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 Imagine that someone gave you a beautiful and expensive piano.  They 
gave it to you because they saw your musical ability and your potential to become 
a good pianist.  All you had to do was study, practice, and play the piano as often 
as possible.  Now imagine that instead of playing the piano, you used it as a place 
to display your collection of house plants.  Using the piano as a plant stand 
allowed water spilling from the pots to ruin the finish.  Keeping the piano near a 
window for sunlight dried out the wood and cracked the soundboard.  Potting soil 
found its way between the keys and clogged the movement.  And because you 
just never know what will happen, you decided to put some cash into an envelope 
for a rainy day and put the envelope inside the piano.  When certain keys were 
played, there was no music.  Instead, there was the dull clunk of money.  One day 
the donor visited and was appalled by what she saw.  So, she takes the piano 
away from you and gives it to someone else who will treat it properly, use it 
correctly, and produce beautiful music for people to listen to and enjoy. 
 A vineyard, a piano, even life itself are gifts meant to produce something 
good.  The idea of stewardship says that God has placed things in our hands to be 
used to bless the lives of other people.  Our time, our talent, and our treasure are 
meant to be shared.  Rather than objects to be hoarded and selfishly protected, 
they are better seen as vehicles and instruments to bring beauty and goodness, 
healing, and relief into people's lives.  In this way, we carry out the command of 
Jesus to love one another as He loves us.  Sometimes we forget that some of what 
we have is meant to be used up in service and not just stored up for security. 
 Once we have decided and chosen to follow Christ and to see each other as 
sisters and brothers instead of competitors, we ask ourselves better questions.  
One better question is stated in the last line of a poem by Mary Oliver called "The 
Summer Day." She asks, "Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your one wild and 
precious life?" Another better question comes from St. Teresa of Avila, who said: 
"When one reaches the highest degree of human maturity, one has only one 
question left: How can I be helpful?" 
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