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SPOTLIGHT OF THE WEEK                                                                                                               12.4. 2019 
 

 

#SAINTSGIVE THANK YOU! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

We are blown away by the support for #SaintsGiveDay on Giving Tuesday.  
Thanks to you, we raised over $5,000 and reached 100% of our fundraising goal! That means that Mrs. Barto will 
be dressing like Santa!  Special congratulations to 1st grade who had the highest percent participation on Saints Give 

Day.  1st grade wins an ice cream sundae party!  
 

Thank you for showing your love for St. Laurence Catholic School and for participating as students, families, 
friends, and alumni of our school.  With the matching gift of $2,500 from Triple RPM, over $7,500 will benefit 
SLCS general operations to continue to make our school the best in our community.  We loved seeing how our 

#SaintsGive their time, talent, and treasure and we look forward to next year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WAY TO GO, SAINTS, AND THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

https://logins2.renweb.com/logins/ParentsWeb-Login.aspx
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=stlaurence.org_jofgl5e6gfv7bkvagar8tondds@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Chicago
http://stlaurenceschool.org/alumni-1
http://stlaurence.org/
http://stlaurenceschool.org/staff


 

12/4 Jean/Spirit Day-purple accessories for Advent (optional) 
Spirit Store Sales - All lunches 
SHS Meeting - 7:15am 
Saints Families -1:45pm 
EDGE  -7:00pm 

12/5 STUCO Meeting - 7:00am 
Poinsettias pick-up - 4:00-6:00pm - front of the school 

12/6 St. Nicholas' Feast Day and Visit by Santa for ECC! 
All School Mass led by 3C 
First Reconciliation Assessments - 11:00am- 12:30pm 

12/9 NJHS Officers Meeting -7:15am 
Advent Penance Service - Church  

12/10 Leos Meeting -7:15am 
Celebration of our Unique Gifts-SPICE Luncheon -11:00am -Ave Maria Center - only a few 
tickets remaining! 
5th Grade Christmas Concert -7:00pm  

12/11 Jean/Spirit Day-purple accessories for Advent (optional) 
EDGE 7:00 pm 

12/12 NEHS Meeting 
NJHS Meeting 
1st Grade Service Project  
Café Rustika Spirit Day - Benefiting SPICE  - 3227 Highway 6, Sugar Land, TX.  77478 

12/13 All School Mass/ Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration led by Spanish Classes/Clubs - 
8:15am  
EDGE Lock-In 

12/14 EDGE Lock-In 
12/17 7th and 8th Grade Exams 

PTO Board Event  
Finance Committee/School Board Meeting 7:00 pm 

12/18 7th and 8th-grade Exams 
Jean/Spirit Day-pink or purple accessories for Advent (optional) 
ECC Christmas Program - 8:30 a.m. PreK 9:15 a.m. Kindergarten 

12/19 7th and 8th Grade Exams 
PTO Prayer Group - 8:15 a.m. 
4th & 5th Grade Field Trip to Rice University 
Band Concert - 6:30pm  

12/20 End of 2nd Quarter 
All School Mass led by 2A 
Christmas caroling and parties 
Early Dismissal - 1:15 p.m. & 1:30 p.m. 

12/21-12/6 Christmas Break- No School 
12/7 Students Return 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, this is a long one but well worth it (in my opinion!) 
 
Welcome to the Advent Season! I pray that your Thanksgiving break was special as well as                
rejuvenating. Now, we are in the liturgical season of anticipation and waiting for the              
upcoming birth of Jesus. As I mentioned with Thanksgiving, it is so easy to immediately               
skip on to Christmas and overlook Advent, but you would be missing a wonderful              
opportunity to teach your child about patience and the importance of being prepared. That              
old saying that goes, “all good things come to those who wait” may not always ring true, but                  
there is a lot of value in not rushing to get to the end prize. We have such little patience                    
these days due to everything being at our fingertips. Can you imagine a time before               



 

microwaves and “googling” things? Some of us, who are older do, and even though we probably didn’t appreciate                  
having to look things up in an actual phone book or encyclopedia at the time, we didn’t know any different. It took                      
effort and made you prioritize whether it was worth your time! 
 
