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Saint George Church - Worcester & Holden 

December 2, 2018: First Sunday of Advent 

 

 

 

 
A Community of Ministries, December 2, 2018 

 
 
40 Brattle Street   Worcester, MA 01606 
Parish Office: 508-853-0183 
www.saintgeorgesparish.org 
 
Office Hours:  
Monday till Thursday 9:00AM to 3:000PM 
Closed on Fridays 
 
 
Parish Staff: 
 
It is our privilege to serve you. 
 
Rev. Edward D. Niccolls Pastor   Ext. 12 
Rev. Charles P.O. Omolo, Associate Pastor                          
                                                          Ext.24 
Deacon Paul T. Audette Ext.13 
  
Annie Doyle, Pastoral Outreach    
annie@saintgeorgesparish.org  Ext. 11 
 

Parish Secretary  
stgeooffice@gmail.com  Ext.10 
Fax 508-854-0864 

 
For information regarding Pastoral Care of the 
Sick, Marriage Preparation, Confirmation, and 
Ministry Involvement, we invite you to call the 
Parish Office. 
 
Baptism Information: Please contact  
Susan Pacek at 508-856-9960 or  
email: st.geobaptism@gmail.com 
 
Eucharist Celebrated:    
First Saturday Mass: 8:00 AM - Chapel 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 AM 
Monday,Tuesday,Thursday,Friday:8:00 AM 
Wednesday: 6:30 PM 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 PM and  
by appointment 

St. George Catholic Church 
 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

   We, the parish community of St George, 
celebrate the welcoming presence of Christ 

in our lives. Together with the universal 
Church, we are nourished and sustained 

through the Mystery of the Holy Eucharist, 
and  we are inspired by the proclamation of 

the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit.  
We continually seek to grow in a deeper  
understanding of our faith, to respect the 

sanctity of human life, and respond to what 
Jesus asks of us in our time by sharing our 

gifts and participating in parish activities  
and outreach to others. 
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Saint George Church - Worcester & Holden 

December 2, 2018: First Sunday of Advent 

 

 

 Altar Ministries   
We are thankful to the Altar Servers and Ministers of 
Holy Communion from TEAM C who will serve at our 
Masses next weekend. 
 

 

Bulletin Deadlines 
Weekend of                              Due to parish 
 
December 16                              Wednesday, Dec. 5 
December 23                              Wednesday, Dec. 12 
December 30                              Wednesday, Dec. 12 
January 6, 2019                          Wednesday, December 19 
 

                       Second Collection 
 

Next weekend, a special collection will be taken up at 
all Masses for Retirement Fund for the Religious. A 
letter from Bishop McManus can be found on Page 5. 

 

      Everyone is Invited! 
 

     Join us downstairs in 
      the Church Hall after  
            Sunday Mass 
        for coffee, a donut, or  
       for just a quick visit to  
enjoy a bit of our community life. 

            Mass Intentions 
Saturday, December 1: Vigil  
4:00 PM     2nd Anniversary for Carmella  
                  Gill by family  
Sunday,  December 2: First Sunday of Advent 

7:30  AM    Special Intention  
9:00  AM   Memorial for James Purcell by his wife  
                  Joyce Purcell 
11:00 AM  Memorial for Brian Moore by family  
 Monday,   December 3: St. Francis Xavier 
8:00 AM    For the Community of St. George 
7:00 PM    Pieta Bereavement Mass                     
Tuesday,  December 4: St. John Damascene 
8:00  AM   Memorial for Michael Woods  
Wednesday, December 5:  
6:30 PM    Memorial for Stanley & Monna Lobo by              
                  family  
Thursday, December 6:  St. Nicholas 
8:00 AM     Memorial for  Edward Weber by  the  
                   Purcell family     
Friday,     December 7:  St. Ambrose 

8:00 AM    In memory of John & Mary Williams  
6:30 PM    Vigil - Immaculate Conception of Mary 
                  Memorial for Silvester & Luci Dsa by family  

Saturday, December 8: Immaculate Conception of  Mary    

8:00 AM     Memorial for Roibert Mendonsa by family 
4:00 PM     Memorial for Charles Keith by family 

