
Stephen Ministry: Stephen Ministers provide one-to-one Christian care to people in 
our parish and community who are experiencing difficulties in their lives. Examples of 
the challenges faced by care receivers include, but are not limited to: death of a loved 
one, divorce, job loss, terminal illness, aging, or chronic illness. In any of these 
circumstances, individuals may benefit from someone who meets faithfully with them 
to listen, pray, support, and encourage. The relationship between caregiver and care 
receiver may last anywhere from a few weeks to two years. The relationship is 
confidential; what is said between the caregiver and care receiver remains between 
the two of them. 
Contact: Phyllis McDowell at phyllis411@twc.com or Judy Hurlbert at 
zhurlbert@twc.com 
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/stephen-ministry 
 
Stewardship Committee:  The mission of the Stewardship Committee is to build a 
community of intentional disciples of Jesus Christ to promote the sharing gifts of all 
people in supporting the mission of St. Benedict Parish. We strive to ensure that 
parishioners feel their value as integral members of the Church and the greater 
community. We assisting parishioners to define their gifts, talents, and purpose to 
serve Christ through parish events and ministries. 
Contact: Jean Mercandetti at (585) 396-3289 or jean.mercandetti@dor.org  
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/stewardship-committee 
 
St. Mary’s School: St. Mary’s School exists to integrate faith with the student’s 
social, intellectual, and physical development. As a ministry of the Roman Catholic 
Church and the largest ministry at our parish, we partner with parents and our 
community to provide the highest quality faith-based education.  
Contact: smcdcs@dor.org or (585) 394-4300 
For more information about the school, including enrollment information, visit: 
https://www.stmaryscanandaigua.org/ 
For more information about ways to support St. Mary’s School, visit: https://
www.stmaryscanandaigua.org/ways-to-donate 
 
St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) Society: This ministry is a network of friends, inspired 
by Gospel values, growing in holiness and building a more just world through personal 
relationships with and service to people in need. The SVDP Society serves the poor 
and those in our community most in need through various efforts including the SVDP 
Voucher and Clothing Rooms, Christmas baskets, and In-Home Visitation.  
Contact: SVDP Society at (585) 394-3980 or the ministry leader, Julie Hoffman, at 
julievv01@yahoo.com 
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/st-vincent-depaul-society 
 
Women’s Prayer Ministry: This intergenerational ministry welcomes women of any 
age, married or single, with children or childless. All are called to encourage and 
console one another. We are truly here for each other. The women, all with various 
viewpoints on many topics, are nonjudgmental and respectful. The diversity of age 
and experience provides support and wisdom. The ministry focuses on assorted 
prayer practices: along with spontaneous “from the heart prayers”, there will be 
Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet, Liturgy of the Hours, or another prayer practice 
someone may introduce. Additionally, Scripture and Church teachings are included to 
guide us in our daily walk. 
Contact: Maureen Gallagher at (585) 797-8935 or mjfpg@rochester.rr.com 
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/womens-prayer-ministry 
 
Young Adult Ministry: The Young Adult Ministry is led by a small, but energetic, faith
-filled team. If you are a young adult Catholic (18-39 years old) who wishes to learn 
more about your faith together with like-minded individuals of St. Benedict Parish of 
Canandaigua, NY and surrounding area, this is the ministry for you! 
Contact: Ben Van Heck at benvanheck@gmail.com 
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/young-adult-ministry 
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Prayer of Discernment 

 

Lord, please help me open my heart 
to listen to your call. 

  

Help me to know myself. 
Help me to overcome my fears. 
Help me to want what You want. 
Help me to trust You completely. 

  

Send Your Holy Spirit into my mind and heart. 
so I can see the gifts You have given me 
and hear Your call to serve the Church. 
Strengthen my desire for stewardship 

which will allow me to positively impact 
others and the world.  

 

I wish to offer my time, talents,  
and treasures to You, God,  

as You have blessed me so abundantly. 
Teach me to love and serve You as You deserve.  

