
SPOTLIGHT OF THE WEEK 10.26.22
STEPS FOR STUDENTS!

REGISTER NOW!

REGISTER ONLINE by October 30th

and your students can wear a Halloween t-shirt (with uniform bottoms) to school on Monday, October 31st!
No costumes or scary themes, please!

Register and fundraise to support the largest PTO fundraiser of the year!

Join SLCS and Catholic schools from across the Archdiocese at this annual 5K run/walk downtown near the
Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart.  Steps for Students is Saturday, February 11th with a sunrise Mass at the
Co-Cathedral at 7 AM and the 5K race starting at 8:30 AM.  Families can register for the Timed 5K race, the

Untimed 5K, the Family Fun Run/Walk, or can decide to “Hit the Snooze” and support from home.

IMPORTANT DATES
10/24-10/28 Book Fair at SLCS Library M-Th:  8:30 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. Friday:  8:15 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Red Ribbon Week
10/26 Report Cards Go Out

Trinity Talk for Middle School  - 7th/8th Grade - 8:15-8:45 a.m. -  5th/ 6th Grade - 9:00-9:30 a.m.

https://www.steps4students.org/slcs23


Red Ribbon Week - We have the power to love! -Wear your favorite superhero shirt!
10/28 Fall Conference Day-NO SCHOOL- SEE DETAILS BELOW!

Book Fair in the Library - 8:15 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
10/29-10/30 Ministry Highlight - Visit SLCS at the Hospitality desk after all Masses

10/30 Poinsettia Sales Due
Register for Steps for Students so you can wear a Halloween shirt tomorrow!

10/31 Design the 2022 Official Christmas card Contest due!
ECC Carnival
Wear Halloween shirts with uniform bottoms if you registered for Steps for Students

11/1 All Saints Mass - 3rd -8th Grade Attending - Wear official uniform!
Leos Officers Meeting

11/2 All Souls Day
Lazy Dog Stafford Spirit Day - Don't forget to mention SLCS!

11/4 Mass led by 5B - 5th Grade Saints Representation
Parish Family Night
MS School Dance - 7th and 8th Grade

11/5 New Eucharistic Minister Training
11/6 Daylight Savings Ends
11/7 Adoration for Vocations Holy Hour with Fr. Richard McNeillie - 7:00 p.m. - Chappel
11/8 Leos Meeting - 7:15 a.m.

PTO Meeting - 8:15 a.m.  - Ave Maria Center
11/14 Fall Athletic Banquet - 6:30-8:30 p.m. - Gym

FIND OUR COMPLETE CALENDAR ON FACTS

Dear Saints Families,

As we approach Halloween next Monday, I thought I’d share a little information on this holiday that many may feel is
contrary to our Catholic beliefs. We all know that children enjoy dressing up, staying out until dark and who wouldn’t
like getting tons of candy? As parents, we might feel a little conflicted, possibly worrying about the more sinister
connotations of this holiday, along with our worries of tainted candy, etc. As I was reflecting on this, I found a couple
of articles that might be helpful to you regarding the origins of Halloween and how to celebrate it in a very Catholic
way. You might be surprised to hear that All Hallows Eve (Halloween) was not about evil things like witchcraft or
demons, but was simply a precursor to celebrating the saints and honoring those that had passed away. It evolved
into a more secular holiday over time with people dressing up, watching scary movies and passing out candy. All
Saints Day, November 1st, as Father Drew reminds us each year, is not about the canonized Saints we study in
religion, but about the many unnamed saints that will never have a Feast Day or be featured in a procession by our
5th graders at Mass. Here are a couple of articles that explain it better if you are interested in how to approach the
idea of Halloween with your children.

❖ The Catholic roots of Halloween, the Vigil of All Saints' Day - Vatican News
❖ Can Catholics Celebrate Halloween?
❖ What Does the Bible Say about Halloween?

Along this same topic, we asked our 7th grade Theater Arts class to come up with a little public service
announcement about being careful if you do not know the source of candy or how sharing food is not a good idea.
Watch it HERE! Thank you to the students and Ms. Bonno for raising our awareness and providing this important
message to our students.

Thank you as well to the 5th-8th grade parents who were able to join us this morning for our Quarter 2 Trinity Talks.
It is always nice to visit and I hope we were able to answer some questions and share good information with you.
PreK-4th grade parents will have a turn on Wednesday, November 9th.

