
 

 

Kerygma Preaching Series  

#1: Created 

Homily Outline 
 

The 4 dimensions of the Gospel Message (Kerygma): 

1) Created, 2) Captured, 3) Rescued, 4) Response 

 

Created: Why is there something rather than nothing? 

 

1. Why is there something rather than nothing? 

 

Three possible answers from humanity: 

• Most ancient religions: strife among the gods. 

• Greek philosophy (Aristotle): intelligent but impersonal Supreme Being 

• “Scientism” (not science): completely random.  

• Conclusion: creation is not good, made by impersonal Supreme Being or is 

meaningless. (Important note: science cannot answer this question because it is a 

metaphysical question, that, it’s beyond the scope of what the hard sciences can 

discover or measure.) Aristotle gets us the closest. 

 

The Catechism affirms that this is an important place to start: 

282 Catechesis on creation is of major importance. It concerns the very 

foundations of human and Christian life: for it makes explicit the response of the 

Christian faith to the basic question that men of all times have asked 

themselves: “Where do we come from?” “Where are we going?” “What is our 

origin?” “What is our end?” “Where does everything that exists come from and 

where is it going?” The two questions, the first about the origin and the second 

about the end, are inseparable. They are decisive for the meaning and orientation of 

our life and actions. 

 

2. Why did God create the world? 

 

The Answer from Christian Revelation: created good, out of nothing by the all-

powerful, all-good and all-loving God 

 

Why did He create anything? The Catechism offers this answer: 

293 Scripture and Tradition never cease to teach and celebrate this fundamental 

truth: “The world was made for the glory of God.” St. Bonaventure explains that 

God created all things “not to increase his glory, but to show it forth and to 



 

 

communicate it”, for God has no other reason for creating than his love and 

goodness: “Creatures came into existence when the key of love opened his hand.” 

 

Why are we here? Because God loves us and wants us to exist and He wants us to 

share in His glory. That’s a part of the story that modern people desperately need 

to understand. 

 

3. We are made in the image and likeness of God 

 

Human beings are made for love. 

1) We are created to live in a relationship of love with God. 

2) We are created to live in a relationship of love with others. 

3) Being created male or female is good and integral to loving. Man and woman 

are created equal in dignity and complementary in mission. 

 

But that can be difficult to fathom and so God the Son became man to show us… 

 

4. In His Incarnation, God reveals His love to us and who we are. 

 

“In reality it is only in the mystery of the Word made flesh that the mystery of man 

truly becomes clear.” (Vatican II, Gaudium et Spes, 22) 

 

Key takeaways to ponder, to pray over and to share: 

• There is one God, He freely chose to create, and everything He made is good.  

• God is more powerful than anything we can comprehend.  

• We, human beings, are the highlight of His creation, made in His image and 

likeness.  

• We have reason and free will, which render us capable of genuine love.  

• We were made for relationship (with Him and each other); our destiny is to be 

divinized and partake of God’s nature.  

• Real happiness means to be loved and to love.  

• Understanding God’s nature (both His immense power and intimate love for me) 

leads to wonder and trust. 

 

Video to watch on YouTube: 

Fr. John Riccardo “Created: Why is there something rather than nothing?” 

 

Deeper dive in reading: 

Fr. John Riccardo. Rescued: The Unexpected and Extraordinary News of the 

Gospel, Chapters 2-4.  



 

 

Kerygma Preaching Series  

#2: Captured 

Homily Outline 
 

The 4 dimensions of the Gospel Message (Kerygma): 

1) Created, 2) Captured, 3) Rescued, 4) Response 

 

Captured: What the hell happened? 

 

1. The unsatisfactory answers from the world 

• God is not all-powerful, God is not all-good. God doesn’t exist. 