    Parish Calendar  

Saturday, December 1:   Christmas Food Drive                     
8:00 PM   AA                                                          Hall 
Sunday, December 2:     Christmas Food Drive                               
8:00  AM  Coffee Shop                                          Hall 
9:00  AM  Children’s Liturgy                 St. George Rm 
9:00  AM  Toddler Liturgy                            Confr  Rm 
9:00 AM   Confirmation  Mass and Mtg         Hall/  Ctr                      
6:00 PM    Rel Ed Gr 6-9                               Hall / Ctr   
Monday, December 3:                                                   
4:15  PM   Rel Ed gr. 1-5                                   Center 
7:45  PM    Reception following Mass                    Hall  
Tuesday,  December 4: 
4:15 PM     Rel Ed Gr. 1-5                                 Center 
 7:00 PM    Religious Ed Board                        Rectory                                   
 Wednesday, December 5:  
5:30 PM    Liturgy Committee                          Rectory 
7:00 PM    Faith Sharing Group                     Conf Rm 
Thursday,  December 6 
6:30  PM   Family Prayer                                  Church 
Friday, December 7: 
10:00 AM  Faith Sharing Group                  2nd Fl. Ctr  
Saturday, December 8: GIVING TREE RETURNS  
8:00 PM      AA                                                       Hall  
Sunday, December 9    GIVING TREE RETURNS 
8:00  AM  Coffee Shop                                          Hall 
9:00  AM  Children’s Liturgy                 St. George Rm 
9:00  AM  Toddler Liturgy                            Conf   Rm 
9:00 AM    Confirmation Mass & Mtg        Church/ Ctr  
9:00 AM    RCIA                                                  Hall       
10:00 AM  Men’s Club                                 Conf   Rm 
6:00 PM     Religious Ed 

Scripture for the week of  
December 2, 2018 

2 SUN Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12-4:2/Lk 21:25-28, 

34-36 
3 Mon Is 2:1-5/Mt 8:5-11 
4 Tue Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24 
5 Wed Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37 
6 Thu Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
7 Fri Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31 
8 Sat Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
9 SUN Bar 5:1-9/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 

If you have been abused or victimized by someone repre-
senting the Catholic Church, please believe in the possibil-
ity for hope and help and healing. We encourage you to 
come forward and speak out. The victim service coordina-
tor for the Diocese of Worcester is Judith Audette. A report 
can be made by phone to (508) 929-4363. 
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Saint George Church - Worcester & Holden 

December 2, 2018: First Sunday of Advent 

 

 

 

Weekend of   
November 18th,  2018 

 
Total Weekly Ordinary: $7550.25  

 

   Your generosity helps us to 
continue to be a caring & vibrant 
community ! 

        

 

From Your Pastor 

                         Fr. Niccolls           

Holy Father’s Prayer  
Intentions for December 

 

In the Service of the Transmission of Faith, that peo-
ple who are involved in the service and transmission 
of faith, may find, in their dialogue with culture, a lan-
guage suited to the conditions of the present time.   

       Join St. George’s “Food Donation Team” 
              
         For information on bargains and/or to join the team, just   
                   email Dave at  DavewithFDT@gmail.com 
 

Special needs for December are: 
 

Cans of Tuna Fish (flip top if possible) 
100% Juice Boxes and Granola Bars 

Attention Parents of  
Young Children   

The Church building is open to all. We ask parents of 
young children to please accompany them at all 
times. Thank you. 

 

This Weekend’s Stewardship Thought  

 

"Be on Guard," Jesus warns in today’s Gospel’s. Let 
us heed His warning and follow the advice of St. 
Paul, conducting ourselves in a way pleasing to 

God, overflowing with love for one another.   

MEN’S CLUB MEETING 
 
 

The monthly Men’s Club meeting will be held NEXT 
Sunday, December 9 in the Conference Room after 
the 9:00 AM Mass.  Men’s Club members and parish 
staff are welcome to attend. The coffee is on us!!!. 

Saturday, December 8th, is the Immaculate Concep-
tion and a Holyday of Obligation.  Masses will be on 
Friday at 6:30 P.M. and Saturday at 8:00 A.M. 
 

Once again, to help us prepare to enter into the spirit 
of celebrating the Advent Season, we have made 
available a special Advent/Christmas flyer which will 
be found at the entrances of the church. This flyer 
brings us through the four Sundays of Advent as well 
as what else will be offered during this season.  It 
also contains the Mass schedule for Christmas and 
the other major feasts and solemnities that are cele-
brated in the Christmas season.  Please be sure to 
take a copy of this flyer home with you.  
 