Next week, you may see some visitors walking around on campus Wednesday through Friday. We are hosting a
Visiting Team from around the Archdiocese and Austin as part of our re-Accreditation by TCCB ED as a Cathoic
school. Please pray that all goes well and be sure to give them a great Saints welcome if you happen to run into

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2019-10/the-catholic-roots-of-halloween-the-vigil-of-all-saints-day.html
https://cultivatingcatholics.com/can-catholics-celebrate-halloween/
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-does-the-bible-say-about-halloween.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14DfH4o9p0kx5hiqBM8l4IYqcKYGwqiDd/view?usp=sharing


them.
God bless and have a great week,

Suzanne Barto M.Ed.
Principal

One of the themes this month for Friendzy is that we are called to encourage and build one another up (1
Thessalonians 5:11). In our lessons, we have discussed the importance of cheering each other on, even when
mistakes are made. In line with this theme of encouragement, we are including a two-part series for parents on the
value of encouragement.  Continue reading HERE!

BRAIN-BASED PARENTING TOOLS  WITH DR. CRYSTAL COLLIER
St. Laurence Catholic School will be hosting a special guest speaker for parents
on 11/9, beginning at 6:00pm, in the Dining Hall.

Dr. Crystal Collier will be presenting information about Brain-Based Parenting
Tools that are designed to inform and empower parents.

Click HERE for the flier and more information!

MARK HAMM, PRESIDENT

Hello St. Laurence Friends and Family. My name is Mark Hamm and I am blessed
to serve as President of the Advisory School Council. It has been my distinct
honor and pleasure to have partnered with so many dedicated volunteers and
professionals in the education of our children.

My wife, Maria and our 3 children relocated to Houston in 2013 from upstate New
York. Our oldest son Christian, attends Texas Tech University, Mark graduated
from Ridge Point High School, and our daughter, Alexandra is in 4th grade here at
SLCS. We found our way back “home” to St. Laurence through our daughter and
feel very blessed to be part of such a caring community. Alex started Kindergarten
here at SLCS and I found myself quickly called to serve.

I am a Director of Safety and Security locally and have a background in finance.
While I attended college in New York, furthered my education in Indiana and lived
in many cities across the states, I found my home here in Houston and at SLCS.

My career and service in the US Army allowed me to live in many places over the years. I worked in government at
the CIA which allowed me to experience much travel over the years, I am very content to be settled in Texas. Not
only were we drawn to SLCS for Alex’s education, St. Laurence was also my wife’s parish in the early 1990’s when
she attended U of H. We are so blessed to be here as we could have never known how much support we would
need this past year when Maria was diagnosed with stage 3 breast cancer. The prayers and community support
have meant everything and we are truly grateful.

SLCS reminds me so much of where I received my undergraduate degree. A small Catholic college called Siena in
Latham, NY. There are many similar characteristics of Siena and SLCS. Most especially, a faith based education
surrounded by a greater community filled with purpose, faith, and a genuine caring respect for others. I encourage
you to get involved as much as possible at SLCS. If you get the call to serve, be sure to act on it! God Bless you
and your families.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WXpJRS0uhUb19eJD-0iOR7vgQHJmNxDDO5ekiP9IjFc/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19Epgagge16wZ_PSdoy03E17ECCCCUR-Q/view?usp=sharing


FALL CONFERENCE DAY IS THIS FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28TH. NO SCHOOL THIS DAY.

ECC AND ELEMENTARY

ECC and Elementary parents were able to sign up for a conference time online through Sign-Up Genius. If you
have not done so, please refer to the Sign-up Genius link sent by your child’s teacher. These conferences are
held in the child’s classroom and last for 15 minutes. Students in PreK-2nd Grade are not encouraged to attend.
Students in 3rd Grade and above should attend with at least one parent. The conference will be teacher-led. We
look forward to seeing you, and thank you for supporting your child in the trinity of parent, child, and educator.

MIDDLE SCHOOL (GRADES 5TH-8TH)

Middle School conferences will be held in the Gym with core course teachers from 7:30-11:30 a.m. and
12:30-3:45pm. Teachers will have lunch from 11:30am -12:30 p.m. and conferences will not be held at that time.
There is no need to sign up for a conference time. Simply come to the gym at a time that is convenient for you.
There will be chairs for sitting while waiting to meet with the teacher/s of your choice.

Parents and students must meet with at least one teacher but may meet with as many teachers as you would like.
You are encouraged to specifically meet with teachers of subjects in which the student may be having difficulty. If
your child is doing well, there is no need to meet with all the teachers. Some teachers work with 150 students and
feel a greater need to meet with the parents of students who are struggling so that suggestions can be made for
improvement. If your child is struggling or has specific needs and requires more time than ten minutes, we
recommend that you set an individual appointment with the teacher/s for a later date. We appreciate your
consideration in this matter.
Auxiliary and Elective course teachers will be meeting in their classrooms and/or offices, not in the Gym (i.e.
Health, PE, Art, Choir, Spanish, Band, Enrichment). Mrs. McNeil, the Band Director, will be available from 10:45
a.m. until 1:45 p.m. Awards such as Honor Roll, Samaritan Award and/or Good Behavior Award certificates will go
home with the students in the red folders and will not be given out on Conference Day.