 
  

Help me to discover my calling 
and have the courage to respond in faith. 

 Amen. 

 ST. BRIDGET’S CHURCH   ST. MARY’S CHURCH ST. MARY’S SCHOOL 

Striving to know, love, and serve God in all others. 



Migrant Ministry: This ministry follows the Gospel message of welcoming all people, most 
specifically the stranger, the poor, and the marginalized and to guide our steps on the paths 
of Social Justice. Some of the activities of this ministry include: collecting hygiene items, 
winter coats, school supplies, and Christmas gifts to benefit the people of our Mission 
church, Our Lady of Guadalupe in Marion, NY; and sharing in the evangelization, faith, and 
community building events such as the celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
Contact: Angi Salerno at salernoangelia794@gmail.com 
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/migrant-ministry 
 
Music Ministry: Cantors and choirs play a vital role during numerous liturgical and prayer 
services in our faith community. They enhance the worship experience by leading our 
community in many of the sung responses and songs. We always welcome additional 
cantors or members of  St. Bridget's Choir, St. Mary's Adult Choir, St. Mary's Contemporary 
Group, St. Mary's Bell Choir, and/or our Resurrection Choir 
Contact: Sarah Eaton at (585) 394-1220, ext. 37 or Sarah.Eaton@dor.org 
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/music-ministry 
 
Parish Life and Events: The role of Parish Life at St. Benedict Parish is to connect and 
foster fellowship in the parish community within parish ministries and beyond our 
liturgies. Our events (such as Ash Wednesday Soup & Salad Lunch, St. Joseph’s Table, 
etc.) provide an opportunity for us to share our lives and to connect with one another. 
Contact: Amy Corron at (585) 394-1220, ext. 25 or Amy.Corron@dor.org  
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/parish-life 
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: St. Benedict’s Prayer Shawl Ministry creates prayer shawls, which 
are available for anyone who feels a need in these difficult times. They are a great comfort 
to those suffering illnesses, grieving lost loved ones, or experiencing stress and anxiety. 
They are blessed and have a tag expressing their purpose. They have been created with 
knitting needles, crochet hooks, donated yarn, and much love and prayers. We also have 
baby blankets for babies and toddlers, and fleece tied blankets for children ages 4-15. 
Contact: Rose Anne Dredger at (585) 657-6537 
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/prayer-shawl 
 
RCIA: RCIA is a process for those who are interested in becoming Catholic; those who 
have been baptized Catholic but have not yet been Confirmed or may not have received 
Eucharist; those who have been away from the church for awhile and are interested in 
renewing their faith, understanding, and attaining a sense of community; and even for those 
“cradle Catholics” that just want to learn more about their faith. Wherever you are on your 
faith journey, we welcome you and your questions. 
Contact: Teresa Dunn at (585) 394-1220, ext. 41 or Teresa.Dunn@dor.org.   
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/how-to-become-catholic-1 
 
Sacramental Preparation: Volunteers are always needed to assist with our First Penance, 
First Eucharist, and Confirmation programs. Roles include: planners, teachers, presenters, 
small group facilitators, etc. 
Contact: Teresa Dunn at (585) 394-1220, ext. 41 or Teresa.Dunn@dor.org. 
 
Sacristans: Sacristans set up for Daily, Holy Day, and Sunday Masses by preparing the 
credence table and altar, light the candles, etc. After Masses, sacristans are also 
responsible for clean up by returning holy vessels and other items to the sacristy, 
extinguishing candles, etc. 
Contact: Amy Corron at (585) 394-1220, ext. 25 or Amy.Corron@dor.org  
 
Social Ministry: This ministry strives to maintain an organized effort of the entire parish to 
serve those in need, to advocate for justice and to work at changing societal structures that 
perpetuate injustices. Efforts are grounded in a combination of direct service, advocacy (ie. 
through Public Policy), community organizing, and solidarity. 
Contact: Mary Ellen Gysel at maryellengysel@gmail.com 
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/social-ministry 
   

