
SPOTLIGHT OF THE WEEK 11.30.22

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE MASS AND CELEBRATION

St. Laurence Catholic School invites you to celebrate the

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
at our School Mass on Friday, December 9th at 8:15 a.m.

Learn the story of the apparitions of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the miracles and the image that Mary left us with
almost 500 years ago.  Enjoy the traditional song “Las Mañanitas” and other special songs to serenade

Our Lady of Guadalupe by Mariachi music.

Everyone is invited to wear traditional Mexican-type clothes
in honor of Our Blessed Mother!

IMPORTANT DATES
11/30 Jeans/Spirit Day -  Jeans or uniform bottoms with spirit shirt - Purple accessories for Advent

8th Grade Reconciliation - 8:30-11:00 a.m.
12/1 STUCO Meeting

New Student Screening-ECC



2nd Grade Field Trip - HMNS
12/2 Mass led by 7B - 8:15 a.m.

Last day to get your SPICE Luncheon tickets!
12/6 St. Nicholas Visit

Leos Officers Meeting - 7:15 a.m.
4th Grade Christmas Concert - 6:30 p.m.  - Gym
5th Grade Christmas Play - 7:30 p.m. - Gym

12/7 Jeans/Spirit Day -  Jeans or uniform bottoms with spirit shirt - Purple accessories for Advent
Booster Spirit Day-Chicken Salad Chick Orders due by 10:00 a.m. Order HERE
6th Grade Reconciliation

12/8 Immaculate Conception Mass - 8:15 a.m. - 3rd-8th Grade only - Official uniform for those attending
NJHS Meeting - 7:15 a.m.
SLCS Cheer Clinic Registration due
Chicken Salad Chick Spirit Day - 3:45-4:00 p.m. pick up - Ave Maria Center parking lot
Band Concert - 6:00 p.m. in the gym

12/9 Our Lady Of Guadalupe Mass led by Spanish Dept. - 8:15 a.m.
12/12 Celebration of Unique Gifts-SPICE Luncheon - 11:30 a.m. - Ave Maria Center

12/13-12/16 7th/8th Grade Midterms
12/13 Leos Meeting - 7:15 a.m.

PTO Meeting - 8:15 a.m. - Ave Maria Center
School Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

12/14 Jeans/Spirit Day -  Jeans or uniform bottoms with spirit shirt - Purple accessories for Advent
ECC Christmas Program - Parish Hall

12/15 Saints Family Activity 1:45 p.m.
Spanish Honor Society Meeting - 7:00 p.m.
PTO Prayer Group - 8:15 a.m. - Ave Maria Center

12/16 All School Mass led by 3C
Christmas Caroling and Parties
FREE Cheese Pizza lunch for all students unless specified by response to link (see below)
EARLY DISMISSAL 1:15/1:30 P.M.

End of 2nd Quarter
12/19-1/3 CHRISTMAS BREAK

1/4 Students Return

FIND COMPLETE CALENDAR ON FACTS ATHLETICS CALENDAR

Dear Saints Families,

Prepare Ye the way of the Lord! We have now entered the Advent Season, which begins the new Liturgical
Year. Advent is a special time in which we can really focus ourselves on the true meaning of Christmas. It provides
us a wonderful opportunity to talk to our children about why we celebrate Christmas in the first place and how
exciting it can be to anticipate, rather than just receive. Patience and the time spent “leading up to the prize” can
actually be fulfilling. I will never forget watching all those commercials as a child and thinking that if only I had that
certain toy, I would be forever happy! I would never want anything else! I also remember the disappointment that
sometimes came not long afterwards when the amazing toy that looked so awesome and fun on TV, was quickly
forgotten and there was something even better out there. Through the years, I learned that sometimes the waiting
and wanting or anticipating can be incredibly powerful. In the case of Christmas, the prize is worth so much more
than we could ever anticipate! God gave us his most cherished son. There is no greater gift we could ever hope to
deserve or receive.

