
SPOTLIGHT OF THE WEEK 1.13.21
REGISTER NOW FOR STEPS FOR STUDENTS!

JOIN THE FUN AND SUPPORT

OUR SCHOOL

VIRTUALLY THIS YEAR!

The Steps for Students fundraiser has gone virtual so we’ve got to step up our game to meet our goals! Don’t wait
till it’s too late! Register early and enjoy all the benefits. Register HERE and choose St. Laurence as the school you
are supporting. Registration is discounted to only $15 per person for the first 1,000 people who register, so don’t
delay!

Join our FACEBOOK GROUP for more information.

IMPORTANT DATES
1/14 PTO Prayer Group - 8:30 a.m. - ZOOM
1/15 School Mass led by 4C, 5C, & 6C
1/16 Knights of Columbus Free Throw Competition - Outside courts
1/18 Holiday - MLK - NO SCHOOL
1/19 School Board Meeting to set Tuition and Budget for 2021-2022
1/20 Jeans/Spirit Shirt Day
1/21 Class Project Meeting for Auction - 8:30 a.m. - Zoom
1/22 School Mass led by 1C, 2C & 3C
1/25 Registration for 2021-2022 begins for current students! Ends February 1st
1/27 Jeans/Spirit Shirt Day

https://www.steps4students.org/Race/Register/?raceId=85757
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stepsforstudentssaints/


1/29 School Mass led by 7B & 8B
1/30 Virtual Open House for Prospective families - 3:00 p.m.

PTO Family Mass - 5:00 p.m. - Wear your uniform to Mass!  (don’t be late-parish cap of 450)
1/30-1/31 Plaid bag/2nd collection at all weekend Masses for Tuition Assistance

Dear Saints Families,

I want to start by thanking all of you that are reading this, since you are staying informed. Please note that the
weekly newsletter contains the most up to date information and is the first place you should go to find out what is
happening at the school. I urge you to check the important dates above each week to stay on top of things. Social
media platforms come second and are typically reminders. Not everyone is on social media, so our communication
does not begin there. Eblasts and alerts are for emergencies and urgent news that is time-sensitive. We try very
hard to limit those so that they stand out more.

I hope you will join us in praying for our nation right now and reassuring your children, if necessary that, just like we
are continuing to thrive during COVID-19, we will thrive as a country. Our children need to know that violence is not
the answer and how living as Christians, we should respond when we disagree or feel called to exercise our rights.
As parents, we need to model “loving our neighbor”, which is not easy right now when our country is so divided. We
can do better than what we witnessed at the Capitol, and if you need any resources or this topic comes up in your
home and you don’t know how to respond, please feel free to reach out. Here is a short article that may help with
any young ones who may be worried or anxious over recent events. Helping Kids Navigate Scary News Stories

Many of you have asked about our travel protocol and how long we are continuing the guidelines we established
over the holidays. At this time we are still in the red zone with the number of COVID cases in our area. The data
has not improved enough over a week or two to make any changes. If you are traveling and/OR putting yourselves
in situations in which there are crowds, with little ability to distance, then we ask that you please stay away for the 7
days recommended by the CDC and send us your negative test results from the 3rd-5th day of your return. We are
still keeping with the 14 day quarantine period for close contact (exposed to a positive person) and not following the
updated shortened period by the CDC. If you cannot isolate yourself from a confirmed positive person, then your
quarantine does not start until that person has fulfilled their protocol for someone that is confirmed positive. Also, if
you don’t want other families to worry, then please don’t post pictures on social media that will cause them stress.
We ask that everyone PLEASE follow the CDC guidelines when you are out in public (masks and 6 ft. distancing).
What you do outside of school affects all of us and comes back to all of us. We are one close-knit Saints community
(which is a beautiful thing), but individual decisions can put others at risk. Don’t let your choices cause unintended
risk to others. Until you have actually gone through the process of contact-tracing, the wide-spread connotations of
this may not fully resonate. Here is more information from the CDC and our Health Department that clarify travel
and what constitutes risk. These are in effect now, through the upcoming three day weekend, and over Spring
Break until further notice.

