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For well over a century, the Catho-
lic Church in New Jersey has provided 
adoption services. Throughout all those 
years, the Church promised to honor 
the privacy of birth parents and adop-
tees. That promise of privacy also was 
assured by law and affirmed by the State 
Superior Court.

Those promises can no longer be 
kept. On May 27, 2014, a new law took 
effect that will allow adoptees and cer-
tain relatives to request and obtain the 
names of their biological parents without 
a court order beginning Jan. 1, 2017.

The Church has long supported 
the reunification of families when both 
parties consent.  If birth parents wish 
to preserve their privacy, they must 
submit a Redaction Request Form to 
the New Jersey Department of Health 
no later than Dec. 31, 2016. By filing 
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If you placed a child for 
adoption in New Jersey

You need to know that  
the law has changed….

Birth parents must take action if they want to preserve their privacy

this form, birth parents will be able to 
keep their names off any documents 
provided by the State to adoptees or 
anyone else. The form can be down-
loaded at http://nj.gov/health/forms/
reg-36c.pdf

To learn more, call the New Jersey 
Catholic Conference adoption help line at 
609-989-4806, or visit njcathconf.com/

content/family_life_adoption.php where 
you can: 

Download hard copies of the forms to 
complete and then mail to the New Jersey 
Department of Health( mailing address is 
provided on the conference website) or;

Access the link to the Department of 
Health’s website to complete and submit 
the forms electronically.

READ ALL ABOUT 
IT • Gabrielle Englert, a 
Confirmation candidate 
from St. Gregory the 
Great Parish, Hamil-
ton Square, helps to 
distribute Faith in Our 
Future fliers along with 
the parish bulletin fol-
lowing the Vigil Mass 
celebrated Jan. 30. 
During the Mass, her 
pastor, Father Michael 
McClane, addressed 
parishioners about the 
purpose and goals of 
the Diocese-wide study. 
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basic areas of parish life:
• Sacramental Life
•  Evangelization, Catechesis and 

Catholic Schools
• Communal Life
• Stewardship and Leadership
Parish core teams, which were 

formed and trained in the fall, will be 
engaged in conversation with their 
parish communities and consulta-
tion with parish leadership in order to 
conduct their evaluations.  Their aim 
is to assess where the parish has been, 
where it is now and where it might be 
in the future.  Another responsibility 
to be completed will be to verify data 
on file with Diocese looking back over 
five years – particularly as it relates to 
sacramental life and fiscal realities. 

Msgr. Leonard F. Troiano, episcopal 
vicar for planning, pointed to the im-
portance of this parish self-evaluation 
phase and the role of parishioners. “We 
are hoping that they will respond to 
their parish surveys, show up at town 
hall meetings; in essence, take part in 
whatever means will be established to 
solicit their input.  It is very important 
that they have an opportunity to ex-
press their hopes and dreams for their 
parishes, that their voices are heard.”

In March, the Faith in Our Future 
process will enter its next phase – when 
parish core teams submit the results of 
their self-evaluations and come togeth-
er in cohort groups.  Cohorts, which will 
be formed by combining three to five 
core teams from neighboring parishes, 
will share the findings from the parish 
studies, and make suggestions about 

Parishioners to participate in conversation, evaluation for Faith in Our Future

Introduced during Advent, Faith in 
Our Future aims to bring the Diocese 
together with its parishes and min-
istries in a planning process to meet 
challenges and respond to new opportu-
nities for serving the Church’s mission.  
The initiative is now in its most funda-
mental phase: when parishes – through 
the work of their designated core teams 
— conduct a self-evaluation in the four 

ways that the parishes in a given area 
might work together and respond to the 
goals of the process.

 The more than 20 cohorts encom-
passing the 107 parishes of the Diocese 
will begin to train together in mid-
March.  The composition of the cohorts 
is set to be finalized soon; once an-
nounced, the cohort list will be posted 
to the Faith in Our Future website and 
published in The Monitor, both in print 
and TrentonMonitor.com.

In parishes across the Diocese of Trenton, information 
about the new strategic planning initiative, Faith in Our 
Future, is finding its way to parishioners via websites and 

surveys, town hall meetings, presentations at Mass and spe-
cially prepared hand-outs. 

According to the 
timeline, the cohorts 
will submit their 
findings in June.  A 
planning commis-
sion that has yet to be 
formed will work with 
the findings of the 
cohorts and make pre-
liminary recommenda-

tions.  Those recommendations will be 
returned to the cohorts for review and 
response.  Final recommendations will 
be submitted to Bishop O’Connell by 
October, 2016. 

To ensure that parishioners 
throughout the Diocese are able 
to follow the progress and work of 
the Faith in Our Future initiative, 
Monthly Updates will be posted 
to the Diocese’s dedicated web 
page, dioceseoftrenton.org/
faithinourfuture/  and published 
in The Monitor.  