Fr. Murphy during his homily this past weekend did a great job of comparing Advent and Lent. I hope you had a
chance to hear him. He also challenged us to be the gift that we want others to receive. We all need to work at
becoming who God expects and plans us to be. Advent allows us the time to reflect and act upon this in order to

https://forms.gle/XWR83ARfnfWyHjPN8
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improve ourselves. Signs of Christmas are everywhere and it is way too easy to get caught up in the hype and lose
track of what matters most. As parents and educators it is our job to teach our children this. We are all very aware
that they aren’t born with patience and understanding the importance of preparation and anticipation. This is a great
article on how important patience is and how significant a role it plays in defining us. The Lost Virtue of Patience |
Psychology Today More than ever, our world is all about instant gratification and studies have proven that our
attention spans have shortened significantly. Using visual reminders such as Advent calendars or paper chains
leading up to Christmas day help children learn this neglected virtue. Maybe this year, instead of receiving a little
treat of chocolate each day, have your child collect something to donate to the poor. Seeing those items stack up
and giving instead of receiving is a beautiful way to work towards being a gift to others. It also reminds us that good
things can come from waiting. Come Lord Jesus, we await your birth and make ready the way of the Lord.

God bless,

Suzanne Barto M.Ed.
Principal

In lieu of our regular newsletter (which focuses on themes relevant to our Guidance Program), this week, we are
providing access to the video recording of our guest speaker on November 9, Dr. Crystal Collier. Dr. Collier gave an
eye-opening presentation on the effects of technology (and drugs/alcohol) on the human brain, with an emphasis on
the brains of youth.  Over 40 parents attended this event and learned such impactful truths as:

● The physical, mental, and emotional effects of technology
● The perils of too much tech use and how to avoid them
● Guidelines on how to prevent addictions and risky behavior (including tips for technology AND

drugs/alcohol, among others)

To access the video recording of Dr. Collier’s presentation, click on Link #1 below. To access the Slide Show used
in the video, click on the second link.

● Technology and the Brain (video) – Dr. Crystal Collier
● Technology and the Brain (slide show)

As always, please feel free to contact your school counselors for any reason:
Scott Osborn (Pre-K thru 4th Grade): sosborn@stlaurence.org
Dr. Christy Gregory (5th-8th Grades): cgregory@stlaurence.org

KRISTINA MICKENS BIO - PTO TREASURER
Hello, Saints families! My name is Kristina Mickens, and I am currently
serving as Treasurer of the PTO. My husband Mark and I have 2 amazing
children: Matthew (Kindergarten) and Mackenzie (3 years old and future
SLCS Saint).

I find it incredibly rewarding to volunteer my time to a school that gives so
much to each student. Serving on the PTO board has given me a deeper
understanding and appreciation of the school’s administrative leadership,
teachers, staff, and all the volunteers that devote so much of their time to the
students. It is an honor and pleasure to serve our Saints community, and I
look forward to meeting other St. Laurence Catholic School families.
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#SaintsGiveDay CONTINUES THIS WEEK!

Thank you for the amazing support of #SaintsGiveDay as we kicked off the event on Giving Tuesday on Nov. 29th.
We are grateful for all of the students, families, and staff who have donated to support our school!

We will continue collecting donations at the school and online for the rest of the week! Simply send your child with
cash or coins to deposit in our giving tubes located by the library and have them sign the giving day banner. No
cash on hand?  No problem!  We will be accepting donations online all week HERE!

WE NEED JUDGES FOR OUR SCIENCE/STREAM FAIR

As we approach the holidays, our 7th graders are busy working on their annual Science Fair/STREAM projects. We
are recruiting judges to determine our 15 finalists to compete in the School STREAM Fair in January. First round
submissions will be via a link so you can judge from the comfort of your own home! The top 15 finalists will then be
judged in person the first week of January. From those top 15, we will take 3 on to compete in the Archdiocesan
STREAM Fair on January 27th. We would like to invite engineers, geologists, health care experts, and community
members with a background in science to consider serving on our judging panel. Parents and family members of
current 7th graders are not eligible to judge. Please contact sbarto@stlaurence.org by December 7th, if you are
interested in serving on our judging panel and are up-to-date on Safe Haven Training. Thank you for your support of
our Middle School Science program.

SAINTS CHEER CLINIC
It’s time for the annual St. Laurence Cheer Clinic! On Saturday, January 28, 2023, the Saints Cheerleaders will host
a clinic from 9am to noon for K-5th grade St. Laurence students. You must bring the form HERE in person to the St.
Laurence front office. Spots are not reserved until payment is received by cash or check. Print the form and fill out
completely; be sure to circle shirt size for the child. Deadline to register is December 8, 2022

Those who attend the clinic will perform at the Pep Rally at school on Monday, January 30th so they will bring their
cheer t-shirt to school and change for the Pep Rally. Parents will see the performance on January 28th at 11:40 a.m.
in the St. Laurence Gym.