● Attending or Participating in Sporting events: Attending Sporting Events
● Domestic Travel During the COVID Pandemic Domestic Travel During the COVID-19 Pandemic
● Testing and International Travel Testing and International Air Travel
● After you Travel Internationally After You Travel Internationally

On the other hand, I cannot thank our parent community enough for the positive and supportive replies to our emails
asking students to quarantine, provide testing or go remote. I know these are frustrating times and it is hard on
everyone. We certainly don’t enjoy sending out that type of news. I shared with the staff earlier this week, that we
are like The Little Engine That Could; still chugging uphill since we started in August. The fact that we are this far
into the school year and are still going strong is a HUGE blessing, and we want to continue this journey as safely
and successfully as possible. Remember to keep it all in perspective, and if you have any questions or need further
clarification regarding our protocol, please email COVID-19@stlaurence.org.    Communication is key!

God bless,

Suzanne Barto, M.Ed.

https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/helping-kids-navigate-scary-news-stories
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/attending-sports.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-air-travel.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/after-travel-precautions.html
mailto:COVID-19@stlaurence.org


We are well into our second week back at school after the holidays and hope everyone is settling back into the daily
routine of getting back to school. As we look back at how the fall semester went, and making resolutions and plans
for a new year, we want to ask you to take this time and examine how your child and your family has grown in the
last 6 months. In a “normal” school year, we would take this time to discuss your child meeting academic milestones
and make sure your child is on track at this time.. However, as we all know, this is not a “normal” year. Academics
are extremely important, of course, but equally important is your child’s physical and social emotional growth.

As with all things, each child’s development in all areas may look different from that of their peers. Our challenge to
you, parents is to note- How has my child “grown” since being back at school? Is their independence increasing?
Are they speaking about their friendships at home? Are they contributing more to conversations in the house? Are
they more capable of doing things for themselves ( dressing, grooming, etc.) that they struggled with back in
August? Of course, there are many other ways your child may be showing growth that may not be mentioned here,
but deserves attention and praise for your child’s hard work. Maybe you are noticing that your child has not
progressed much in any particular area from the start of the school year. This is a great time to determine if
something is getting in your child’s way, whether that be anxiety, frustration, lack of understanding, etc. Parents have
the unique ability to see their child through all their interactions, and having conversations with your child can help
not only strengthen your relationship but encourage your child to use tools and knowledge they may not think of on
their own.

Once you have determined your child’s growth and progress, this is a great time to set goals as a family. What do
you want to see change for your child, or for your family, during the spring semester? Keep in mind goals should be
realistic and age-appropriate. Working towards positive change as a family unit encourages positive interactions
within the family, and gives you a chance to encourage your child and cheer them on as they grow throughout the
year.

Parents of middle school students can ask to see the personal mission statement your child is working on this week
which will also include a goal to help support that mission statement.

If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s development, please reach out to Mrs. Nickel or Mrs.
Schurman. We hope you have a wonderful week!

2021-2022  SCHOOL YEAR

Re-enrollment for next school year will begin for current students and their siblings January 25th. You will receive
the packet by email with instructions to complete around noon if your accounts are up to date.  Please note you will
be asked to upload your child’s current immunization records prior to being able to submit and pay the $300
re-enrollment fee.

CLASS PROJECT MEETING- JANUARY 21ST

Attention Class Project Coordinators and Room Parents! Interested in getting involved to help with your child’s
Class Project for the Auction?  Join us for a brief Zoom meeting on Thursday, January 21st at 8:30 AM to discuss
this year’s Class Projects.  Pre-K through 2nd grades will be creating class art projects and 3rd-8th grade will be
creating themed baskets for the Auction.  We need parent volunteers to coordinate these awesome class projects
each year so email Marisa Vela at mvela@stlaurence.org to join our meeting!

ORDER YOUR YEARBOOK NOW

Order your 2020-2021 yearbook today.  Yearbooks will be delivered in late August of 2021.
○ Go to Balfour.com
○ Find St. Laurence Catholic School
○ Purchase using a credit or debit card.

mailto:mvela@stlaurence.org
http://www.balfour.com


TUITION ASSISTANCE FOR 2021-2022
The process to apply for Tuition Assistance for the 2021-2022 school year has begun. Completing the FACTS online
application will qualify eligible families to be considered for assistance from the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston
and from St. Laurence Catholic School. The deadline to be considered for Archdiocesan assistance is February 19,
2021.  Click HERE for more information.

