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Scripture and Faith Formation 
By Rolando Moreno  

The Catechism says “the Christian faith is not a religion of the book. Christianity is the 

religion of the “Word” of God, a word which is not a written and mute word, but the Word 

which is incarnate and living” (CCC #108). This beautiful passage profoundly points to the 

source of scripture; God himself. It also highlights the incarnational/christocentric reality of 

scripture with the emphasis as a living Word. As has been said, Sacred Scripture is the living, 

breathing, Word of God. It is no ordinary book; it has the power to change lives. In Sacred 

Scripture God speaks to man, it is truly his words. St. Augustine describes the bible as “a 

letter from our fatherland” (In Ps. 64). In the work of evangelization and catechesis, scripture 

has a prominent role. It is the source of our content and the very soul of catechesis. In like 

fashion, but referring to theology, the Church proclaims scripture as the very soul of 

theology. In our work of transmitting the faith, scripture must be proclaimed with certainty 

and confidence. 

Catechists and those serving in the ministry of the Word have an obligation to know and 

study scripture, to be very familiar with its stories, and to know well the life of Christ in the 

Gospels. At a minimum, catechists and teachers of the faith ought to understand the “big 

picture” of Sacred Scripture, that is, God’s plan for our salvation as revealed in Sacred 

Scripture from Genesis to Revelation. Ministry leaders ought to know how to approach the 

bible and unlock the plan of salvation history for others. God does not wish to remain 

hidden; he is not distant nor does knowing him require some form of secret knowledge 

(gnosis). Rather as St. Paul says, “all scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). May we enter 

another season of evangelization and catechesis more profoundly rooted in knowledge of 

scripture and the courage to proclaim it more in our teaching. Interested in a deeper 

knowledge of scripture? Be sure to check out the recommended resources in this newsletter. 
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Institute News 
 

Institute for 
Catholic Life and 
Leadership 
We will be opening a new 
cohort of students for the Fall 
at Mt. Angel Seminary!! If you 
are interested or have any questions regarding the new 
program or available scholarships, please don’t hesitate 
to reach out to rmoreno@archdpdx.org for more 
information. Registration is now open!! Click HERE to 
do so. Interested but not sure? Check out this video. 
 

Fransican University Catechetical 
Institute  
Franciscan University 
offers many workshops to 
the Archdiocese of 
Portland through its 
partnership. Introducing 
the Scriptures to Children 
is a great workshop for Catechists teaching young 
children.  
For more information on how to register for these 
workshops for free, contact rmoreno@archdpdx.org 
 

Articles on Scripture 
It is hard to top the scholarly merits of Dr. 
John Bergsma. The article, “Four Rules of 
Thumb for Teaching Scripture” is 
required reading for anyone attempting 
to lead a bible study. There are many 
articles in Spanish as well, “Catequesis 
sobre los milagros de Jesús” is an 
excellent commentary of Jesus’ miracles. 
 
  

 Events 

August 12 – 14: Mount Angel 

Abbey, will hold a retreat on True 

Devotion to Mary with Brother Louis 

de Montfort OSB. Click here for more 

information. 

August 22: Professional 

Development Workshop for 

Catechists and Teachers: by Sophia 

Institute for Teachers at St. John 

Fischer parish in Portland. To register 

click HERE. For a promotional flyer 

click HERE 

September 23 – 25: Women’s Silent 

Retreat: Join Retreat Master: Fr. 

Gregory Dick, O.Praem. on the 

theme, “Abide with Me - Living the 

Mass we Celebrate” at the Our Lady 

of Peace Retreat Center. Please see 

here for more information and how to 

register.  

September 29 – October 2: 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: 

St. Mary’s parish in Mount Angel will 

be hosting the adult training.  Level 

One Part One will be done in two 

four-day sessions Sept 29-Oct 2 and 

Nov 10-13 from 9 am-3 pm. Cost 

$300. See this link for more 

information. 