FREE PIZZA LUNCH FOR ALL ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16TH!
We are providing our students with free pizza lunch on Friday, December 16th as part of the Christmas parties! All
children will receive 2 slices of cheese pizza with water. If your child would prefer NOT to eat pizza and will be
bringing a lunch from home, please let us know by clicking this link HERE by Tuesday, December 13th so we can
ensure a correct count. Again, we only need to hear from you if your child will NOT be having pizza that day. As a
reminder, Friday, December 16th is an early release day at 1:15/1:30 p.m.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE! WORK AT ST. LAURENCE CATHOLIC SCHOOL!

Join our team! St. Laurence Catholic School is hiring part-time staff for the Before
and After School (BASC) program. Hours are 6:30-7:45 a.m. and 3:00-6:30 p.m. on all
school days. Applicants must be 18 years old. To start the interviewing process,
contact Betsy Brown HERE!

St. Laurence Catholic School is also currently seeking a Director of Advancement
to oversee the enrollment and marketing department. Qualified candidates must possess a heart for stewardship
and a commitment to Catholic education, along with strong communication and organizational skills. Experience
with fundraising, non-profits, event planning, and building donor relations are also necessary attributes.
Those interested in applying should have at least 5 years of experience in development/advancement, as well as
a Bachelor or Master’s degree in a related field. Please contact the school at sbarto@stlaurence.org if interested
in learning more about this opening.

MEDICATION REMINDER

Any medication that is requested to be administered at school is required to have a Medication Permission Form
completed and signed by both the parent and physician. (See website for form.) This requirement includes
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prescription medication that is given short term as well as any over-the-counter medication (i.e. eye drops,
antibiotics, cough medication, etc.). As needed cough drops brought from home also must have a Medication
Permission Form and are kept in the nurse office to dispense. Any medications necessary for a student to receive
during the day without a Medication Permission Form on record may be administered by a parent at the desired time
by checking in at the front office.

PAST YEARS YEARBOOKS FOR SALE!

We have yearbooks from the following school years available for purchase:
● 2019-20 - $40
● 2020-21 - $40
● 2021-22 - $40

Don’t miss this opportunity to get past yearbooks! Please see Marla at the front desk or email HERE!

TUITION ASSISTANCE 2023-2024

The Archdiocesan Tuition Assistance Program is a yearly commitment that the Archdiocese makes to keep Catholic
schools accessible, affordable and available to all families. In an effort to be good stewards of their resources, and
provide for equitable distribution, the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston utilizes the FACTS management
application process for determining financial need in allocating tuition assistance. SLCS will use this same
application in FACTS to determine if families qualify for the Saints Endowment Scholarship or SLCS Emergency
Tuition Assistance.

Applications for 2023-2024 Archdiocesan Tuition Assistance open December 1, 2022. The Archdiocese will consider
all Applications submitted in FACTS by February 10, 2023 and will send notification emails the week of March 6,
2023. A second round of assistance will be considered on all applications submitted by June 26, 2023 with
notification emails sent out the week of July 24, 2023. In order for the application to be considered for either round,
all documents requested by FACTS must be submitted prior to the deadlines.

● SLCS Saints Endowment Scholarship – applications for the 2023-2024 School Year open December 1,
2022, deadline to apply is February 15, 2023.

● SLCS Emergency Tuition Assistance – applications for the 2023-2024 School Year open December 1, 2022.
Please see the SLCS website for eligibility requirements for the SLCS Saints Endowment Scholarship and the SLCS
Emergency Tuition Assistance awards. Click HERE to apply (be sure to choose the 2023-2024 School Year).

SHARE YOUR SLCS MOMENTS

Please join the fun! Add all your SLCS photos for November! Any theme! You could see
your pictures in our yearbook and publications! They will be part of SLCS memories.
Link to the November Album HERE..

*The album will be removed on December 1st!

SPELLING BEE WINNERS

mailto:mgutierrez@gmail.com
https://online.factsmgt.com/aid
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1ST-2ND GRADE:

1A-  Isabella Thai
1B-  Elly Wong
1C- Annaliese Duong
2A- Grace Kurniawan
2B- Daniel Harvey
2C- Clare Torregoza

3RD-5TH GRADE

1st Place - Hudson Ho
2nd Place - Leonidas Eshaghy
3rd Place - Lexton Lee

6TH-8TH GRADE
1st place - Alfred Sarno
2nd place - Jahra Khan
3rd Place - Gabe Tenorio

NOMINATE A DESERVING STUDENT!
Do you have or know a student that is deserving of a shout-out? We will highlight a student weekly to
recognize their spirit of service, accomplishments, hard work, and dedication! Nominate a student for
consideration HERE!

