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 St. Francis of Assisi entered the destroyed and abandoned church of San Damiano, and his eyes rested on 

the crucifix that hung on the wall above the altar. He sensed that Jesus was speaking to him, and He wanted him to 

reconstruct the church. This was St. Francis' call to holiness, that began with the reconstruction of that abandoned 

church, but it reality, St. Francis rebuilt the Universal Church, reminding It of Its missionary character and  that of 

poverty. 

 That ancient crucifix, painted on wood, surely must have been made by the artist with love, surrounded by 

the image of Christ alongside others, surely the Virgin Mary, St. John Baptist, Mary Magdalene, Joseph of Arimatea, 

and also some angels above his head and around Him. Who is the artist? It is unknown. But the effect that it caused 

in St. Francis was huge, and it not only served to pave the way for him, but also for all of humanity. 

 Conversely, the one individual that made the cross that Jesus carried to the top of Calvary, was nailed to, 

and He died on, is unknown as well, but certainly that person did not make it with love, as the artist from San 

Damiano did. This person was probably forced, and not in a good way, to make the cross, but in the end, the effect 

managed to change humanity forever, and what would be the madness of the cross, became the reason for our 

glory. 

I t's rare that we remember the artists of the magnificent cathedrals, but yet they don't cease to be 

magnificent. Facundo Cabral, a poet and songwriter, would often say that the greatest satisfaction a composer can 

have is that people sing their songs, even if they don't recall the composer. 

If a priest wants fame and to be remembered for his acts, then, he hasn't done the work of Christ, whom we should 

serve and preach about. 

 I don't want to be remembered for what I do, because along with my fame, my sins will be more infamous. 

I want you to remember the works of Christ that allows me to serve with love, and it is a privilege for me, that despite 

my limitations, that He uses me as an instrument to communicate His love to His people. St. John Baptist would say: 

"It is better that I decrease so that He may increase." 

 I thank you Lord for these 37 years to your service in that I have been able to be a witness of your love for 

everyone. I want to ask you, like St. Francis of Assisi: "Make  me an instrument of your peace." 
  

 Here I am Lord, to do your will. 
  

 Let me bloom wherever you want to plant me. 
  

  

  

  

     Fr. Jorge A. Román 
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