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SPOTLIGHT OF THE WEEK                                                                                        FEBRUARY 20th,  2019 
 

CALLING ALL DADS AND SONS! JOIN US THIS SATURDAY FOR HOOPS & DOGS! 
 

 
Please join us for a hot dog dinner by James Coney 

Island, followed by lots of games, laughs, and 
father/son bonding on Saturday, February 23rd, in the 

gym from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Please RSVP to 
PTOPrograms@gmail.com.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEED TO GET AWAY AND SPEND QUALITY TIME TOGETHER AS A FAMILY? 
 Come to the Family Retreat on March 29-31st! 

 
The 5th Annual SLCS Family Retreat will be hosted at the Forest Glen Retreat Center in Huntsville, Texas,                  
from March 29, 2019, at 3:00 p.m. to March 31, 2019, at 3:00 p.m. Retreat fees are $185/adult (age 13 and up)                      
and $80/child (ages 3-12, children 2 and under are free) up to a maximum cost of $550 per family. Financial                    
Aid is available. Retreat registration will open up to alumni on March 1st and closes on March 8, 2019.                   
Register HERE! 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

 

2/20 4th Grade Reconciliation 
Jean/Spirit Day 

2/21 STUCO Meeting - 7:15 a.m. 
Go Texan Day 
Middle School Choir Trip  

https://logins2.renweb.com/logins/ParentsWeb-Login.aspx
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=stlaurence.org_jofgl5e6gfv7bkvagar8tondds@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Chicago
http://stlaurenceschool.org/alumni-1
http://stlaurence.org/
http://stlaurenceschool.org/staff
mailto:PTOPrograms@gmail.com
https://stlaurenceschool.org/documents/2019/1/2019%20SLCS%20Family%20Retreat%20Registration%20Form.pdf


 

2/22 All School Mass Led by NEHS 
2/23 New Student Screening 

Hoops and Dogs  - 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
2/25 First Communion Tour of the Church 

Heritage Day Planning Meeting - 8:15 a.m. - Dining Hall 
2/26 Spanish Field Trip 
2/27 Jean/Spirit Day 

Spirit Store Sales - All lunches 
VBS School Registration begins - Parish Hall 
Writers in the School Project with 5th grade and Queen of Peace 

2/28 3rd Grade Living Wax Museum - 2:00 p.m. - Gym 
First Communion Tour of the Church - 6:30 p.m.  

3/1 All School Mass Led by 1C - wear your Steps for Students shirt! 
Middle School Dance (6th-8th) - 6:30 p.m.  

3/4 NJHS Officers Meeting - 7:15 a.m. 
School Board - 7:00 p.m. 

3/5 Leos Officers Meeting - 7:15 a.m. 
PTO Meeting - 8:15 a.m. 

3/6 Ash Wednesday Mass Led by 3A 
SHS Meeting - 7:00 a.m. 
Student Coalition Meeting - 7:30 a.m. 
EARLY DISMISSAL - 1:45 P.M. 

// 

 

CHECK OUT THE ATHLETICS CALENDAR ON OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE HERE!  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Dear Saints Families, 
 

We had quite the busy weekend! There was a smorgasbord of activities starting with our delicious PTO                 
sponsored Grace Before the Race dinner, followed by the fun-filled main course with Steps for Students and                 
ending with the beautiful Father/Daughter dance for dessert! Thank you so much for all of you that helped with                  
these events and for the great attendance by our Saints families. We are blessed with so much support from the                    
community.  
 

I was also happy to see many of you there for the speaker on Monday night. Fr. Sean had some sobering                     
statistics and good advice on how to protect our children from overexposure to pornography from the internet. A                  
few things that stood out to me were: 
 

● The average age of first exposure to pornography is 8 years old. 
● That you should constantly remind your child that they are loved and promote open communication.              

They need to feel free to come to you and talk about things that are uncomfortable. This is so important                    
in ALL situations where there is a potential danger. They should not feel shame over seeing something                
inappropriate on accident but instead be told that it was not their fault for seeing it initially. 