Keeper's Japanese Restaurant/ Bar
Apinya Lin
www.keepersushi.com

Happy Life Designs
Nora Sessions
www.happylifedesigns2016.com

AFC Urgent Care Richmond
Pangelinan Family
www.afcurgentcare.com/richmond

Everything Dental
Roy Joseph
https://everythingdentalcare.com

John Kelley, MD
https://swaaa.com/index.html

Gulf Coast Construction Group
Shannon Caldwell
www.gulfcoastconstructiongroup.com

Ideal Carpet & Flooring, Inc.
Vincent & Vangie Ostera
https://www.idealcarpetandflooring.c
om/

Tootie’s Treats
Nikki Goszyk
https://www.tootiestreatstx.com/

Sweet Pecks Photography
Shary Peck
www.sweetpecks.com

First Tire & Automotive
Alumni Family Craig & Nancy Popp
https://firsttireandauto.com

SUPPORT OUR SAINTS SMALL BUSINESS!

If you didn’t have the opportunity to support our Saints Small Business
last Saturday, it is not too late! We are very grateful for the families that
support our school. We encourage our Saints community to give back
and support them in return!
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JOIN OUR PTO PRAYER GROUP!

Please join our PTO Prayer Group each Thursday morning at 8:00 a.m. around the St. Laurence
statue (in front of the school entrance) to pray a Rosary for needs and community! Just drop off
those kids, park, and PRAY.

Also, join them on the 3rd THURSDAY of each month at the Ave Maria Center in the St. Joseph
room at 8:15 a.m (instead of the front of the school) as they pray from a scripture book and then
pray a Rosary. PTO Prayer Group meeting dates at the AMC are 12/15, 1/19, 2/16, 3/9, 4/20,
and 5/18. Any questions? Call or text Tammy Luster, PTO Prayer Liaison, at 713-254-7040.

Do you have a special prayer request? Need prayers? Send your request HERE.

CELEBRATION OF OUR UNIQUE GIFTS LUNCHEON

DECEMBER 12TH

The deadline is quickly approaching to register for the Celebration
of Our Unique Gifts Luncheon on Monday, December 12th from
11:30 AM- 1 PM at Marian Hall in the Ave Maria Center. We are
thrilled to welcome Dr. Debra Haney, Superintendent of Schools for
the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston and former Principal at
SLCS. Dr. Haney founded the SPICE Program 10 years ago and
we are honored to celebrate with her.

Register online now to enjoy lunch and a celebration of the 10th

anniversary of the SPICE Program. Tickets are $60 each and table
sponsorships are still available. Last day to get your tickets is
December 2nd! Contact Marisa Vela at mvela@stlaurence.org with
any questions.

STEPS FOR STUDENTS!  REGISTER NOW!

Register and fundraise to support the largest PTO fundraiser of the year! Join SLCS
and Catholic schools from across the Archdiocese at this annual 5K run/walk
downtown near the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart. Steps for Students is
Saturday, February 11th with a sunrise Mass at the Co-Cathedral at 7 AM and the 5K
race starting at 8:30 AM. Families can register for the Timed 5K race, the Untimed
5K, the Family Fun Run/Walk, or can decide to “Hit the Snooze” and support from
home. REGISTER ONLINE

mailto:Prayers@stlaurenceschool.org
https://stlaurencecatholicschool.factsmgtadmin.com/form/GTzHHHZdH?i=&authToken=__token__
https://www.steps4students.org/slcs23


SAVE THE DATE! SAINTS SUMMER NIGHTS!

Please join us to celebrate
wearing your finest summer white!

April 22nd, 2023
Sugar Land Marriott

https://one.bidpal.net/slcsauction2023/welcome

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

SUPPORT SLCS BOOSTER CLUB WITH CHICKEN SALAD CHICK. IT'S TIME FOR A SPIRIT DAY ON WHEELS!

Parents, teachers, family, and friends - order your choice of
1 pound tubs of chicken salad, egg salad, pimento cheese,
large sides like broccoli salad, pasta salad, grape salad,
mac 'n cheese, or fresh fruit, as well as croissants and
treats with the order form link provided. Chicken Salad
Chick will call to collect payment. 20% of sales will be
donated to St. Laurence Catholic School Booster Club.

