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LENT 2023 
 

THE LORD SEND US HIS GRACES IN ABUNDANCE          
 

“For as the rain and the snow come down from haven and do not return there  
but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower  

and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;  
it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,  

   and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.     
            Isaiah 55, 10-11  

Dear Parishioners and Benefactors:  
 During the first winter that I experienced when I first arrived at St. Joseph’s Parish, I was greatly surprised that I 
carefully observed the snowflakes that fell on my cape, as I realized that they were in the shape of stars that were so or-
nate, that they seemed to be the work of an expert jeweler, and I was also surprised how being so small all together 
came to form huge mountains and completely cover roads, valleys and houses.  After many years of severe drought in 
California, we are now experiencing an extraordinary abundance of snow, the likes 
of which have not been seen before, especially in Mammoth Lakes since 1987. This 
is a mixture of beauty and horror. While some enjoy the beautiful wintery land-
scapes and take the opportunity to take part in snow sports, but on the other hand, 
it is regrettable that there are roads that are closed due to avalanches, there are car 
accidents, power and internet outages, in addition to that the abundance of snow 
creates damage such as leaks and destruction of roofs. We have experienced this in 
our Parish of St. Joseph, and we will be forced to replace the old roof that is more 
than 40 years old with a metal one that is more resistant and makes the snow fall 
from the roof by gravity.  
           However, all this reminds us of an essential teaching in our life that Our Lord Jesus Christ gives us. Everything has a 
reason for being and reminds us how God makes the Sun rise for the good and bad and makes the rain fall on the fields 
for the just and unjust. (Matthew 5, 45). Jesus himself had to suffer for us and after three days in the grave, defeated 
death and rose again. This is the reason for our joy and the reason for our faith. We know that with Christ we can do any-
thing and there is nothing that can weaken our faith.  
 I ask God to always strengthen your faith, hope and charity in the face of any difficult or adverse situation.  
 Walking with the cross of Christ is heavy, but it is the true confidence that with Him we can do everything.  
 May God fill you with grace and blessings.  
 These are the wishes of your friend who prays for all of you.  
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
    Fr. Jorge Alfonso Román 
                     PASTOR 
 
 
P.S. Now you can donate online, by scanning the 
        following QR CODE with your cell phone or by  
        entering the web page of the Parish:: 
          www.mammothcatholicchurch.org 