● Having a home computer and making your child use a device in a family area is not sufficient protection. 
● Smartphones are a huge issue and more people need to delay putting those in the hands of their child                   

until at least upper middle school (be THAT parent) Danielle Bean also talked about this and how there                 
is safety in numbers. If enough parents have the strength to say no to giving an elementary student a                   
phone then all our children are protected. There is way too much research on the negative effects of too                   
much “screen time” and overexposure at a young age. See the “Wait until 8th Movement” HERE for one                 
example. 

● Be direct when talking to your child about “good pictures/bad pictures” and how to handle it when you see                   
something inappropriate.  Fr. Sean recommended some books to help with this discussion.  

○  Good Pictures/Bad Pictures by Kristen Jensen-gives steps for what to do if a child is exposed 
○  Wonderfully Made Babies: A Catholic Perspective on How and Why God Makes Babies (9-up) 

              by Ellen Giangiordano 
● Websites he recommended with more information were:  

https://stlaurenceschool.org/
https://www.waituntil8th.org/


 

○  https://integrityrestored.com/  
○ https://cmgparent.org keeping your child safe on the internet (good video on how to talk about               

this with your child) 
 
There was a lot of other great information given out Monday night. Many of you also shared how you benefited                    
from the two speakers we had last year, Crystal Collier (on the effects of too much “screen time” on the brain)                     
and the speaker from Crimestoppers (on social media safety and keeping up with apps that are attractive to                 
young people and could be dangerous). It will never get any easier so you need to be informed. Since we just                     
had this talk from Fr. Sean and one of the main ways to protect your child is filtering systems, please see the                     
message below from Mr. John Maklary, our Instructional Technologist. We plan on continuing this dialogue, so                
stay tuned for upcoming opportunities to discuss safety and technology as we work together to keep our young                 
ones pure and protected as long as possible. 
 
God bless, 
 
Suzanne Barto 
 

 

After the Internet Safety presentation on Monday evening, we want to follow up with a few things that were                  
addressed during the talk. It is important for parents to be as equipped as possible to help protect their child and                    
nurture their growth in a healthy way.  
  

As a school, we employ different technologies to help protect students while online. First, we use a product called                   
CIPA Filter, a network appliance that monitors traffic to and from the school and provides filtering based on                 
categories, keywords and specific blacklisting of known undesirable sites. Secondly, our WiFi network has its               
own filtering in place that further and redundantly protects traffic on our wireless network. Third, we use a product                  
called GoGuardian, a web-based filtering and monitoring service that specifically protects students using their              
school-provided Google Apps accounts. This primarily covers 4th - 8th grade students. Like the other filtering                
services, it will help protect students from unwanted Internet content. GoGuardian also will protect students               
outside of school when they are using computers and are logged into their school Google accounts. This means                 
if they are at home on any computer AND logged into their school Google account, they are filtered and                  
monitored. We are also set up to get email notifications when the filter is triggered. When that happens, we look                    
at the content and determine if it is a violation. We will then talk with the student and take appropriate action. We                      
are also implementing a new GoGuardian service that will allow teachers to better monitor activity on the                
Chromebooks within their classroom. Teachers will be able limit web activity to specific sites during class,                
redirect students when off-task, and receive a detailed report emailed to them showing all the activity that                
occurred during class. We feel this is another great step to help keep your children on task and safer when using                    
online resources. Since the beginning of the school year, we have informed students that we have these systems                 
in place to keep them safe and focused on their school work. 
  

Even though we are doing our due diligence to best monitor online behavior using technology and teacher                 
observation, no system is perfect. Not every website is flagged as inappropriate, not every video is blocked, and                 
not every image or song lyric is removed. The filters are continuously being updated to address new threats and                  
inappropriate content. The “bad guys” are always searching for ways to expose children by using commonly                
searched words that attract kids. According to Fr. Sean, there are even sites with “minecraft pornography”, etc.                
that a child might accidentally access while innocently searching for something online. That said, we encourage               
students to report any concerning behavior and to self-monitor their own activity. Please help us to remind your                 
child to be proactive and if they have concerns, to talk to an administrator or one of our awesome counselors. 
  

I also have compiled and previously shared some information that parents can use to help protect children in                 
their homes, primarily using tablets and phones. Below is a link to the document. Please read and review your                   
home practices to protect your family. I hope you find this information useful HERE!.  
  
