King &  

            Ann Mattola 

TUESDAY 

7:15     A Special Intention 

9:00     Karen DiMuro Borrello req. by Patrick &  

            Lucy DiMuro 

WEDNESDAY 

7:15      The Parishioners of Transfiguration 

9:00      Anniversary of Rod & Paulette Burns req. by  

             Dolores Burns 

 THURSDAY 

7:15     Kathleen Casey req. by Alice Casey & John Ford 

9:00     Timothy O’Connell req. by Peggy & Kevin  

             O’Sullivan 

FRIDAY  

7:15      Rita Hurson req. by Jack Hurson 

9:00      Nancy Murray req. by Gloria Agro 

SATURDAY  

9:00      The Doyle & McGuire families req. by Joan 

              DeMeo 

5:00      Richard Saponara & Billy Martin req. by  

              Joyce Saponara 

 

SUNDAY 

8:00      Giovanni DiNunzo req. by Josephine Tucci 

10:00    Jeanne Collins Helbock req. by John &  

             Marion McGinty 

12:00    Hermine & John Chepiga req. by Patricia   

             Chepiga 

The Sanctuary candle burning in the Church this 

week is in the memory of  Catherine Bragato req. 

by Netta Sloboda 

 

The Sanctuary candle burning in the Chapel this 

week is in memory of Catherine Bragato req. by 

Alicia Sarles 

 

The Shrine candles are burning this week is in 

memory for Jo Ann Cerussi req. by Netta Slo-

boda 

God’s Plan for Giving 

January 28, 2018 

$.7,32100        

Attendance—748      Envelopes– 204 

Church Maintenance 

$2,113.00      Envelopes-139 

 

Next week’s second collection  

will be School Maintenance 

Twinning Committee Meeting:  The monthly 

meeting of the Parish Twinning Committee will be this 

Tuesday, February 6 at 7:30 PM in the parish hall.   Meet-

ings are open to anyone who would like to attend. 

Do you know at the end of Mass we are sent 

forth to bring what we have experienced, 

what we have heard and spoken to our world?  

The final blessing and final hymn send us 

forth to bring God’s love to our world. 

 

We have been fed by the Word of God and fed at the table 

of the Eucharist, and we are sent out to bring the love of 

God to those around us. 

 

Let us live our lives doing just that, bring the love and 

compassion of God to others. 

 



FIFTHSUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

POPE FRANCIS ON "FAKE NEWS":  We will 

take a break from our reflections on Humanae Vitae, 

as Pope Francis sent out a very important message 

on the feast of St. Francis de Sales regarding mass 

communication in our world today.  Please reflect on 

his message and join in his prayer.  God bless.   

-- Fr. Emiel   

 

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS  

FOR WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY 

24 January 2018 
  

“The truth will set you free” (Jn 8:32). 

Fake news and journalism for peace 
  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Communication is part of God’s plan for us and an 

essential way to experience fellowship. Made in the 

image and likeness of our Creator, we are able to 

express and share all that is true, good, and beauti-

ful. We are able to describe our own experiences and 

the world around us, and thus to create historical 

memory and the understanding of events. But when 

we yield to our own pride and selfishness, we can 

also distort the way we use our ability to communi-

cate. This can be seen from the earliest times, in the 

biblical stories of Cain and Abel and the Tower of 

Babel (cf. Gen 4:4-16; 11:1-9). The capacity to twist 

the truth is symptomatic of our condition, both as 

individuals and communities. On the other hand, 

when we are faithful to God’s plan, communication 

becomes an effective expression of our responsible 

search for truth and our pursuit of goodness.  

 

In today’s fast-changing world of communications 

and digital systems, we are witnessing the spread of 

what has come to be known as “fake news”. This 

calls for reflection, which is why I have decided to 

return in this World Communications Day Message 

to the issue of truth, which was raised time and time 

again by my predecessors, beginning with Pope Paul 

VI, whose 1972 Message took as its theme: “Social 

Communications at the Service of Truth”. In this 

way, I would like to contribute to our shared com-

mitment to stemming the spread of fake news and to 

rediscovering the dignity of journalism and the per-

sonal responsibility of journalists to communicate 

the truth. 

 

1. What is “fake” about fake news? 

The term “fake news” has been the object of great 

discussion and debate. In general, it refers to the 

spreading of disinformation on line or in the tradi-

tional media. It has to do with false information 

based on non-existent or distorted data meant to de-

ceive and manipulate the reader. Spreading fake 

news can serve to advance specific goals, influence 

political decisions, and serve economic interests. 

 

The effectiveness of fake news is primarily due to its 

ability to mimic real news, to seem plausible. Sec-

ondly, this false but believable news is “captious”, 

inasmuch as it grasps people’s attention by appeal-

ing to stereotypes and common social prejudices, 

and exploiting instantaneous emotions like anxiety, 

contempt, anger and frustration. The ability to 

spread such fake news often relies on a manipulative 

use of the social networks and the way they func-

tion. Untrue stories can spread so quickly that even 

authoritative denials fail to contain the damage. 