WHILE YOU ARE HERE…BE SURE TO TAKE CARE OF EVERYTHING AT ONCE

On Conference Day, you can take care of the following all at once! Don’t miss out on…

● Steps for Students - Registration in the Computer Lab. The deadline is October 30th for students to have
the opportunity to wear a Halloween themed t-shirt on Monday, October 31st. Only students who have
registered for Steps for Students can wear a Halloween t-shirt (with uniform bottoms) to school on October
31st.

● Poinsettia Sale, benefitting the SPICE Program, to jumpstart Christmas. Only $15 each for red
poinsettias.  Or, order online ahead of time HERE.

● Book Fair in the SLCS Library (8:15 a.m.-2:30 p.m.)! Get those Christmas presents early and encourage a
love of reading.

SAVE YOUR OLD SHOES!
The Spanish Honor Society will be doing a shoe drive for gently used shoes for Shoes For Souls. Please hold on to
your gently used shoes that you wish to donate until the first week of November.  Muchas gracias, we are grateful
for your support!

https://stlaurencecatholicschool.factsmgtadmin.com/form/kFdFE4W38?i=&authToken=__token__


DESIGN OUR OFFICIAL CHRISTMAS CARD CONTEST!
Calling all Saints! Help us design the 2022 Official Christmas card that will be
mailed to our Saints families and friends! Get creative, design the card using our
Christmas theme, and submit your entry via email by October 31. This year’s
Christmas card theme is

Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King

The winning design will receive a $25 Chick-fil-A gift card!
Email your entries to Adriana Gutierrez HERE.

AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT STARTS NEXT WEEK! REGISTER NOW!

Our next After School Enrichment session runs from October 31- December 15. See your course flier HERE for
details & course descriptions. All payments should be made payable to SLCS and returned to the front office.
Classes fill quickly…first come, first served!

BOOK FAIR THIS WEEK!
The Book Fair has officially started and the students are finding
great books to add to their wish list or take home. Some of our
students have come in with their class to preview the fair, while
others are purchasing the great selection of books. We are
encouraging parents to stop by on Friday before or after teacher
conferences. It's a great opportunity to fulfill your child’s or teachers’
wish list.  Thank you for supporting our library.

POINSETTIAS - LAST DAY TO ORDER IS OCTOBER 30TH!
Submit your poinsettia orders by Sunday, October 30th!  Red poinsettias are available to purchase for just $15 each
with proceeds benefiting the SPICE Program for students with special learning needs.  Order online and pick up
curbside during the first week of December. See flyer HERE! PURCHASE POINSETTIAS ONLINE HERE.

SHARE GOD’S BOUNTY- DONATE FOOD STARTING OCTOBER 27TH!

SLCS is proud to partner with the Parish for the annual Share God’s Bounty Thanksgiving food drive! The entire
school contributes pantry items and 8th grade leads the service project. Collection begins this week, so please bring
your food items and drop in the bins at school by November 18th. See flyer HERE!

Each grade level is asked to donate the following pantry items:
● Pre-K & Kinder - 2 boxes of cereal per student
● 1st grade - 2 boxes of granola/cereal bars per student
● 2nd grade - 2 boxes of granola/cereal bars per student
● 3rd grade - 2 cans of canned pasta per student
● 4th grade - 1 peanut butter & 1 jelly (plastic jars only)
● 5th grade - 2 cans of soup per student
● 6th grade - 2 cans of soup per student
● 7th grade - 2 cans of canned pasta per student
● 8th grade - 2 cans of canned pasta per student
● Staff – 2 small jars of peanut butter per staff member

GOLF TOURNAMENT FOR TUITION ASSISTANCE

A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who came out to support the Tuition
Assistance Golf Tournament on Monday! We are thrilled to announce that we have
raised over $50,000 and we are still counting! Thank you to all of the volunteers
and players who made it a wonderful day. Thank you to our sponsors HERE and
to our winners:

mailto:agutierrez@stlaurence.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/132zHvYlIi6Uco_WXIUzls2viMSQRHfbe2oZpAounuAA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1REifm83dNDwJfOIr8d5s-KnImbQ6cOWh/view?usp=sharing
https://stlaurencecatholicschool.factsmgtadmin.com/form/kFdFE4W38?i=&authToken=__token__
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10k1DMUp4yMBcNRsNVMExSj27dWXO0oi1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Mq4gg4K4SYEz9mUKK4N93TWDlj3PHBSE/view?usp=sharing


1st place
Jeff Dye
Will Leaman
George Millas
Jason Wade

2nd place
Sean Cain
Kevin Frame
Derek Goff
Cody Radley

3rd Place
Bryan Pittman
Matt Turk
Matt Wagner
Russ Ware

Closest to the Pin
Brad Shaffer

Longest Drive
Robert Murphy

Highest Score/Most
Honest
Eddie Miranda
Raul Ramon
Victor Sanchez
Julian Vela

SHARE YOUR SLCS MOMENTS

Please join the fun! Add all your SLCS photos for October! Any theme! You could see
your pictures in our yearbook and publications! They will be part of SLCS memories.
Link to the October Album HERE..