John Maklary 
Instructional Technologist  

https://integrityrestored.com/
https://cmgparent.org/
https://bit.ly/2BH67Tw


 

    

***GO TEXAN DAY*** 
St. Laurence Catholic School will hold its annual “Go Texan Day” on Thursday, February 21, 2019. All students                 
may wear western clothing, boots, and hats. Dresses and jean skirts must follow the handbook guidelines. Spurs,                 
and holsters/guns are not allowed. *Please have a pair of tennis shoes in the backpack in case the boots                   
become uncomfortable before the day is done. 
  

Go Texan Day will highlight our physical education dance program. We encourage all parents, grandparents, or               
friends of 1st – 3rd graders to come, watch, and join in on the fun. Yes, parents will be invited to join in on some                         
dances. The performances will take place in the gym at the following times:  

      3rd Grade       9:15 a.m. 
      2nd Grade       12:15 p.m. 
      1st Grade       1:00 p.m.    

 HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE, PARTNER! 

 

 

HERITAGE DAY! LET US KNOW IF YOU WANT TO BE PART OF THIS SPECIAL DAY BY FEBRUARY 27TH!   
Heritage Day is March 29th! This beautiful event celebrates our diversity, as well as solidifies us as a school                   
family and members of our global Church! If you are interested in being part of this special day by representing                    
your heritage, please fill out this interest survey HERE! DEADLINE TO COMPLETE THE INTEREST               
SURVEY IS FEBRUARY 27! Questions? Contact Adriana Gutierrez HERE.  
 

 
JOIN THE JUNIOR CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS!  
The Junior Catholic Daughters, associated with our dynamic Catholic Daughters organization, is a place for girls               
to grow into women of faith and service. Our JCDA group is currently seeking an adult leader. If you or your                    
daughter has benefited from being in JCDA, consider returning the blessing by leading this group now. The                 
JCDA will not continue without new adult volunteers, so its future is in the hands of a parent with a servant’s                     
heart. Please contact Julie Chovanetz HERE for more information.  
 

IT’S FLU SEASON!  HELP ECC AND MAIN CAMPUS KEEP ROOMS SANITIZED!   

ECC and Main Campus rooms are in need of Clorox wipes! Please send a container of Clorox Wipes to ECC                    
and/or the Main Campus to be used to wipe down desks and door handles. It truly helps contain the spread of                    
germs! THANK YOU! 

 

YEARBOOKS ON SALE NOW! 
Order your 2018-2019 yearbook today before it is too late!. Yearbooks will be delivered in late August. Go to                   
Balfour.com and type St. Laurence and purchase using a credit or debit card.  
 

SHARE YOUR PICTURES FOR OUR YEARBOOK USING THE BALFOUR APP! 

If you've got great photos of school events, or you and your school friends just having fun, please share them                    
with us. The more photos you share, the better our yearbook will be for everyone!  

IT’S VERY EASY! 

● Download the Balfour Image Share app. Flyer HERE 
● Create an account and start sharing your pictures!  
● Project number:920467   Password: saints  
● Questions? Contact Adriana Gutierrez HERE. 

 

                           THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF STEPS FOR STUDENTS! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeqL90IqZrKQrsCLFjQfyQs0KhVDQR-DZLCjrN2v8l9H8iplQ/viewform
mailto:jchovanetz@stlaurence.org
http://www.balfour.com/
http://www.balfour.com/
https://stlaurenceschool.org/documents/2018/10/YearbookApp.pdf
mailto:agutierrez@stlaurence.org


 

 
 

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who participated in Steps for Students on Saturday, February 16th. It was a                  
great morning spent celebrating Catholic education with our fellow schools and students. St. Laurence had the               
most registrants with 599 participants so we had the honor of shooting off the confetti cannons!  
 