As educators, we can translate this to the huge difference we are seeing in students and the expectations of                  
teachers, even within the past 3 years! It’s a common topic now when talking to other schools, that overall, students                    
are much less motivated and just want to just check things off the list (like us adults as well). They are impatient                      
and want a good end-result but don’t want to wait or put in the effort necessary to get there. Grades seem to only                      
matter on test day or at the last minute when it counts towards getting into high school, etc. As parents, we try to                       
not emphasize grades to add to their anxiety, but they also are aware of our expectations beyond SLCS and our                   
plans for high school and college. Students don’t often just go to the local high school like we did growing up.                     
There is so much pressure and competition so early. It’s like applying for college! Teachers bemoan the lack of                  
effort and long for the days when students weren’t so stressed and actually enjoyed learning. They spend more                  
time answering emails regarding things that they have gone over in class or included in a prior communication. This                   
ultimately affects the amount of time they get to spend preparing for instruction or working with the students.  
 
During this time of Advent and in an effort to help us become more patient and less stressed, I would like to reiterate                       
what Fr. Drew asks of our community at the beginning of every school year. Please stop and think before you send                     
an email asking a teacher a question that your child can and should be able to answer. Please show your child that                      
you trust them to know things and support their efforts to listen and be in charge of their own learning. They are SO                       
capable and worry about pleasing you and/or the teacher. Teachers want to partner with you but they also need to                   
hear from your child if there is a question or concern, especially in middle school! We are preparing them for the                    
days when you can’t be there and “fix” things. If your child does forget something as hard as it is, try to make it a                         
learning opportunity! We know they will be sad and this makes it hard on you but how do we learn and grow if we                       
aren’t allowed to make mistakes? Resiliency is so important and a common concern nowadays. There is a lot of                  
research that ties anxiety to the inability to move on from a mistake or persevere. Children get stuck and worry                    
when facing a problem, which can cause them to shut down when things are tough or they don’t get immediate                   
rewards. Please join with us this Advent season in helping us empower our children to face challenges by letting                   
them learn from their mistakes and discussing how they can approach things better the next time. Talk them through                   
the problem instead of offering to contact the teacher or do it for them. Ask yourself, how much will this one activity                      
or grade truly affect them in the future and in the words of a famous Disney princess, “Let it go!” Sorry, I couldn’t                       
resist. 
 
God bless, 
 
Suzanne Barto 

 
 

          Teaching Social and Emotional Skills 
 

Social and emotional skills form the foundation of success in life. Why such a bold statement? Think about it—how                   
important is self-control, patience, perseverance, decision-making, and the ability to resolve conflicts peacefully?            
How crucial is the ability to manage anxiety, anger, discouragement, and other uncomfortable emotions? How              
essential are the skills required to make and keep friends? Is learning how to empathize important? 
  
All of us learn most of these very important skills through what we call the “Three Es” of Love and Logic—Example,                     
Experience, and Empathy.  
 
 CONTINUE READING  HERE! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.mynewsletterbuilder.com/email/newsletter/1414227076


 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR ART STUDENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are excited to announce that three St. Laurence students created the ornament for Texas House District 26 to                  
hang on the Christmas tree in the House Chamber at the Texas Capitol. The students in Ms. Livesay’s Art class that                     
painted the ornament are: Danica G., Michelle N., and Alexa M. Thank you to State Representative Rick Miller for                   
visiting our school to congratulate the young artists! 
Here is some information about the House Ornament Program: Each year, House Members are invited to select a                  
constituent to imagine and create a visual representation of what makes their Texas House District special. These                 
artistic endeavors- in the form of an ornament- will decorate a majestic 23-foot, Texas-grown Christmas tree that will                  
stand in the House Chamber of the Texas Capitol during the holiday season. 
 

