
KNOW & GROW TOPIC OF THE WEEK: FEBRUARY 17—FEAST DAY OF THE SEVEN HOLY 
FOUNDERS OF THE SERVITE ORDER 

   This year, February 17th is Presidents’ Day, 
and since it is a federal holiday, many business-
es are closed. This day is meant to celebrate 
the 44 American presidents*, men who led and 
assisted in shaping our country for the past 231 
years**. 

   Lesser known is that February 17th is also the 
Feast Day of The Seven Holy Founders of the 
of Servite Order. These seven men assisted in 
shaping the lives of many people in Italy and 
beyond nearly 800 years ago. 

   Imagine that seven famous businessmen 
in New York left their homes and careers today 
to live together in solitude and prayer. Likely, 
the world would be surprised and led to reflect on its values. 

   Seven wealthy, well-known cloth merchants lived in Florence, Italy in the mid-thirteenth 
century: Buonfiglio dei Monaldi (Bonfilius), Giovanni di Buonagiunta (Bonajuncta), Amadeus 
of the Amidei (Bartolomeus), Ricovero dei Lippi-Ugguccioni (Hugh), Benedetto dell' Antella 
(Manettus), Gherardino di Sostegno (Sostene), and Alessio de' Falconieri (Alexius). They 
found themselves in a society in which many people ignored God’s law. Riches and the easy 
life meant more to these people than the love of the poor and service to the needy. These 
seven men decided to withdraw from the city and to lead lives of prayer and penance. They 
chose to turn their lives over to God and give witness to all that is good and true. 

   It took great courage for these men to leave their prosperous businesses and live a life of 
prayer and penance. They had been leaders in society, so their decision to change their way 
of living caused a stir and inspired others to rethink their values and make some changes in 
their lives. 

   This group of men fostered devotion to the Blessed Virgin, particularly in her seven sor-
rows. They called themselves the Servants of Mary, or Servites. Eventually all of the found-
ers but Alexis were ordained. When their order was finally approved, Alexis was the only 
founder still living. 

   Monday, as we celebrate Presidents’ Day, let us take time to honor the seven men (and 
countless others) who, by lives dedicated to God, modeled for others what joy and richness 
comes from a faith-filled life. 

 

*There have been 45 presidencies (including the current one, whose term began in 2017), 
and 44 different individuals have served as president. Grover Cleveland was elected to two 
nonconsecutive terms, and as such is considered the 22nd and 24th president of the United 
States.  

**George Washington was elected in 1789. 

 

Sources: https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents; https://www.loyolapress.com/our-
catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/seven-founders-of-the-order-of-servites 