   

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level 2 training in Springfield at St. Alice’s listed here as an 

educational opportunity has been canceled due to low registrations.  

mailto:rmoreno@archdpdx.org
https://evangelization.archdpdx.org/registration
https://vimeo.com/261569018
https://franciscanathome.com/node/1078?track=298
https://franciscanathome.com/node/1078?track=298
mailto:rmoreno@archdpdx.org
https://review.catechetics.com/four-rules-thumb-teaching-scripture
https://review.catechetics.com/four-rules-thumb-teaching-scripture
https://www.mountangelabbey.org/guesthouse/make-a-retreat/retreat-calendar/#2-4
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-beatitudes-and-the-moral-life-tickets-384132840667
file:///G:/Catechesis%20&%20Faith%20Formation/Catechist%20Trainings/Catechist%20Workshop/August%2022nd%20Flyer%202022%20Sophia%20Institute.pdf
https://olpretreat.org/retreat-schedule
https://olpretreat.org/retreat-schedule
https://www.stmarymtangel.org/good-shepherd-info
https://review.catechetics.com/
https://franciscanathome.com/
https://review.catechetics.com/81
https://pastoralministry.archdpdx.org/institute-for-catholic-life-leadership
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Why do you think it is important for all Catholics to know scripture? 
When thinking about the word of God, we might immediately think of scripture and tradition. However, before we get 
to that point, we should think of how John’s Gospel begins by describing Jesus Christ as the Word that is with God 
and is God. That emphasizes the person behind this revelation. St. Jerome has a great quote: “Ignorance of scripture is 
ignorance of Christ.” If we are to have a personal relationship with Jesus, then we have to have access to who He is. 
This comes primarily through the revelation in scripture and tradition. One can have a familiarity with God in a prayer 
life, but when we encounter scripture, it leads us to a fuller encounter with the person behind the text. 
How can someone with very little exposure to scripture begin making it part of his life? 
There are so many great resources out there. Ascension Press is doing an amazing thing with their Bible in a Year 
podcast. It’s been archived so you can catch up or go at your own pace.  Their commentaries offer quality Catholic 
reflections in adherence to the teachings of the Church. Also, following the Church’s lectionary is a great holistic 
approach. But if they are asking where to start on their own? I would say the Gospels. The Gospels have the pride of 
place among the sacred books as they’re not only the biographies of Jesus Christ, but as the inspired word of God, 
they’re really autobiographies. And if you’re asking me which one to start with, you’re almost asking me to pick my 
favorite child. That being said, I think Luke and then Acts would be a great starting place for most people. 
In today’s modern world, popular pundits often mock those who put an emphasis on the Bible.  Bill Maher 
attacks the myths or Bill Nye comments on the logistical impossibility of bringing the world’s animals on board 
an ark. What is your response to those who like to mock the stories of the Bible? 
Oftentimes when I hear people mocking the stories of the Bible, they haven't themselves read the actual text and so 
they’re mocking a caricature. Or if they have read the text, they don’t have the whole framework in mind. The authors 
of the word of God had purposeful intentions. Each writer’s intentions were to situate itself in the story of salvation 
history. They are showing us a God who is infinite and transcendent, yet not distant. Yes, there are going be limitations 
in our minds and in our language. So, as we approach the word of God, I think it would perhaps be beneficial to 
remember that this is written in human language capturing the divine, transcendent, and mysterious realities. The 
patristics would say it’s an abbreviation. The word of God entering the human language, Christ becoming man, is a 
condescension. We need to have the faith to let the scriptures elevate our minds and our hearts to God. That's not an 
easy task because sometimes our view of God is so limited and our perception of the text is so weak. Yet in the midst 
of this human condition, we should approach the scriptures without suspicion and instead seek understanding. 
Say you're talking to a new pastoral associate, what advice would you give to someone who wants to offer 
scriptural resources for their parish?   
Pope Benedict XVI speaks about the greater need the Church has for a biblical apostolate. When speaking of 
catechesis, we need to remember both the source and the aim. The source of catechesis is scripture and tradition. 
Then the aim of catechesis is an encounter with Christ himself through the deposit of faith. So, the purpose of 
catechesis lies in putting souls in communion with the person of Jesus Christ (CCC #426). For me, what really clicked 
was understanding the story of salvation history and seeing all its beauty. These stories in the Bible, which I grew up 
knowing but I had no idea how they related to each other, suddenly made sense. Being able to see God's plan was 
astonishingly beautiful and it’s almost as if He had this plan from the very beginning, which of course He did! 
Do you have a favorite translation? 
I went to school at the Augustine Institute and they have publishing rights for the English Standard Version Catholic 
Edition. I am liking what I see so far. The Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition was the one that I used most of my 
time during my studies, which is a great one as well. The ESV is essentially a revision of the RSV, so there is a 
lineage/connection to it. 
What would be your favorite commentary?  
I love the Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture. It's a great multi-volume commentary, but its currently only on the 
New Testament and it can be quite spendy. It’s very approachable and has a good depth of insight. Each section also 
ends with reflections, as well as inserting wisdom of the Saints, treasures from the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
and papal documents.  
What are you reading? What are you adding to your lexicon as a speaker? 
I'm working through a book by a Christian scholar, Richard Bauckham, called Jesus and the Eyewitnesses . He is  
essentially saying the Gospels are historical eyewitness accounts and reliable testimonies about the life of Christ. In 
relation to your question about popular pundits, we are, as a society, being challenged for validity and truth. Can we 
reliably trust what we read? It is a scholarly piece, so it won’t be for everyone.  I'm also teasing out more of an 

