Reflection Questions for Third Scrutiny

1. In today’s Gospel we hear the story of the raising of Lazarus.  In this story we see lots of emotion.  The girls are angry.  Jesus cries.  The community is moved with pity. The girls were really comfortable with kind of yelling at Jesus.  The 12 questioned his delay.  Do you ever find yourself asking Jesus, “What were you thinking?!” and do you feel comfortable telling Him when you’re angry?

2. When the time came to release Lazarus from his funeral bindings, the whole community was asked to contribute.  What does this say to us about how we are freed from death/sin?  Are you comfortable with the idea that you need help from other people in that area?  Have you had an experience of someone else helping to “unwrap” you?  Have you ever been the one unbinding someone else?

With Sponsors:

1. What things do you need to let go of before you receive your Sacraments?  What things, relationships, fears have kept you bound and not free until now?  What help do you need to be freed from them?

2. Is there anything that you are afraid to let go of?  What will the consequences be if you do let go?  What if you don’t?

For Journaling:

Choose one of the following statements from the Scrutiny and write about it.

“liberated by repentance from the shackles of sin, they (you) may become like Christ by baptism, dead to sin and alive forever in God’s sight.”

“fill them with faith, hope, and charity.”

“deliver them from the spirit of corruption.”

“they may bear witness to their new life in the risen Christ.”
Or: write about something that you are angry with God about. Tell God in exactly what you’re feeling, and ask God to help you with it.