This year, like in the past few years, in order to avoid 
excessive overcrowding in the church building as well 
as to avoid a serious parking problem in the church 
parking lot and the surrounding streets (especially 
Rochelle Street) on December 24th in the afternoon, 
we are offering a second Mass that afternoon at 4:30 
P.M. at St. Peter-Marian High School.  We are very 
grateful to the staff of St. Peter-Marian for letting us 
use this facility and its parking area which accommo-
dates approximately 250 vehicles.  Therefore, in an-
ticipation of Christmas, I want to mention that the 
Mass schedule for this holyday is as follows:  
 

Monday, December 24th:    
4:00 P.M. -  Church 
4:30 P.M. -  St. Peter-Marian High School 
 

Tuesday, December 25th: 
8:00 A.M.- Church 
10:00A.M.- Church 
    
Calendars for the year 2019 are available here in 
church.   

 

Marriage Enrichment Weekends 
 

Consider attending a Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter Weekend to enrich your Sacrament of Marriage. 
The next Weekends are Dec 7-9, 2018 in Duxbury, 
MA and Jan 18-20, 2019 in South Kingstown, RI. 

For more information,  
call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963  

or visit them at https://wwmema.org/. 

mailto:DavewithFDT@gmail.com
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Saint George Church - Worcester & Holden 

December 2, 2018: First Sunday of Advent 

 

 

Religious Education   
 

  “Growing Together in Faith” 

Sarah Kelly, Administrator - 508-852-1784  
Email : sarah.Kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org 

Kevin.brown@saintgeorgesparish.org 

         All Are Welcome – Call Today 

If you, or someone you know, are interested in finding 
out more about being baptized into the Catholic faith, 
please call the Parish Office today @ 508-853-0183.  
 

Perhaps you would like to learn more about receiving 
Holy Communion or Confirmation? Couples married 
by a Justice of the Peace may want to receive the 
Sacrament of Marriage. Preparation sessions for this 
strengthening Sacrament are also available and far 
simpler than you would imagine.  

 
Online giving is one method 
of making your financial con-
tributions to St. George Par-
ish through an electronic net-
work. It eliminates paper envelopes, thereby re-
ducing the cost of printing, postage and pro-
cessing.  
 

In whatever manner you choose to give to our par-
ish, be it electronically, by using weekly envelopes 
or the basket, know that your donations are essen-
tial and always greatly appreciated. 
If you would like assistance contact Kathy Hessel 

at MKHessel@aol.com 

Grade Level News of the Week  

This week we are taking a look at Fourth Grade. 
Our 4th graders have been learning about the Ten 
Commandments. They have learned that the first 3 
commandments have to do with how we show our 
love for God, and the rest of the commandments 
have to do with how we show our love for others. 
Recently they have begun learning about the Beati-
tudes and how the actions of the Beatitudes are a 
part of obeying God's laws contained in the Ten 
Commandments. 

              
   Eucharistic Adoration 

  Chapel Hours       
          

     Open 4:30 AM to 8:00 PM Daily  
                    All are welcome!     
 
The chapel is closed during the hours when students 
are in the building  as of September 16th and contin-
uing until the end of April.  Please consider  visiting 
the Chapel, especially during the upcoming Season 
of Advent. 

 

Join Us! Pick up a Ministry Booklet on the  
Resource Table at the back of the Church Hall to-
day. Choose a ministry that you might be interested 
in and call the Ministry Leader to find out more.  

Time for Confession 
The students in grade three will have the oppor-
tunity to go to confession during class time on 
December 10th and 11th. We will be taking some 
time in class in the weeks before to review the 
steps to making a good confession. The 4th and 
5th grade students will have to opportunity to go 
to confession during Lent. 
 

Christmas Carols 
The students of our religious education program 
will be learning some Christmas Carols during 
class time in Advent. On the last day of classes 
before Christmas Break, we will be gathering 
together in the church to sing these Christmas 
Carols. All are invited to the church on Monday, 
December 17th and Tuesday, December 18th at 
4:45pm to sing with us.  

Holy Hour for Priests 
 

On Friday, December 14 a holy hour to pray for 
priests will take place from 7 to 8 pm at Immaculate 
Conception. This holy hour will consist of adoration, 
a short reflection, the rosary, silent prayer and bene-
diction. This holy hour will be held on the second 
Friday of each month. 

 

mailto:sarah.Kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org
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                         Coffee Shop Captain  
 

                          December 2, 2018  
                               Dave Allen 
                             508-853-2862 

 

       All men and women are invited to join the  
St. George Coffee Shop Teams to serve once every 
9 weeks. Please contact Jim Sanford at  
508-852-0293 for more information. 
 

