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 Like all the parables which Jesus told, the one in today's Gospel reading has 

multiple layers of meaning.  His parables often defy human logic as they try to 

give us insight into God's mysterious will, purpose, and methodology.  On one 

level, this parable tells the story of a King who just wanted to give his son a great 

wedding banquet, but the invited guests didn't want to come.  So, he extended the 

invitation to another group of people.  On another level, the king represents God, 

the son is Jesus, the wedding feast is God's kingdom in its final form, the invited 

guests are the chosen people of Israel, and the replacement guests are the gentiles, 

the non-Jewish people of the world.  On this level, we learn that the Kingdom of 

God is now open to all people.  No one is excluded.  From where we stand with 

our American ideals of equality and inclusiveness, this part of the story is not 

likely to have the same shocking impact on us as it had on the people who first 

heard it. We've come to expect God to be at least as inclusive as we try to be. 

 The second part of the parable goes on to make a different point.  This is like 

the fine print; we're all warned about reading in contracts.  There are requirements 

for accepting the invitation, and we need to be aware of them.  The second parable 

is likely to strike us as confusing and unfair. Here's this poor man, minding his own 

business who finds himself at a wedding party he never dreamed of being invited 

to, only to be criticized and thrown out for not dressing properly.   This man with 

the wrong clothes introduces us to the biblical image of the wedding garment.  In 

the ancient world, a wedding garment was the finest of clothing, and it became a 

symbol for a certain kind of living.  It symbolized a life of faithfulness to God and 

decency to people.  A life of integrity grounded in everything God taught thru the 

law, the prophets, and eventually thru Jesus.  The man without a wedding garment 

is a person without the values, faith, attitude, and priorities of Christ.  So, while 

everyone is invited, only those dressed properly, meaning living properly, can truly 

share in the banquet both now and in eternity. 

 St. Paul used the image of Christian virtues as clothing when he wrote to the 

Colossian church and said: "Because you are God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, 

clothe yourselves with heartfelt mercy, with kindness, humility, meekness, and 

patience.  Bear with one another; forgive whatever grievances you have against 

one another.  Forgive as the Lord has forgiven you.  Overall, these virtues put on 

love, which binds the rest together and makes them perfect." (Col 3, 12-14) 
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