Festival and Lawn Sale: Volunteers are needed to fill many roles for our annual summer festival 
and lawn sale, including organizing, pricing lawn sale items, set up and teardown for both events, 
ticket sales, running booths, etc. 
Contact: Valerie Haynes at valeriehaynes22@gmail.com 
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/parish-festival 
 

Funeral Preparation Team: The Funeral Planning Ministry is a supportive ministry providing 
assistance to families in planning the Funeral Liturgy for their loved one. It provides family an 
opportunity to reflect on the life of their loved one and to plan a funeral that has significance for 
them. A planner meets with the family in a one-to-one setting to choose readings and music for 
the funeral. As part of the process, family members are able to indicate those individuals who will 
participate in the service. A key role of the planner is to provide guidance on the liturgy, answer 
questions, and provide clarification for family, and share information with pastoral staff involved in 
the funeral.  
Contact: Teresa Dunn at (585) 394-1220, ext. 41 or Teresa.Dunn@dor.org.   
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/funerals 
 

Garden Ministry: This Ministry maintains and enhances the gardens of both St. Mary's and St. 
Bridget's campuses, including the churches, rectory, church hall, PAC, etc.  
Contact: Maureen Gallagher at (585) 797-8935 or mjfpg@rochester.rr.com 
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/garden-ministry 
 

GriefShare:  This is a support group for those grieving the death of a loved one. GriefShare is an 
international program that meets weekly during the Fall, Winter and Spring. Each week has a 
different focus area and there are three key components, which are: video presentations with 
leading Christian grief recovery experts, group discussions with those that understand what you 
are experiencing, and a personal workbook that has daily reflections for encouragement and 
practical steps for moving forward. GriefShare is a caring place where grieving people find healing 
and hope. 
Contact: Diana Gerland at drgerland@gci.net or Mary Whalen at marywhalen8876@gmail.com 
For more information, call (585) 999-5771 or visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/griefshare 
 

Knights of Columbus: The Knights are Catholic men putting their faith into action by participating 
in many stewardship activities, such as fundraising events for St. Mary’s School, assisting with 
transporting food items from local stores to the Blessing Room, and working with community 
organizations. Any man who would like to join the Knights of Columbus should contact the Grand 
Knight. Join us in expressing the principles of charity, unity, and fraternity through faith and action.  
Contact: Bob Hess, Grand Knight (effective 7/1/2022), at (585) 313-2656 
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/knights-of-columbus 
 

Lawn Care Ministry: This ministry is responsible for mowing and maintaining the lawn care at St. 
Mary's Church using both ride-on and push mowers.  
Contact: Dan Corbett at Daniel.Corbett@ejgallo.com 
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/lawn-care 
 

Lectors: Lectors are instituted to proclaim the readings from Sacred Scripture, with the exception 
of the Gospel. The lector also typically announces the intentions for the Universal Prayer and, in 
the absence of a cantor, recites the Psalm between the readings. Lectors are needed for our Daily 
Masses, Holy Day Masses, and our Sunday Masses.  
Contact: Amy Corron at (585) 394-1220, ext. 25 or Amy.Corron@dor.org 
 

Marriage Preparation Team:  The Marriage Preparation Team members act as guides for the 
couples and meet with them in a one-to-one setting to help them through the planning process: to 
get acquainted, answer any questions they may have, fill out necessary preliminary paperwork, 
review the “Fully Engaged” profile with the engaged couples, provide them with materials to plan 
their wedding ceremony, etc.   
Contact: Teresa Dunn at (585) 394-1220, ext. 41 or Teresa.Dunn@dor.org.   
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/marriage 
 

Martha’s Servers/Funeral Receptions: Martha’s Servers are so called because Martha, sister of 
Mary and Lazarus, served Jesus and was a beloved friend to Him. St. Martha is the Patron Saint 
of servers, cooks, and housewives. At St. Benedict Parish, we strive to provide hospitality to the 
families in our midst, like Martha did with Jesus. To do so, we serve during some of the most 
difficult and vulnerable times in the lives of our fellow parishioners—following the death of a loved 
one. Martha’s Servers work in teams and are called on an as-needed basis to help with funeral 
receptions.  

