
KNOW & GROW TOPIC OF THE WEEK:  THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
   Today we celebrate the baptism of Christ in the Jordan. This is the second epiphany, or manifestation, of the Lord. The 
past, the present, and the future are made manifest in this epiphany. 

   The most holy one placed Himself among us, the unclean and sinners. The Son of God freely humbled Himself at the 
hand of the Baptist. By His baptism in the Jordan, Christ manifests His humility and dedicates Himself to the redemption 
of man. He takes upon Himself the sins of the whole world and buries them in the waters of the Jordan. — The Light of 
the World by Benedict Baur, O.S.B. 

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

   The Baptism of Jesus is similar in purpose to our own. As Jesus was distinguished as the beloved Son in whom God is 
well pleased, so, too, are we. We share that same special favor with God and are brought into an intimate relationship 
with Him. Does this reality change how we feel about ourselves? It certainly does. Baptism forever changes us and calls 
us to the ministries of mercy and humility. God has formed each of us in our mother’s womb and asks us to be a light 

for all people. We carry this light humbly as we know who ultimately has a claim on us and to whom we belong. We then 
are called to live our lives in imitation of Christ and become incarnate vessels of mercy. Our world needs to be touched 
by compassion and only we can complete the task. 

 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

   Question: Why do Catholics baptize infants, while some other Christian denominations wait until adulthood?  

   Answer: To understand when we baptize, it’s important to know what baptism is. Baptism removes original 
sin, and we are reborn into the family of God, adopted as His sons and daughters. We become joint heirs with Christ and 
sharers in his mission. Early on, baptism was given immediately upon personal conversion, such as the three thousand 
baptized at Pentecost. Some Christian churches today emphasize baptism specifically as personal conversion. As such, 
they would not baptize young children who have not yet consciously chosen to follow Christ. As the Church slowly grew, 
whole households were baptized together upon the deep conversion of one of the leaders (Acts 16). From this evidence, 
we can surmise that may have included children who were just beginning to hear the Christian message. This would not 
have been uncommon, especially for Jewish converts. Circumcision marked entrance into the Old Covenant for men. 
This occurred, without the express consent of the infants, to male children eight days after their birth. 

   In the second century, processes had begun to more gradually incorporate people into the Church. The basis of this 
“catechumenal model” is still used in parishes today for adults wishing to convert to Catholicism. The familial transmis-
sion of faith still retains an important place. Throughout his ministry, Jesus emphasized the importance of baptism for 
salvation. As Catholics see it, “The Church and the parents would deny a child a priceless grace of becoming a child of 
God were they not to confer Baptism shortly after birth. Christian parents will recognize that this practice also accords 
with their role as nurtures of the life that God has entrusted to them” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1250-1251). 
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