Order online here by Wednesday, 12/7 at 10 AM:
https://forms.gle/XWR83ARfnfWyHjPN8
Pick up your order Thursday, 12/8/2022, from 3:45-4:00 pm
in the parking lot at the Ave Maria Center. Questions?
Email nicolesanders.csc@gmail.com

YEARBOOK AND PUBLICATIONS NEED YOUR ATHLETICS PICTURES!

Please upload your pictures in the links below!

Baseball Cheerleading Soccer Volleyball C Tennis - Fall

Basketball - Boys Cross Country Softball Volleyball JV Tennis -Spring

Basketball - Girls Football Track Volleyball Varsity

GIRLS BASKETBALL
All 3 girls teams won over St. Vincent DePaul Tuesday night. The Varsity girls remain undefeated with a 45-20 win
over SVDP and remain in first place in the GHCAA.

- Varsity and JV will play in the Kinkaid Tournament this Friday and Saturday.
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- The C Team girls will play at the St. Thomas More Tournament on Saturday.
- Saints host St. Michael at home on Thursday, Dec. 1st; C Team 4:30 p.m., JV 5:15 p.m., Varsity 6:15 p.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL
All 3 boys teams are off to a great start for the season. All 3 teams are undefeated after everyone won at St. Anne
Houston on Monday night! The Varsity pulled out a 37-30 win to remain in first place in the GHCAA.

- The Varsity boys will play at the St. Francis Episcopal Tournament this weekend on Friday and Saturday.
- The C Team boys will play at the St. Thomas More Tournament Thursday and Saturday.
- All 3 boys teams play at home today, Wednesday, November 30th C Team 4:30, JV 5:15, Varsity 6:15 p.m.

REGISTER TOMORROW

Registration for Heart of Worship opens tomorrow, December 1. We’re trying
to give our parishioners a head-start to register, since we do expect this to be
another sellout, especially with Fr. Leo Patalinghug as our featured speaker.
It’s $30 per person if you register early, so don’t wait!

VISIT OUR PARISH WEBSITE HERE

OPEN HOUSES
● STRAKE JESUIT - Thursday, December 1st -  7:00 p.m. Visit www.strakejesuit.org/admissions
● INCARNATE WORD ACADEMY.   - December 4th - 1:30-5:00 p.m. - Learn more here!
● ST. PIUS X HIGH SCHOOL - Sunday, December 11th  -1:00-3:00 p.m. - Visit
● ST. THOMAS HIGH SCHOOL - Click HERE for upcoming Open Houses and events

FIRST OEC NGUYEN FOUNDATION FUN RUN

Come and join the 1st OEC FUN RUN on December 3, 2022 to raise funds for fire safety and
prevention, as well as scholarships for SLCS students.

This fun run/walk is a fundraiser in support of the OEC Nguyen Foundation. It will be held at Sugar
Land Memorial Park on 15300 University Blvd. Click HERE for more information! Hope to see you
and your family there.

SJ/SAA CHRISTMAS BAND CONCERT
The Strake Jesuit / St. Agnes Music Program cordially invites you to their Christmas Concert on Saturday,
December 10th, 2022, at 3:00 p.m., in the Parsley Center on the Strake Jesuit campus. The program will feature
holiday favorites performed by our Chamber & Symphony Orchestras and Symphonic Band. Attendance is free and
open to the public!

ST. AGNES / STRAKE JESUIT CHORUS CHRISTMAS CONCERT
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The 34th Annual Messiah Performance of the St. Agnes Academy and Strake Jesuit Mixed Chorus (December 9-10,
2022), a Christmas tradition, continues for its 34th year! Come celebrate with the St. Agnes Academy and Strake
Jesuit Mixed Chorus, Triple Trios, and Performance Workshop as they perform traditional and non-traditional holiday
favorites, culminating with Part 1 "The Christmas Portion” of Handel’s choral masterwork, Messiah. Dec. 9 and 10 at
7pm, at the St. Agnes Academy Meyer Hall. Tickets priced between $5-$15 can be purchased in advance.

www.stlaurenceschool.org

I Facebook I Twitter I Instagram I LinkedIn

http://www.st-agnes.org/tickets
http://www.stlaurenceschool.org
https://www.facebook.com/stlaurencecs/
https://twitter.com/StLaurenceCS
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