  Note: Team Listings and Schedule of Teams can  
  be found on our parish website. 

Eucharist and Prayers for the Sick 
 

Please: Call to let us know if a family member or 
neighbor is hospitalized, homebound or ill. We can 
arrange to visit and bring Eucharist. Remember that 
due to HIPAA regulations, unless you allow the hospi-
tal or health care institution to release information and 
list St. George’s as your religious affiliation,  we are 
not told that you are a patient.  We call  the area hos-
pitals each week to see if any of our parishioners are 
hospitalized.  Thank you for your understanding in 
this matter. 

Letter  from Bishop McManus 

Annual Mass to Honor and  
Remember our Children        

 

                     Monday,  
          December 3, 2018 at   
  7:00 PM at St George Church  
   40 Brattle St. Worcester, Ma. 
    Sponsored by Pieta Support  
     Group for Bereaved Parents 
 

You are invited to attend the Pieta annual Mass to 
honor and remember all of our children. This is a 
special time to come together with family and 
friends in remembrance of our children. Refresh-
ments will be served following the Mass.  Please 
invite any families who have lost a child.  For more 
information, please call Terry Gentile at 508-434-
0731 or Sue Stevens at 508-852-4887, or email 
pieta3@gmail.com.    

November 2, 2018 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 

 

On December 8 and 9, our parishes will be con-
ducting the appeal for the Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious, a national collection that benefits nearly 
31,000 elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order 
priests who are members of 547 religious institutes 
throughout the country. The sad reality is that only 
23 of those communities are adequately funded to 
care for their elderly and infirm members who have 
consecrated their lives to serving God and the 
Church.  
 

During the 2018 World Day for Consecrated Life, 
Pope Francis remarked, “There is no growth with-
out roots and no flowering without new buds.” This 
analogy has certainly born out within the life of the 
Church in the United States. Senior religious were 
the roots that established Catholic schools, hospi-
tals, and social service agencies—allowing genera-
tions of Catholics to flourish. Today the example of 
older religious inspires younger members to perse-
vere in mission and ministry.  
 

Just as our annual Celebrate Priesthood event 
helps our diocese to care for its retired diocesan 
priests, this national collection assists many reli-
gious communities which struggle to provide for 
aging members. Most elder religious served for 
small stipends, leaving a large gap in retirement 
savings. Rising health-care costs and decreased 
income compound the struggle to provide adequate 
care. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious 
provides vital funding for medications, nursing care, 
and more. It also helps religious congregations im-
plement long-range retirement strategies, even as 
they continue to serve the People of God. 
 

 I recognize this is but one of numerous worthy 
causes in need of assistance; I ask simply that you 
give what you can. In thanksgiving for their faithful 
service, please join me in supporting the Retire-
ment Fund for Religious and in praying for God’s 
blessing on our nation’s elderly religious.  
 
With prayerful best wishes, 
 
 I remain Sincerely yours in Christ,  
 

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus  
Bishop of Worcester   
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A Community of Ministries 

PARISH OUTREACH 
 

Annie Doyle - 508-853-0183    
           Ext.11 

Office hours Mon-Tue-Wed 9-5                                                    
annie@saintgeorgesparish.org 

THE FAMILY CONNECTION 

 
 

 
 
 
 

This Week… 
Please pray for all families with sick children 

during this holiday season, that God may send  
a loved one, a friend or neighbor to help bring 

 healing and  peace. 

Christmas Food Drive       
This Weekend  - December 1 & 2  

 

The food collected during our Thanksgiv-
ing Food Drive was gratefully received by 
St. Joan of Arc Parish food Pantry, Our 
Lady of Providence Church, the Mustard 
Seed and our local “Loaves and Fishes” Pantry.  
We hope to share this Christmas Food Drive with the 
Mustard Seed Food Pantry and “Loaves and Fishes” 
Food Pantry.  Please leave food at any church en-
trance or around the Sanctuary. Food is welcome 
until Monday morning. 
 

Giving Tree Gift Returns  
       December 8/9  - before the 11 AM Mass 

 

     All are welcome to help sort gifts, in the sanctuary,  
after the 11 AM Mass.  

 

Dollar Store Gloves, Gently used boots  
           and Non-bulky Blankets Needed  
 

The guests at the Mustard Seed have been asking for 
blankets, gloves and men’s boots. The 
rain and snow has left many with cold 
wet feet. Several said there was no heat 
where they were staying. So blankets 
would be appreciated. 