Now in its ninth year, the district ornament project has proven to be a fun and educational experience for the                    
Capitol's thousands of holiday visitors, who enjoy seeing artists' depictions of what makes communities throughout               
Texas unique. This year, the tree will be on display from November 29th through January 2nd. 
 

Detailed photographs and ornament descriptions are compiled into an annual ornament album that can be viewed in                 
the House Chamber, while the tree is on display. 
 
SAINTS FAMILIES ADVENT LESSON 
Today, our Saints Family small groups (each family is made up of one student in each grade, from PK-8th) reflected                   
upon and discussed the scriptural origins of Mary’s role as Mother of the Messiah, and how she is an example to us                      
of patient, yet expectant and active waiting. They played an Advent Waiting Game and also prayed the Litany of the                    
Blessed Virgin Mary.  

SEMESTER EXAM SCHEDULE FOR GRADES 7 AND 8 (DECEMBER 17-19, 2019) 

7th Grade (one exam per day) 
Tuesday, December 17th Social Studies (J. Gunter) 
Wednesday, December 18 English (K. Lavery) 
Thursday, December 19th Math (C. Powell) 

*Testing begins at 8:10am and ends at 9:25am each day for 7th-grade students 
 
8th Grade (two exams per day) 

Tuesday, December 17th Social Studies (J. Gunter) and Science (S. Alexander) 
Wednesday, December 18th English (A. Klotz) and Math (E. Lagasca) 
Thursday, December 19th Religion (Sr. Joanna) and Literature (A. Klotz) 

*First test begins at 8:10 and ends at 9:25am daily for eighth-grade students.  
 The second test begins at 9:30 and ends at 10:45am daily. 

 

CALL FOR SLCS MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE FAIR JUDGES  

Happy Holidays from St. Laurence Catholic School! As we close out the fall semester and move into the spring                   
semester, 7th graders are busy working on their annual Science Fair projects. We are recruiting judges for our fair                   
on Thursday, January 9 and would like to invite engineers, geologists, health care experts, and community                
members with a background in science to consider serving on our judging panel. Parents and family members of                 
current 6th and 7th graders are not eligible to judge. Please contact Mrs. Alexander HERE if you are interested in                    
serving on our judging panel and are certified to volunteer. Thank you for your support of our Middle School Science                    
program. 
 

mailto:salexander@stlaurence.org


 

CALL FOR ARCHDIOCESAN MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE FAIR JUDGES  

The Archdiocesan middle school science fair is in need of judges! We are recruiting judges for the Archdiocesan                  
science fair on January 23 and would like to invite engineers, geologists, health care experts, and community                
members with a background in science to consider serving on the judging panel. Please contact Mrs. Alexander                
HERE if you are interested in serving as a judge for this wonderful event. 
 

CHEER CLINIC 
Your Saints Cheerleaders are working hard to prepare for the upcoming Cheer Clinic. Not only are they preparing                  
cheers chants and a dance routine but they are learning the value of being a good leader. These valuable skills will                     
help them prepare for high school and beyond. In their words "Leaders are responsible, kind, loyal and inspiring"                 
Thank you, girls, for working hard for your community! Click HERE for the Registration Form.  
 
JOIN US FOR OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE MASS 
St. Laurence Catholic School invites you to celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe               
at our School Mass on Friday, December 13th at 8:15am. Learn the story of the               
apparitions of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the miracles and the image she left us almost 500                
years ago, with the special sketch presented by the Spanish Culture Club. Enjoy the              
special traditional song “Las Mañanitas” and other special Songs to serenade Our Lady of              
Guadalupe by Mariachi Music. Everyone is welcome to attend Mass with us for this              
special celebration! 
 

POINSETTIAS PICK-UP  

Poinsettias have arrived and will be available for pick-up on Thursday, December 5th from 4:00-6:00pm. Drive up to                  
the front of the school and our student volunteers will load your poinsettias into your vehicle. Contact Marisa Vela in                    
Advancement with any questions at mvela@stlaurence.org.  Merry Christmas! 
 

SHOP WITH AMAZON AND SUPPORT ST. LAURENCE CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
Did you know that when you shop for the holidays HERE, AmazonSmile donates to St. Laurence Catholic                
School? 
 
