
KNOW & GROW TOPIC OF THE WEEK: ADVENT EXPLAINED, PART 2 
6. What Happens on Weekdays in Advent? It is especially recommended that homilies be giv-
en on the weekdays of Advent. The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) states: On 
Sundays and Holydays of Obligation there is to be a Homily at every Mass that is celebrated with the 
people attending and it may not be omitted without a grave reason. On other days it is recommend-
ed, especially on the weekdays of Advent, Lent and Easter Time, as well as on other festive days 
and occasions when the people come to church in greater numbers [GIRM 66].  

The General Norms also point out a special role for the weekdays of the week preceding Christmas: 
The weekdays from 17 December to 24 December inclusive serve to prepare more directly for the 
Lord's birth [Norms 41]. This special role is illustrated, for example, by the Scripture readings used in 
the liturgy on these days. 

  

7. How Are Churches Decorated During Advent? The General Instruction of the Roman Missal 
notes: During Advent the floral decoration of the altar should be marked by a moderation suited to 
the character of this time of year, without expressing in anticipation the full joy of the Nativity of the 
Lord.  

  

8. How Is Music Performed During Advent? The General Instruction of the Roman Missal 
notes: In Advent the use of the organ and other musical instruments should be marked by a modera-
tion suited to the character of this time of year, without expressing in anticipation the full joy of the 
Nativity of the Lord.  

  

9. Is the Gloria Said or Sung Dur-
ing Advent? Neither. The General 
Instruction of the Roman Missal pro-
vides: [The Gloria or "Glory to God 
in the highest"] is sung or said on 
Sundays outside Advent and Lent, 
and also on Solemnities and Feasts, 
and at particular celebrations of a 
more solemn character [GIRM 53]. 

  

10. What Private Devotions Can 
We Use to Grow Closer to God 
During Advent? There are a varie-
ty of private devotions that the 
Church has recognized for use dur-
ing Advent. The most famous is the 
Advent Wreath.  

 

Source: National Catholic Register 

 
More about the Gloria –  
   “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good 
will” (Luke 2:14) is an ancient hymn of praise, echoing the song of the 
angels at Bethlehem proclaiming Jesus’ birth. Having asked for God’s 
forgiveness, now we praise Him for His goodness. The Gloria is omit-
ted during Lent because we are suffering with Christ for our sins until 
the joy of His resurrection, and it is also omitted during Advent as a 
reminder we are waiting for Jesus to come. We don’t sing Christmas 
carols during Lent (not in church, anyway!), so we don’t sing the moth-
er-of-all-carols, the song of the angels, until then. Gloria is heaven’s 
response to the glorious birth of Jesus. If the angels can wait until that 
holy night to sing it, the rest of us can, too.  
   The text of Gloria elaborates on the message of the angels, recog-
nizing the goodness and mercy of the Lord God through his Son, Je-
sus Christ. This prayer dates back to the sixth century and began to 
be used only at Masses when a bishop was the celebrant, and then 
only on solemn feasts. However, the beauty of this prayer captivated 
the priests and faithful. Slowly, permission was granted for priests to 
use it, but at first only for Easter. By the 12

th
 century, the Glory to God 

reached its current level of use within the Mass. Today, the Glory to 
God is sung or said at all Sunday Masses, solemnities, and feasts 
except during the seasons of Advent and Lent. Whether sung or said, 
this prayer is one of praise, and our voices should be lifted in praise 
as we say it! 
 
Source: https://www.stedwardisidore.org/  
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