https://ascensionpress.com/
https://media.ascensionpress.com/all-bible-in-a-year-episodes/
http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/books/catholic-commentary-on-sacred-scripture-new-testament-set-17-volumes/401410
https://www.eerdmans.com/Products/7431/jesus-and-the-eyewitnesses-2nd-ed.aspx


appreciation of Thomas Aquinas and his writings. When we think of Aquinas and his great work in philosophy and 
theology, we might forget that he was also a biblical scholar. The soul of theology, as Dei Verbum says, is the study of 
the sacred page. So I think perusing and encountering the works, writings, and reflections of Aquinas and several 
supporting Dominicans is important. 
In the vein of Thomas Aquinas, in the last bit of his life, he looked at all of his writings and said, “it's all ash” and 
spent the rest of his life in prayer, never writing again. When we look to the pews and see ol’ Mrs. McGillicuddy 
with her rosary and devotions, we as leaders of Faith Formation are asking for something completely different. 
How do we see and support both? 
I believe you’re describing the wrestle between the head and the heart. By nature, they are not contrary to each other, 
but we can hold up one to the sacrifice of the other. There is a passage in James, “You believe that God is one; you do 
well. Even the demons believe—and shudder” (2:19). I am sure Satan knows more than I do, but his mere knowledge is 
not doing him any good. There's a temptation that we can turn Bible study into just another study of a historical text.  
Benedict XVI himself in Jesus of Nazareth speaks to the value of the historical critical method, but then he also quickly 
identifies its limits. If we have a weak understanding of the Bible’s inspiration, we might not approach the Bible with 
the right attitude. It must be accompanied by prayer because we're not encountering a relic from the past; God's word 
is living and active today. Everything we know about God is another reason to love him, but it’s not automatic. We 
need to remember that we are encountering the person behind the word. Yet knowing everything about a person 
doesn’t equate with having a relationship with that person.  In the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 7, Jesus says not 
everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the Kingdom of Heaven, only those who do the will of my Father. It's 
a covenantal relational knowledge. “Adam knew – yada – Eve.” God is asking us to know him, but also to love Him. 
 

 

 
 

Prayer of St. John Chrysostom before reading 
Scripture 

O Lord Jesus Christ, open the eyes of my heart that I 
may hear your word, 
and understand and do your will, for I am a sojourner 
upon the Earth. 
Hide not your commandments from me, but open my 
eyes, that I may perceive the wonders of your Law. 
Speak unto me the hidden and secret things of your 
wisdom. 
On you do I set my hope, O my God, that you shall 
enlighten my mind and understanding with the light 
of your knowledge; not only to cherish those things 
which are written, but to do them; 
That in reading the lives and sayings of the Saints I 
may not sin, but that such may serve for my 
restoration, enlightenment and sanctification, for the 
salvation of my soul, and the inheritance of life 
everlasting. 
For you are the enlightenment of those who lie in 
darkness, and from you comes every good deed and 
every gift. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