*The album will be removed on November 1st!

NOMINATE A DESERVING STUDENT!
Do you have or know a student that is deserving of a shout-out? We will highlight a student weekly to
recognize their spirit of service, accomplishments, hard work, and dedication! Nominate a student for
consideration HERE!

JOIN OUR PTO PRAYER GROUP!

Please join our PTO Prayer Group each Thursday morning at 8:00 a.m. around the St. Laurence
statue (in front of the school entrance) to pray a Rosary for needs and community! Just drop off
those kids, park, and PRAY.

Also, join them on the 3rd THURSDAY of each month at the Ave Maria Center in the St. Joseph
room at 8:15 a.m (instead of the front of the school) as they pray from a scripture book and then
pray a Rosary. PTO Prayer Group meeting dates at the AMC are 11/17, 12/15, 1/19, 2/16, 3/9,
4/20, and 5/18. Any questions? Call or text Tammy Luster, PTO Prayer Liaison, at 713-254-7040.

Do you have a special prayer request? Need prayers? Send your request HERE.

https://photos.app.goo.gl/SAwU4wtZWQ69RMGi9
mailto:agutierrez@stlaurence.org
mailto:Prayers@stlaurenceschool.org


SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS ABOUT ST. LAURENCE CATHOLIC SCHOOL!

OPEN HOUSE FOR PROSPECTIVE FAMILIES

RSVP HERE!

VOLLEYBALL
The Saints defeated Christ the Redeemer in the first round of the GHCAA playoffs on Monday. The Saints had
strong serving and great team play to cruise to victory.

- Good luck today to the Saints Volleyball team in the GHCAA semifinal at St. Cecilia at 5:00 p.m.! The winner
today advances to the GHCAA Championship on Saturday!

FOOTBALL
Football is playing their final game tomorrow vs St. Cecilia at 4:30 p.m. at our soccer football field on Austin
Parkway! Hope to see you there!

CALLING ALL FALL ATHLETES!
The very first Fall Athletic Banquet is on Monday, November 14th from 6:30-8PM in the school gym. Come dressed
in your Sunday best and bring your parents to celebrate a fantastic Fall Sports season. Each sport will hand out
awards, 8th graders will be honored and dinner will be served. Take this moment to enjoy time with your teammates
and coaches. An RSVP link will be emailed to all athletic families, so be sure to put this on your family calendars!
See you there!

NEW!!! LAZY DOG SPIRIT DAY
We are excited to announce that the next Spirit Night is at the Lazy Dog in
Stafford on Wednesday, November 2nd. Pickup something to go or stay and
enjoy the fun atmosphere at the Lazy Dog. HERE is a link to their menu and they

https://sla-tx.client.renweb.com/oa/inquiry.cfm?memberid=2470&iframe=1&topnav=0&headerimg=0
https://www.lazydogrestaurants.com/locations/stafford-tx


have so much to choose from. Tell them you are a St. Laurence Saint and The Lazy Dog will donate 15% of SLCS
proceeds back to our school. Look for the flyer on our classroom FB pages next week. Cannot wait to see y'all
there!

STADIUM SEAT
Basketball Season is almost here and a stadium seat is a MUST for gym bleachers. Be comfy while cheering on
your SAINTS! They are so easy to order...Click HERE for our SAINTS on-line store.

ADORATION FOR VOCATIONS

ALL are invited to join in praying before the Blessed Sacrament for
an increase in vocations to the priesthood and religious life and for
the protection of all our priests. Join us every 1st Monday of the
month from 7-8 pm with Fr. Richard McNeillie, Vocation Director for
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston at the St. Laurence Chapel of
Divine Mercy . We hope to see you on November 7th! See flyer
HERE!

VISIT OUR PARISH WEBSITE HERE

Enjoy this video of the boys
at St. Thomas High School visit at. Thomas:

https://vimeo.com/763534019!

Click HERE for upcoming events!
.

www.stlaurenceschool.org

I Facebook I Twitter I Instagram I LinkedIn

https://one.bidpal.net/booster22/welcome
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16K97ah0nIeuCv5GcO5nWVFu3eI8bR406/view?usp=sharing
http://stlaurence.org/
https://vimeo.com/763534019
https://mailchi.mp/sths/the-eagle-flyer-august-698736
http://www.stlaurenceschool.org
https://www.facebook.com/stlaurencecs/
https://twitter.com/StLaurenceCS
https://www.instagram.com/stlaurenceschool/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/st--laurence-catholic-school