SUPPORT SLCS WHILE YOU SHOP

You can make an impact while you shop! Simply shop HERE and AmazonSmile will donate to St. Laurence Catholic
School, at no cost to you. Thank you for your support!

JANUARY PHOTO CONTEST
SHARE YOUR SLCS MOMENTS

Please join the fun! Add all your SLCS photos for January. Any theme. You could see
your pictures in our yearbook, publications, and they will be part of SLCS memories.

In addition, the top 10 pictures will be entered in a drawing for some fun prizes if you
post a photo with any of the following themes:

○ New Year Photos
○ Reading and Reading Buddies
○ Birthday Parades
○ Yard sign Pictures
○ Catholic Identity
○ Learning (School and Remote)

Link to the January album HERE
*The album will be removed on February 1st

HELLO, SAINT LAURENCE PARENT-TEACHER COMMUNITY, AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

We are looking forward to a wonderful 2021 year! We would like to thank everyone for all their support. You all have
given your time, talent, and treasure. It is your spirit of love, compassion, and generosity that makes St. Laurence a
second home and family for all who are involved. If you would like to become more involved, have questions or
recommendations feel free to reach out to Mary Phillippi at mphillippi@stlaurenceschool.org, or Jenn Reyes at
eareyes@yahoo.com.

PTO PRAYER GROUP

Our next PTO Prayer Group Meeting will be tomorrow, Thursday, January 14th, at 8:30 a.m. via Zoom. Look for the
Zoom link in the grade level Facebook pages (you can also use the same link as last month).

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

SAINTS

BIRTHDAY CLUB

MEMBERS!

https://www.stlaurenceschool.org/tuition-assistance
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/76-0370748
https://photos.app.goo.gl/A2ZFWooubAPtHYwu5
mailto:mphillippi@stlaurenceschool.org
mailto:eareyes@yahoo.com


VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE
FOR PROSPECTIVE FAMILIES

Invite prospective families
to learn more about SLCS

and receive the gift of Catholic education!

SATURDAY,
JANUARY 30, 2021

3:00 p.m.

RSVP HERE!

Limited spaces available for campus tours
SELECT TUESDAYS IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY

REQUEST FOR A TOUR HERE

IT’S A JUNGLE OUT THERE ANNUAL AUCTION

We will be sending out a zoom invite very soon for you to join our first Gala meeting! If you are interested in
getting involved or learning more about this year’s auction, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Kelly HERE for
more info. In the meantime, feel free to check out our gala website where you can donate auction items, purchase
tickets, sponsorships and tables.

Please let us know if you know of any fun and exciting items to be donated – like getaways, sports packages,
staycations, shopping experiences, jewelry, etc. Thank you all for the continued support!

VOLLEYBALL SKILLS, DRILLS, AND SCRIMMAGE CLINICS

A Volleyball Skills and Drills Clinic will be offered for all 5th-8th grade girls interested in improving volleyball skills
and learning position play. The clinics will be run by our new Varsity Head Coach Marty Brinkman, assisted by other
coaches including Coach Lardizabal and Coach Morehead.

The clinics will begin the week of January 25th through March 12th. Days and times will vary based on coach and
gym availability. Depending on numbers the groups may be divided and come to different sessions. The fee for the
clinic will be $100.00. This fee will be billed to FACTS the first week of February. First session will be Monday,
January 25th, time is TBA.

https://forms.gle/6tSJPr4rqPry6LYN9
https://stlaurenceschool.org/open-house
mailto:kgoff@stlaurence.org


All players and coaches will follow COVID-19 protocols. These can be modified at any time. Please read protocols
here before you register HERE. Please click on the link below and complete the Google form HERE to register for
the clinic. More details will be sent to those who register.

PLACE YOUR SPIRIT STORE ORDER AND JOIN BOOSTER CLUB
● Merchandise Google Form HERE
● Membership/Gym Signs Google Form HERE

ORDERING LUNCHES
Please remember that you must order your child’s lunch from Sami’s Catering by Friday for the following week.
Please make sure that your child has sufficient funds in his/her account in order to avoid any disruption to their lunch
service. Take note that if you order, you will be charged, whether your child changes his/her mind. If your child is out
sick, please email the cafeteria email address, cafeteria@stlaurence.org , by 7:00 AM that morning so Sami’s will
know not to make your child’s lunch and to avoid a charge to your account.  Here are the links to order lunch:

● JANUARY 19 -  JANUARY 22

● JANUARY 25 - JANUARY 29

● Deposit funds Payforit: https://www.payforit.net/Login.aspx.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT!

