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 The Book of Revelation describes the saints, the holy ones we honor today, 
by saying that they are the ones who have “survived the period of great distress 
and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
lamb.”  It reminds us that spirituality is not always a dainty business of finding the 
most satisfying or enjoyable prayers, devotions, books, or parish communities.  
That’s part of it, but more often than not, it is the process of dealing with and 
surviving the storms and stresses of life successfully.  Success means remaining 
faithful to Christ and His Gospel.  So, we too can become holy by surviving periods 
of distress, like the present pandemic, if we remain faithful to the Gospel of 
Christ.  Loving both God and neighbor. 
 The saints we honor today are also described as having been washed in the 
blood of the Lamb of God.  It is a grizzly image, which means that by our baptism, 
we live surrounded by the grace of God poured over us by Christ.  It is the grace of 
God which makes us holy, not just the strength of our own will power, trying to be 
good. 
 So, at its core, today’s feast fills us with great hope.  Holiness is within 
everyone’s reach.  The grace of God can find a place in the hearts and lives of 
countless women and men, people like us, and it can help us to live the Gospel of 
Christ.  It can help us become meek and merciful, and it urges us to hunger for 
what is right and good.  God’s grace empowers us to work for peace and justice in 
today’s world, just as it is. 
 The saints we honor today are not the ones who were canonized by a 
Church process for admiration and devotion.  They are important, of course, but 
today’s feast asks us to be as hopeful about our own salvation as God seems to 
be.  And it asks us to be as humble and persistent as the ordinary women and 
men who tried to live the beatitudes during wars, famine, natural disasters, and 
pandemics while holding onto the outstretched hand of Christ, who is our hope 
and our salvation.   
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