ST. LAURENCE PARISH GREETERS - CHRISTMAS AND SOLEMNITY OF MARY MASSES 
The Christmas season is almost here.  Our parish will have many visitors and we want to give them a welcoming 
experience. We would love to see many of our families serving as greeters at the Christmas masses! Families are 
encouraged to do it together as a family. Sign up HERE! 
 

YEARBOOKS ON SALE NOW 
Order your 2019-2020 yearbook today.  Yearbooks will be delivered in late August of 2020. 

○ Go to Balfour.com 
○ Find St. Laurence Catholic School 
○ Purchase using a credit or debit card. 

 
SHARE YOUR PICTURES FOR OUR YEARBOOK USING THE BALFOUR APP 
Our photographers can’t be everywhere! If you've got great photos of school events, or you and your school friends 
just having fun, please share them with us. The more photos you share, the better our yearbook will be for 
everyone.  

IT’S VERY EASY 

● Download the Balfour Image Share app  
● Create an account and start sharing your pictures  
● Project number: 020467   Password: saints  
● Questions? Contact Adriana Gutierrez HERE. 

●  
 

 

 

 
 

mailto:salexander@stlaurence.org
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/14256/documents/2019/11/St.%20Laurence%20Cheer%20clinic%202020%20flyer.pdf
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=JY11A2HZ6P5O&K=2TI53T4B3M4VH&M=urn:rtn:msg:2019102914051764cbccd4fe644e12a8a25ae821d0p0na&R=3HFUA1MYLXKKL&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F76-0370748&H=ESEGXAO1FNSQCSOUJ3FLBIKTDRYA
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084da8aa2eaa8-stlaurence3
http://www.balfour.com/
http://www.balfour.com/
mailto:agutierrez@stlaurence.org


 

 A CELEBRATION OF OUR UNIQUE GIFTS LUNCHEON 

There is still an opportunity to purchase tickets to the “Celebration of Our Unique Gifts”               
luncheon, benefiting the SPICE Program on December 10th from 11:30am- 1:00pm at the Ave              
Maria Center. This year’s guest speaker, Dr. Chad Brandt, will discuss his professional             
experience treating anxiety in youth and will give attendees practical tips about how to help               
our students manage their stress and anxiety. All are welcome to attend this event! Don’t               
delay; purchase your tickets today!  Tickets and tables may be purchased online HERE 

SLCS UGLY CHRISTMAS SWEATER PARTY 
 

On Tacky! On Ruffled! On Loud and Gaudy! 
Come Sequined! Come Glittered! 

Come Ready to Party! 
Dress to impress in your Holiday Worst and join us for the 

SLCS Ugly Christmas Sweater Party! 
 

Benefiting the 2019 Gala 
Friday, December 13th, 2019 at 7pm 

The Sugar Refinery in Sugar Land Town Square 
  

Purchase your tickets here: HERE 

 IT’S TIME TO REGISTER FOR STEPS FOR STUDENTS  

Register NOW for Steps 4 Students HERE and make plans to join our SLCS              
team at the race on February 15th!  
 
Check out the flyer HERE for a full list of incentives for registration and              
fundraising. 
 

 
 

 

GIRLS BASKETBALL 
The Varsity team dropped a tough game at St. Thomas More on Tuesday. The C Team and JV both won at St.                     
Thomas More. The teams will have a busy weekend with all 3 teams competing in tournaments. The C Team will                    
play at the St. Vincent DePaul Invitational on Friday and Saturday. The JV and Varsity team will play in the Kinkaid                     
Classic on Friday and Saturday. 

- The Varsity will play St. Anne at home on Thursday, December 5th at 4:30pm. 
 
BOYS BASKETBALL 

The Varsity boys lost to a strong St. John Paul II team on Monday. The JV and C Teams both defeated St. John                      
Paul II. 

- The Varsity boys will play at the St. Francis Episcopal Tournament on Friday and Saturday, December 6th                
and 7th. 