• So create your own brief “happiness” through power, money/status or pleasure 

 

2. Sacred Scripture as Game Film for a Football Team 

 

3. Who is our enemy and why did he fall?  

Angelic creatures became demonic 

 

Lucifer meaning “The Bearer of Light” becomes  

• Satan (Hebrew) = “The Adversary”, “The Accuser”, “The Evil One” 

• Devil (Greek) = “The Divider” or “The One who scatters” 

 

Irrational motive: envy of us 

 

4. Satan’s Basic Play: 

Introduce doubt in God’s goodness (to corrupt our image of God) 

You certainly will not die! God knows well that when you eat of it your eyes will 

be opened and you will be like gods, who know good and evil.” 

 

Encourage an alternative to following God’s law (to exercise our freewill to 

commit evil) 

“I will decide for myself what is good and evil.” 

 

Spring trap which enslaves, degrades and destroys 

“Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; 

so they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.”  

 



 

 

He runs this same play again and again for every human being of any time and 

place. All of us are born into this broken relationship with God and this 

enslavement to Satan. 

 

5. The Result: Enslavement to Satan and the Powers of Sin and Death 

 

Powers = authorities, government, kingdom, reign. I have been handed over to 

powers I cannot compete with. I’m enslaved to a creature who hates me, who seeks 

to defile, degrade and destroy me, and I’m powerless against him. 

 

“I do not understand my own actions. For I do. Not do what I want, but do the very 

thing I hate…. For I do not do. The good I want , but the evil I do not want is what 

I do. Now if I do what I do not want,  it is no longer I that do.  It, but sin which 

dwells within me” (Rom. 7:15, 19-20).  

 

The world is not neutral. Either one lives in service to sin and remains in spiritual 

bondage, or one lives in obedience to God and enjoys liberation from sin’s 

captivity. There is no third option. Image of human trafficking. 

 

Key takeaways to ponder, to pray over and to share: 

• Sacred Scripture is a “game film” which equips us for what happened and what 

will always happen.  

• God is all-good, but one of the creatures He made chose to rebel against God and 

us. That creature is the enemy, Satan. 

• Satan, or the devil, is not an equal rival of God. He is a mere creature. 

• The enemy’s motive for rebellion was envy of the human race. He hates us and 

has declared war on us. 

• His strategy is to convince us that God is not our loving Father and that we can 

be happy without God. 

• Because of Adam and Eve’s free choice to believe and act on Satan’s lies (the 

Fall), we are bound by the powers of Sin and Death. The material world, of 

which human beings were the lords and stewards, is corrupted as well (natural 

disasters). 

• To realize the hopelessness of our condition is a grace: We are captured and are 

in need of rescue. I need a Savior. 

• Our hopeless captivity is not the end of the story. God will do something about it. 

 

Video to watch on YouTube: 

Fr. John Riccardo. “Captured: What the hell happened?” 

 



 

 

Deeper dive in reading: 

Fr. John Riccardo. Rescued: The Unexpected and Extraordinary News of the 

Gospel, Chapters 5-8.  



 

 

Kerygma Preaching Series 

#3: Rescued 

Homily Outline 
 

 

The 4 dimensions of the Gospel Message (Kerygma): 

1) Created, 2) Captured, 3) Rescued, 4) Response 

 

Rescued: Has God done anything about our hopeless situation?  

 

Grace to ask: unshakeable confidence in Jesus as Lord of heaven and earth 

 

Back to image of being captured and held by human trafficker 

 

Unshakeable confidence 

• God Himself came to rescue us. 

• “Redeemer” = “Goel” in Hebrew 

• Meditation from St. Ignatius of Loyola: “Father, send me. I’ll go.” 

 

Why did Jesus come? 

He came to fight.  

• “The reason the Son of God. Appeared was to destroy the words of the devil” 

(1Jn. 3:8). 

• “While gentle silence enveloped all things, and night in its swift course was now 

half gone, your all-powerful word leaped from heaven, from the royal throne, 

into the midst of a land doomed, a stern warrior” (Wis. 18:14-15).  

He invades the kingdom of satan from the outside in a clever way, in our human 

nature. 

 

“Christianity is the story of how the rightful king has landed, you might say landed 

in disguise” (C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity). 

