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 When the Pharisees asked Jesus if it was proper for devout Jews to pay the 
census tax of the Roman Empire that was occupying their land, they weren’t 
looking for guidance or wisdom.  They weren’t trying to figure out the best 
relationship between church and state as we might do today in our country.  St. 
Matthew is clear that their motivation was to discredit Jesus and ruin his 
reputation.  Jesus was in a no-win situation.  If He said “pay the tax,” He would be 
seen as a traitor to His own people. If He said, “don’t pay the tax,” He would be 
seen as an enemy of Rome.  Jesus gave a balanced answer that made sense and 
still makes sense today.  “We live in this world without hearts set on the world 
that will never end.” says an old prayer.  Faithfulness to God and allegiance to the 
legitimate government is not only possible but also preferable.  Good government 
and proper civic life can be helpful to religious life, as St. Paul wisely recognized.  
In his letter to Timothy, St. Paul said, “I urge petitions and prayer, intercessions 
and thanksgiving for all people, for Kings and those in authority, so that we may 
lead tranquil and quiet lives in all godliness and dignity.” (1Tim. 2:2) That’s 
actually a good way to judge the success of any government or administration.  Is 
it helping people to lead tranquil and quiet lives in godliness and dignity? 
 The Roman coin presented to Jesus bore the image of Caesar and belonged 
to Caesar.  But human beings bear the image of God the Creator, and we belong 
to God.  Made in God’s image, we are all sisters and brothers.  Made in God’s 
image, we are all equal, and we all matter to God.  Christian faith calls us to 
respect and care for each other, especially the weak and the poor among us.  This 
we owe to God no matter our political philosophy or affiliation.    
 Commenting on today's Gospel, Fr. Roland J. Faley writes: “There is no 
reason why a Christian cannot be a good citizen or a good elected official.  
Hopefully, he or she brings to the task a conscience formed in faith.  It is not 
always easy to know how to apply one’s convictions to particular issues, but we 
are never excused from doing so.  For conscience remains the litmus test of all our 
behavior.  All of us live in the human city, but we are always mindful of our 
primary citizenship in the city of God.” (Footprints on the Mountain p.671) 
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