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Heralds of the Good News 
By Rolando Moreno  

The Catechism quotes St. Thomas Aquinas in saying that, “to teach in order to 
lead others to faith is the task of every preacher and of each believer” (CCC. 
904). How might my ministry be different if I was continuously aware of the fact 
that my teaching is meant to lead souls to belief in Christ? God sets before us 
a tremendous responsibility, participation in the work of redemption. The lay 
faithful play a critical role in the life of the Church in that they share the 
priestly, prophetic, and kingly mission of Christ. Regarding their prophetic 
mission, all the faithful are called to evangelize, to share and bear witness to 
the saving message of Jesus Christ. All the baptized are called to be heralds 
of the good news, in word and deed. To herald is to announce, to proclaim. 
The faith spreads and grows insofar as we the laity, actively live our faith and 
openly share it. The Holy Spirit, whose mission it is to set the world ablaze for 
the love of Christ, is the principal agent of evangelization and conversion. 
Catechists and those serving in catechetical ministries must have a total 
reliance upon the Holy Spirit, a closeness and dependency. As laity, the Holy 
Spirit assists us in our role to sanctify the temporal order and to bear witness. 
“This witness of life, however, is not the sole element in the apostolate, the true 
apostle is on the lookout for occasions of announcing Christ by word, either to 
unbelievers or to the faithful.” (CCC. 905). As we begin another year of faith 
formation, religious education, and catechesis, my we find a renewed sense of 
courage to teach boldly the truths of our faith to a world desperately in need 
of the love of Christ. Our strength and courage come from a life lived at the 
foot of the cross.  
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Institute News 
 

 
Institute for 
Catholic Life and 
Leadership 
We will be opening a new 
cohort of students for the 
Fall at Mt. Angel Seminary!! 
If you are interested or have any questions regarding 
the new program or available scholarships, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out to rmoreno@archdpdx.org 
for more information.  
 

 

 

Fransican University Catechetical 
Institute  
Each month we spotlight a 
workshop or two from the 
Franciscan University, 
however, this Institute looks to 
offer a fuller experience with a focus on many different 
aspects of leadership called “tracks”. The Parish 
Catechetical Leader (PCL) Track addresses the spiritual, 

catechetical, relational, and philosophical topics essential to 

leadership in a parish. For more information on how to 
register for these workshops for free, contact 
rmoreno@archdpdx.org 
 

 
Articles on Scripture 
The latest issue focuses on Eucharistic 
Revival, which is at the center of all 
ministries. RCIA & Adult Faith 
Formation: What’s in a Name? is a 
useful reminder on the importance of the Rite of 
Acceptance which we might be getting on our 
calendars this month. And for our teachers of the 
young we have Youth & Young Adult Ministry – The 
Miracles God Can Work in Just Forty Hours a Week: 
The Fruits of Boundaries in Ministry and Children's 
Catechesis: Theology of the Body for the Very Young 
 
 

 

Events 

 

October 12 Archdiocesan Council 

of Catholic Women Retreat 

(ACCW) Retreat Master: Fr. Chuck 

Woods on the Theme: "Jesus, The 

Way the Truth" Contact Sue Anker at 

503-252-2574 

 

 

October 15: Catholic Women’s 

Conference: Speakers Sr. Teresa 

Harell, Julie Onderko, Sr. Mary 

Delanski, and Ruth Hayes Barba will 

explore the Feminine Heart in an all 

day conference. $35. For schedule 

and Registration go to Proto-

Cathedral in Vancouver 

 

 

November 18 – 19  Archdiocesan 

Pastoral Assembly: The 

Archdiocesan Pastoral Assembly 

gathers every three years with all 

pastors and two of their pastoral 

council representatives. Our keynote 

speaker will be Fr. John Riccardo of 

Acts XXIX. 
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 Speaker 

Spotlight 

by Amy Parent 

Anne Brophy 

Pastoral Associate, 

Sacred Heart Medford 

 

In your opinion, what is the difference between a Pastoral Associate and a Director of Religious Education.   