At St. Benedict Parish, stewardship is both promoted and encouraged. Stewardship is 
about receiving the gifts God has given us and sharing them with Him and with those 
around us. Stewardship is a way of life -- a way that is dedicated to the giving of 
ourselves by offering God things that are most dear to us in our lives: our time, our 
talent, and our treasure.  
 

There are so many ways to share your time, talents, and treasures! One of them is by 
participating in one or more of our parish ministries, listed here in this brochure (and on 
our parish website). We invite you to look through the list to see which you may have 
interest in.  
 

 
Altar Servers: This Ministry engages school-age youth in the Mass, promotes service-
minded disciples and future vocations, and provides assistance to the priest during Mass.  
Contact: Deb Wiepert at dwiepert@gmail.com 
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/altar-servers 
 
Baptismal Preparation Team: The Baptismal Preparation Team members act as guides for 
families as they prepare their child(ren) for baptism. The team members answer any 
questions the family may have, and may even provide them with additional materials. 
Contact: Teresa Dunn at (585) 394-1220, ext. 41 or Teresa.Dunn@dor.org.   
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/baptism 
 
Blessing Room: This ministry fulfills the need of loving our neighbor as Christ commanded 
by offering food to those in need in the Bloomfield area.  
Contact: Barb Blazek at bblazek23@aol.com 
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/blessing-room 
 
Catholic Men’s Group: This ministry strives to help men to become better men, fathers, 
husbands, and spiritual heads of their family; to encourage men to grow in knowledge and 
practice of their Catholic faith; to help men seek Christ through the Mass, prayer, scripture 
reading, and the sacraments; and to enable them to know, love, and serve God, wife, family, 
and neighbor.  
Contact: Kyle Howatt at (585) 489-8136 or Michael Gallagher at (585) 797-8936 
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/catholic-mens-group 
 
Elizabeth Ministry in the Diocese of Rochester—A Catholic Support Network for 
Miscarriage, Stillbirth, and Infant Loss: As local Catholic women who have experienced the 
loss of a child, our goal is to offer support to women and families suffering through a similar 
loss. We sponsor two annual Masses of Remembrance each year in May and October at 
various parishes throughout the diocese. We strive to provide emotional, spiritual, and 
practical support to women and families. We offer on-going support by being available in 
person or over the phone to talk, listen, and pray together. We distribute comfort kits, provide 
resources, and help make logistical arrangements.  
Contact: Janene Loughran at (585) 329-1974 or Molly Hickey at 
ElizabethMinistryROC@gmail.com 
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/elizabeth-ministry 
 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMoHC): Being an Extraordinary Minister of 
Holy Communion is a privileged opportunity to witness to our brothers and sisters of our belief 
in the Presence of Jesus in the Most Holy Eucharist. EMoHCs may give Eucharist to other 
members of the faithful at Masses or to the sick or homebound through the Visitation Ministry. 
Contact: Amy Corron (for EMoHCs at Masses) at Amy.Corron@dor.org or (585) 394-1220, 
ext. 25, or Jessamyn Magri (for Visitation Ministry) at Jessamyn.Magri@dor.org or (585) 394-
1220, ext. 34 
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/visitation-ministry 
 
Faith Formation & Youth Ministry: Catechists and substitute catechists are always needed 
for our Pre-K—Grade 5 Faith Formation Program or for our Youth Ministry (Middle School 
Grades 6-8 or High School Grades 9-12).  
Contact: Teresa Dunn at (585) 394-1220, ext. 41 or Teresa.Dunn@dor.org.   
For more information, visit: https://stbenedictonline.org/faith-formation 