In addition, several of our students placed in the race.  Congratulations to the following top finishers:  

 

Reese Vannerson - 1st place overall ( Boys ) 
Morgan Leaman - 1st Place - Age 12-14 yr old (Girls) 
Jose Ochoa - 3rd place - 12-14 yr old (Boys) 
Ava Coady - 4th place 12-14 yr old (Girls) 
Sydney Messersmith - 5th place 12-14 yr old (Girls)  

 
● Steps for Students fundraising continues until Friday, February 22nd. You still have the opportunity to               

donate at steps4students.org to qualify for our incentives of “Saints socks”, a class pizza party, and                
Pajama Day at school!  If we reach our goal of $25,000 by Friday, the entire school gets a Pajama Day!!!  

● Students can wear their Steps for Students t-shirts to mass on Friday, March 1st.  
● Mrs. Tumbleson’s class is still in the lead for the class pizza party! 

 
 

STEPS FOR STUDENTS DONATIONS!  TOP 5 CLASSES! (REGISTRATION FEES ARE INCLUDED) AS OF 2-20-19 
 

Teacher Homeroom Money raised 

Ms. Tumbleson K2 $1,687.00  

Ms. Hovde 1B $1,436.00  

Mrs. Boudreaux 3C $1,082.67  

Ms. Gunter 8A $899.00  

Ms. Hickman 4B $863.67  

School Total     $19,844.00  

 

A BIG THANK YOU TO: 

 

❖ A big thank you to our Father/Daughter Dance Coordinators: Luciana Darcourt, Luana Pereira, and             
Christine Chiang and our amazing volunteers Stacey Adair, Rocio Allende, Michelle Barreto, Jasmin            
Bering, Marta Bermudez, Cynthia Bryant, Jennifer Evangelista, Lauren Drapp, Adaora Ifeanyi, Julie            
Johnson, Doris Mendiola, Cecile Nguyen, Gema Ospino, Deborah Rivera, Maria Saenz, Lory Santiago,             
Julie Steidley, Monica Ramirez, Kelly Otero, Christine Vo, MiHoa Vo, and Yanina Zambrano for an              
amazing Father/Daughter Dance! It was a beautiful night in NYC!! 

❖ Thank you to Stephanie Limbacher & Shannon Caldwell for all your efforts in Grace Before the Race and                  
the Knights of Columbus for our delicious dinner. 

❖ We would also like to thank all the volunteers that helped with the many events last weekend between                  
Grace Before the Race, Steps for Students, the Father-Daughter Dance, and Father Kilcawley’s             
Workshop. It truly took a village and the events were successful because of your help. Thank you!  



 

 
 

LOCKS OF LOVE 

 

 

We are very proud of one 
of our youngest Saints! 

She chose to donate the 
hair from her first haircut 

to Locks of Love! 
 

The mission of Locks of 
Love is to return a sense 
of self, confidence and 
normalcy to children 

suffering from hair loss by 
utilizing donated ponytails 

to provide the highest 
quality hair prosthetics to 
financially disadvantaged 
children free of charge. 

 

 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!  
We are currently taking online reservations for this year’s Auction and Gala! Use the link HERE to underwrite and                   
buy individual tickets. Please RSVP by April 8th to avoid the price increase. Formal invitations will be mailed                 
March 6th. 
  

AUCTION CATALOG ADVERTISING 
Don’t miss this chance to advertise to the community and support the largest fundraiser of the year. We have                   
advertising to fit all budgets! The popular pre-designed personal messages are back this year for just $25. Take                  
this opportunity to thank a teacher or put into print just how proud you are of your student. Click HERE for the                     
flyer. All ads must be turned in by March 8th to ensure inclusion in the catalog. Please direct questions to Kiki Le                     
at kikile@comcast.net or 281-705-9826. 
  

AUCTION ITEMS NEEDED - We are hard at work looking for the most desirable items out there and we would love                       
your help! If you have an item or service to donate, please fill out a donation form HERE! 100% family                   
participation is always the goal so please consider how you will help make this auction our best yet. Donations                  
should be submitted no later than March 29th to ensure inclusion and proper recognition in the catalog. 
  
CLASS PROJECTS – Please note that the deadline to turn in your class project idea is this Friday, February 22nd.                     
Please email your form to Joy Eckelkamp at jle824@yahoo.com 

https://one.bidpal.net/slcsauction2019/ticketing(details:ticketing-summary)
https://stlaurenceschool.org/documents/2019/2/2019%20Auction%20Advertising%20Contract.pdf
https://stlaurenceschool.org/documents/2019/2/2019%20Auction%20Advertising%20Contract.pdf
https://one.bidpal.net/slcsauction2019/donate-item
https://one.bidpal.net/slcsauction2019/donate-item


 

.  