Many Thanks! 
 

Thanks to a generous donation we were able to give 
out 25 pairs of gloves last week , warm scarves, and 
several pairs of boot. Many thanks to the “St. George 
All Star Team” who served  the meal of 400 hot dogs, 
cole slaw, cookies and bananas. The food for this 
meal was generously donated by so many of our pa-
rishioners! Your kindness and compassion is an inspi-
ration! You truly bring Christ’s love into so many lives.  

           Help prevent family  homelessness !  
   

     Use “Hope for Housing Cards”    
       to buy your weekly groceries  
          or prescriptions at CVS.  
     They make great holiday gifts as well!  
 

Give a Dunkin Donut or Panera Bread Gift Card as a 
birthday gift to a friend.  
 

You receive the full face value of a card in the 
amount you choose. The stores - CVS, Panera 
Bread, Dunkin Donuts and local grocery stores - do-
nate up to 5% of that amount to “Hope For Housing” 
to assist children with families in crisis.  
 

See Sue & Dave Genereux who are selling these 
cards in the Church Hall after every Mass. Contact  
them at 508-829-5776  or email  
WaysideATQ@aol.com for more  information.  

ADVENT RESOURCES 
 

Copies of Advent Resources are 
available on the Resource Table in 
the rear of the church hall compli-
ments of St. George Family Ministry. 
Links to these are also on the Family 
Ministry page on the parish website. https://
saintgeorgesparish.org/family-ministry 
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Our Parish Vision: To welcome all, build connections to Christ  

and one another, and  live our faith as true disciples of Jesus. 

 

Spiritual Growth Ministry                  

                      SAVE THE DATES   
 

   Advent Evening of Prayer and Reflection  
          Tuesday, December 18th, 6:30-8:00 PM         

 

   3rd Annual: 
Young Women’s Evening of Faith and Fellowship 

Thursday, January 31, 2019 
6:00 – 9:00 PM 

 

 
 
 

Women’s Day of Spirituality 
Saturday, March 23, 2019 

9:00 AM – 1:15 PM 

 
 
 

Toddler & Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 

Toddlers and young children are invited to hear 
the Readings and Gospel in an age appropriate 
way during the 9:00 AM Mass. Please join us! 

Giving Tree Ministry 2018 
 
The purpose of this ministry is to pro-
vide a Christmas gift for those who 
would not have one otherwise.  
 

This year the Giving Tree gifts will be donated to 
Aids Project Worcester, Winter Hill Rest Home, 
Blaire House, Crescent Manor Rest Home, St. 
Mary’s Health Care, Sisters of Mercy, The Bridge 
(Now called Open Sky), St Francis Nursing Home, 
Miranda House, Diocesan Seminarians, and the 
Mustard Seed Catholic Worker.  
 

We are most grateful to Anne Lauring who coordi-
nates and communicates with the agencies that we 
serve through our Christmas Giving Tree effort.  
 

Giving Tree Tags 
 

The Giving Tree at the side of the Sanctuary is 
decorated with tags that are labeled with the Christ-
mas hopes of a needy person or family. There are 
many specific and special requests this year. It is 
especially important that you fill this need so that 
the wish is granted and the person or child in need 
is not left without a gift on Christmas morning.  

 

To participate in this parish ministry, remove a tag 
and take it home with you. We ask that you and 
your family pray for the child or person and pur-
chase the gift requested . 
 

Please - As we celebrate the birth of the Prince of 
Peace - No toy guns or violent toys. Also, no bat-
tery operated items - these are too expensive for 
the poor to replace. Please, no cash and no food. 
 

Gift cards are welcome. A “Hope for Housing Card” 
is a great gift  and it can be purchased in our 
church hall after any Sunday Mass. To be sure the 
card is not lost in all the wrapping paper, please 

hand it directly to Annie Doyle, drop it 
in the collection basket with a note 
stating what it is or feel free to drop it 
off at the Parish Office. 
 

Please wrap your Giving Tree Gift 
loosely in a GIFT BAG and reattach 
the tag. Kindly return it to the church 
no later than December 9th at the 
11:00 AM Mass.  

Parish e-news 
  

Want to hear about updates and notifications  
from St. George Parish?  Simply visit 

www.saintgeorgesparish.org  
and click on the link on the homepage to easily  

add your email address.    

Many thanks to everyone who gave so generously 
to the Sock Drop for the homeless sponsored by 
the Friday Faith Sharing Group. Thank you and 
may God Bless You! 