- All 3 boys teams play at Regis Wednesday, December 4th; C Team 4:30pm,  JV 5:15pm, Varsity 6:15pm. 
 

CHEERLEADING 
The Saints Cheerleaders will be hosting a Cheer Clinic for the young cheerleaders in grades K-5 on Saturday,                  
January 11th. This is a fundraiser for the Cheer program and allows the girls to attend summer camp. 
See the flyer for additional information and to sign up for the Cheer Clinic  HERE. 
 
 

UPCOMING BOOSTER CLUB SPIRIT NIGHTS 

❏ December 12 - Café Rustika - Benefiting SPICE  - 3227 Highway 6, Sugar Land, TX.  77478 

https://stlaurencecatholicschool.factsmgtadmin.com/form/SuwmhuU
https://one.bidpal.net/slcsauction2019/browse/fixedPrice(details:item/173)
https://www.steps4students.org/
https://www.steps4students.org/
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/14256/documents/2019/10/SFS%20Halloween%202019.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/14256/documents/2019/11/St.%20Laurence%20Cheer%20clinic%202020%20flyer.pdf


 

❏ March 18th - Willie’s - Sugar Land location 

 

 
 

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS 

● BOOSTER CLUB SPIRIT STORE  Find the Booster Club forms HERE 
 

EDUCATION 
● SEL/SECOND STEP PROGRAM LINKS   

 
SUPPORT 

● BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION.  For information, read HERE or contact Sheri Cass HERE.   
VOLUNTEER 

● ECC CAMPUS LUNCH DUTY:  Sign up HERE - Coordinator: Priscilla Hill HERE 

● MAIN CAMPUS LUNCH DUTY:  Sign Up  HERE - Coordinator: Cynthia Bryant HERE  
 

ARE YOU AN ALUMNI?  

We would like to invite you to be included in our next edition of the Saints’ Scoop and upcoming newsletters.                   
We want to know what our Saints have been doing! Please share any information you might have on any alum                   
HERE. Please be sure to include the graduation year in your description. Please send your questions or                
pictures to Adriana Gutierrez at agutierrez@stlaurence.org.  
 

JOIN OUR ALUMNI FACEBOOK GROUP HERE 
 

 

Please consider contributing to the Ignite Campaign currently underway within our Archdiocese and parish. This              
fund supplies much-needed resources for: 
 

● St. Mary’s Seminary, which needs repairing and updating for our future priests 
● Financial Assistance for Catholic Schools in our Archdiocese 
● Parish and school facilities impacted by Hurricane Harvey 
● Many ministries and faith formation 
● 33% of all funds raised by our parish go back to the parish!  

St. Laurence Parish has a goal of almost $5 million and is asking for some type of                 
commitment from everyone. Your pledge can be stretched out over 4 years and any              
amount is welcome. Click here for more information HERE or contact Paige Van Wormer              
HERE.  

. 

  VISIT OUR PARISH WEBSITE HERE  
 

 

 

http://stlaurenceschool.org/booster-club
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1iDo5QlUIRmR73T9LP6iySBQe1Mj9brpP?usp=sharing
https://d2wldr9tsuuj1b.cloudfront.net/14256/documents/2019/9/Box%20Tops.pdf
mailto:Sheri.Cass@gmail.com
mailto:phill0414@gmail.com
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2906600/false#/invitation
mailto:cyncyn327@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1NKeLUNOlMLLpdhVshPDPl6EAjLIx7XhLWghIFt503mU/viewform?ts=580794af&edit_requested=true
https://www.facebook.com/groups/42344024420/
https://www.archgh.org/about/ignite-capital-campaign/
mailto:IGNITE@stlaurence.org
http://stlaurence.org/


 

STRAKE JESUIT OPEN HOUSE 

Strake Jesuit’s Open House is Thursday, December 5 at 7 p.m. Join us to see how we form young men into Men for                      
Others in the Catholic, Jesuit tradition! Visit www.strakejesuit.org/admissions to learn more or to RSVP. We hope to                 
see you December 5! 
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