 

The difficulty of unmasking and eliminating fake 

news is due also to the fact that many people interact 

in homogeneous digital environments impervious to 

differing perspectives and opinions. Disinformation 

thus thrives on the absence of healthy confrontation 

with other sources of information that could effec-

tively challenge prejudices and generate constructive 

dialogue; instead, it risks turning people into unwill-

ing accomplices in spreading biased and baseless 

ideas. The tragedy of disinformation is that it dis-

credits others, presenting them as enemies, to the 

point of demonizing them and fomenting conflict. 

Fake news is a sign of intolerant and hypersensitive 

attitudes, and leads only to the spread of arrogance 

and hatred. That is the end result of untruth. 

 

2. How can we recognize fake news? 

None of us can feel exempted from the duty of coun-

tering these falsehoods. This is no easy task, since 

disinformation is often based on deliberately evasive 

and subtly misleading rhetoric and at times the use 

of sophisticated psychological mechanisms. Praise-

worthy efforts are being made to create educational 

programmes aimed at helping people to interpret and 

assess information provided by the media, and 

teaching them to take an active part in unmasking 

falsehoods, rather than unwittingly contributing to  

http://w2.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/messages/communications/documents/hf_p-vi_mes_19720421_vi-com-day.html


 

the spread of disinformation. Praiseworthy too are 

those institutional and legal initiatives aimed at de-

veloping regulations for curbing the phenomenon, to 

say nothing of the work being done by tech and me-

dia companies in coming up with new criteria for 

verifying the personal identities concealed behind 

millions of digital profiles. 

 

Yet preventing and identifying the way disinforma-

tion works also calls for a profound and careful 

process of discernment. We need to unmask what 

could be called the "snake-tactics" used by those 

who disguise themselves in order to strike at any 

time and place. This was the strategy employed by 

the "crafty serpent" in the Book of Genesis, who, at 

the dawn of humanity, created the first fake news 

(cf. Gen 3:1-15), which began the tragic history of 

human sin, beginning with the first fratricide (cf. 

Gen 4) and issuing in the countless other evils com-

mitted against God, neighbour, society and creation. 

The strategy of this skilled "Father of Lies" (Jn 8:44) 

is precisely mimicry, that sly and dangerous form of 

seduction that worms its way into the heart with 

false and alluring arguments.  

 

In the account of the first sin, the tempter ap-

proaches the woman by pretending to be her friend, 

concerned only for her welfare, and begins by saying 

something only partly true: "Did God really say you 

were not to eat from any of the trees in the gar-

den?" (Gen 3:1). In fact, God never told Adam not to 

eat from any tree, but only from the one tree: "Of the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil you are not to 

eat" (Gen 2:17). The woman corrects the serpent, but 

lets herself be taken in by his provocation: "Of the 

fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden God said, 

“You must not eat it nor touch it, under pain of 

death" (Gen 3:2). Her answer is couched in legalistic 

and negative terms; after listening to the deceiver 

and letting herself be taken in by his version of the 

facts, the woman is misled. So she heeds his words 

of reassurance: "You will not die!" (Gen 3:4).  

 

The tempter’s “deconstruction” then takes on an ap-

pearance of truth: "God knows that on the day you 

eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like 

gods, knowing good and evil" (Gen 3:5). God’s pa-

ternal command, meant for their good, is discredited 

by the seductive enticement of the enemy: "The 

woman saw that the tree was good to eat and pleas-

ing to the eye and desirable" (Gen 3:6). This biblical  

episode brings to light an essential element for our 

reflection: there is no such thing as harmless disin-

formation; on the contrary, trusting in falsehood can 

have dire consequences. Even a seemingly slight 

distortion of the truth can have dangerous effects. 

 

What is at stake is our greed. Fake news often goes 

viral, spreading so fast that it is hard to stop, not be-

cause of the sense of sharing that inspires the social 

media, but because it appeals to the insatiable greed 

so easily aroused in human beings. The economic 

and manipulative aims that feed disinformation are 

rooted in a thirst for power, a desire to possess and 

enjoy, which ultimately makes us victims of some-

thing much more tragic: the deceptive power of evil 

that moves from one lie to another in order to rob us 

of our interior freedom. That is why education for 

truth means teaching people how to discern, evaluate 

and understand our deepest desires and inclinations, 

lest we lose sight of what is good and yield to every 

temptation. 

 

3. "The truth will set you free" (Jn 8:32) 

Constant contamination by deceptive language can 

end up darkening our interior life. Dostoevsky’s ob-

servation is illuminating: "People who lie to them-

selves and listen to their own lie come to such a pass 

that they cannot distinguish the truth within them, or 

around them, and so lose all respect for themselves 

and for others. And having no respect, they cease to 

love, and in order to occupy and distract themselves 

without love they give way to passions and to coarse 

pleasures, and sink to bestiality in their vices, all 

from continual lying to others and to them-

selves.” (The Brothers Karamazov, II, 2). 