 HERITAGE DAY IS MARCH 29TH 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!  

 
              We invite you to participate and REPRESENT YOUR HERITAGE!  

We need volunteers to help us make this day a great cultural learning 
experience for our students.  

Questions? Contact Adriana Gutierrez HERE. 
 

PLEASE HELP US BY ANSWERING OUR HERITAGE SURVEY HERE

 
 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR SLCS AUCTION 2019: CIRQUE DU SAINTS! 

JOIN OUR AUCTION COMMITTEE TEAM!  

 
We need help with Silent, Live, Big Board Auctions, decorations, volunteers

and FUN!  
 

To donate items, purchase tickets and/or preview the auction, 
please visit:  bidpal.net/slcsauction2019 

  
For further information or to volunteer 

please contact the Advancement Office HERE 
 

 

BASEBALL 

The Varsity baseball team bounced back from their opening loss and are now 2-1. The Saints defeated St.                 
Thomas More last Wednesday and beat St. John Paul II 10-8 on Monday. The next game is Wednesday,                  
February 20, at St. Cecilia at 4:00 PM at the Baseball USA fields. 
  
SOFTBALL 

The softball team had a productive scrimmage with St. Francis de Sales last week. The first GHCAA league                  
game is scheduled for Thursday, February 21st. The Saints will take on St. Cecilia at the Sugar Land Girls                  
Softball fields off Highway 90 at 4:30 PM. The girls will play away at St. John Paul II on Tuesday, February 26th. 
  
TRACK  
The first track meet of the season scheduled for Tuesday was cancelled due to weather. The first GHCAA meet                  
will be held as a time trial this Saturday at Barnett Stadium. Come out and support the Saints!                  

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR SPIRIT EVENTS! STAY TUNED FOR MORE LOCATIONS!  

❏ March 27: Willie's Ice House  (Sugar Land Location) 
❏ April 4: Chick-fil-A   (Sugar Land Location) 

mailto:agutierrez@stlaurence.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeqL90IqZrKQrsCLFjQfyQs0KhVDQR-DZLCjrN2v8l9H8iplQ/viewform
mailto:advancement@stlaurence.org


 
 

BOOSTER CLUB SPIRIT STORE!  Find the Booster Club forms HERE! 
 

SHARE YOUR NEWS!   

Stay connected and share your news and pictures. We always love to hear from you!  
Don’t forget to include your name and graduation year in your description. Please send 

them to Adriana Gutierrez HERE.  
 
  “ONCE A SAINT, ALWAYS A SAINT”  

WE ARE HAVING A PARISH MISSION THIS YEAR! 

A Light in the Darkness: Embracing our Baptismal Commitment. Featuring Fr. Joe Creedon.  
Mission talks given twice each day in the church, 9:30-10:30am and 7:00-8:00pm. 

 Stop by the Corpus Christi Room before and after each session for coffee and fellowship. 
 Click HERE for more information!  

 
- Do You Want To Continue Learning About Your Faith With Other Adults?  

Click HERE for the upcoming speakers in Adult Faith Formation. 
 

 VISIT OUR PARISH WEBSITE HERE   

 

JOIN THE CONVERSATION!  www.stlaurenceschool.org   I Facebook I Twitter I Instagram I LinkedIn 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://stlaurenceschool.org/booster-club
mailto:agutierrez@stlaurence.org
https://stlaurence.org/parish-mission
http://www.stlaurence.org/aff
http://www.stlaurence.org/aff
http://stlaurence.org/
http://www.stlaurenceschool.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stlaurencecs/
https://www.facebook.com/stlaurencecs/
https://twitter.com/StLaurenceCS
https://twitter.com/StLaurenceCS
https://www.instagram.com/stlaurenceschool/
https://www.instagram.com/stlaurenceschool/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/st--laurence-catholic-school
https://www.linkedin.com/company/st--laurence-catholic-school