 

What was Jesus doing on the Cross? 

Jesus chose to die on the Cross willingly. 

On the Cross, Jesus is… 

• showing us the love of the Father, that God is love. 

• making atonement for us. 

• going to war to rescue us. He is hunting as the ultimate ambush predator. 

 

What difference does it make? 



 

 

What Jesus has done changes EVERYTHING!  

By His death and glorious resurrection from the dead, Jesus has: 

 

• humiliated and despoiled the enemy  

• destroyed death 

• transferred us from the kingdom of sin and death into His Kingdom.  

• given us access to the Father: adopted into the sonship of God the Son. 

• recreated us: “Behold I make all things new.”  

• rendered sin impotent: I no longer have to sin.  

• given us authority over the enemy in His Name.  

• sent us on a mission to get His world back.  

 

“Christianity is the story of how the rightful king has landed, you might say landed 

in disguise, and is calling us all to take part in a great campaign of sabotage.” 

 

We are now equipped to fight, armed with love, truth, goodness, beauty, 

forgiveness and all the weapons of the kingdom of God. We’re personally called 

and sent to undo, to sabotage, what the enemy has wrought ever since the Fall.  

 

We are rescued so as to rescue. 

 

 

Videos to watch on YouTube: 

Fr. John Riccardo. “Rescued and Response: Jesus is not just Kind.” 

______. “Someone has Come to Fight.” 

______. “Rescued so as to Rescue: a Healing Conference.” 

 

Deeper dive in reading: 

Fr. John Riccardo. Rescued: The Unexpected and Extraordinary News of the 

Gospel, Chapters 9-12. 

 
  



 

 

Kerygma Preaching Series 

#4: Response 

Homily Outline 
 

 

The 4 dimensions of the Gospel Message (Kerygma): 

1) Created, 2) Captured, 3) Rescued, 4) Response 

 

Grace to ask: courage to respond 

 

Goal of the kerygma: to come into the transformative, life-changing and ongoing 

encounter with Jesus Christ 

 

Unsettling encounter of Jesus and the rich young man…what is choking your 

response? 

 

Two fundamental responses to the kerygma: personal and mission 

 

Personal response: 

 

1. Gratitude: “Every day I think about what you did for me.” 

• Worship: participation in the Eucharistic Sacrifice 

• Any idols? “Anything that is more important to you than God, anything 

that absorbs your heart and imagination more than God” (Tim Keller). 

 

2. Surrender = Entrustment 

• To accept His love and to give ourselves over to Him in love 

• Allow Him to begin the work of healing and transformation of our hearts 

 

Mission response: 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age” (Mt. 28:18-20). 

 

Through the Apostles, Jesus commissioned all of us. 

 

Take the four words of the kerygma (created, captured, rescued, response) and use 

them to tell God’s story in a way that is unique to them and their life 

circumstances. We work in our sphere of influence. 



 

 

 

Image of human trafficker, what if there were others? Wouldn’t I want to help 

rescue them too? 

 

The Church is comprised of the members of Jesus who have been rescued and are 

undergoing transformation in Him while joining Jesus in working for the rescue of 

others. 

 

Three simple suggestions:  

1) Make Holy Mass, every Sunday and Holy Day, the foundation of family life;  

2) Respond to the prompts of love during the day to get out of myself and 

express Christ’s love to others;  

3) Participate in the upcoming retreat next Saturday here the morning of 

October 16th.  

 

Hurt people tend to hurt people. 

But healed people heal people and 

rescued people rescue people. 

 

A hope for the rich young man is Jesus’ parable of the two sons in Mt. 21:31. 

 

Videos to watch on YouTube: 

Fr. John Riccardo. “Rescued and Response: Jesus is not just Kind.” 

______. “Rescued so as to Rescue: a Healing Conference.” 

 

Deeper dive in reading: 

Fr. John Riccardo. Rescued: The Unexpected and Extraordinary News of the 

Gospel, Chapters 15-17. 