My responsibilities these many years would shine a light on that: I am the  Director of RCIA for adults, teens and 

children; but also Liturgy Coordinator, Marriage Coordinator, Funeral Ministries Coordinator, and Tribunal-trained 

Advocate for Sacred Heart parishioners – all very pastoral ministries with a lot of knowledge specific to those diverse 

areas of ministry. By way of contrast, the focus of our parish’s Coordinator of Religious Education is upon grade school 

age children and their family faith formation program, as well as their preparation for traditional First Reconciliation 

and First Communion.     

 

How do you formulate a direction of your faith formation program with regards to the changing landscape of 

parishioners, specifically how to address needs such as physical and mental disabilities. 

Years ago, I arranged a deaf interpreter to sign during the Mass when we had deaf youngster. As far as the elderly and 

infirm, we have a seating area close to the front that accommodate wheelchairs, walkers, and companions, and a 

hearing aid system that can be checked out before Mass. We are always looking for ways to serve them better. When it 

comes to the many accommodations that must be made for children with learning and other disabilities – and that’s 

where most of the need seems to be now - our Religious Education Coordinator does a great job with that.   

 

RCIA seems to have a different approach in each parish, tell me about your program. 

As the Director, I am hands-on with our candidates and team.  I meet with each candidate and pay close attention to 

them and their journey. Not only am I present at every weekly session and Rite, but I also teach most of the adult 

sessions. In sessions that I’ve written, I unfold the faith for them in a way that they can encounter and fall in love with 

Jesus in His beauty, the beauty of Truth. Adult RCIA candidates also often require convalidations, annulment work, and 

lots of care and spiritual formation. Therefore, its important to have a good knowledge of marriage canon law and the 

pastoral ability to break difficult news to folks and help them see God at work in it. The children in RCIA are often 

unchurched and not from Catholic families or culture , unlike the children in the traditional religious education 

program, and are taught by two RCIA catechists skilled with that type of faith journey and pastoral ministry.   

 

As you know the RCIA process often encounters individuals with prior marriages both inside and outside of the 

Church, how is that incorporated in your role as Pastoral Associate? 

I am the Tribunal-trained Advocate for folks at Sacred Heart looking into the validity of their marriage.  In the past 

twelve years, I have worked with over 200 petitioners. While it is canon law that we are working with, being their 

Advocate is a very pastoral ministry.  Sometimes they have been through so much in their lives, and I want them always 

to hear and believe how much God Himself is in love with them. 

    

How did you work through the pandemic? 

As the Pastoral Associate during Covid lockdowns, I added something that was fun for me and, I hope, for the 

parishioners. Every Friday when we emailed the bulletin out to parishioners, I included a note not only with the Covid 

updates related to the church, but I also wrote something about the faith and perhaps my experience of it that week.  

Something upbeat and hopeful. It was fun, and that was important for the parish especially at that time. 

 

Your parish is about as far away from the Pastoral Center of the Archdiocese as one can get, how do maintain 

contact with the rest of the Archdiocese? Does it affect your day to day work? 

As for living far away from the Portland area, it’s not a problem for me. I stay closely in touch with the Tribunal as I have  

many cases there, and they are quick to respond and always helpful. The chancellor, Sr. Veronica Schueler, is also very 

supportive whenever I contact her with questions. Msgr. O’Connor is helpful in liturgy matters. I stay in touch with 

Rolando Moreno and always enjoy this informative newsletter. It is a great team at the Pastoral Center,where most of 

the need seems to be now - our Religious Education Coordinator does a great job with that.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers for You 
God of life and love, 

We lift our hearts to you 

in praise and thanksgiving. 

We bless you for the goodness and beauty of creation, 

for the rhythm of sunrises and sunsets, 

for the patterns of color 

and texture of growing things 

that sustain our hope in the abundance 

of what is to come. 

We bless you for the landscape of our lives, 

for our successes and failures, 

for the friends and enemies 

who weave a mosaic through our horizon. 

We praise you for all your works. 

We ask for grateful hearts and a spirit of generosity. 

Free us from being stingy 

with our words of praise and affirmation 

and our acts of forgiveness. 

Open us to the abundance of life and love you set 

before us. Amen. 