 

So how do we defend ourselves? The most radical 

antidote to the virus of falsehood is purification by 

the truth. In Christianity, truth is not just a concep-

tual reality that regards how we judge things, defin-

ing them as true or false. The truth is not just bring-

ing to light things that are concealed, "revealing re-

ality", as the ancient Greek term aletheia (from a-

lethès, "not hidden") might lead us to believe. Truth 

involves our whole life. In the Bible, it carries with 

it the sense of support, solidity, and trust, as implied 

by the root 'aman, the source of our liturgical ex-

pression Amen. Truth is something you can lean on, 

so as not to fall. In this relational sense, the only 

truly reliable and trustworthy One – the One on 

whom we can count – is the living God. Hence,  



THE TRANSFIGURATION PRAYER SHAWL 

MINISTRY:  will meet Wednesday, February 7, at 

6:00 PM in the Deacon Jerry Blood Conference 

Room.  Please enter through the Priory door.    

Prayer shawls give comfort, courage, warmth, love 

and peace for those in need or in thanksgiving.  Do 

you know anyone who would benefit from our out-

reach?  If so, please leave information in the mail 

box marked Shawl in the parish office.    For further 

information please contact Alice Blood at 631-5951 

or Pat Nyarady at 631-5007.  Details can be found at 

www.shawlministry.com. 

Jesus can say: "I am the truth" (Jn 14:6). We dis-

cover and rediscover the truth when we experience it 

within ourselves in the loyalty and trustworthiness of 

the One who loves us. This alone can liberate us: 

"The truth will set you free" (Jn 8:32). 

 

Freedom from falsehood and the search for relation-

ship: these two ingredients cannot be lacking if our 

words and gestures are to be true, authentic, and 

trustworthy. To discern the truth, we need to discern 

everything that encourages communion and pro-

motes goodness from whatever instead tends to iso-

late, divide, and oppose. Truth, therefore, is not 

really grasped when it is imposed from without as 

something impersonal, but only when it flows from 

free relationships between persons, from listening to 

one another. Nor can we ever stop seeking the truth, 

because falsehood can always creep in, even when 

we state things that are true. An impeccable argu-

ment can indeed rest on undeniable facts, but if it is 

used to hurt another and to discredit that person in 

the eyes of others, however correct it may appear, it 

is not truthful. We can recognize the truth of state-

ments from their fruits: whether they provoke quar-

rels, foment division, encourage resignation; or, on 

the other hand, they promote informed and mature 

reflection leading to constructive dialogue and fruit-

ful results. 

4. Peace is the true news  

The best antidotes to falsehoods are not strategies, 

but people: people who are not greedy but ready to 

listen, people who make the effort to engage in sin-

cere dialogue so that the truth can emerge; people 

who are attracted by goodness and take responsibil-

ity for how they use language. If responsibility is the 

answer to the spread of fake news, then a weighty 

responsibility rests on the shoulders of those whose 

job is to provide information, namely, journalists, 

the protectors of news. In today’s world, theirs is, in 

every sense, not just a job; it is a mission. Amid 

feeding frenzies and the mad rush for a scoop, they 

must remember that the heart of information is not 

the speed with which it is reported or its audience 

impact, but persons. Informing others means form-

ing others; it means being in touch with people’s 

lives. That is why ensuring the accuracy of sources 

and protecting communication are real means of pro-

moting goodness, generating trust, and opening the 

way to communion and peace.  

I would like, then, to invite everyone to promote a 

journalism of peace. 

 By that, I do not mean the saccharine kind of jour-

nalism that refuses to acknowledge the existence of 

serious problems or smacks of sentimentalism. On 

the contrary, I mean a journalism that is truthful and 

opposed to falsehoods, rhetorical slogans, and sensa-

tional headlines. A journalism created by people for 

people, one that is at the service of all, especially 

those – and they are the majority in our world – who 

have no voice. A journalism less concentrated on 

breaking news than on exploring the underlying 

causes of conflicts, in order to promote deeper un-

derstanding and contribute to their resolution by set-

ting in place virtuous processes. A journalism com-

mitted to pointing out alternatives to the escalation 

of shouting matches and verbal violence. 

To this end, drawing inspiration from a Franciscan 

prayer, we might turn to the Truth in person:  

 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  

Help us to recognize the evil latent in a communica-

tion that does not build communion.  

Help us to remove the venom from our judgements.  

Help us to speak about others as our brothers and 

sisters.  

You are faithful and trustworthy; may our words be 

seeds of goodness for the world:  

where there is shouting, let us practise listening;  

where there is confusion, let us inspire harmony;  

where there is ambiguity, let us bring clarity;  

where there is exclusion, let us offer solidarity;  

where there is sensationalism, let us use sobriety;  

where there is superficiality, let us raise real ques-

tions;  

where there is prejudice, let us awaken trust;  

where there is hostility, let us bring respect;  

where there is falsehood, let us bring truth.  

Amen. 

Francis 
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