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 The parables of Jesus usually contain a surprise.  Those who first heard 
Jesus tell this parable may have been surprised by the fate of the man who buried 
what he had been given by a very demanding master.  Throughout history, 
especially during civil unrest or war, burying wealth was the sensible thing to do.  
It was a simple and effective way of protecting what you had.  On the surface, this 
is a story that encourages shrewd investing and risk-taking in order to increase 
financial profit and material wealth.  The word “talent,” as it was used in the 
ancient world, was a measure of weight like an ounce or a pound, but much 
bigger.  Some say that it was equal to anywhere from fifty to seventy pounds of 
silver or gold.   
 The word talent eventually came to mean something not material or 
financial, yet something highly valuable in our human personality and character. A 
talent, in this sense, is an inborn ability.  As the parable indicates, it is not earned 
by hard work.  It is an ability that seems to come naturally even easily to a person 
and is often described as God-given.  This is why we refer to certain people as 
being gifted musicians, athletes, diplomats or public speakers, or the gifted 
woman in today’s first reading.  There are also people who are gifted with a talent 
for listening, for patience, for healing, and care-giving.  Still, others have a gift for 
good parenting, for teaching, and coaching young people to discover and use 
their God-given talents. 
 Talented people are not as rare as we tend to think.  Each of us has been 
given some gift from God that we can and should invest in God’s creation here 
and now.  Most of us don’t bury our talent out of fear or stinginess or even a false 
sense of humility.  Many of us have either not recognized our gifts or have not 
understood their importance in God’s plan for our happiness and salvation.  
Author Leo Buscaglia offered an insight into how we might use this parable of 
Jesus in our faith journey.  He wrote: “Your talent is God’s gift to you; what you do 
with it is your gift back to God.” 
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