Congratulations to Alex Garcia’16! He was accepted to attend Oxford University
in London next Fall! Currently, Alex is serving as a Satellite classroom proctor
here at SLCS! Congratulations, Alex! We are very proud of you!
#OnceASaintAlwaysASaint

ALUMNI

We would like to invite you to be included in our next edition of the Saints’ Scoop
and upcoming newsletters. We want to know what our Saints have been doing!
Please share any information you might have on any alum HERE. Please be sure
to include the graduation year in your description. Please send your questions or
pictures to Adriana Gutierrez at agutierrez@stlaurence.org.

JOIN OUR ALUMNI FACEBOOK GROUP HERE

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JdmtJhe3WTXgjVqrLl0ULi77sy6qzskbv_ERTdZjrqM/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/oik5YT9JLzSHAudz6
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/14256/documents/2020/10/Fall%202020%20Booster%20Order%20Form.pdf
https://forms.gle/oBn2g7FXXHMABL737?fbclid=IwAR3FBrGXpOKCGvwLwMYYLH2FDjk-vab4rBYhoat93NPNc4XcXrq4Fqrepsk
https://forms.gle/aRFV3ZHQju7kZ6NE9
https://forms.gle/RN6gr7k5fadFmrNR8
https://www.payforit.net/Login.aspx
https://forms.gle/ER7nWx8zAVNUf2Zy7
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1NKeLUNOlMLLpdhVshPDPl6EAjLIx7XhLWghIFt503mU/viewform?ts=580794af&edit_requested=true
mailto:agutierrez@stlaurence.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/42344024420/


ST. THOMAS HIGH SCHOOL

The Admissions Office is available to help you navigate the journey to becoming a St. Thomas High School
Eagle. Our knowledgeable staff is happy to answer any questions you may have about the admissions
process. To learn more about St. Thomas High School and the admissions process, please contact the
Admissions Office at 713-864-6348 ext. 175 or at Admissions@sths.org.

CRISTO REY HIGH SCHOOL

There's still time to BECOME A LION! The priority deadline is January 15, 2021. It's not too late to become a
member of a unique educational community that supports rigorous academics, a unique work-study program,
sports, all faiths, prom/field day, and much more! Please submit your Online Application & email the documents
to Admissions@CristoReyJesuit.Org.

LIVE AND IN-PERSON

Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers comes to St. Laurence Jan 22-23, to give four talks
inspired by our parish theme of Restoration. Friday night (7-9pm) focuses on
restoring the family and Saturday (9:30-11:30am) is on restoring ourselves. $15 to
attend one or all talks in the church. Capacity is limited to 450 people, so register
now.

VISIT OUR PARISH WEBSITE HERE

www.stlaurenceschool.org I Facebook I Twitter I Instagram I LinkedIn

https://44hmv1lj.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.deaconharold.com%2F/1/01000176fcbec20e-64412145-8b14-46c3-a56c-a7a5bfc50afc-000000/podjGQwGG_k-lqAEaXFgXRlR_hM=196
https://44hmv1lj.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.stlaurence.org%2Fdeaconharold/1/01000176fcbec20e-64412145-8b14-46c3-a56c-a7a5bfc50afc-000000/F0dqSC1lCcmIRm5Jx8fClpGcTUE=196
https://44hmv1lj.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fstlaurence.weshareonline.org%2FRESTOREDDeaconHaroldBurkeSievers/1/01000176fcbec20e-64412145-8b14-46c3-a56c-a7a5bfc50afc-000000/OWl66kFzeDiDlLx9gJBm8lQb6WY=196
https://44hmv1lj.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fstlaurence.weshareonline.org%2FRESTOREDDeaconHaroldBurkeSievers/1/01000176fcbec20e-64412145-8b14-46c3-a56c-a7a5bfc50afc-000000/OWl66kFzeDiDlLx9gJBm8lQb6WY=196
http://stlaurence.org/
http://www.stlaurenceschool.org
https://www.facebook.com/stlaurencecs/
https://twitter.com/StLaurenceCS
https://www.instagram.com/stlaurenceschool/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/st--laurence-catholic-school

